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Chinese proverb

“May he live in interesting times.”
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Cyrus Cylinder



Three Returns
!
!

Date Duration Persian king Jewish 

leader

Scripture Purpose Number of 

returnees

1st return 538–515 
B.C.

23 years Cyrus (Isa 
44:28‒45:1)

Zerubbabel Ezra 1–6; 
Isaiah 
44:28

Rebuilding 
the temple

50,000

2nd return 458–457 
B.C.

2 years Artaxerxes Ezra Ezra 7–10 Adorning of 
the temple 
and 
reforming 
the people

2,000

3rd return 444–432 
B.C.

8 years Artaxerxes Nehemiah Nehemiah Rebuilding 
the wall
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Past Fulfillment?
Ezek 38-39 Esther 9

Israel invaded (38:16;      39:4, 11) Persia invaded (9:2)

Israel converted (39:22, 29) Israel not converted

Dead bodies buried to cleanse Israel’s 

land (39:12)

Dead bodies are not in the land of Israel

Invaders destroyed supernaturally 

(38:19-22)

Invaders destroyed naturally (9:3-5)

Invaders come from the far west and 

north (38:5)

Invaders come from the near west and 

north (8:9)

Fire comes upon invaders (39:6) Fire does not come upon invaders

Hitchcock/Ice, The Truth Behind Left Behind, 45
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Millennial Fulfillment?

Ezek 38-39 Rev 20:7-9

Northern invasion All nation invade

Invasion leads to Millennium (Ezek 

40-48)

Invasion comes at end of Millennium

Invasion leads to Millennium (Ezek 

40-48)

Invasion leads to Eternal State (Rev 

21-22)

7 months necessary to dispose of the 

dead (39:12)

Dead disposed of instantaneously (20:9)

Satan not bound prior to invasion Satan bound prior to invasion (Rev 20:2)

Pentecost, Things To Come, 349-50
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Armageddon?
Ezek 38-39 Armageddon

No battle (38:20-23) Battle between armies and Lord 

(Rev. 19:19)

Invaders come from the far west 

and north (38:5)

All nations invade (Rev. 16:14; 

Zech. 12:3)

Enemies destroyed on Israel’s 

mountains (39:2-4)

Events take place in Jerusalem 

(Zech. 12:2; 14:2; and the Valley 

of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:12)

Israel dwelling in safety (38:11) Israel not dwelling in safety 

(Rev. 12:14-17)

No massive blood flow recorded Massive flow of blood (Rev. 

14:20)

Fire comes upon invaders (39:6) Fire does not come upon invaders

Pentecost, Things to Come, 347-48



When?  

1. Esther 9 

2. Beginning of the Millennium 

3. End of the Millennium 

4. End of the Tribulation 

5. Before the Tribulation 

6. First half of the Tribulation 

7. Two phase view
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Prophecy Panorama

Old Testament Tribulation        KingdomCHURCH 
AGE

Messiah’s Coming & 

Death 

Rapture

Second 
Advent

Great White 

Throne Judgment

Eternal 

State

Rev. 21-22
Rev. 20Dan. 9:27 

Rev. 6-19



The End Times

Present 

Church 

Age 3 ½ years 3 ½ years

Abomination of 
Desolation 

(Matt. 24:15;  

Mk 13:14;  

Lk 21:20; Dan. 9:27)

Millennium 
1000 yrs

Final 
Judgment

Eternal 
State

JESUS

RAPTURE OF THE 

CHURCH

Second 

Coming

JESUS

The Tribulation (Matt. 24:4-28) 

Daniel’s 70th Week (Dan. 9) 

Time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jer. 30:7) 

Day of the Lord’s Wrath (Zeph. 1:14-18)
KINGDOM
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Preparation



5 Timing Clues

1. Restoration section (33-48) 

2. Latter times (38:8a) 

3. Last days (38:16) 

4. After Israel’s regathering in unbelief but 
before her final restoration (38:8b; 39:22, 
29) 

5. While Israel is living securely and 
peacefully (38:8c, 11)
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Source: Charles Dyer, Notes on Ezekiel

!

