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I .  Pr ayer  

I I .  Purpose of  Today’s Class: t o underst and... 

A.  [Show schedule, t imeline]  

B.  ... t he pr omise of  a land. 

C.  ... t he uncondit ional nat ur e of  owner ship. 

D.  ... t he condit ional nat ur e of  occupancy. 

E.  ... t he scat t er ing and gat her ing of  I sr ael. 

F.  ... lack of  Chr ist ian under st anding. 

I I I .  Conf usion wit hin t he Ranks of  Chr ist ianit y 

A.  CHRI STI ANS MUST ANSWER: concer ning t he r ecr eat ion of  t he nat ion of  I sr ael in 1948, 

af t er  mor e t han 1500 year s wit hout  a homeland, and ongoing cr isis over  t he land and 

st at us of  J erusalem: 

1.  I s it  a hist or ic coincidence? A dist r act ion unr elat ed t o t he pages of  t he bible? Has 

t he chur ch r eplaced I sr ael as t he “people of  God” since t he r ej ect ion of  J esus by 

t he J ews leaving t he nat ion of  I sr ael wit hout  any signif icant  r ole in God’s plans? 

2.  OR – a clear  sign t hat  God is wor king in hist or y t o br ing His pr omises t o f ulf illment ? 

Pr omises which r emain valid t o t he nat ion of  I sr ael and which will not  f ind 

f ulf illment  in t he church? 

B.  Chr ist ian Views of  t he “Pr omised Land”  

1.  Accor ding t o W. D. Davies (Gospel and t he Land), t he t heme of  land is displaced in 

Chr ist ianit y by t he per son of  J esus Chr ist . The NT “per sonalizes ‘holy space’ in 

Chr ist , who, as a f igur e of  Hist or y, is r oot ed in t he land … but  as Living Lor d … is 

also f r ee t o move wher ever  he wills” (p. 367). The pr omise of  land cont inues t o play 

a r ole in NT t hought , but  it  t akes on an eschat ological dimension. I t  becomes a 

symbol of  t he eschat ological societ y in t ime and et er nit y.1 

                                                 

NT New (Neues, Nouveau) Test ament 

1 Br omiley, Geof f r ey W. The I nt er nat ional St andar d Bible Encyclopedia. Gr and Rapids: Wm. B. Eer dmans, 2001, 

c1979-1988. 
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2.  By t he land of  pr omise he signif ies t he spir it ual land of  which t his was a f igur e.2 

3.  Thus t he heavenly Canaan is sur e t o all t he seed, because it  is what  God, who cannot  

lie, has pr omised. 3 

C.  Count less plain pr omises of  God in t he OT swept  aside by a ‘myst ical’ int er pr et at ion. 

D.  The nat ur e of  pr omises 

1.  God cr eat ed language 

2.  God cr eat ed man’s br ain 

3.  Language and under st and ar e t her ef or e suf f icient  t o communicat e t he meaning God 

int ends 

4.  The nor mal under st anding of  t he r ecipient s is par t  of  any pr omise 

5.  OT t ype vs. NT ant it ype 

an OT t ype or  pr omise may be ext ended or  applied t o a sit uat ion or  gr oup in t he NT, 

but  t his does not  r et r oact ively change it s f act ual meaning in t he OT 

I V.  The Pr omise of  a Land4 

A.  Also called t he Palest inian5 covenant  [OVERHEAD FROM CLASS 2]  

B.  Rest at ement  of  aspect s of  t he Mosaic covenant  pr ior  t o ent er ing t he pr omised land 

C.  Development  of  land aspect  of  uncondit ional Abrahamic covenant  – ownership is 

uncondit ional, possession is condit ional 

1.  [over head of  uncondit ional covenant s]  

2.  Gen. 13:14-17 – t o Abr aham and t o his seed f or ever  

3.  Gen. 15:18 − f r om t he r iver  of  Egypt  t o t he Euphrat es 

a) Not  t he Nile 

The r iver  of  Egypt  was most  pr obably what  became known as t he Wadi El 

Ar ish, t he sout hern border  of  J udah.6 

                                                 

2  Geneva Bible on Eze. 47:15. 

3 Henr y, Mat t hew. Mat t hew Henr y' s Comment ar y on t he Whole Bible : Complet e and Unabr idged in One Volume , 

Eze 47:13. Peabody: Hendr ickson, 1996, c1991. 

