2 Timothy Introduction

The Call to Christian Perseverance




Introductory Matters

Authorship

Recipient

Date

Place of writing
Occasion for writing
Message

Structure

Unique characteristics




Authorship and Recipient

» Authorship (2 Tim 1:1)

» Recipient (2 Tim 1:2)




Timothy’s Biography

From Lystra, Greek father and Jewish mother (A6td )1
From a Godly home (2 Tim 1:5; 3:15)

Converted by Paul (1 Tim 1:2) during visit to Ly&s{Acts
14:6-23) on the first missionary journey

Active in Paul’'s second (Acts 163 16-18)and third
(Acts 19:22;20:1-5) missionary journeys

Put in charge at church in Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3)




Timothy as Recipient

 Believer

» Spiritual leader

 |In Ephesus (Acts 16:6; 18:4189; 19:10;
20:17/33; Eph 1:1; 1 Tim 1:3; Rev 2:1)




Paul’s Ministry Chronology

# of books
1

2

Journey
1

2

3

Between
Imprisonments

Acts
13-14

15:36-18:22

18:23-21:17

28:1631

Post Acts

2nd imprisonment Post Acts

Date
4849

Books
Gal

1-2 Thess

1-2
Cor, Rom

Eph, Coal,
Phim, Phlp

1 Tim, Titus




REES

First | mprisonment o
(Acts 28:16-31)

Wrote prison epistles
Religious charges

Local and sporadic
persecutions (AD €63)

Decent conditions (house)e
Many friends .
Evangelistic opportunities ¢

Optimistic for release .
(Phil 1:2426)

wo Roman Imprisonments Contrasts

Second I mprisonment (2
Tim)

Wrote 2 Timothy
Political charges

Neronian persecution (AD
64-68)

Poor conditions (dungeon)
Virtually alone
Opportunities restricted

Execution anticipated (2
Tim 4:6)

Adapted fromNelson's Complete Book of Charts and Ma|&s.







Occasion for Writing

* Timothy’s non assertiveness

Core makeup: youthful (1 Tim 4:12), sickly (1
Tim 5:23), timid (2 Tim 1:7)

Neronian persecution (2 Tim 419)
Paul’s arrest (2 Tim 1:8)

Persecution within the church (2:18; 33;
4:3-4)

» Paul’s iImminent death (2 Tim 4:6)
* Next generation?




Message

Faithful endurance in the ministry, even in
the midst of encroaching persecution and
apostasy, so that the Christian message
be preserved for the next generation




Four Part Structure

General call to faithful endurance in the ministry
(chapter 1)

Ten metaphors describing what faithful enduraneg
looks like (chapter 2)

What to do In the midst of the coming apostasy
(3:1-4:8)

How God met six needs in Pasilife (4:922)




Unigue Characteristics

 Pastoral letter

» Personal rather than theological

o Paul’s last will and testament




2 Timothy 1

A General Call to Perseverance




Salutation (1:1-2)

« Sender (1)

Apostle by the will of God

Sustained by the promise of eternal life
* Recipient (2a)

“Son”
» Benediction (2b)

Mercy added

Beyond mercy

Only from Christ




Thanksgiving (1:3-5)

* Prayers (3)
Plural
Night and day
* Longing (4)
Confidence
» Heritage (5)
2 Tim 3:15




Call tofaithfulness Iin the exercise
of spiritual gift (1:6)

Definition of a spiritual gift

Expression of God’s grace (1 Pet 4:10)
12/12/4/4

Every believer has at least one spiritual gift @r C
12:7)

Three steps: discover, develop, deploy




Call to Courage (1:7)

* Act consistently with the indwelling Spirit
 Rev 21:8

e Josh 1:67




Call to not be ashamed (1:8-14)

 Evangelism (1:8a)

» Paul (1:8b)

» Gospel (1:914)




Unashamed of the Gospel (1:9-14)

* Benefits (1:210)
Saving power (1:9a)
Manifestation of God’s grace (1:9b)
Eternality (1:9c)
Conquers death (1:10)

» Paul’s connection to the Gospel (1:12)
Paul’s role (1:11): herald, apostle, teacher
Paul’'s confidence (1:12)

e Guard the gospel (1:134)




Negative examples of endurance (1:15

* Asia (1:15a)
* Phygelus (1:15b)

e Hermogenes (1:15c)




Onesiphorus as a positive example
of endurance (1:16-18)

Refreshed Paul (1:16a)

Was not ashamed of Paul (1:16b)
Searched for Paul in Rome (1:17)
Earned his reward (1:18a)

Searched for Paul in Ephesus (1:18b)




2 Timothy 2

Ten Metaphors lllustrating Endurance




Key to Endurance (Tim 2:1)

» Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jes({is




Ten Metaphors

Teacher (2:2)

Soldier (2:24)

Athlete (2:5)

Farmer (2:6)

Christ (2:£8)

Paul (2:910)

Trustworthy statement (2:1113)
Workman (2:1418)

Vessel (2:1923)

Servant (2:2426)




2 Tim 2:2-4

Teacher (2:2): four generations (from Pau
to Timothy, from Timothy to faithful men,
from faithful men to others)

