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2 Timothy Introduction

The Call to Christian Perseverance



_—

Answering Nine Questions

1) Who wrote it? — Paul

2) What do we know about the author? — An Apostle
3) To whom was it written? — Timothy

4) When was it written? - A.D. 67

5) Where was it written from? — Rome

6) Why was it written? — Timothy’s timidity

7) What is it about? — Perseverance

8) What is inside (outline)? — 4 part outline

9) What makes the book different? — Paul’s final word




Four Part Structure

. General call to faithful endurance in the ministry

(chapter 1)

. Ten metaphors describing what faithful
endurance looks like (chapter 2)

. What to do in the midst of the coming apostasy

(3:1-4:8)

. How God met six needs in Paul’s life (4:9-22)
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Four Part Structure

. General call to faithful endurance in the ministry
(chapter 1)

. Ten metaphors describing what faithful

endurance looks like (chapter 2)

. What to do in the midst of the coming apostasy
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2 Timothy 2

Ten Metaphors lllustrating
Endurance
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God’s Resurrection Program

2 GENERAL
RESURRECTIONS
|
|
BELIEVERS UNBELIEVERS
| ] \
First Fruits General Harvest Gleanings After
; g Millennium
Christ Rapture Beginning of
Millennium




Order or Tagma
(1 Cor. 15:23)

m General: Christ’s resurrection (1 Cor 15:23)

m Officer: Rapture (1 Thess 4:13-18)

m Soldiers: OT saints & Tribulation martyrs (Rev 20:4)

m Captives: Unsaved of all ages (Rev 20:5)




Prophecy Panorama

Messiah’s Coming & Death

Old Testament

N

Rapture Great White
! Throne
second Judgment
+ Advent
Eternal
CHURCH : : :
( e > Tribulation Kingdom State

Dan. 9:27 Rev. 20
Rev. 6-19 Rev. 21-22



Justin Martyr

“But | and every other completely
orthodox Christian feel certain
that there will be a resurrection of
the flesh, followed by a thousand
years in the rebuilt, embellished,
and enlarged city of Jerusalem as
was announced by the prophets
Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the others.”

Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, 80.



“The most striking point in the
eschatology of the ante-Nicene age (A.D.
100-325) is the prominent chiliasm, or
millenarianism, that is the belief of a
visible reign of Christ in glory on earth
with the risen saints for a thousand years,
before the general resurrection and
judgment. It was indeed not the doctrine
of the church embodied in any creed or
form of devotion, but a widely current
opinion of distinguished teachers, such as
Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus,
Tertullian, Methodius, and Lactantius.”

Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 2 , p. 614.



Every Geographical Location in Acts/Episties

CAUOA [CLAUDA)




“When the plain sense of Scripture makes
common sense, seek no other sense; therefore,
take every word at 1ts primary, ordinary,
usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the
immediate context, studied in light of related
passages and axiomatic and fundamental
truths, indicate clearly otherwise.”

David L. Cooper, The World’s Greatest Library Graphically Illlustrated (Los
Angeles: Biblical Research Society, 1970), 11.



“When the plain sense
makes good sense
seek no other sense
lest you wind up
with nonsense.”



OT PROPHETS DESCRIBE THE
KINGDOM

m Kingdom Characteristics
m[s.2:1-4;11:6-9

¢ Jerusalem = center of
world spiritual and
political authority

+ Perfect justice
+ World peace

¢ Peace 1n the animal
kingdom

¢ Universal spiritual
knowledge.



OT PROPHETS DESCRIBE THE KINGDOM
Established by God (Dan. 2:44)
Eternal (Dan. 7:27)
Christ’s direct rule (Zech. 9:9-10)
Earthly (Zech. 14:9)
Land promises realized (Gen. 15:18-21) !
Israel’s preeminence (lsa. 49:22-23)
Millennial Temple (Ezek. 40-46) :
Millennial David (Jer. 30:9) 3"
Righteousness (Isa. 9:6-7) "
Curse curtailed (Isa. 65:20, 22)
Peace (Isa. 2:4)
Prosperity (Amos 9:13-14; Isa 65:22)
Topographical changes (Ezek. 47:1-12)




Dispensational Theology 1s a
System of Theology

Traditional-normative dispensational theology 1s a system that
embodies three essential, fundamental concepts called the sine
qua non (lit. “without which 1s not™):