4  Ge 15:7; Ge 15:18; Ge 26:4; Ge 35:12; Ex 3:8; Ex 3:17; Ex 6:4; Ex 12:25; Ex 13:5; Ex 13:11; Ex 32:13; Ex 33:1; 

Eze 37:14; De 1:8; De 29:1; De 29:9; De 29:12; De 29:1; De 32:52; J os 21:43; J os 23:5; 1Ch 16:18; 1Ch 17:9; Ps 

105:11; I sa 60:21; J er  11:5; J er  16:15; Am 9:15; Ac 7:5 

5  Name given t o land by t he Roman Emper or  Hadr ian af t er  t he second J ewish r evolt  under  Bar  Cochba (A.D. 132-

135) f or  t he pur pose of  er asing any J ewish r emembr ance of  t he land as par t  of  his policy t o “de- j udaize” t he 

land. [Fr ucht enbaum, I sr aelology, 581]  
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4.  Gen. 26:4 − r epeat ed t o I saac 

5.  Gen. 35:12 − r epeat ed t o J acob/ I sr ael. 

6.  Ex. 32:13; 33:1 − Moses r eminds God of  land pr omise af t er  golden calf . 

D.  THE KORAN − Sura 5:20 

 "Remember  Moses said t o his people: ' O my People! Call in r emembr ance t he f avour  Of  

Allah unt o you, when He Pr oduced pr ophet s among you, Made you kings, [722] and gave You 

what  He had not  given To any ot her  among t he peoples. O my people! ent er  The holy land 

which Allah hat h assigned unt o you, And t ur n not  back I gnominously, f or  t hen Will ye be 

over t hr own, To your  own r uin.' " 

V.  Occupancy Condit ioned on Obedience7 

A.  The nat ur e of  condit ional obedience in r elat ion t o uncondit ional promises: 

"What  is uncondit ional is t hat  God will f ulf ill t he covenant s t o I sr ael. On t he ot her  hand, 

not  ever y last  J ew, et hnically speaking, will r eceive t he benef it s of  t hose pr omises. 

I ndividual blessing under  t he pr omises is always condit ioned upon obedience t o t he God 

who made t he covenant . So, t he par t icular  J ews who exper ience t he blessings of  I sr ael' s 

pr omises ar e t hose who f or m t he believing r emnant  of  J ews t hr oughout  hist or y. 

Uncondit ional pr omises guar ant ee t hat  some J ews will exper ience covenant ed blessings; 

t hrough t heir  obedience we lear n who is of  t hat  believing r emnant ." 8 

B.  Deu. 29:24-28 − nat ions see I sr ael scat t er ed due t o disobedience 

C.  Deu. 30:17-20 — possession of  land not  pr olonged 

D.  J er . 7:3-7 — amend your  ways and I  will cause you t o dwell in t his place 

VI .  Pr omises of  Scat t er ing (Diaspor a) on Disobedience 

A.  The phenomenon of  t he Wander ing J ew 

B.  Deu 29:23-28 — cast  int o anot her  land due t o disobedience 

C.  Deu 28:49–50, 63-67 —  plucked of f  land and scat t er ed wor ldwide, no r est  while scat t er ed 

D.  1K. 9:6-9 — disobedient  I sr ael t o be a pr over b and bywor d among all peoples 

E.   [over head – t imeline]  

F.  The disper sion of  t he Nor t her n Kingdom t o Assyr ia (722 B.C.) 

G.  The disper sion of  t he Sout her n Kingdom t o Babylon (605 B.C.) 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

6 MacAr t hur , J ohn J r . The MacAr t hur  St udy Bible. elect r onic ed., Ge 15:18. Nashville: Wor d Pub., 1997, c1997. 

