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Authorship

External evidencendicates that the Apostle John wrote Revelat&irch external pieces of
evidence include Justin Martyr, Shepherd of Herrividito, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Hippolytus,
Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and the Muratoriaan@n. There is a virtual unanimous early
witness that John authored the Apocalypsernal evidencealso indicates that John wrote the
book. John is named five times in the book (1:8;£1:2; 22:8). The book refers to its writer as
Christ’s servant (1:1), a brother and companiotmibbulation (1:9), and on the Island of Patmos
because of the Word of God and the testimony ofsSC(i:9). The writer also had credibility with
the churches of Asia Minor (1:11). Such a desaipfits John since tradition indicates that he was
bishop over Asia Minor toward the end of his lifedaministry. Because of the book’s dependence
upon the Old Testament, its writer obviously haggfamiliarity with it. Again, this
characterization fits John given his Jewish heetag

Despite the persuasiveness of these arguments, peatylate that John was not the author
of the book on the grounds that Revelation’s stytammar, vocabulary, expressions, theology,
emphasis, and presentation are so different in eoisgn to John’s other writings. For example,
while “believe” is featured heavily in John’s gogpghe word is absent in Revelation. Moreover,
while John does not include his name in his gospeincludes it several times in Revelation.

However, there are similarities between Revelatiot John’s other writings. Both make use of the

! Material for this section was compiled from vasmources, including Bruce Wilkinson and Kennetla,Balk Thru
the Bible(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1983), 509-16; RoberG@mackiNew Testament Survé@rand Rapids:
Baker, 1974), 391-98; John F. Walvoord, “Revelatiam Bible Knowledge Commentargd. John F. Walvoord and
Roy B. Zuck (Colorado Springs, CO: Chariot Victarbitshing, 1983), 925-2Nelson's Complete Book of Charts
and Maps (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1996), 482-92; iflas L. Constable, “Notes on Revelation,” online:

www.soniclight.comaccessed 8 December 2005, 1-2; Stanley Tous$kig,Revelation of John,” (unpublished

class notes in BE 307B Hebrews, General Epistleg Revelation, Dallas Theological Seminary, Sp&660), 1-4.
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terms “true,” “lamb,” and “logos” (John 1:1; Rev:18). Both also allude to Zechariah 12:10 (John
19:37; Rev 1:7). The Book of Revelation also maksss of the notions of “water of life,” “over
comers,” and “commandment keepers” as do Johné&r ethitings. Both Revelation and John’s
other writings also focus upon the conflicting the=nof light and darkness, love and hatred, and

good and evil.

Perhaps the differences between John’s other gsitamd Revelation are explainable due to
the unusual circumstances surrounding the compasiti the Apocalypse. While John’s other
writings were the product of careful reflection, Mekation came about because of a sudden
reception of a vision. Moreover, while his otheitimgs may have been completed through the
assistance of an amanuensis, no amanuensis wésbéey#d John on Patmos. Also, the differences
in theology could be due to the fact that the stthyeatter of the visions was so different in
comparison to what John had written before. In taldi differences in presentation are attributable
to the fact that the vision relayed informatiordadn in a specific genre while John’s other wriing
are recorded in an entirely different genre. IrdBngly, one notices similar differences in grammar

and vocabulary when comparing the writings of sdinsé century Greek authors.

Others question Johannine authorship of the Appsalyn the ground that the writer
distinguishes himself from the other apostles irl21However, Paul follows this same practice.
While identifying himself as the author of the égtto the Ephesians (1:1), he goes on to seemingly
distinguish himself from the apostles in Ephesi2ari2® and 3:5. Others contend that if the Apostle
John had penned the book he would have attachegaitte“apostle” to his name somewhere in the
letter and yet the writer fails to do so. Howevewould have been redundant for John to follow

such a practice since he was already well respéstélde churches of Asia Minor (1:11).

Johannine authorship of Revelation was not questiamtil Dionysius first raised the issue
in the third century. While Calvin, Erasmus, andizyli rejected Johannine authorship of the
Apocalypse, virtually all other orthodox scholaes/é accepted the apostle John as the book’s
writer. The suggestion that some other John rattaar the apostle John wrote the book, such as
John the elder, a prophet named John, or John Miag&tes more problems than it solves.
Similarity of style found throughout the book indies that John is the book’s single author.
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Place of Writing

The vision was addressed to John (1:1) who wasa@xih the Island of Patmos at the time
(1:9). Patmos is an island located off the wesstoBAsia Minor 60 miles south west of Ephesus.
It was a small rocky island in the Aegean Sea.a$ an island that abounded with volcanic rock and
a place where the Roman Empire exiled people. Nomsechurch fathers (Clement of Alexandria,
Irenaeus, Eusebius, Victorinus) indicated that Jels released from Patmos at the conclusion of
Domitian’s reign A.D. 96) and then returned to Ephesus. The exactoddi@hn’s release from
Patmos is unknown. However, most assume that tbke Wwas completed on Patmos before John’s
release and return to Ephesus (1:11; 22:7; 9,801 9).

Destination

The letter was addressed to the seven churchesiafinor (1:4, 11). It was intended as a
circular letter (1 Pet 1:1). In other words, it waad first by Ephesus and then passed on to Smyrna
After Smyrna read the letter, it was then passetbdtergamum, etc... According to tradition, John
had already been the bishop over Asia Minor forestime before the book was written. Because
he was already well known in this area, the chusdié\sia Minor would have readily accepted his
writings. Because his audience consisted of chsraheeems he was addressing those who were

already believers who needed to progress furthtirdrarea of practical sanctification.

Canonicity

Some objected to the inclusion of Revelation indlleonon the grounds that its style was
so different in comparison to other New Testamenitirvgs. Others opposed canonicity because the
book taught a future earthly reign of Christ, whadntradicted prevailing amillennial theological
presuppositions. Yet Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, Ewsetpollonius, and Theophilus saw the book as
divinely authored Scripture. Most have concludeat the book deserves canonical status because it

complimented prior revelation (Dan; Matt 24-25).

2 Because the letters featured in Revelation 2—&ddeessed to churches (2:1) and over comers (14tdh5:3-5),
promise rewards applicable to all believers (22:2214; 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8; 3:5; 20:12, 15), anohounce

discipline (3:19; Heb 12:5-11), it is safe to cart# that John’s audience consists of believers.
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Title

The title of the book is derived from the openimgse, which says, “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ.” Interestingly, the book is not abmutrom John. Thus, John’s name should not be
included in the book’s title. The noun “Revelatiqapokalupsis) is singular. Thus, the book
records a singular revelation from God to Johnrétoee, the proper title of the book is
“Revelation” rather than “RevelationsApokalupsis means unveiling. Thus, the purpose of the

book is to unveil Chrigtand the final phase of His plan of redemption.

Date

Many today propose a date of composition of thekljrer toA.D. 70 during the Neronic
reign. Preterism, which sees most or all of thekfsocontents as being fulfilled in the eventsaab.
70, has a vested interest in promoting this eaatg®iHow can Revelation be a prophecy abaot
70 if the book were written 25 years after the ?athe notions that the letters in Nero’s full name
add up to 666 (13:18), that the N&edivivuamyth is spoken of in 13:3, 12, 14, that the temple
(11:1-2) refers to the first century Jerusalem tenefore it fell, that Revelation makes no mention
of the fall of Jerusalem ia.D. 70, and that the king reigning at the time JdiX0) wrote was
Nero are all used to support the idea that Johmengoor toA.D. 70. However, most of this

evidence is rather weak and has been successébllyted®

It seems better to adhere to a date.pf 95 for the composition of the book toward the end
of Domitian’s reign External evidencéor this late date includes a rather clear stategrog
Irenaeus that Revelation was written by John towlaedend of Domitian’s reign. Irenaeus’
statement is important since he was discipled Bydag who in turn was discipled by John, the
author of the Apocalypse. Though many have argohatlitenaeus statement is ambiguous, it was

interpreted as favoring a Domitianic date for tinstfseveral centuries of church history. In fact,

3“Jesus Christ” seems to function as a subjectértiye in the book’s title.
* Kenneth L. GentryBefore Jerusalem Fe{Tyler, TX: Institute for Christian Economics, 1938

® Mark Hitchcock, “The Stake in the Heart: The Ad5. Date of Revelation,” ifhe End Times Controverssd. Tim
LaHaye and Thomas Ice (Eugene, OR: Harvest Ho)2123-50.
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there is no clear statement from a church fathdicating that John wrote the Apocalypse during

the reign of Nero until the sixth centdty.

Internal evidencdor a Domitianic date can be found in the conditxd the churches
described in chapters 2—-3. Paul addressed sorhesd# same churches in the 60’s. Yet the churches
depicted in Revelation seem very different from Heawl initially described them. Examples of
such differences include Ephesus’ loss of firsel¢2:4) and the presence of the Nicolaitans (2:6).
Such a spiritual change would presumably take s¢decades. Moreover, Laodicea is depicted as
prosperous (3:17) and yet an earthquake destrongaity in the 60’s. Presumably, it would have
taken several decades for that city to return édekel of prosperity depicted in Revelation. Also,
John did not move from Jerusalem to Ephesus amtil67. Thus, a pre.D. 70 date for Revelation
would not have allowed him enough time to estaldisbspected ministry in Asia Minor.
Furthermore, the Neronic persecution could nothleepersecution mentioned in Revelation 2—3

since it was a local persecution confined to Ronteraever extended into Asia Minor.

Structure

Several items must be kept in mind when contemqatie structure of Revelatiofirst,
the key structural verse is found in 1:19. Theo&nlis told to write “the things that he has seke,
things that are, and the things that will take elkter.” This verse furnishes the three-fold doas
of the book. “The things that you have seen” regmethe theophanic appearance of Christ that
John recorded in chapter 1. “The things that a@ptesent the letters to the seven churches that are
recorded in chapters 2—-3. “The things that will begiresent the events of the future that are
recorded in chapters 4—-22. This third section @adibided further between the events of the
tribulation (4:1-19:10), the second coming and sgbent events (19:11-20:15), and the eternal
state (21-22).

Some object to this threefold division on the gmbaithat it is unbalanced since the third
section encompasses most of the book. However,auahbalance is justified upon recalling that

Revelation is a prophetic book. Others object e tifreefold division on the grounds that chapters

% bid., 137.
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4-22 do not affect the seven churches. Howeverdiijection vanishes upon remembering that

knowledge of the future influences one’s presehali®r (2 Pet 3:11).

Secondthe three series of judgments found in the bagk place in chronological order.
Some have posited a recapitulation scheme witjuttggments running concurrently and ending
with the Second Coming. Such a view is defendethergrounds that the seventh trumpet (11:16-
18) is described similarly to the seventh bowl {I:since both judgments seem to terminate with
Christ’'s’ return. However, just because these juelgis end the same way does not mean that they
end at the same time or begin at the same timeréldapitulation view is also defended by arguing
that it is impossible for the fourth trumpet, whidlrkens a third of the luminaries (8:12), to fallo
the sixth seal, which darkens all of the luminaf@&42). However, the darkening of the luminaries

in 6:12 could be a temporary rather than a perntaneatity.