■ Judgment upon Judah (1-24) 

!

■ Judgment upon the nations (25-32) 

!

■ Israel’s future restoration (33-48)



Source: Charles Dyer, Notes on Ezekiel

Ezekiel 

Commissioned 
(1-3) mouth closed

Ezekiel 

Recommissioned 
(33) mouth opened

Blessing on 

Judah (33-48) 

-Glory Returns

Judgment on 

Judah (1-24) 

-Glory departs

Judgment  

on 

Nations 

(25-32)



Millennial Temple



Division of Land In Millennium
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Israel’s Two Regatherings
THE PRESENT  

(FIRST) REGATHERING

THE PERMANENT  

(SECOND) REGATHERING

Return to part of the land Return to all the land

Return in unbelief Return in faith

Restored to the land only Restored to the land and 
the Lord

Sets the stage for 
Tribulation (discipline)

Sets the stage for 
Millennium (blessing)

Adapted from: Price, Jerusalem In Prophecy, 219
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* DANIEL 9 42

DAN 9:27 OVERVIEW OF 

TRIBULATION PERIOD

Covenant

Antichrist desecrates Temple and 

ends sacrifices Christ’s 2nd 

Coming

Tribulation 

(mid-point)3 ½ years 3½ years

7 years



Tribulation Judgments

Adapted from: LaHaye, Rapture: Under Attack , 59
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Israel’s 3 Blessings to the World

1. Scripture: past 

!

2. Messiah: past 
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Israel’s Three Blessings to the World       (Gen 12:3b)

!

1) Scripture	
  (Rom	
  3:2)	
  

!

2) Savior	
  (John	
  4:22)	
  

!

3) Kingdom	
  (Isa	
  2:2-­‐3)



Why?

!

1. Anti-Semitism 

!

!

2. Wealth



Why?

COUNTRY GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

Israel $123 billion

Egypt $81 billion

Syria $26 billion

Lebanon $21 billion

Jordan $12 billion

Source: CIA World Fact Book, 2005 



“The value of the minerals of the Dead Sea is 
estimated at five trillion dollars. This estimate appears 
to be optimistic but it is supported in part by the 
report of the Crown Agents of the British Colonies 
entitled ‘Production of Minerals From the Waters of 
the Dead Sea’. . . . This official report estimates the 
minerals, except oil, in 1925 as follows: Magnesium 
Chloride, 22,000 tons, value 600 billion dollars; 
Potassium Chloride, 20,000 tons, value 75 billion 
dollars; other minerals valued at 1,200 billion dollars; 
or a total of about three trillion dollars, exclusive of 
oil.”

The Rothschild’s Palestine, All Roads Lead to Jerusalem. http://www.matterofprinciple.net/ 
011/11/rothschilds-palestine.html (accessed December 15, 2011). Although there is a wide variation of 
estimates, many different sources estimate the mineral wealth of the Dead Sea in the trillions of dollars.
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What?

■ Divine annihilation of the coalition 
(38:19-22) 

■ Birds and beasts feast on the carnage 
(39:4-5, 17-20) 

■ Seven-month burying of the dead 
(39:11-12, 14-16) 

■ Seven-year burning of weapons (39:9-10) 

■ Israel’s salvation and restoration (39:22)



LAND

Deuteronomy

29-30

LAND

DAVIDIC

2 Samuel

7:12-16

SEED

NEW

Jeremiah

31:31-34

BLESSING

ABRAHAMIC

Genesis

15

Unconditional covenant with a conditional blessing  (Deut. 28; Lev. 26)
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■When? 

■Why? 

■What? 

■How?
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1. Israel’s regathering in unbelief 
!

2. Alignment of the nations against Israel 
!

3. 1948, 1967, 1973, etc.
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Application

1. Prophecy is proof of inspiration (Isa 48: 3, 5) 

2. Prophecy’s calming effect 

3. We need not fear the rise of Islam 

4. Prophecy’s reminder of God’s faithfulness 

5. Keep your eye on Israel (Ezek 38:12) 

6. Support Israel 

7. Remember we are living on borrowed time
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