7  De 28:63; 1Ki 9:7; 2Ch 33:8; J er  7:4-7; 45:4 

8  J ohn S. Feinber g, "Syst ems of  Discont i nuit y," Cont inuit y And Discont inuit y (West chest er , I L: Cr ossway Books, 

1988), pp. 79-80. 
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H.  Ot her  dispersions [overhead – J ews in t he Diaspora]  

VI I .  Pr omise of  Gat her ing 

A.  Lev. 26:40-45, Limit  t o j udgment  upon accept ance of  guilt . 

1.  Mat . 23:36-39 – J esus set s f or t h t he same requir ement  

2.  Zec. 12:9-10 – t he r epent ance f or  slain Messiah (cf . Rev. 1:7) 

B.  St age 1: I n Disobedience 

1.  "...in 1918 [ bef or e t he est ablishment  of  t he st at e of  I sr ael] , t he Philadelphia 

Prophet ic Conf erence adopt ed a st at ement  of  pr ophet ic f ait h. The f ir t h ar t icle 

r ead: We believe t hat  t her e will be a gat her ing of  I sr ael t o her  land in unbelief , and 

she will be af t er war d conver t ed by t he appear ing of  Chr ist  on her  behalf ." 9 

2.  Eze. 20:33-36 – assimilat ion not  allowed, gat her ed in unbelief , r ebels pur ged 

3.  Eze. 36:20-28 – pr of aning His name, gat her ed and t hen r egener at ed (par t  of  

f ulf illment  of  t he New Covenant   −  spir it ual r egenerat ion of  t he nat ion) 

4.  Eze. 38:8; 39:7 – Gog comes against  gat her ed and unbelieving I sr ael 

5.  J er . 30:3-11 – gat her ed, t ime of  J acob’s t r ouble, none like it , he shall be saved 

a) Zec. 12 – nat ions come against  J udah and J er usalem (must  be gat her ed f or  

t his t o occur ) 

6.  Eze. 37:1-8 – r eassembled nat ion, but  wit hout  br eat h 

C.  Second St age: I n Obedience 

1.  Deu. 30:1-6 − r ecall promises and curses, obey, gat hered, r egenerat ed 

2.  I sa. 11:1-12,15 – millennial cont ext , a second t ime, f r om all nat ions, dr y up Euphr at es 

and gulf  of  Suez 

3.  Eze. 37:1-14,21-23 – r egener at ed (cover ed in mor e det ail next  session) 

D.  Eclipses Egypt ian Exodus 

1.  J er . 16:14-15 – gat her ed f r om t he land of  t he nor t h [dir ect ion of  Babylonian 

at t ack] and all t he lands 

2.  J er . 23:5-7 – cont ext  is t he millennial kingdom 

VI I I .  Unf ulf illed 

A.  Appar ent  f ulf illment ? 

1.  J os. 21:43-45 – appar ent  f ulf illment  by J oshua ( 1400 B.C.)? 

                                                 

9  I ce, Thomas and Demy, Timot hy. When t he Tr umpet  Sounds. Eugene, OR: Har vest  House Publisher s, 1995., p. 

23. 
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2.  1K. 4:21 – appar ent  f ulf illment  by Solomon (1000 B.C.)? 

3.  Fulf illed in r et ur n f r om Babylonian Capt ivit y (539 B.C.)? 

B.  Not  f ulf illed 

1.  Pr ophecies given hundr eds of  year s af t er  J oshua and Solomon. 

a) Amos 9:8-15 (760 B.C.) 

2.  Pr ophecies cont inue af t er  r et urn f r om Babylon (539 B.C.). 

a) Zechar iah (520- 470 B.C.) 