Therefore, it seems more reasonable to see thengmkg progressing in a chronological
fashion. They appear to increase in intensity.dxample, after ¥4 of humanity is destroyed (6:8),
then 1/3 of humanity is destroyed (9:15, 18). MesFowhile the early judgments are fractional
(8:8), the latter judgments are non fractional 8).6Previous judgments seem to reach completion
before the next judgments are introduced (11:1d) ekample, peace under the antichrist is
introduced under the first seal (6:1-2) and thes peace is taken from the earth with the opening o
the second seal (6:3-4). Similarly, the eterndkestal—-22) chronologically follows the millennium
(20:1-10) rather than being a mere recapitulatioh @his point becomes obvious by observing the
numerous characteristics present in the millenrtiem will be absent in the eternal state. Some of
the prophesied millennial activity will include te{20:4), a temple (Ezek 40-48), death (Isa
65:20), satanic activity (Rev 20:7), and human ltedlre(Rev 20:8-9). Yet time (22:5), a temple
(Rev 21:22), death (Rev 21:4), Satan (Rev 20:1@),sin (Rev 21:27) will be totally absent from
the Eternal State.

Third, the judgments progress in a telescoping manmethler words, the seventh seal

introduces the trumpet judgments. These trumpegmehts explain the seventh seal. Similarly, the

" Robert L. ThomadRevelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Comment@iiicago: Moody Press, 1992), 525-43.
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seventh trumpet introduces the bowl judgments. & hesvl judgments explain the seventh trumpet.
Several textual clues make this telescoping armraege self-evident. When the seventh seal is
opened, no immediate judgment takes place. Yet dalmattention to the angel that will sound the
trumpets (8:1-2).

Also, when the fourth trumpet is sounded, the anoement of three remaining woes is
given (8:13). While the fifth and sixth trumpetsng forth horrific judgment (9:1-12, 13-21), no
immediate judgment is introduced with the sevenimpet (11:15-19). Thus, in what sense is the
seventh trumpet a third woe? The seventh trumpethgd woe because it triggers the bowls that
will bring forth the final woe. Along these sameds, the fifth trumpet announces the coming of the
remaining two woes (9:12) because the seventh teumitl have the function of introducing the
bowls. Similarly, the sixth trumpet indicates thainal woe remains (11:14) because the seventh
trumpet will have the function of introducing thevids. Also, according to 10:7, the seventh
trumpet will complete God’s judgment. How can thésif the God’s judgment will not be
completed until the pouring forth of the bowls ()& This connection is made because the seventh

trumpet will trigger the bowl judgments.

Seals: 12345%
Trumpetsl 2 34 5 6/

Bowl§23 4567

Fourth, the three series of judgments are interruptefiveynon-chronological, parenthetical
insertions that offer further information on whaishmmediately transpired. The first insertion {7:1
17) occurs in between the sixth and seventh bolé. Second insertion (10:1-11:14) occurs in
between the sixth and seventh trumpet. The thedriron (12:1-14:20) occurs in between the
seventh trumpet and the first bowl. The fourth iiea (16:13-16) occurs in between the sixth and
seventh bowl. The fifth insertion (17:1-19:6) ocxur between the seventh bowl and the Second
Advent.
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SEALS TRUMPETS BOWLS

Judgments 1-6 (7:17) 7 Judgments 1-6 (10:1-11:14) Judgments 1-6 (16:13-16)
7 (12:1-14:20) 7 (17:1-19:6)

Method of Communication

John’s function in the communication of the visggems to have been that of a
stenographer. He was an observer of the visionwsdmsotold to write down what he saw and heard
(2:11). In fact, John is given the command to witelve times throughout the book. John’s role
becomes apparent by noting the repetition of thrageh”l saw” and “I heard” dispersed throughout
the book. The first chapter of the book recordsifricate communication process regarding how
the vision was to be conveyed from God to Johndience (1:1-4). The Revelation was conveyed
from God the Father to Jesus Christ to an angaéblhm to a book to a reader (presumably the

messenger of a given church) to the listener (pne@sly a church congregation).

Methods of Interpretation

Not all scholars agree upon how to interpret Reiaie6—19 or how to handle the character
of the millennium. There are four basic methodsriterpreting RevelatiorPreterismsees most or
all of the books contents fulfilled in the p&stistoricismsees most or all of the book’s contents as
finding a fulfillment in church historydealismdivorces the book’s contents from history instead
opting to see them as recurring throughout evengggion Futurismbelieves that most of the
book’s contents await a future fulfillment. Thispapach is the product of a consistent literal,

grammatical, historical approach. This latter applois the one followed in this argument.

8 There are at least two broad categories of peeterfFirst, full preterism holds that all of the phecies in the Book of
Revelation were fulfilled during the Jewish Watle years\.D. 66 to 70. Second, partial preterism holds thastro
the prophecies in the Book of Revelation were Hfeffi in the Jewish War of A.D. 66 to 70. Partiabjgrists believe
that the only prophetic events yet to be fulfilee@ a futurd®arousig the general judgment, and the general

resurrection. This second category is the most comview held by preterists today.
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Amillennialismbelieves that because the millennium is a preseatity, there will be no
future kingdom on earttiRostmillennialisnbelieves that the church will make progress in
Christianizing the world and thus ushering in tirgdom and then Christ will return. These two
approaches hold to replacement theology, whichhesathat the promises to Israel have been
transferred to the church or the “new Israel” arelreow being fulfilled in a spiritual sense.
Premillennialismbelieves that the kingdom age will only begin e@érist’s return. This latter
approach adheres to a consistent hermeneutic dhe ane followed in this argument. Preterists,

historicists, and idealists are either amillenoiapostmillennial while futurists are premillennial

Some premillennialists ammvenant premillennialistd hey reject the notion that God has
separate programs for Israel and the church (arefibre are replacement theologians), the notion
that the 1000-year duration of the kingdom isexdit time period (although they do not deny a
future, earthly kingdom), and pretribulationalidmstead they embrace postribulationalism (see
below definitions). Another premillennial approdstihat ofdispensational premillennialisnThey
interpret the number 1000, which occurs six tinrmeReévelation 20:1-10, literally. They also believe
that God has separate programs for Israel andhiinele. They see Revelation 6-19 as an expansion
of the missing week in Daniel's prophecy of thew&keks (Dan 9:24-27). They also embrace
pretribulationalism. This latter approach is thedarct of a consistent hermeneutical approach and

is the one followed in this argument.

Premillennialists are also divided as to the tinifighe rapturé.There are five rapture
views. The first view ipartial rapturism which teaches that only the “spiritual” Chrissamnill be
raptured. However, this view unnecessarily divi@ésist’s body. The second viewpse wrath
rapturism which teaches that the church will be raptureédrahree quarters of the tribulation has
transpired. This view believes that God’s wrathh& Day of the Lord will only encompass the final
qguarter of the tribulation. The third viewnsd tribulationalism which teaches that the church will

be removed mid way through the tribulation. Therflowiew ispost tribulationalismwhich

° While some seek to merge the rapture and the demming into one event, the differences betweerhio events
make it obvious that two distinct events are inwi€or an exhaustive list of the differences betwde two events,
see H. Wayne House and Randall Priglearts of Bible Prophecf§Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003), 98-99.
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teaches that the church will be removed at theoétide tribulation® The fifth view ispre

tribulationalism which teaches that the church will be removeditgethe tribulation begins.

Pre tribulationalism has better arguments in ®faFirst, although the church is
mentioned 19 times in chapters 1-3, both the wottithe concept disappear and do not reappear
until 22:16? Secongonly pretribulationalism handles fairly the Neestament emphasis upon
imminency (Phil 3:20; 4:5). All the other views tdathat Christ cannot return any time because
some prophetic scheme must first transpire befaedpture can occurhird, the tribulation
period represents a time when God completes Hisishéd work with national Israel (Dan 9:24).
Thus, the church cannot be present since He déilidsrael and the church on a mutually
exclusive basié® Fourth, because the church has been promised an exenfigtiomivine wrath (1
Thess 1:10; 5:9; Rom 5:9) and the tribulation repnés a time of divine wrath (6:17), the church
cannot be present during this time period.

Genre and Hermeneutics

Revelation exhibits multiple genres. The first gerapresented is that pfophecy The
book claims to be prophecy on several occasior¥s 22:7, 10, 18, 19). The second genre

19 A major weakness of post tribulationalism is ##fre to explain who populates the millenniumthe millennium,
there will exist a sizeable population who will behildren (Isa 65:20, 23), sin (Zech 14:16-19; R&v7-10), and
experience death (Isa 65:20). Thus, mortals wiiter the millennium. However, if all believerseatranslated at the
end of the tribulation as post tribulationalismeats where do the mortals come from who will regdate the
millennium? It makes more sense for the rapturectur earlier and for those converted during takioh period to

enter the millennium in mortal bodies.

1 By “concept” | mean the uniting of Jews and Gestibn equal footing in one new spiritual organi&ori 10:12; 1
Cor 12:13; Gal 3:28; Eph 2:11-18). Because natidisdinctions again exist in the tribulation (7:418.:3-13; 12:1),

the church cannot be present during this time gerio

2 |nterestingly, in 13:9, the word “church” is left of the phrase “he who has an ear let him hétowever, the word

“church” is included in this same phrase whenevappears numerous times in Revelatie.2

13 This factor may explain why Revelation 4-22 loskslJewish. The Jewish nature of this section dpgoe is seen
through the mention of the 144,000 Jews (7:4-& vibman (12:1) who represents Israel (Gen 37:94k@),the two
Jewish prophets (11:3-13).
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represented ispistolary The salutation (1:4-6) and benediction (22:2&)samilar to what one
would find in an epistle. The letters to the segkarches (2—3) seem to be written in an epistolary
format!* The third genre representedislical apocalyptic Some have noticed a common cluster
of attributes in certain prophetic sections of gtcnie. They include intense symbolism and an
interpreting angel (Isa 24-27; Ezek; Dan; Zechcd&mse Revelation shares these same attributes,

some also refer to it as biblical apocalyptic.
Revelation is Apocalyptic?

However, recent evangelical interpreters have beéguwest the term “apocalyptic” with a
new meaning. When they use the term “apocalypgcdiure” they are equating the books of
Ezekiel, Daniel, and Revelation with a host of mamonical, extra biblical writings that flourished
from the intertestamental period and into the sdammntury A.D. Examples includenoch,
Apocalypse of Baruch, Jubilees, Assumption of Mdxssims of Solomon, Testament of the Twelve
Patriarchs, and Sibylline Oracle3hese writings possess a common cluster of at&# Such
attributes include the following: extensive usesyibolism, vision as the major means of
revelation, angelic guides, activity of angels dedhons, focus on the end of the current age and
the inauguration of the age to come, urgent expieataf the end of earthly conditions in the
immediate future, the end as a cosmic catastropve salvation that is paradisal in character,
manifestation of the kingdom of God, a mediatohwiyal functions, dualism with God and Satan
as the leaders, spiritual order determining the fd history, pessimism about man’s ability to
change the course of events, periodization andrdatessm of human history, other worldly

journeys, the catchword glory, and a final showddetween good and evil.