1. The consistent use of a plain, normal, literal,
grammatical-historical method of interpretation;

2. Which reveals that the Church is distinct from Israel;

3. God’s overall purpose 1s to bring glory to Himself
(Eph. 1:6, 12, 14).

Dr. Charles Ryrie, Dispensationalism, pp. 38-41



Every Geographical Location in Acts/Episties
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Three Dangers of Allegorization

m Text 1s not being interpreted
m Authority 1s transferred from text to interpreter

m There 1s no way to test the interpreter

® No mechanism for controlling the interpreter’s

1magination S
THINGS

Pentecost, Things to Come, pps. 4-5



“...to state that the principal meaning e
of the Bible 1s a second-sense Biblical
meaning, and that the principle Intelpretation
method of interpretation 1s g
‘spiritualizing,’ 1s to open the door to

almost uncontrolled speculation and
imagination. For this reason we have

insisted that the control in

interpretation 1s the literal method.”

Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 3d ed. (Boston: W.A.
Wilde, 1956; reprint, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 65.




“He (or she) who
spiritualizes tells
spiritual lies.”
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“Papias . . . says that there will be a
millennium after the resurrections of the
dead, when the kingdom of Christ will be
set up in material form on this earth. |
suppose that he got these notions by a
perverse reading of the apostolic
accounts, not realizing that they had
spoken mystically and symbolically. For he
was a man of very little intelligence, as is
clear from his books. But he is responsible
for the fact that so many Christian writers
after him held the same opinion, relying
on his antiquity, for instance Irenaeus and
whoever else appears to have held the

same views.”
Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3.39.12-13




Clarence Thomas

“He is the dumbest Justice to ever sit
on the bench...He waits to see how
Scalia votes, and he votes the same.
He rarely issues comments or engages
in questions during any Supreme Court
hearing...He rarely grants media
interviews (because he knows he will
look stupid). He rarely writes opinions.
He believes in a narrow interpretation
of the Constitution. He is an idiot.”

http://juneauempire.com/opinion/2011-09-22/outside-editorial-law-and-clarence-thomas#.Tn5rgNSol p



http://juneauempire.com/opinion/2011-09-22/outside-editorial-law-and-clarence-thomas
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Christ's Return

We are in the Millennium Now Eternal
Present Age — Stat
The Consummation is Not Yet ate

General Resurrection of
Righteous and Wicked
Designed by 1. Dennison Jr. I
Typeset by Clarence E. Veld Final Judgment




Christ's Return

Present Age Eternal
Not a Literal Thousand Years

General Resurrection of
Righteous and Wicked
Designed by J. Dennison Jr. |
Typeset by Clarence E. Veld Final Judgment
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Order or Tagma
(1 Cor. 15:23)

m General: Christ’s resurrection (1 Cor 15:23)

m Officer: Rapture (1 Thess 4:13-18)

m Soldiers: OT saints & Tribulation martyrs (Rev 20:4)

m Captives: Unsaved of all ages (Rev 20:5)
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Revelation 20:4-5

“Then | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgment was given to them. And | saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded because of their
testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God,
and those who had not worshiped the beast or his
image, and had not received the mark on their
forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the
dead did not come to life until the thousand years were
completed. This is the first resurrection.”
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SLBC Position Statements — No. 4

DISPENSATIONS — A Dispensation is a specific manner in
which God governs during a particular period of time. We
are a dispensational church. That is, we believe that God
has chosen to administer or govern His purpose on earth
through man under varying dispensations. These changes
in government are a result of God’s choice, and do not
indicate that His character ever changes. At least three of
these dispensations are mentioned in the Bible and are the
subject of extended revelation, viz.: the Dispensation of
the Mosaic Law, the present Dispensation of Grace, and
the future Dispensation of the Millennial Kingdom. In
interpreting the Bible, we believe that these are distinct
and should not be intermingled or confused.




SLBC Position Statements — No. 5

ESCHATOLOGY - Eschatology is the doctrine of future
things. As a framework for interpreting and teaching
prophesy, we hold to a pre-tribulational, premillennial
position. That is, we teach that a literal thousand-year
period of time (the millennium) lies ahead in the future
(Rev. 20:1-8). At the conclusion of this time period, there
will be a final judgment of non-Christians and then the
eternal state will begin (Rev. 20:11-15). Immediately
preceding this millennial period, a period of tribulation,
lasting seven years, will dominate the earth (Dan. 9:27;
Rev. 6:1-19:21). However, just prior to this, all believers
will be removed from the earth (the rapture) and thus
escape this period of tribulation (1 Thess. 4:13-18).




