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Areas of Systematic Theology

n Prolegomena – Introduction

n Theology – Study of God

n Christology – Study of Christ

n Pneumatology – Study of the Holy Spirit

n Anthropology – Study of Man

n Hamartiology – Study of sin

n Soteriology – Study of salvation

n Angelology – Study of angels

n Ecclesiology – Study of the Church

n Eschatology – Study of the end



Ecclesiology Overview

I. Definition

II. Universal vs. local

III. Word pictures

IV. Origin

V. Israel – Church differences

VI. Intercalation

VII.Purposes

VIII.Activities

IX. Government

X. Officers

XI. Ordinances

XII. Purity



VII. Purposes of the Local Church

n Glorify God (Eph 3:21)

n Edify the saints (Eph 4:11-16)

n Fulfill the Great Commission 

(Matt 28:18-20)
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Four Questions

1. What are some general observations about spiritual 

gifts?

2. Are all the spiritual gifts for today?

3. What are the spiritual gifts?

4. How do we discover our own unique area of gifting?
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Levitical Feasts (Lev. 23)

Feast Season Purpose Type

Passover Spring Redemption 1 Cor. 5:7

Unleavened Bread Spring Separation John 6:35

1st fruits Spring Praise 1 Cor. 15:20

Pentecost Spring Praise Acts 2:1-4

Trumpets Fall New Year Matt. 24:31

Atonement Fall Lev 16 Zech. 12:10

Booths Fall
Wilderness 

provision
Zech. 14:16-18
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Acts 2:41-47

41 “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day

there were added about three thousand souls. 42 They were continually

devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the

breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe;

and many wonders and signs were taking place through the

apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all

things in common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions

and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day

continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to

house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of

heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the

Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”



Acts 2:41-47

41 “So then, those who had received his word

were baptized; and that day there were added

about three thousand souls. They were

continually devoting themselves to…”



Activities of the Local Church 
(Acts 2:41-47)

n Doctrine (Acts 2:42)

n Ordinances (Acts 2:41-42, 46) 

n Prayer (Acts 2:42)

n Evangelism (Acts 2:47)

n Worship (Acts 2:47)

n Benevolence (Acts 2:44-45)

n Fellowship (Acts 2:42, 46-47)
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Acts 2:41-47

“…42 They were continually devoting themselves

to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,

to the breaking of bread and to prayer…”



Acts 2:41-47

“37 Now when they heard this, they

were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and

the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall

we do?”38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and

each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”



Emphasis of 2 Timothy

“By my count, there are twenty-seven explicit

commands given in the body of this letter. In 27

words Paul tells pastors what to focus on. You have to

be blind to miss the thrust of Paul's instructions here,

because eighteen of those commands--fully two-

thirds--have to do with the ministry of the Word.”

Daniel Wallace, “Crisis of the Word: A Message to Pastors or Would-be Pastors,” 

Conservative Theological Journal 1, no. 2 (August 1997): 108.



“At Solomon’s porch, sermons are not primarily

about my extracting truth from the Bible to apply to

people’s lives…So our sermons are not lessons that

precisely define belief so much as they are stories

that welcome our hopes and ideas and participation”

(Italics added).

Emergent Church Preaching
Doug Pagitt, cited in Oakland, 41-42.



“It isn’t about clever apologetics or careful

exegetical or expository preaching…Emerging

generations are hungering to experience God

in worship” (Italics added).

Emergent Church Preaching
Dan Kimball, The Emerging Church, 116



“A spiritual Tsunami has hit postmodern culture. The

wave will build without breaking for decades to

come. The wave is this: People want to know God.

They want less to know about God …they want new

experiences, especially new experiences of the

divine” (Italics added).

Emergent Church Preaching
Leonard Sweet, Soul Tsunami, 420.



“…something beyond a belief

system or doctrinal array or even

a practice. I mean an attitude–an

attitude toward God and our

neighbor and our mission that is

passionate.”

Emergent Church Preaching
Brian McLaren, A Generous Orthodoxy, 117-18.



n “Don’t give me doctrine, just give me Jesus.” 

n “What really matters is Christ not creed.” 

n “Devotion is important and not doctrine.” 

n “What counts is our behavior, and not our 

beliefs.”

* Most of these slogans were originally accumulated in Henry Holloman, “Prolegomena, Bibliology, and Theology (Part 1)” 

(unpublished class notes in TTH511 Theology I, Talbot Theological Seminary, Spring 1998), 9.

Henry Holloman
“Prolegomena, Bibliology, and Theology (Part 1)”* 



n “God won’t ask you about your religious

background or doctrinal views.”

n “Jesus said our love for each other - not our

doctrinal beliefs - is our greatest witness to

the world.”

n “Today many assume that spiritual maturity

is measured by the amount of biblical

information and doctrine you know.”

Rick Warren
Purpose Driven Life 34, 124, 183



n “The Bible is far more than a doctrinal

guidebook.”

n “The last thing many believers need today is to

go to another Bible study. They already know

far more than they are putting into practice.”

n “My pastor has been in Daniel’s seventy weeks

longer than Daniel was!”

Rick Warren
Purpose Driven Life 186, 231; 

Purpose Driven Church 300
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