4 However, this argument should probably not be pdgho far since the content of these letters betiaformation
from the apocalyptic revelation of Christ givercimapter 1 when introducing Christ to the churci2es, (8, 12, 18;
3:1, 7, 14). These letters also borrow informafimm the apocalyptic sections dealing with the mdéstate (21-22)

when making promises to over comers (2:7, 11, 62& 3:5, 12, 21).

15 John J. Collins, edApocalypse: The Morphology of a Gepemia; 14 (Missoula: MT: Scholars Press, 1979), 9
George Eldon Laddlhe Presence of the Futuf@rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974), 76-101.; Freddridkurphy,
Early Judaism: The Exile to the Time of Jef@sabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2002), 130-33.; Steved@, ed.,

Revelation: Four Views, a Parallel CommentéNashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 10-12.
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It is argued that Ezekiel, Daniel, and Revelatibare many of these characteristics. On this
basis, these canonical books are also categorizafdacalyptic literature. The Book of Revelation
in particular is categorized with the apocalyptigtiwgs. Not only does the Revelation share many
features with these extra biblical books, butsbalvas composed during the same general time
period when the apocalyptic writings were compo3éetre is no doubt that Revelation is similar to

the apocalyptic writings in several respects.
Hermeneutical Changes Resulting From Viewing Revada’'s Character as Apocalyptic

However, categorizing Revelation with the apocabyptritings significantly challenges the
traditional, dispensational interpretation of Rewiein. The decision to classify Revelation witk th
apocalyptic genre alters the hermeneutical priesiphat one uses in interpreting the book.
Consequently, four hermeneutical doors seem to tp#re extent that Revelation’s character is
viewed as apocalypti€irst, it becomes difficult to approach the text withteaightforward

literalism. Kenneth Gentry observes:

Before beginning my survey, | must note what mdstistians suspect and what virtually all
evangelical scholars (excluding classic dispengatists) recognize regarding the book:
Revelation is a highly figurative book that we canapproach with a simple straightforward

literalism2®

Elsewhere Gentry observes that consistent litendlis an impossible ideal* Gregg
contends that many interpreters fail to take imtooant Revelation’s apocalyptic character.

According to Steve Gregg:

A failure to take into account this feature hasdethe to the most outlandish teachings on

this book by some whose rule of interpretatioriieral unless absurd.” Though this is good

16 Kenneth L. Gentry, “A Preterist View of Revelatjpm Four Views on the Book of Revelatieu. C. Marvin Pate
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 38.

" Kenneth L. GentrytHe Shall Have Dominigr2d and rev. ed. (Tyler: TX: Institute for Christi Economics, 1997),
151.
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rule when dealing with literature written in a féégenre, it is the exact opposite in the case

of apocalyptic literature, where symbolism is thkerand literalism is the exceptidh.

What Gregg has done here is argue that the ordireameneutical standard that is used in
interpreting other sections of Scripture is no lengpplicable to biblical eschatology. In ordinary
hermeneutics, the assumption is the author wanted understood in literal terms unless
something compelling from the text informs the ipteter otherwise. Gregg is arguing that this rule
no longer holds true in interpreting Revelation #mat the inverse is true. The assumption of
literalism, unless a textual clue informs the ipteter otherwise, becomes substituted for an
assumption of symbolism unless the interpreteleidead otherwise. Gregg has used the apocalyptic
genre categorization to stand ordinary hermenduygroaciples on their head. Hamstra does the
same thing when he begins with the presuppositiantiecause Revelation is apocalyptic, he views

all of Revelation’s episodes and visions as synehaditil proven otherwis€’

The reason for this presupposition that apocalygature cannot be approached literally
is because such writings can be described as litésisture®® In other words, the writing was
produced as a result of some impending cfisis.order to highlight the severity of the crisise
apocalyptist spoke in exaggerated terms. Take lyyoivanalogy the statement, “my world has
come to an end because | lost my job.” This stateémleviously does not communicate a literal end
of the world. Rather, it is using heightened largguan order to communicate the significance of a

personal event.

Similarly, an apocalyptic understanding of Revelatviews John as vesting earthly events
with heightened eschatological language in ordeotamunicate the gravity of the immediate
crisis. Understanding Revelation in such hyperbiginns opens the possibility that the global

18 Gregg, ed.Revelation: Four Views, a Parallel Commentatyt.

9 Sam Hamstra, “An Idealist View of Revelation,”Four Views on the Book of Revelati@ul. C. Marvin Pate (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 129.

2 Mitchell G. Reddish, edApocalyptic Literature: A ReadéPeabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1990), 24.

2L John J. CollinsThe Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to JslwApocalyptic Literature2d ed. (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 38.
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language of Revelation may in actuality be desmepdf a localized phenomenon that John has
invested with global language. Caird best summarize matter when he says, “What seems to
have escaped notice at the time is that Eschatasogynetaphor, the application of end of the
world language to that which is not literally thedeof the world.?? Thus, when John speaks of a
great city reigning over the kings of the earth: {8}, he is speaking in heightened language of an
immediate oppressive force in his own day, sucheagsalem or Rome. If John used the same
hyperbolic methodology common in apocalyptic wgsnin Revelation, then statements such as
half of the world’s population being destroyed (Re8; 9:15) and the greatest earthquake in human
history (Rev 16:18) cannot be construed literdgther, they similarly represent heightened
language communicating a past event that the pedi®d experienced, such as oppression by
Jerusalem or Rome. Understanding Revelation in byphrbolic terms opens the possibility that
the global language may in actuality be descriptifva localized historical phenomenon that John

has invested with global language.

This mindset represents a marked departure fraraljtgrammatical, historical
methodology and opens the door to historicism aetegsm. For example, whenever the global
nature of Revelation’s prophecies do not line ughwhe local scenario of anb. 70 fulfillment,
preterist Kenneth Gentry dismisses the global eabfithe text as mere hyperbole. He notes, “...the
preterist view does understand Revelation’s projglsesrs strongly reflecting actual historical events
in John’s near future, though they are set in dygptia drama and clothed in poetic hyperbole.”
Preterist Don Preston also relies upon Revelat@onging to the apocalyptic category in order to
find support for his view that Revelation’s glolehguage was fulfilled in the local eventsaab.
70. He observes that apocalyptic literature hyperes the destruction of Jerusalem. According to
Sibylline Oracle5:153, “the whole creation was shaken” when warlbegn Jerusalem. If
Revelation is also apocalyptic literature, then &atron must be similarly using hyperbolic

languagée?®

22 G. B. Caird,The Language and Imagery of the Bililendon: Duckworth, 1980), 253.

% Don Prestonwho Is This Babylon@on K. Preston, 1999), 56.
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A similar approach is seen in Old Testament studitesy view Isaiah 13—-14 and Jeremiah
50-51 as describing Babylon’s past fall in %30. rather than her future fall. The interpretatisn i
held in spite of the fact that the details of thieses go far beyond the historic fall of Babyldiis
interpretation is justified on the grounds thatiantNear Eastern extra biblical writings often
describe the destruction of foes in hyperbolic erBecause Isaiah and Jeremiah incorporated a
similar “destruction genre” in their description®ébylon’s fall, the language of Babylon’s
destruction in Isaiah 13—-14 and Jeremiah 50-5beaapplied to her historic fall rather than her
future fall>*Secongdapocalyptic multivalence is another hermeneuticalr that opens when
Revelation is classified as belonging to the apgotal category. Collins offers the following

explanation of apocalyptic multivalence:

In other Jewish apocalypses the Babylonian crisiBesixth century often provides the
filter through which later crises are viewed. Thep@asis is not on the uniqueness of the
historical events but on recurring patterns, whaskimilate the particular crisis to some

event of the past whether historical or mythfal.

If John also employs apocalyptic multivalences ipossible that the events of Revelation
cannot be anchored to one event but rather cam repeatedly throughout history. This perspective
allows Pate to employ a multi layered hermeneuticéntifying Babylon of Revelation 17-18.

Pate concludes that Babylon in these chaptersnigtrefers to a future Babylon but to ancient
Jerusalem as welf.Elsewhere, he argues that the beast of Revelaiaefers simultaneously to
both Nero as well as a future antichfiSHowever, nowhere in the context is it even implieait
these texts have more than one meaning. Pate laregpriori presupposition of multiple

meanings to the text solely on the basis of Renglatalleged apocalyptic content. Such a layered

2 Homer Heater, “Do the Prophets Teach That Babglbvill Be Rebuilt in the Eschaton?]burnal of the Evangelical
Theological Societ¢l (March 1998): 31-36.

% Collins, The Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to JshwApocalyptic Literature51.

% C. Marvin Pate, “A Progressive Dispensationaligw of Revelation,” ifFour Views on the Book of Revelatieul.
C. Marvin Pate (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 160

27.C. Marvin Pate and Calvin Haind8pomsday DelusiondnterVarsity Press: Downers Grove, |ll, 1995);4%&
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hermeneutic again represents a significant degaftam the literal, grammatical, historical method
where texts were presumed to have a single meakiiitgn Terry explains: “A fundamental
principle in grammatico-historical exposition istlihe words and sentences can have but one
significance in one and the same connection. Theembd we neglect this principle we drift upon a

sea of uncertainty and conjectufg.”

Third, the notion that John used secret codes to disgiuesenemies of God’s people
mentioned in the book also becomes viable if Reéwglas apocalyptic. At times, the apocalyptists
disguised through symbolic language the entity wWest oppressing them. The apocalyptic writer
sought to give hope to the oppressed people ofyqatedicting the cataclysmic destruction of the
enemy that was persecuting them. However, becdusaroof retaliation, the apocalyptist was not
free to identify the oppressor. Thus, the messagetd be disguised in symbolic dré&&or
example, apocalyptic writings sometimes used Babgma code for Rom&ipylline Oracles:

143, 159-60, 434). If John was following this pattéhe also does not mean Babylon when he says
Babylon. Instead, he is using the word Babylon sgnabolic disguise to identify an oppressor.
Thus, when John mentioned Babylon, he might haddranind Jerusalem or Rome. Thomas notes
that such code theories are a far cry from litegedmmatical, historical interpretation when hessay
“Another clear distinctive of literal interpretatias its avoidance of assumptions not justifiethia
text. Theories that ‘Babylon’ in Revelation chaptésd and 16—18 is a code for Rome have been

widespread ¥

Fourth, categorizing Revelation as apocalyptic also grilces how one interprets
Revelation’s numbers. According to Gregg, othercapgses typically use numbers to convey
concepts rather than count unitdhus, categorizing Revelation as apocalypticditere moves the

interpreter away from a literal understanding ov&ation’s numbers and more toward a symbolic

% Milton Terry, Biblical Hermeneutics: A Treatise on the Interptiia of the Old and New Testame(it885; reprint,
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1947), 205.

2 James Kallas, “The Apocalypse-an Apocalyptic Bdaksurnal of Biblical Literature86 (1967): 70.
% Robert L. ThomasEvangelical Hermeneutics: The New Versus the(Giéind Rapids: Kregel, 2002), 323-38.

31 Gregg, ed.Revelation: Four Views, a Parallel Commentatit-12.
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interpretation. Some seem to rely upon such anayatic framework by remaining open to the
possibility that the number 1000 mentioned six srmeRevelation 20 refers to an extended period
of time rather than a literal 1000-year time perfo@thers show a similar reluctance of taking the
number 144,000 (Rev 7) literally. Still others hapeestioned a literal interpretation of the

numerical measurements of the eternal city desttiib®ev 21-22.