Emergent: Kingdom

“The Kingdom of God is a central conversation in
emerging communities... And let me tell you
‘Kingdom of God’ language is really big in the
emerging church” (Italics added).
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Doug Pagitt, cited in Oakland, 163.



Emergent: Kingdom

“If Revelation were a blueprint of the distant future,
it would have been unintelligible to its original
readers...In light of this, Revelation becomes a
powerful book about the kingdom of God here and

now, available to all.”
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Brian Mclaren, cited in Oakland, 158.



Kingdom

“I| stand before you confidently
right now and say to you that
God is going to use you to change
the world...I'm looking at a
stadium full of people right now
who are telling God they will do
whatever it takes to establish
Rick Warren, cited in God's Kingdom "on earth as it is
Oakland, Kindle edition. i hegyen." What will happen if
the followers of Jesus say to Him,
"We are yours?" What kind of
spiritual awakening will occur?”




Russell Moore

President: Ethics and Religious Liberties
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention

“The locus of the kingdom of God in this age is within the
church, where Jesus rules as king. As we live our lives
together, we see the transforming power of the gospel
and the in breaking of the future kingdom.”

Justin Taylor, “An Interview with Russell Moore,”
www.thegospelcoalition.org.



http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/

Partial Preterism’s View of Revelation

m Written in mid A.D. 60’s

m Mostly fulfilled in A.D. 70

m Predicts A.D. 70 sacking of Jerusalem as God’s divorce
and judgment of adulterous Israel

m Rev 20 describes a future bodily return of Christ
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Preterists’ 3 Comings of Christ

Incarnation

$
$

A.D. 70

Bodily Return




R.C. Sproul

Last Days According to Jesus, p.140.

“If the book [of Revelation] was
written after A.D. 70, then its
contents manifestly do not refer
to events surrounding the fall of
Jerusalem — unless the book is a
wholesale fraud, having been
composed after the predicted
events had already occurred.”




Kenneth Gentry

Four Views of Revelation, p. 38.

“...the preterist view does understand
Revelation’s prophecies as strongly
reflecting actual historical events in
John’s near future, though they are
set in apocalyptic drama and clothed
in poetic hyperbole.”




Kenneth Gentry
He Shall Have Dominion, 421-22.

[the two witnesses] “probably
represent a small body of
Christians who remained in
| Jerusalem to testify against” the
temple. “They are portrayed as
two, in that they are legal
witnesses to the covenant
curses.”




Kenneth Gentry
He Shall Have Dominion, 422.

“In Revelation 12 John backs
up chronologically in order to
show the ‘mother’ church in
Jerusalem, which was being
protected from Satan inspired
resistance. This would cover
the time frame from Christ’s
ministry through the Book of
Acts up until the destruction of
Jerusalem.” (emphasis mine)




PRETERISM

0 e Revelation was fulfilled in AD 70

BEAST} e

YREVEIATION = * RCSproul, Hank Hanegraaff,
Gary DeMar
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Nero’s Numbers

Hebrew letter

Numerical value

N n 50
R r 200
\WY% W 6
N n 50
Q q 100
S S 60
R r 200
Total 666




Problems With Neronian Calculation

® Inconsistent use of numbers
m Transliteration from Greek to Hebrew
m Not suggested by the ancient commentators

m “Cherry picking” to fit an ordained outcome



Nero Does Not Fit
the Facts of Revelation 13

m Nero did not:
¢ Usher 1n persecution for exactly 42 months (13:5)
¢ Control the entire planet (13:7; 5:9)

¢ Force people to receive a mark on their right hand

or forehead 1n order to participate in the global
economy (13:16-18)



Nero Does Not Fit
the Facts of Revelation 13

m Nero did not:

¢ Coerce the entire world to worship a
singular image of him (13:15)

¢ Resurrect from the dead (13:14)

¢ Associate with a miracle working false
prophet (13:13, 15)

+ Receilve global veneration (13:8)



Confident Preterist Assertions

“I am convinced beyond any doubt
that this Harlot is first-century
Jerusalem.” (italics added).

Gentry, He Shall Have Dominion, 392.



Confident Preterist Assertions

“What has puzzled me over the
years is not the identity of ‘the great
prostitute,” but how so many could
mistake her historical identity. . . . In
biblical history only one nation is
inextricably linked to the moniker
‘harlot.” And that nation is Israel!”