(1) Zec 8:7-8 – saved f r om east  and west , br ought  t o J er usalem 

(2) Zec 10:6-10 – whist le and gat her  t hem 

3.  Thr oughout  t he pr ophet s pr edict ions have in view event s yet  f ut ur e (t r ibulat ion and 

millennial kingdom). 

a) Zec. 12; 14 – God def eat s all t he nat ions who at t ack I sr ael/ J er usalem 

(pr esupposes I sr ael is in t he land) 

4.  Pr ophecies st at e per manent  possession and complet e obedience br ought  about  

Sover eignly by God. 

a) Amos 9:8-15 (760 B.C.) – no longer  shall t hey be pulled up f r om t he land 
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I X.  Borders10 

A.  Gen. 15:18; Num. 34:2-12  

B.  Eze. 47:13-23 - Millennial Fulf illment  [over head] 

 

                                                 

10   Ge 13:15; 15:18; Ex 23:31; Nu 32:33; 34:2; De 1:7; 3:12 -17; 11:24; 34:1-4; J os 1:4; 13:1,7-8; 22:4; 2Sa 8:3; 1Ch 

5:9; 18:3; 2Ch 9:26; Ps 105:11; Eze 47:13-23 

Davids Kingdom Borders:  Radmacher , Ear l D., Ronald Bar clay Allen, and H. Wayne House. The Nelson St udy 

Bible : New King J ames Ver sion. I ncludes index., 2 Sa 24:10. Nashville: T. Nelson Publisher s, 1997. 

Millennial Kingdom Borders:  Walvoor d, J ohn F., Roy B. Zuck, and Dallas Theological Seminar y. The Bible 

Knowledge Comment ar y : An Exposit ion of  t he Scr ipt ur es, Eze 47:15. Wheat on, I L: Vict or  Books, 1983-c1985. 
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C.  CAUTI ON AGAI NST: desir e of  over laying t he land over  cur rent  geo-polit ical bor der s 

1.  Dif f icult y of  est ablishing biblical names and landmar ks wit h moder n locat ions. 

2.  I sr ael was dispossessed by God because of  disobedience. 

3.  I sr ael is being gat her ed (while apost at e). 

4.  Fulf illment  will not  come in ent ir et y unt il obedience – unt il God t ur ns away 

ungodliness f r om J acob. 

5.  I sr ael, like any ot her  nat ion, is made up of  sinner s and does not  deser ve 

uncondit ional suppor t . 

D.  Yet ... 

1.  Foolhar dy t o f ail t o r ecognize God’s pr omises t o I sr ael, bot h concer ning t he land 

and J erusalem. 

a) Unf ulf illed pr ophet ic passages indicat e God will vindicat e t he nat ion and 

t heir  capit al against  t hose who f ail t o under st and His pr omises. 

(1) I saiah 49:14-16 – J er usalem inscr ibed on God’s palms  

(2) 1 Kings 11:36 – J erusalem chosen by God, His name t here  

(3) I saiah 62:6-7 – give Him no r est  unt il he makes J er usalem a pr aise in 

t he ear t h [t his is not  t he New J er usalem]  

(4) Zechar iah 12:1-8 – J er usalem t o be a cup of  dr unkenness and st one of  

self -inf lict ed damage 

(5) J oel 3:2(-17) – Nat ions t o be j udged f or  scat t er ing I sr ael and 

dividing up God’s land  

2.  A wise and Godly nat ion will suppor t  I sr ael’s r ight  t o t he land and t o J er usalem else 

r isk being on t he wr ong side of  God’s wor k in hist or y. 

X.  Owned by God 

A.  Lev. 25:23 − land not  t o be sold, land is “Mine” 

B.  Ps. 83:12 − r ef er r ed t o as t he “past ur es of  God” 

C.  J oel 1:6; 3:2 − called “My Land” 

D.  J oel 3:2 (NKJ V)  I  will also gat her  all nat ions, And br ing t hem down t o t he Valley of  

J ehoshaphat ; And I  will ent er  int o j udgment  wit h t hem t her e On account  of  My people, My 

her it age I sr ael, Whom t hey have scat t er ed among t he nat ions; They have also divided up 

My land. 