However, to argue that the number 1000 in Reveldidrepresents just an extended period
of time rather than a literal number is to suspetidary hermeneutical rules. Deere points out that
when “year” is used with a number, the referena@vigys to a literal calendar yediMoreover,
Hoehner observes when John writes that Satan vileleased from the abyss for “a short time”
(Rev 20:3), an indefinite period of time is alreadgicated. How easy it would have been for John
to write that the kingdom would last “a long timeéd this been his intention. Interestingly, the
phrase “a long time” occurs in Matthew 25:19 toidethe duration of the Lord’s absence prior to
His Second Advent. Yet John does not employ syatrase and instead furnishes a specific
number** Zuck notes that if 1000 is not meant to be intetgxt literally, then the door suddenly
opens for every other number in the Book of Revahatto be construed non-literally as well, such
as 2 witnesses (Rev 11:3), 7000 people (Rev 11418)gels (Rev 7:1), 7 angels (Rev 8:6), and
144,000 Jews (Rev 7:3)Thomas observes that, “no number in Revelatioeigiably a symbolic
number.®® In sum, if Revelation is no different than intstemental apocalyptic writings then
various hermeneutical doors open that would othewemain closed. These include an aversion to
literal interpretation, a layered hermeneutic, ctig®ries, and a symbolic use of numbers.

%2 Darrell L. Bock, “Summary Essay,” ifhree Views on the Millenniyrad. Darrell L. Bock (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1999), 303-05.

3 Jack Deere, “Premillennialism in Revelation 20;48ibliotheca Sacral 35 (January-March 1978): 70.

34 Harold W. Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 28, The Coming Millennial Kingdoned. Donald K. Campbell
and Jeffrey L. Townsend (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 19979.

% Roy Zuck,Basic Bible Interpretation: A Practical Guide to$diovering Biblical Truti{Colorado Springs: CO:
Chariot Victor, 1991), 244-45.

% ThomasRevelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical CommentQ8.
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Revelation is Prophecy

However, opening these hermeneutical doors ondbks lof categorizing Revelation with
the apocalyptic books is unjustified. A closer sicyydemonstrates that the differences between
Revelation and the apocalyptic works outweigh dmyjlarities between the twd.For example,
although apocalyptic literature was typically pseaginous, Revelation bears the name of its author
(Rev 1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). Moreover, Revelation fadshare the pessimism of the apocalyptists who
despaired of all human history. Rather, Revelatglects the optimism of God working
redemptively through the lamb presently as welhabe future. Furthermore, apocalyptic
literature contains no epistolary material. By cast, seven ecclesiastical epistles are found in

Revelation 2-3.

In addition, non-canonical apocalyptic literaturd dot emphasize moral imperatives.
Although there are occasional exceptions to tHes (LiEnoch 91:19), the apocalyptists are not
generally motivated by a strong sense of moralnuogerlhe reason for this is the apocalyptists’
conviction that they were part of the righteous mant. They saw their role as one of encouraging
the remnant to endure, remain faithful, and haygelrather than persuade people to turn from
known sin’® By contrast, Revelation utilizes moral imperatiidsmanity’s need for repentance is
not only found in Christ’s exhortations to the seehurches (Rev 2:5, 16, 21, 22; 3:3, 19), but the
exhortation to repent is found throughout the basla whole (Rev 9:20-21; 16:9, 11). Moreover,
the coming of messiah in apocalyptic literatureamething that takes place exclusively in the
future. By contrast Revelation portrays Christ agihg already come and laid the groundwork for
His future coming through His redemptive death (B&). Finally, Revelation makes numerous
self-claims to be prophecy (Rev 1:3; 22:7, 10,119, In fact, Revelation employs the term
prophetes or its cognates eighteen times. These differebe@seen Revelation and apocalyptic

literature are summarized in the following ch&rt.

%" ThomasEvangelical Hermeneutics: The New Versus the G28-38.

% Bart D. EhrmanThe New Testament: A Historical Introduction to Bely Christian Writings2d ed. (New York:
OUP, 2000), 227.

% ThomasEvangelical Hermeneutics: The New Versus the G88.
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Apocalyptic Genre Revelation
Pseudonymous Not pseudonymous

Pessimistic about the present Not pessimistic ttheu present

No epistolary framework Epistolary frame work

Limited admonitions for Repeated admonitions for

moral compliance moral compliance
Messiah’s coming exclusively future Basis for Mak& future coming is past

Does not call itself a prophecy Calls itself agirecy

Additional dissimilarities can be observed. Forrapée, apocalyptic literature has a
different view of suffering than that portrayedRevelation. In apocalyptic writings, suffering is
something that emanates from God opposing for¢dasréhan from God Himself. The
apocalyptists did not see suffering as somethiragidbat is to be submitted to. By contrast, in
Revelation, suffering comes from the hand of GoeMB:5). Therefore, at times, suffering is
something good and must be submitted teloreover, apocalyptic literature is pseudo-proyherc
vaticinia ex eventuwvhich means “prophecies after the fact.” In otlverds, apocalyptists typically
portray a historical event as future prophecy. Havgethis is not so in Revelation where John looks
from his own day into the futufé.In addition, Revelation is dominated by an alreadyyet
tension as John looked to the needs of his owradayell as the distant future. Yet, this same

tension is not evident in other apocalyp¥es.

Furthermore, other apocalypses typically use nusitzeconvey concepts rather than count
units. By contrast, Revelation appears to use mamnybers to indicate specific count units. For
example, many futurist scholars believe that varioumbers found in Revelation, such as 1260
days (Rev 12:6) or 42 months (Rev 11:2; 13:5) dimexct references to the unfulfilled aspects of
Daniel’'s seventy weeks prophecy (Dan 9:24-27). lHeel calculations indicate that the fulfilled

“0Kallas, “The Apocalypse-an Apocalyptic Book?” 69-8
“! Leon Morris,Apocalypti¢ 2d ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980), 94.

*2 |bid.
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aspects of this prophecy had the potential of batyrrate to the exact d&yTherefore, it stands to
reason that the prophecy’s unfulfilled aspects algb be fulfilled to the minutest detail. Thusg th
numbers 1260 days and 42 months should not be tkarerely communicating concepts but
rather should be interpreted as specific counsuAitcording to Thomas, Revelation contains no

verifiably symbolic numbers. Rather, non-symbolidization of numbers is the norff.

Moreover, Revelation’s heavy dependence upon EkaktkDaniel also raises questions as
to whether the book should be categorized as ayuttal Ezekiel and Daniel prophesied 400 years
before apocalyptic literature became dominant éititertestamental period. Also, Revelation 12:1
borrows imagery from Genesis 37:9-10, which to@cplin the patriarchal era nearly 1800 years
before apocalypticism began to flourish. Finaltyyne apocalyptic writings fail to present a precise
eschatological schenféYet, many have argued that Revelation 6-19, wsthelescoping and fixed
seven-year duration, does communicate a fixed ésdlogiacal scheme. A chronology of events also

seems to be employed in Revelation 20-22.

In sum, although Revelation has many affinitieswapocalyptic literature, it is difficult to
classify the book as apocalyptic because thesdasiti@ds seem outweighed by the differences
between the two. A better classification for thelbc prophecy rather than apocalyptic. This
classification best takes into account Revelation®erous self claims to be prophecy. It also takes
into account Revelation’s similarity to the pattesthibited by the Old Testament prophets who not
only called God'’s people to repentance but alsofeded them through visions of victory to take
place in the distant future (Isa 40—-66; Ezek 36A480s 9:11-15). Revelation fits this identical
pattern by not only repeatedly calling the seveaurches to repentance but also providing these
oppressed churches with a prophecy to be fulfiltetthe distant future regarding the believer’s
ultimate triumph (Rev 4-22). Categorizing Revelats prophetic is also substantiated upon
observing that Revelation alludes to the Book afiBamore than any other Old Testament book.

Moreover, Jesus specifically referred to Danieh ggophet (Matt 24:15). Because Revelation’s

3 Harold W. HoehnerChronological Aspects of the Life of Chri§rand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977), 115-39.
** ThomasRevelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Comment468.

> Collins, The Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to JelwApocalyptic Literature56.
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content relies so heavily upon Daniel, it standsetson that the material found in Revelation
should also be categorized as prophetic. The existef the Greek wordpokalypsighat appears

in the opening verse of the book does not disquBédvelation from being categorized as prophecy.
This word simply means unveiling and does not ltheemeaning that modern scholars attach to

the term “apocalyptic.”
Literalism and Revelation

The decision to categorize Revelation as of thelpetc genre rather than the apocalyptic
genre significantly changes the hermeneutical leayos. If Revelation is prophecy, then one
interprets Revelation just as he would interprgt ater section of prophetic material. The same
literal, grammatical, historical method that is dise understand other sections of prophetic materia
is also what is needed in order to understand R&wal Therefore, a new set of hermeneutical
principles is not needed to properly interpret Ratien *® The previously described hermeneutical
doors associated with apocalypticism close to terg that the genre of the book is prophetic
rather than apocalyptic. Instead, the interpreteonfined to literalism, which can be defined as
attaching to every word the same meaning that itlvbave in normal usadé.

A consistent application of a literal approach wvBlation logically leads the interpreter
away from viewing the book’s contents as beingilfatt in the past and instead leads to the futurist
interpretatiori A relationship exists between literalism and fismr because the ordinary import of
Revelation’s words and phrases makes it impossibdegue that Revelation’s contents have
already been fulfilled. The destruction of halftlké world’s population (Rev 6:8; 9:15), and the

greatest earthquake in human history (Rev 16:18pakly has never taken place.

By using the literal approach, the interpreter $aRevelation’s content in its ordinary sense
until he encounters some obvious clue in the tkextiag him to the fact that figurative or symbolic
language is being employed. How does the interpret®gnize when figurative or symbolic

“6 Robert L. ThomasRevelation 1 to 7: An Exegetical Comment@hicago: Moody Press, 1992), 38.
" Bernard RammProtestant Biblical InterpretatiofiGrand Rapids: Baker, 1970), 89-92.

8 Merrill C. Tenney/nterpreting RevelatioiGrand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1957), 139, 42.
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language is being used? One clue involves lookingvert textual indicators alerting the
interpreter to the use of figurative language. @ueh situation is found in Rev 11:8, which notes
that Jerusalem “is spiritually called Sodom andgyHere, the use of the adverb “spiritually” is
designed to alert the reader to the fact thatlag@ilical or spiritual application is being made.

Another clue involves the use of the word sighneior). When John uses this word, it
alerts the interpreter to the fact that he is sipgphguratively or symbolically rather than litdisa
For example, because John us@seionto describe the woman in Revelation 12:1, it igiobs
that the woman is symbolic or representative ofettimg. Another clue involves the words “like”
(homoio$ or “as” (hos). When John employs such language, he is indigatioorrespondence
between what he saw in the vision and what he vyagtto describe. For example, Revelation 8:8
says, “...And something like a great mountain burmid fire was thrown into the sea...” The
word “like” alerts the interpreter to the fact tidathn is simply using comparative language to

describe what he saw and the mountain is not iatbgoreted literally.