Hanegraaff, The Apocalypse Code, 118-19.



Jerusalem Advocates

B Recent Commentators
¢ R.C. Sproul
o N.T. Wright
¢ Scott Hahn
Massyngberde Ford
David Chilton
Hank Hanegraaff
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Dominoes in a Row




Christian Anti-Semitism

“First, their synagogues should be set
on fire...Secondly, their homes
should likewise be broken down and
destroyed...Thirdly, they should be
deprived of their prayer books and
Talmuds...”



Christian Anti-Semitism

“...Fourthly, their rabbis must be
forbidden under threat of death to
teach any more...Fifthly, passport
and traveling privileges should be
absolutely forbidden to the
Jews...Sixthly, they ought to be
stopped from usury (charging
interest on loans...”



Christian Anti-Semitism

“Seventhly, let the young and strong
Jews and Jewesses be given the flail,
the ax, the hoe, the spade, the distaff,
and spindle, and let the earn their bread
by the sweat of their noses... We ought
to drive the rascally lazy bones out of
our system...”

Martin Luther, Concerning the Jews and Their Lies, cited in Michael Brown’s
Our Hands Are Stained with Blood, pp. 14-15.



Christian Anti-Semitism

“...Therefore away with them... To
sum up, dear princes and nobles who
have Jews in your domains, 1f this
advice of mine does not suit you, then
find a better one so that you and we
may all be free of this insufferable
devilish burden—the Jews.”

Martin Luther, Concerning the Jews and Their Lies, cited in Michael Brown’s
Our Hands Are Stained with Blood, pp. 14-15.



Purposes of the Local Church

m GLORIFY GOD
- Eph. 3:21

m EDIFY THE SAINTS
~ Eph. 4:11-16

m FULFILL THE GREAT COMMISSION
- Matt. 28:18-20




Bestselling author Hal Lindsey

N .
warned what could happen to \\! N
the church in the last days 1f she g b,
began to see herself as the
establisher of God's kingdom:
“The last days of the church on
the earth may be largely wasted
seeking to accomplish a task
that only the LORD Himself can
and will do directly.”

Hal Lindsey, The Road to Holocaust, 269



Kingdom

“I| stand before you confidently
right now and say to you that
God is going to use you to change
the world...I'm looking at a
stadium full of people right now
who are telling God they will do
whatever it takes to establish
Rick Warren, cited in God's Kingdom "on earth as it is
Oakland, Kindle edition. i hegyen." What will happen if
the followers of Jesus say to Him,
"We are yours?" What kind of
spiritual awakening will occur?”




Conclusion
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hat to avoid (16a)
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Three illustrations (17-18)
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O KD
A'-BLESS YOU :

“The LorD bless you and keep

you; the LORD make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you; the LORD
turn his face toward you and give you
peace.” (NIV)




Ten Metaphors

Teacher (2:2) STy 2,37
Soldier (2:3-4) o mem s i o e i,

Ao well bo an oml--m»[ﬁa uo‘k,&a-ﬁo«o,
made t‘o/,p, auo/a/ to the Maston and

Athlete (2:5) et et ZAR

Farmer (2:6)
Christ (2:7-8)
Paul (2:9-10)
Trustworthy statement (2 11-13)
Workman (2:14-18)

Vessel (2:19-23)

Servant (2:24-26)




2 Tim 2:14-26

m Workman (2:14-18)
¢ Avoid non biblical speculation (2:14, 16-18)
¢ Embrace biblical truth (2:15)
m Vessel (2:19-23)
¢ Two kinds of vessels (2:20-21)
¢ Avoidance of “these things” (2:19, 22, 23)
m Servant (2:24-26)
¢ Teach with patience (2:24-25)

¢ Reason for patience (2:26)



Ten Metaphors
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Soldier (2:3-4) o mem s i o e i,

Ao well bo an oml--m»[ﬁa uo‘k,&a-ﬁo«o,
made t‘o/,p, auo/a/ to the Maston and

Athlete (2:5) et et ZAR

Farmer (2:6)
Christ (2:7-8)
Paul (2:9-10)
Trustworthy statement (2 11-13)
Workman (2:14-18)

Vessel (2:19-23)

Servant (2:24-26)




Conclusion
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A'-BLESS YOU :

“The LorD bless you and keep

you; the LORD make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you; the LORD
turn his face toward you and give you
peace.” (NIV)