E.  J oel 3:2 – Aspect s ar e yet  f ut ur e 

1.  f ulf illed por t ion 

As J ehoshaphat  over t hr ew t he conf eder at e f oes of  J udah, namely, Ammon, Moab, 
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&c. (Ps 83:6–8), in t his valley, so God was t o over t hr ow t he Tyr ians, Zidonians, 

Philist ines, Edom, and Egypt , wit h a similar  ut t er  over t hr ow (J oe 3:4, 19). This has 

been long ago f ulf illed;  

2.  unf ulf illed por t ion 

but  t he ult imat e event  shadowed f or t h her ein is st ill f ut ur e, when God shall 

specially int er pose t o dest r oy J er usalem’s last  f oes, of  whom Tyr e, Zidon, Edom, 

Egypt , and Philist ia ar e t he t ypes. As “J ehoshaphat ” means “t he j udgment  of  

J ehovah,” t he valley of  J ehoshaphat  may be used as a gener al t er m f or  t he t heat er  

of  God’s f inal j udgment s on I sr ael’s f oes, wit h an allusion t o t he j udgment  inf lict ed 

on t hem by J ehoshaphat . The def init e ment ion of  t he Mount  of  Olives in Zec 14:4, 

and t he f act  t hat  t his was t he scene of  t he ascension, makes it  likely t he same shall 

be t he scene of  Chr ist ’s coming again: compar e “t his same J esus … shall so come in 

like manner  as ye have seen Him go int o heaven” (Ac 1:11).11 

XI .  I mplicat ions 

A.  The land pr omise was under st ood t o be lit er al and will be f ulf illed lit er ally. 

B.  The land is owned ult imat ely by God, was given t o I sr ael, but  f inal possession is condit ional 

on her  spir it ual r egener at ion. 

C.  The diaspor a of  t he J ews obser ved in hist or y is not  t he slight est  sur pr ise t o t he st udent  

of  hist or y ar med wit h scr ipt ur es − it  is copiously pr edict ed. 

D.  The gat her ing of  I sr ael and occupancy of  t he land is as sur e as her  dispossession and 

scat t er ingf or  God has said it . 

E.  Chr ist ians who f ail t o gr asp t hese point s will likely f ind t hemselves unwit t ingly opposing 

God.  Chr ist ians who oppose I sr ael’s r ight  t o t he land and t o J er usalem as it s sole capit al  

ar e at  gr eat  r isk: 

1.  How sur e ar e t hey t hat  God is t hr ough wit h I sr ael?  

2.  What  if  t he r et ur n under way is par t  of  I sr ael’s r est or at ion pr ior  t o pr ophet ic 

event sas many believe Scr ipt ur e descr ibes? 

3.  Ar e t hey willing t o be f ound in opposit ion t o God’s movement  in hist or y? Ult imat ely, 

wit h t hey cont r ibut e t owar d t he f ulf illment  of  J oel’s pr ophecy (J oel 3:2 cf . Zec. 12; 

14)? 

F.  Clar ance Lar kin wr it ing in 1920 (pr ior  t o Holocaust  and 28 year s bef or e I sr ael r ecr eat ed) 

1.  “Fr om t hese scr ipt ur es we see t hat  t he J ews have not  been supplant ed by eit her  

t he Gent iles or  t he Chur ch, and when t he t ime comes t hey will again become a 

                                                 

11 J amieson, Rober t , A. R. Fausset , A. R. Fausset  et  al&per iod;. A Comment ar y, Cr it ical and Explanat or y, on t he Old 

and New Test ament s. On spine: Cr it ical and explanat or y comment ar y., J oe 3:2. Oak Har bor , WA: Logos 

Resear ch Syst ems, I nc., 1997. 
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nat ion.  We indulge in no idle and pr of it less speculat ions when we at t empt  t o 

f or ecast  t he f ut ur e of  t he J ewish People. All we have t o do is t o gat her  t oget her  

and place in t heir  logical or der  what  t he Holy Spir it  t hr ough t he Pr ophet s, has 

f oret old. The met hod is as simple as t he r esult  is sure.” 12 

XI I .  Pr ayer  

The Gat her ing of  t he J ews and conf lict  over  t he pr omised land and J er usalem ar e t he pr elude t o 

pr ophesied event s leading t o t he r et ur n of  I sr ael’s Messiah.  I s He your  Messiah t oo?  Shouldn’t  

you be pr epar ed? 

                                                 

12   Right ly Dividing t he Wor d 