Another clue involves an identical correspondemciné Old Testament. Because the
leopard, lion, and bear in Revelation 13:2 are atssl in Daniel 7 to depict nations, the interprete
is alerted to the fact that John is employing syimcdanguage. Thus, the leopard, lion, and bear
also represent nations in Revelation 13 just agdickin Daniel 7. Yet another clue involves an
interpretation in the immediate context. If someghis interpreted for the reader, then the thing
interpreted is obviously a symbol. The woman in &atron 17 is obviously a symbol because the
immediate context interprets her to be a city (8).:A final clue involves looking for absurdity. Fo
example, if the woman in Revelation 12:1 were ditigrclothed with the sun the heat would destroy

her. Because a literal interpretation yields aruetbsesult, symbolic language must be in use.

After identifying figurative or symbolic languadeow is such language to be understood?
Sometimes the immediate context interprets the synior example, the dragon of Revelation
12:3 is interpreted as Satan in 12:9. Walvoordtifies twenty-six instances in which a symbol is

interpreted in the immediate conté%nother method is to see if the same symbol isleyepl

9 John F. WalvoordThe Revelation of Jesus Chrf§thicago: Moody Press, 1966), 29-30.
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elsewhere in the Old Testament. For example, thie symbol of the woman used in Revelation
12:1 is also used in Genesis 37:9-11 to depictlsiidus, the woman of Revelation 12 is symbolic
of Israel. This strategy is useful because 278efefation’s 404 verses allude to the Old
Testament? Fruchtenbaum’s work is helpful to the interpretethis regard because it contains a
lengthy appendix listing all of the Old Testamelisions found in Revelatio™.A final method for
understanding Revelation’s symbolic language isati@ that John through his use of “like” or “as”
is attempting to describe futuristic events thatla@yond his linguistic ability. Thus, he
communicates through language of correspondenaghér words, in order to communicate the
contents of his vision, he uses similes or langudg®mparison by equating things from his own

world to the futuristic events that he sees invig®n.
Conclusion

In conclusion, probably the most significant demisihat the interpreter can make regarding
what hermeneutic he will use in interpreting theoBof Revelation is determining if Revelation’s
character has more in common with the prophetapaoicalyptic genre. Viewing Revelation as
apocalyptic opens numerous hermeneutical doorsasigiewing Revelation’s global language as
local language, multivalence, code theories, anabgyic numbers. Conversely, those who see
Revelation as belonging to the prophetic genrédatmd by the literal, grammatical, historical
method of interpretation, which takes Revelatiamgds or phrases in their ordinary sense unless a
convincing textual clue informs the reader to doeotwise. While Revelation has some affinities
with apocalypticism, these similarities are ovedkivaed by vast differences between the two. The
book has far more in common with prophecy. Thus siimilarities between Revelation and
apocalypticism are not sufficient to cause therpriter to dispense with a consistent application o
literalism when deciphering the book.

*¥ ThomasRevelation 1 to 7: An Exegetical Commentag.

L Arnold G. Fruchtenbaunfootsteps of the Messigfustin: Ariel Ministries, 1983), 454-59.
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Unique Characteristics

The Book of Revelation boasts many outstandingatttaristicsFirst, it is the only

canonical book that promises a blessing for heaitdyjheeding its contents (1:3; 2227%econd

the book is unique in that it promises a curse upose who add or subtract from its contents
(22:18-19).Third, although the book contains no direct Old Testdmantes, it contains more Old
Testament references than any other New Testamehkt B78 of Revelation’s 404 verses allude to
the Old Testament. This number is almost triplé thiand in other heavily Jewish New Testament
books. Matthew contains only 92 Old Testament ezfees. Hebrews contains 102 Old Testament
referenceskourth, the book features recurring numbers. The numbets 12 are used frequently

throughout the book.

Fifth, the book is interconnected with other canonicalemal. Revelation builds upon a
prophetic foundation already laid in earlier biblicnaterial (Dan 9:27; Matt 24-25, etc...). For
example, just as Genesis describes sin’s entrabhcehe world, Revelation describes sin’s final
exit. Moreover, in His upper room discourse, Chalisscribed how the Spirit would come and bring
things to the apostle’s remembrance (John 14:26a¢h the apostles all things (John 14:26a), and
teach them about things to come (John 16:13). ifsigpromise was fulfilled in the writing of the
gospels. The second promise was fulfilled in thiéimg of the epistles. The third promise was

fulfilled in the writing of the Apocalypse.

Sixth Revelation explains how God is ultimately vindezhand how his plan of redemption
is brought to completiorBeventhRevelation is unique in its emphasis on portrgyinrist not just
as suffering servant but also as the reigning HKiighth, the book routinely praises God on account
of His character and works (4:2-5:14; 7:9-12; 18;2:9:1-7).Ninth, more than any other New
Testament book, Revelation makes extensive usgndb@s, visions, and imageryenth other
than the last two chapters of the book, Revelalimes not provide a great deal of completely new

prophetic truth but rather organizes existing pegjghinformation into a coherent chronolody.

2 How is such a blessing possible if the book’s eats are unknowable?

%3 Fruchtenbaunfootsteps of the Messia.
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Purpose and Message

Thepurposeof Revelation is to comfort the oppressed churdidssia Minor as well as

stimulate to practical holiness those churchessé Minor that were carnal. The book

accomplishes this purpose by revealing God’s proda the consummation of history. In the

future, God will conquer evil. Thus, the oppresskdrches can take comfort in the fact that their

association with Christ will give them final victorSimilarly, in the future, God will punish evil.

Thus, the carnal churches of Asia Minor should persoliness in the present. Tinessagef the

book is that Christians of all ages should be catatbin the midst of oppression and repentant in

the midst of carnality because when God fulfillaéd’s covenants in the future He will gain victory

over evil as well as punish it.

Outline®*

I. Prologue (1:1-8)
A. Introduction (1:1-3)

1.
2.
3.

Title: Revelation of Jesus Christ (1:1a)
Chain of communication (1:1b-2)
Promised blessing (1:3)

B. John's greeting (1:4-8)

1.

abrown

Writer: John (1:4a)

Audience: Churches of Asia minor (1:4b)
Salutation of grace and peace (1:4c¢)
Greeting from the triune God (1:4d-5a)
Subject: Christ (1:5b-8)

a) His past work (1:5b-6)

b) His future coming (1:7)

c) His Sovereignty (1:8)

[I. The things which you have seen (1:9-20)
A. Circumstances of the vision (1:9-11)

1.
2.
3.

Place of the vision: Patmos (1:9)
Content of the vision: Day of the Lord (1:10)
Purpose of the vision: Communication to the chusqiiel 1)

B. Content of the vision: the glorified Christ (1:12)2

1.

Christ's appearance (1:12-16)
a) His appearance among the churches (1:12-13a)
b) His clothing (1:13b-c)

> This outline was influenced by the one presenie@harles RyrieRevelationnew ed., Everyman's Bible

Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 1996).
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i) Robe (1:13b)
i) Sash (1:13c)
c) His body (1:14a-16c¢)
i) His hair (1:14a)
i) His eyes (1:14b)
iii) His feet (1:15a)
iv) His voice (1:15b)
v) His right hand (1:16a)
vi) His mouth (1:16b)
vii) His face (1:16c)
2. Christ's interaction with John (1:17a-20)
a) John's reaction to Christ (1:17a)
b) Christ's comfort to John (1:17b-18)
c) Christ's command to John (1:19-20)
[Il. The things which are (2-3)
A. Ephesus (2:1-7)
Destination (2:1a)
Description of Christ (2:1b)
Commendation (2:2-3, 6)
Rebuke (2:4)
Exhortation (2:5a)
Consequence (2:5b)
Exhortation to listen (2:7a)
Promise (2:7b)
myrna (2:8-11)
Destination (2:8a)
Description of Christ (2:8b)
Commendation (2:9)
Exhortation (2:10a)
Consequence (2:10b)
Exhortation to listen (2:11a)
Promise (2:11b)
rgamum (2:12-17)
Destination (2:12a)
Description of Christ (2:12b)
Commendation (2:13)
Rebuke (2:14-15)
Exhortation (2:16a)
Consequence (2:16b)
Exhortation to listen (2:17a)
Promise (2:17b)
hyatlra (2:18-29)
Destination (2:18a)
Description of Christ (2:18b)
Commendation (2:19)
Rebuke (2:20)
Exhortation (2:20-21, 24-25)

GRONPIDOINOARONEDINIARONEAOINDOTRODNE
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6.
7.
8.

Consequence (2:22-23)
Promise (2:26-28)
Exhortation to listen (2:29)

E. Sardis (3:1-6)

M
NOURONPIENOASONE

Destination (3:1a)
Description of Christ (3:1b)
Commendation (3:4)
Rebuke (3:1c)

Exhortation (3:2-3a)
Consequence (3:3b)
Promise (3:5)

Exhortation to listen (3:6)
|Iadelph|a (3:7-13)
Destination (3:7a)
Description of Christ (3:7b)
Commendation (3:8-10)
Exhortation (3:11a)
Consequence (3:11b)
Promise (3:12)

Exhortation to listen (3:13)

G. Laodlcea (3:14-22)

R

Destination (3:14a)
Description of Christ (3:14b)
Rebuke (3:15-17)
Exhortation (3:18-19)
Consequence (3:20)
Promise (3:21)

Exhortation to listen (3:22)

V. The thlngs which shall take place (4-22:5)
A. Prologue to the tribulation (4-5)

1.

2.