Soldier (2:24)
Endures hardship
Un-entangled
Limited options




2 Tim 2:5-6

» Athlete (2:5)
1 Cor 9:25
Must compete according to the rules

* Farmer (2:6)
Diligence
No immediate crop




2 Tim 2:7-10

» Christ (2:£8)
Ultimate example of endurance
Heb 12:2

» Paul (2:210)
2 Cor 11:2333
For the sake of the elect




Trustworthy Statement (2:11-13

e Believers died and will live with Christ (2:11)
e Four views (2:12)

Hypothetical

Arminian

Calvinisitic

Rewards

» Christ will never cancel His promise of eternag lif
to all' believers (2:13)




2 Tim 2:14-26

« Workman (2:1418)
Avoid non biblical speculation (2:14, 113)
Embrace biblical truth (2:15)
« Vessel (2:1923)
Two kinds of vessels (2:221)
Avoidance of “these things” (2:19, 22, 23)
o Servant (2:2426)
Teach with patience (2:225)
Reason for patience (2:26)




2 Timothy 3:10-4:8

What to do in the midst of apostasy.




Description of the Apostasy (3:1-9
12-13)

Generic description of the apostasy (3:1)
Characteristics of the apostasy (7.2
Jannes and Jambres (33

Persecution of the Godly (3:12)

“From bad to worse” (3:13)




What Timothy Is to do In the
Midst of the Apostasy (3:10—-4:8

* Imitate Paul’s character in nine ways (3:1C
11)

» Teaching, conduct, purpose, faith,

patience, love, perseverance,
persecutions, sufferings

» Acts 16:1; 14:10; God rescued Paul

» Preach the Word of God (3:24:8)
» Nine reasons to preach the Word of God




Preach the Word for Nine

Reasons

Impact on Paul (2 Tim 3:14)

Impact on salvation (2 Tim 3:15)
Divine origin (2 Tim 3:16a)

Impact on sanctification (2 Tim 3:16b)

Impact on equipping (2 Tim 3:17)

Paul’s charge to Timothy (2 Tim 4:1a, 2)

Timothy’s evaluation at the Bema Seat (2 Tim 4:1b)
Preference of men to avoid the word (2 Tim-4)3

Necessity for Timothy to complete his ministry (2al4:5-
8)




Necessity for Timothy to complete
his ministry (2 Tim 4:5-8)

» Charge (4:5)

 Reason (4:6)

* Reward (4:78)
» Satisfaction of a life well spent (4:7)
* Bema Seat (4:8)




Mark Twain,Autobiography2:37

* A myriad of men are born; they labor and sweatstnehgle forbread;

they squabble and scold and fight; they scrambléttie mean
advantages over each other. Age creeps upon themfamities
follow; shames and humiliations bring down theidps and thei
vanities. Those they love are taken from them,thadoy of lfe is
turned to aching grief. The burden of pain, cang, misery grws
heavier year by year. At length ambition Is deadlgis deadyanity

IS dead; longing for release is in their placeolines at lasihe only
un-poisoned gift earth ever had for tha&amd they vanish from a world
where they were of no conseguence; where they\aahgothing,
where they were a mistake and a failure and adloo#@ss; whertey
left no sign that they have existadvorld that will lament them a day
and forget them forever.”




Scripture’s Five Crowns (Rev 4:10
3:11; 2 John 8)

Scripture Title Pur pose

1 Cor 9:2427 Incorruptible Gaining mastery
crown over the old man

1 Thess 2:120 Crown of rejoicing | Soul winning

Jas 1:12; Rev 2:10 Crown of life Enduring trials

1 Pet 5:24 Crown of glory Shepherding God’!
people

2 Tim 4:8 Crown of Longing for His
righteousness appearing




2 Timothy 4:9-22

God Meets Needs




| oneliness

* Need: fellowship in the midst of loneliness
(2 Tim 4:212, 16)

 Met: God ministered to Paul (2 Tim 4:17)




Deliverance

* Need: deliverance from an impossible
situation (2 Tim 4:17b)

« Met: divine deliverance (2 Tim 4:17b)




Persecution

e Need: to be ministered to In the midst of
persecution (4:14a)

 Met: God will repay the believer's enemies
(4:14Db)




Spiritual Hunger

* Need: to be spiritually fed (4:13)

 Met: Timothy to bring Paul the Scriptures
(4.13)




Physical Needs

* Need: warmth (4:13)

 Met: Timothy to bring Paul’s cloak (4:13)




Relational Needs

* Need: Estrangement from Mark (Acts
13:13; 15:3640)

 Met: Mark and Paul reconciled (2 Tim
4:11)




God Met Paul’'s Needs

Loneliness
Deliverance
Persecution
Spiritual hunger
Physical needs
Relational needs




Message

Faithful endurance in the ministry, even in
the midst of encroaching persecution and
apostasy, so that the Christian message
be preserved for the next generation




Four Part Structure

General call to faithful endurance in the ministry
(chapter 1)

Ten metaphors describing what faithful enduraneg
looks like (chapter 2)

What to do In the midst of the coming apostasy
(3:1-4:8)

How God met six needs in Pasilife (4:922)