Heavenly throne (4:1-11)
a) John caught up to heaven (4:1)
b) Occupant of the throne (4:2-3a)
c) Items connected to the throne (4:3b-8a)
i) Rainbow encircling the throne (4:3)
i) 24 elders surrounding the throne (4:4)
iii) Lightning and thunder from the throne (4:5a)
iv) 7 lamps before the throne (4:5b)
v) Sea of glass before the throne (4:6)
vi) Four living creatures around the throne (4:7-8a)
d) Praise to God on the throne (4:8b-11)
i) By the four living creatures (4:8b-9)
i) By the 24 elders (4:10-11)
The sealed book (5:1-14)
a) The scroll (5:1)
b) No one worthy to open scroll (5:2-4)
¢) Christ is worthy to open scroll (5:5-6)
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d) Christ takes the scroll (5:7)
e) Christ Praised (5:8-14)
i) By the 4 living creatures and the 24 elders (5:8-10
i) By the angels (5:11-12)
iif) By every creature (5:13)
iv) By the 4 living creatures and the 24 elders (5:14)
B. The tribulation (6-19:6)
1. The seven seals (6:1-8:6)
a) First seal: Antichrist (6:1-2)
b) Second seal: war (6:3-4)
c) Third seal: famine (6:5-6)
d) Fourth seal: death (6:7-8)
e) Fifth seal: martyrdoms (6:9-11)
f) Sixth seal: cosmic disturbances (6:12-17)
g) First non chronological, parenthetical insertion Ministry of 144,000 (7:1-17)
i) 144,000 (7:1-8)
() Suspension of judgment and sealing of the 144,0(03)
(b) Identity of the 144,000 (7:4-8)
i) Gentile salvation (7:9-17)
(&) Their quantity saved (7:9)
(b) Praises for their salvation (7:10-12)
(1) By the Gentiles (7:10)
(2) By the 24 elders and Angels (7:11-12)
(c) The time of their salvation (7:13-14)
(d) The provisions of their salvation (7:15-17)
(1) Their service (7:15)
(2) Their satisfaction (7:16)
(3) Their shepherd (7:17)
h) The seventh seal (8:1-6)
i)  Opening of the seventh seal (8:1)
i) Entrance of the trumpets (8:2)
iii) Priest angel (8:3-5)
iv) Preparation to sound trumpets (8:6)
2. The seven trumpets (8:7-14:20)
a) First trumpet: one third vegetation destroyed (8:7)
b) Second trumpet: meteor falls into the sea (8:8-9)
c) Third trumpet: one third of freshwater destroyed (811)
d) Fourth trumpet: one third of luminaries' light danled (8:12-13)
e) Fifth trumpet: demons released (9:1-12)
i) Discharging angel (9:1)
ii) Discharged from the abyss (9:2)
iii) Their activity (9:3-6)
iv) Their Description (9:7-10)
v) Their leader (9:11)
vi) Anticipation of remaining trumpets (9:12)
f) Sixth trumpet: 200 million (9:13-21)
i) Release (9:13-15)
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i)  Their number (9:16)
iiiy Their description (9:17)
iv) Destruction of one third of the population (9:18-19
v) Man's lack of repentance (9:20-21)
g) Second non-chronological, parenthetical insertiorg10: 1-11: 14)
i)  Angelic announcement of no further delay (10:1-11)
(a) His appearance (10:1-2)
(b) His sound: the mystery of the seven thunders (4D:3-
(c) His promise of no further delay (10:5-7)
(d) His command to John (10:8-11)
(1) Eat (10:8-10)
(2) Prophesy (10:11)
i) Predicted end of the Times of the Gentiles (11:1-2)
i) Two Witnesses (11:3-14)
(a) Duration of their ministry (11:3)
(b) Their character (11:4)
(c) Content of their ministry (11:5-6)
(d) Their martyrdom (11:7-10)
(e) Their resuscitation (11:11)
() Their rapture (11:12)
(g) Judgment (11:13)
(h) Anticipation of bowls (11:14)
h) Seventh trumpet (11:15-19)
i)  Transfer of world's kingdom (11:15)
i) 24 elders praise God (11:16-18)
iii) Anticipation of bowls (11:19)
i) Third non-chronological, parenthetical insertion (12-14)
i)  Satanic animosity toward God's kingdom program (12)
(a) Satan's previous attempt to thwart Christ's bit@1X-5)
(b) Satan's future attempt to devour Israel (12:6-17)
(1) Israel flees (12:6)
(2) Satan cast out of heaven (12:7-9)
(3) Satan pursues Israel (12:10-13)
(4) God rescues Israel (12:14-17)
a. Cycle #1 (12:14)
b. Cycle #2 (12:15-17)
i)  Satanic opposition manifested through the two Isds:1-18)
() Antichrist (13:1-10)
(b) False prophet (13:11-18)
iii) Announcements concerning tribulation's remainingntine (14:1-20)
(&) The 144,000 (14:1-5)
(1) Their appearance (14:1-2)
(2) Their song (14:3)
(3) Their sanctification (14:4-5)
a. Virgins (14:4a)
b. Followers (14:4b)
c. Redeemed (14:4c)
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d. Without deceit (14:5 a)
e. Blameless (14:5h)
(b) Everlasting gospel (14:6-7)
(1) Its universality (14:6)
(2) Its emphasis (14:7)
a. Fear God (14:7a)
b. Worship God (14:7b)
c. Glorify God (14:7c)
(c) Prediction of Babylon's doom (14:8)
(d) Prediction of doom upon beast's worshipers (14)9-12
(1) Their sin (14:9)
(2) Their punishment (14:10-11)
(3) The righteous encouraged (14:12)
(e) Blessing pronounced upon future martyrs (14:13)
() Armageddon symbolically depicted as of grape harfies14-20)
3. The seven bowls (15-19:6)
a) Prelude to the bowls (15)
i) Manifestation of the seven last plagues (15:1)
i)  Martyrs (15:2-4)
(&) Their identity (15:2)
(b) They praise God (15:3-4)
(1) God's deeds (15:3a)
(2) God's might (15:3b)
(3) God is true (15:3c)
(4) God is King (15:3d)
(5) God is holy (15:4a)
(6) God will be worshiped by the nations (15:4b)
i) Heavenly Tabernacle (15:5-8)
(&) Angels of judgment emerge from Tabernacle (15:5-6)
(b) Angels given bowls (15:7)
(c) No one can enter Temple until bowls are poured arB)
b) Enumeration of the bowls (16-19:6)
i) Command to pour out the bowls (16:1)
if)  First bowl: boils (16:2)
i) Second bowl: sea becomes blood (16:3)
iv) Third bow!: freshwater destroyed (16:4-7)
v) Fourth bowl: sun scorches man (16:8-9)
vi) Fifth bowl: darkness (16:10-11)
vii) Sixth bowl: Euphrates dried (16:12)
viii) Fourth non-chronological, parenthetical insertion the gathering of nations to the
valley of Armageddon (16:13-16)
ix) Seventh bowl (6:17-21)
(&) Announcement of the judgment's completion (16:17)
(b) Greatest earthquake (16:18)
(c) Jerusalem divided (16:19a)
(d) Babylon destroyed (16:19b)
(e) Topographical destruction (16:20)
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(f) 100 pound hail stones (16:21)
X)  Fifth non-chronological, parenthetical insertiort Babylon (17:1-19:6)
(a) Religious aspects of Babylon (17)
(1) Vision (17:1-6)
(2) Angelic interpretation (17:7-18)
Promise of interpretation (17:7)
Beast (17:8)
Seven Heads (17:9-11)
10 horns (17:12-14)
Waters (17:15)
Destruction (17:16-17)
g. Woman (17:18)
(b) Commercial aspects of Babylon (18:1-24)
(1) Prediction of Babylon's fall (18:1-3)
a. Proclamation of Babylon's fall (18:1-2a)
b. Reasons for Babylon's judgment (18:2b-3)
i. Demonic (18:2b)
ii. Corrupted nations (18:3a)
iii. Corrupted kings (18:3b)
iv. Materialism (18:3c)
(2) Appeal for tribulation believers to separate franfid Babylon because of
imminent judgment (18:4-8)
(3) Reaction to Babylon's fall (18: 9-20)
a. Kings (18:9-10)
b. Merchants (18:11-16)
c. Sea merchants (18:17-19)
d. Heaven (18:20)
(4) Babylon's fall (18:21-24)
a. Described (18:21)
b. Nine affected groups (18:22-23a)
c. Causation (18:23b-24)
i. Sorcerers (18:23b)
il. Martyrdoms (18:24)
(c) Heavenly reactions to Babylon's fall (19:1-6)
(1) Many (19:1-3)
(2) Elders and four creatures (19:4)
(3) Throne voice (19:5)
(4) Great multitude (19:6)
C. Events following the tribulation (19:7-22:5)
1. Second Advent (19:7-21)
a) Marriage supper of the lamb (19:7-9)
b) John's response to the revelation (19:10)
c) Second Advent (19:11-16)
i) His seven qualities (19:11-13)
(a) Faithful and true to his promises (19:11a)
(b) Righteous judgment (19:11b)
(c) Fiery eyes (19:12a)
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(d) Crowns (19:12b)
(e) Unknown name (19:12c)
() Blood-soaked Vesture (19:13a)
(9) Word of God (19:13b)
i) His activities (19:14-16)
(&) Armies following (19:14)
(b) Spoken word (19:15a)
(c) Smites nations (19:15b)
(d) Rules nations (19:15c¢)
(e) Treads the wine press (19:15d)
() Rules as King (19:16)
d) Supper of God (19:17-18)
e) Christ defeats armies, beast, false prophet (121)9-
2. Millennium (20:1-10)
a) Satan bound (20:1-3)
b) Righteous reigning (20:4-6)
¢) Final rebellion crushed (20:7-10)
Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15)
The Eternal State (21-22)
a) Eternal State described (21:1-8)
i)  New creation (21:1)
i) Descent of the city (21:2)
iii) God with his people (21:3)
iv) Old order eliminated (21:4-5)
v) Complete satisfaction (21:6)
vi) Full inheritance (21:7a)
vii) Full fellowship (21:7b)
viii) Holiness (21:8)
b) Description of the city (21:9-22:5)
i) Its four titles (21:9-10)
i) Itsglory (21:11)
iii) Its construction (21:12-14)
(a) Wall (21:12a)
(b) Gates (21:12b-13)
(c) Foundations (21:14)
iv) Its measurements (21:15-17)
(&) Measuring angel (21:15)
(b) Cube (21:16)
(c) Wall (21:17)
v) Its materials (21:18-21)
(@) Wall (21:18)
(b) Foundations (21:19-20)
(c) Gate (21:21a)
(d) Street (21:21b)
vi) Its relation to God (21:22-23)
(@) No Temple (21:22)
(b) No luminaries (21:23)
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vii) Its relation to the nations (21:24-26)
viii) Its Holiness (21:27)
ix) Its contents (22:1-5)
(a) River (22:1)
(b) Trees (22:2)
(c) No curse (22:3)
(d) Presence of God (22:3b-5)
V. Epilogue: concluding exhortations (22:6-21)
A. Words of comfort (22:6-17)
1. Trusted words (22:6a)
Christ's coming soon (22:6b-7a)
Blessing for obedience (22:7b)
God deserves worship (22:8-9)
Do not seal the prophecy (22:10)
Destinies will be fixed (22:11)
Rewards will be given (22:12-13)
Redeemed will be blessed (22:14-15)
God is gracious (22:16-17)
a) Revealer (22:16a)
b) Covenant fulfiller (22:16b)
¢) Morning Star (22:16c)
d) Offers grace (22:17)
B. Words of warning (22:18-19)
1. Warning against addition (22:18)
2. Warning against subtraction (22:19)
C. Words of benediction (22:20-21)
1. Christis coming soon (22:20a)
2. John’s prayer that Christ comes soon (22:20b)
3. Benediction (22:21)

©oNogOr®WN

Argument

In the prologue (1:1-8), John furnishes an intraaunc(1:1-3) as well as a greeting (1:4-8).
In the introduction, John begins with a focus ugmcontent of the vision, which is Christ (1:1a).
John wants his readers to understand that God¢gqumofor the future involves the exaltation of
His son over evil. Thus, those oppressed churcha&sia Minor can be encouraged in the fact that
their association with Christ will give them ultiteavictory. Those carnal churches of Asia Minor
should abstain from evil since they are associatiddthe one who will one day do away with evil.

In the introduction, John also gives the channeoshmunication regarding how he
received the vision (1:1b-2). The churches of Aginor could only be encouraged and convicted if
they knew that John’s vision really came from Gbaus, John carefully explains that the
Revelation was conveyed from God the Father tosJ€suist to an angel to John to a book to the
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reader and to the listener. Next John explainsttigathurches of Asia Minor would be blessed if
they read and heeded the words of the vision 2:8)other words, they would only be encouraged
in adversity and abstain from carnality when theglized that the Christ that they are associated
with would indeed fulfill the contents of the visio

In the greeting section (1:4-8), John providesnmiation typically found in the introduction
of any biblical letter. First, he identifies himi€l:4a). Such an identification adds veracity i® h
message since he was already a well-respectedpbidifsia Minor at the time of the writing. He
also identifies his audience (1:4b) as well asgaeustomary salutation (1:4c). John also gives a
greeting from the triune God (1:4d-5a). John wéndsaudience to understand that that his message
is divinely authored rather than merely being thadpct of his own thinking. This greeting from
the triune God is quickly followed by a brief daption of the subject of the letter, which is Jesus
Christ (1:5b-8). John mentions Christ’s past wdrkll(-6) and future coming (1:7). Thus, Christ is
the beginning and end of history (1:8). In othera®) history’s entire purpose is wrapped up in
Him. Certainly John’s oppressed readers would kattyr encouraged to know that they are vitally
connected to the one who will bring all of histéoyits final consummation. Such an insight would
certainly give his readers an incentive in ordeadqust their behavior in the present.

Based upon the threefold division found in 1:1@, nlext three major divisions of the book
consist of “the things which you have seen” (1:9;2the things which are” (2—3), and “the things
which will take place shortly” (4—-22). In the first these sections, John describes “the thingstwhic
you have seen” (1:9-20), which includes the circiameses of the vision (1:9-11) as well as the one
who gave the vision (1:12-20). The circumstancadeivision (1:9-11) include its place, purpose
and content. The place of the vision was Patm®).(The content of the vision was the future Day

of the Lord (1:10¥° The purpose of the vision was to communicate asagesto the churches of

% This verse gives the first of seven beatitudeénbook. These seven beatitudes represent sesegsphhere the
book promises some sort of blessing upon someardofog something (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:8;72 14). See

Walvoord, “Revelation,” 929.

*5 Some understand the reference to the Lord’s Darglise 10 as communicating the idea that Johnwedé¢he vision
on Sunday. According to the Didache and Scriptdodi§ 20:19; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2) Christians gegtieon
Sunday. But how could John receive this entireovish just one day? Moreover, how does this undadihg of the

© 2007Andy Woods 34 of 56



Asia Minor (1:11). Inclusion of this information wial make it more likely that the churches would
embrace the vision. In other words, if these chesaimderstood where the vision was given (1:9)
as well as understood that its purpose was to @etithem in the present (1:11) through a futuristic
vision of the future (1:10), they would be moreelikto accept it.

Next John details Christ, who was the giver ofutsgon (1:12-20). After describing His
presence among the churches (1:12-23aphn depicts His clothing (1:13b-c) and bodily
appearance (1:14a-16). Thus, John offers his aceli@mglimpse of the one who will ultimately
subjugate all things. By first explaining His prese among the churches, John helps His readers
understand that their connection with Christ plabesn on the winning side of history. Such a
realization would certainly give the churches ojimin the midst of their present struggles as well
as a desire to live holy lives. John concludesctitapter by describing his interaction with Christ
after observing this theophanic portrait (1:17a-20er experiencing terror in the presence of the
glorified Christ (1:17a), Christ comforts John (2b318) and gives him his assignment of recording
the vision and disseminating it to the churche$9420)°® The rehearsal of this divine mandate will
again help the churches understand that the badikiigely authored rather than merely being the
product of human thinking.

Lord’s Day relate to the context of the book, whégems to identify the Lord’s Day with a time opuecedented
judgment (4—-22)? It seems more likely that the [oBRy should be understood in terms of the DathefLord that

is unfolded in chapters 4-22.
" The seven lamp stands (1:12) are later defingéleaseven churches in 1:20.

8 There is debate concerning the meaning of thesphiangels of the seven churches” (1:20). Someelhat these
angels represent celestial beings that are giveaghignment of watching over the various churdhésargued that
because every other reference to “angels” afteptelnahree refers to celestial angels, then carsist seems to
dictate that celestial angels are also in view hEhere is also a cryptic reference to a celeatigkel performing a
similar function in 1 Corinthians 11:10. Howevdrséems better to argue that the angels heretcefiee appointed
messengers or pastors of the seven churches.dggstlos can refer to a human messenger (Matt 11:10; Buka).
Second, the chain of communication proceeds invend@rd descent. It moves from the Father to Jesas tangel to
John to a book to the messenger and to the listergarting a second angel into this chain of comication would

disrupt this downward descent. See Toussaint, Rénelation of John,” 6.
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John now turns to the next major section of thekbadich consists of “the things that are”
(2-3). In this section he seeks to directly coreerd encourage the seven churches of Asia Mthor.
This section consists of seven epistles to theuarchurches. Each letter seems to follow a
common pattern. First, the destination of the taigiven. Second, a description of Christ drawn
from the vision in the previous chapter is provid€hird, a word of commendation is given.
Fourth, a word or rebuke is given. Fifth, a wordceghortation is given showing the church how to
change its ways. Sixth, if the church fails to h#ezlexhortation, a consequence is enumerated.
Sometimes a positive consequence is enumeratguldper behavior. Seventh, an exhortation to
listen is given. Eighth, a promise for over comi&dsawn from the vision of the eternal state (21—
22) is then provided. However, this pattern isadatays “iron clad.” Rebukes are omitted from the
letters to Smyrna and PhiladelpfisSimilarly, commendation is omitted from the Laasia letter.
The letters start with Ephesus, the most promioétite churches, and then move in a northward

*9While the letters are addressed to seven litdnalahes, they obviously are beneficial to all checsince scripture
is given for the purpose of edifying all believé2sTim 3:16-4:2). It may be that these churchesvietentionally
selected since their problems are representatichwthes in any age. Some have speculated thathacch
represents a different era of church history (HisteProphetic View). Proponents maintain that seses of church
history fit well with how the churches are descdbAlso, some of the information given seems mquaieable to
the distant future rather than to a church badkérnfirst century (3:10). However, several reas@karthis view
suspect. First, how can the rapture be imminevaiious epochs of church history must first trarespiefore Christ
can return? Second, the notion that Laodicea isb@ern church seems ethnocentric. While the Araarahurch is
carnal, the same cannot be said of the sufferimgothin other parts of the world. Third, the degstons of some of
the churches do not fit the era they supposediyesgmt. How can Thyatira, whose deeds are grdwarat first, be
descriptive of the church of the Middle Ages? Ham Sardis, the dead church, be descriptive oftiliect of the

reformation? Fourth, the view seems to be derivechfan allegorical rather than a literal approacBdripture.

0 Some view the references to over comers as penggio sanctified or mature believers. HoweverRavelation
(21:7) and his other writings (1 John 4:4; 5:4d)hn typically uses the concept as pertainingltbedievers.
Moreover, the promises of reward spoken in thetberteare drawn from the last two chapters of Reiei and are
therefore available to all believers rather thast jhe sanctified believers (2:7; 22:2, 14; 2:10:6214; 21:8; 3:5;
20:12, 15).

® Interestingly, those churches experiencing petsmthave no need of a rebuke.
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direction to Smyrna and Pergamum. The letters thewe in a southeastern direction all the way

down to Laodice&” The content of the letters can be summed up ifolf@ving chart®®

%2 For a helpful map of the seven churches, see Ryeeelation 21.

% This chart has been adapted from Ibid., 22, 40yvi¢ad, “Revelation,”, 941Nelson's Complete Book of Charts and
Maps 488; Constable, “Notes on Revelation,” 45-46.
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Church Scripture Background Historico- Historico- Description of | Commendation Rebuke | Exhortation Consequence | Exhortationto | Promise
Prophetic Prophetic Christ (positive and listen
era time negative)
Ephesus 2:1-7 Temple of DianpApostolic era| A.D. 33-64 Holds stars Deeds, toil, Left 1 Remember, | Removal of lamp 2:7 Tree of life
walks perseverance, love repent, repeat stand
among the discernment, hatred
churches of Nicolaitans
Smyrna 2:8-11 Caesar worship Persecuted|era 64-313 First and last| Tribulation, poverty, None Do not fear | Tested, crown of 2:11 No second
dead and alive blasphemy by Jews death, remain life death
faithful
Pergamum 2:12-17 Library, Church/state 313-606 Sword Held fast, did not Tolerated Repent Expect an attagk 2:17 Hidden
Aseklpios union deny faith Balaam, form the sword o manna, whit
worship Nicolaitang Christ’s mouth stone, new
name
Thyatira 2:18-29 Trade guilds Middle Ages 606-1520 Flamipgse | Deeds, love, faith,| Tolerated|Faithful, repent Sickness, 2:29 Authority
bronzed feet service, Jezebel hold fast tribulation, kill over nations
perseverance, with pestilence morning stal
improvement
Sardis 3:1-6 Cybele Reformatiol 1520-1750 Seven spirjts, Some unsoiled Reputatiopn Wake up, | Christ comes like 3:6 White
seven stars for life |strengthen what a thief garments.
though remains, Book of life,
dead, remember, confessed
incompletg obey, repent before Father
deeds
Philadelphia 3:7-13 Dionysius Missionary| 1750-1900 Holy and trug, Deeds, little power| None Hold fast Service from 3:13 Pillar in
Era David’s key, kept word, not Satan’s temple,
opens and shufs  denied faith, synagogue, kep names: God|,
perseverance from tribulation, city, Christ
Crown taken
Laodicea 3:14-22 Medicines, Modern era | 1900-present Amen, faithful None Lukewarm| Buy: gold, Dine with Christ 3:22 Sit on
hot springs and true, sourge self white garments, Christ’s
of creation sufficient, eye salve throne
wretched,|  penent, open
miserable| door
poor,
blind,
naked
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In Revelation 4, John begins the next major seaiidmns book. This section encompasses
“the things that shall take place” (4:1-22%Here, he encourages the churches toward present
hope and obedience by revealing to them God'’s éypbogram for defeating and conquering evil.
John is transported into heaven (4:1) where hevenga celestial perspective of the earthly events
that are about to transpifeln this heavenly scene, John sees the one whashdltly bring His
heavenly rule to the earth. In chapter 4, the fafwstention is on the Father seated upon His
throne (4:2-3a). John proceeds to describe varteass associated with the Father’s heavenly
throne (4:3b-8a%° He also describes the praise directed towardrleeseated upon the throne

% The similarities between 1:19b and 4:1b indichs thapter 4 begins this third section.

% Some have taken this event as descriptive ofapeire. Most of the proponents of this view arerfthe Historico-
Prophetic school of thought. They see chaptersag+&vealing the church age that terminates wéhdpture to be
followed by the tribulation. Although some similés can be drawn between Revelation 4:1 and 1sBf@sans
4:13-17, to see the rapture in 4:1 seems to read intw the text than what is actually there. Thé ¢hing this text
actually describes is John’s personal rapturehetven rather than an event that affects the esttirech.

% One group associated with the throne is the 2drelt:4). The identification of the 24 elders baserated much
debate. Some say they represent Israel. Howeveiidntification seems unlikely since Israel witit receive their
resurrection until later (Dan 12:2; Rev 20:4). Qtheay they represent the redeemed of all agesn Alga seems
unlikely since those from non-church age dispengatreceive their resurrected bodies at a latertjban 12:2; Rev
20:4). still others say that the 24 elders are Bngtowever, this identification seems unlikelycg@rangels typically
stand rather than sit in God’s presence (Luke 1:ABp, John elsewhere distinguishes the 24 elidens the angels
(5:11; 7:11). It seems best to argue that the @drelrepresent the church. John describes thed2dsdhe same way
he describes members of the church elsewhere.xaonme, he notes that they are crowned (2:10) &thed in
white (3:5). He also observes that they are reddd8-10). The New Testament typically uses th&gieation
“elders” to depict church leadership (Acts 15:6;120 28; 1 Pet 5:1, 5). The number 24 is used tsecthat is how
the Old Testament priesthood was organized (1 CRdynBecause the church is similar to (althoughisentical to)
Israel because it too is a priesthood (1:6), thaber 24 is reminiscent of the church’s priestlydtimon. For these
options | am indebted to J. Carl Lanéyswers to Tough Questions: A Survey of Problensdpes and Issues from
Every Book of the BiblgKregel: Grand Rapids, 1997), 333-34. If this itffezation is correct then more support is
furnished for Pretribulationism. During the eveotshe tribulation, the church is pictured as bdimgeaven rather

than on earth. (Compare also 1:20 and 4:5b).
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(4:8b-11). John includes this information regarddgd’s magnificence and the praise directed
toward Him to show that He is worthy to bring Hiser to the earth. Of particular interest to John is
God's role in the creation of all things (4:11).d5e certainly worthy to subjugate all things since
He is the one who created all things.

In Revelation 5, John sees the Father holdingekierssealed scroll (5:1). As indicated in
the previously described telescoping arrangemeist stroll will trigger all the other judgments tha
will transpire during the tribulation period. Thgsegments will have the net effect of allowing
God to assume authority over the kingdoms of tladdv This fact explains why so many of
Revelation’s judgments are reminiscent of the Esgddgments (Exod 5-12). In the Exodus event,
God took Israel out of bondage. Similarly, in Rextigin, God will transfer the world out of satanic
bondage and back under His authority. However, b&ygins to weep at the prospect that no one is
worthy to open the scroll and thus the world wdh@inue indefinitely under satanic bondage (5:2-
4). However, John’s fears are alleviated when beadiers that Christ’s sacrificial death has made
Him worthy to open the scroll (5:5-6). Thus, whelmriGt takes the scroll (5:7), He is praised by
various heavenly entities (5:8-14). The focus efpnaise relates to the fact that Christ’s sacaific
death has qualified Him to open the scroll and tietiseve the world from satanic bondage. Thus,
God is worthy to bring His realm of heavenly rubesiarth because of His role in creation (Rev 4),
but also in redemption (Rev 5). Because the chsroh@sia Minor were connected to the one who
was about to regain the title deed to the earthwvttaa lost in Eden, they should exhibit hope and
holiness in their daily lives.

As Christ opens the seven seals on the scrolhitialijudgments begin. The first four seals
represent the four horsemen of the Apocalypdéese horsemen usher in the Antichrist’s rule-(6:1

2).88 war (6:3-4), famine (6:5-6), and death (6:7-8)e3& judgments are followed by martyrdoms

57 The colors of the four horses are white, red, lylaad ashen.

% Some have speculated that the rider on the whitgetis Christ (6:1-2). This identification is magteaccount of the
supposed similarities between this rider and treedescribed in Revelation 19:11-16. However, theasons make
this view problematic. First, Christ cannot be tiger on the horse since He is in heaven openiagtinoll. How can
Christ be in heaven and on the horse at the sang®tSecond, the Old Testament predicted that wheistC

returned, He would usher in an era of unprecedgmtede (Isa 9:6-7). However, this rider does nbeus peace
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(6:9-11%° and cosmic disturbances (6:12-17iven the severity of these judgments, the sigtd s
ends with the question “who is able to stand?” Thisstion is answered in the first non-

chronological, parenthetical insertion (7:1-17).

This insertion describes the ministry of the 148,06ws who will reach the world with the
gospel in the tribulation period. Before judgmenpoured out, God’s servants are sealed (771-3).
The identity of these servants is clearly indicaed. 44,000 Jews with 12,000 each coming from
the twelve tribes of Israel (7:4-8 The fruit of their ministry is demonstrated by thassive
number of Gentiles who will come to faith throudjieir influence during the tribulation (7:9-17).

since the next judgment introduces war (6:3-4)tHarmore, there are differences between the twaysidpoken of in
chapter 6 and 19. The rider in chapter 6 has arcrelile the rider in chapter 19 has many crown fitter in

chapter 6 has a bow while the rider in chapterd®asword.
% In the opening of the fifth seal, the tribulatiovartyrs cry out for vengeance.

" The sixth seal contains the following six evetist earthquake, the blackening of the sun, theeritd) of the
moon, a meteorite shower, convulsions of the ptaastl stars, and the displacement of mountainsstamdls.”

Gromacki,New Testament Surye{05.
"L A seal is a sign of divine ownership (Eph 1:13).

2 Although Ephraim’s name is not mentioned on tisis Ephraim is not excluded. Because Joseph liggagim,
Joseph and Ephraim are often used interchangelabfk(37:16). Because Joseph is included on thértig},
Ephraim is included as well. Also, many have questd why Dan is omitted from this list. Some bedi¢ivat because
of Dan’s gross Old Testament sin (Lev 29:11; Judge80-31; 1 Kings 12:28-30) this tribe will be &xaed from the
blessing of being used by God in the tribulatiorigee However, if this is true, why is Dan includiedthe millennial
blessings (Ezek 48:1, 32)? It seems more likely Bran’s omission is merely stylistic. Because Joggduced two
tribes (Ephraim and Manasseh), the total numbéiitifs comes to thirteen. Thus, in order to mamtae number
twelve, one of the tribes must be omitted. It ishably for this reason that Moses dropped Simemm fnis list of the
tribes in Deuteronomy 33. Ezekiel similarly droppexyi from his tribal list (Ezek 47-48). It is likethat this
practice is being followed here in Revelation dider to maintain the number twelve since that nemikb so
significant in Revelation. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaufoptsteps of the Messiatev ed. (Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries,
2003), 222-23.

3 The following chart has been adapted from Marlcktibck and Thomas Ic&he Truth Behind Left Behir(@isters:
OR: Multnomah, 2004), 77.
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Revelation 7:1-8 Revelation 7:9-17
Numbered (144,000) Innumerable
Jews All nations
Sealed Slain
Sealed before tribulation Converted out of tribiolat

John also provides other information about the (BEsalvation, such as the amount saved
(7:9), the praises for their salvation (7:10-18§ time of their salvation (7:13-14), and the spéai

provisions that accompany their salvation (7:15-17)

John includes all of this information to show thaen though the tribulation period will
represent a time of horrific judgment, God’s gradk also be at work. The material on the 144,000
Jews is also the first piece of information giverRievelation indicating that God intends to redeem
the world by fulfilling Israel’s covenants. Whilerhel as the covenanted nation was given the
divine destiny of being light to the Gentile woflda 42:6; 49:6), the Old Testament record
indicates that she failed to live up to her callirigwever, God’s evangelistic work through the
144,000 Jews in the tribulation indicates thatdkwaill fulfill her destiny during Daniel’s 70
Week.

After concluding the parenthetical insert, Johncdess the opening of the seventh seal
(8:1-6). As the seventh seal is opened, John'stadteis immediately called to the seven angels
who hold the seven trumpets. John’s attentionasvdrto the trumpets at this juncture because of
the previously described telescoping arrangemewhich the seventh seal triggers the trumpet
judgments. The cosmological disturbances that ddiserves as the seventh seal is opened is a
foretaste of the judgments that will soon folloahd also notes the prayers of the saints. These are
probably the prayers of God’s people calling outfengeance against their oppressors (6:9-11).
Their prayers are answered with the opening osdwenth seal, which will trigger the remaining

judgments that will allow Christ to reclaim titleed to the earth.

Next John describes the trumpet judgments (8:7@)4The sounding of the first four
trumpets bring forth the destruction of a thirdiué vegetation (8:7), destruction of a third of the
sea life (8:8-9), destruction of a third of thetbarfreshwater supply (8:10-11), and a darkenihg o
a third of the luminaries’ light (8:12-13). Becausany of these judgments look like the Exodus
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judgments, John reminds his audience that Goding) lilsese judgments to create the ultimate
Exodus by taking the entire world out of sataniadege. Thus, the churches can be encouraged in
the midst of opposition since they are on the wigrside of history. When the fifth trumpet is
sounded, demons arise from the abyss and tormemfanéve months (9:1-12}% When the sixth
trumpet is sounded, an army of 200 million is retghfrom East of the Euphraf2® kill one third

of mankind’® Lest John’s audience conclude that God is unfaihése judgments, he reminds them

of man’s lack of repentance during this period Q922).

A second non-chronological, parenthetical insertranspires in between the sounding of
the sixth and the seventh trumpets (10:1-11:14Rdwuelation 10, John hears the seven peals of
thunder. An angel (10:1-2) tells him not to rece#tat he has heard (10:3-4). In other words, the
divine judgments will not be extended beyond tladotted number and time period (Matt 24:21-
22). Instead the angel promises no further deldaese judgments (10:5-7). Since the soon to be
sounded seventh trumpet will trigger the bowl judgs, the completion of God’s judgment
program is imminent. John is told to prophesy altbese remaining judgments (10:11). In
preparation for such prophetic activity, he is tdat the little book containing the remaining
judgments (10:8-10; Ezek 3:3-14). Although consuambf the book made John’s stomach bitter

" Several reasons make it likely that the locustsd@mons. First, they emerge from a place callectlyss or the
bottomless pit. This same word is used to des@#tan’s place of incarceration during the millemmi{Rev 20:1, 3).
Second, they cannot be literal locusts since tleese fa leader (9:11) and literal locusts have nddeéProv 30:27).
Third, they cannot be literal locusts since Johesusmiles or the words “like” or “as” to descrithem. In fact, the

words “like” or “as” are used more times in thisapker than anywhere else in the entire Bible.

> At the pouring out of the sixth bowl, the Euphgativer will be dried up to prepare the way fostarmy of 200
million to fulfill its divine mandate of killing @hird of mankind (16:12). Thus, Revelation 9:14 46d12 taken
together seem to communicate that this evil arnybgi headquartered east of the Euphrates. Théouated
immediately East of the Euphrates is Babylon. Ehtigis the subject of much of Revelation’s contéint:8; 16:19;
17-18).

8 One fourth of mankind was already destroyed abgiening of the fourth seal (6:8). One third of tamity is
destroyed at the sounding of the sixth trumpetg§92:9). Thus, taking these two judgments togethgicates a
destruction of one half of the world’s populati@iven the magnitude of these judgments, it is clitfi to locate them

in history. Thus, they must be speaking of a futirent.
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because it was a prophesy of coming judgmentsdt &lsted sweet. This sweetness is due to the fact
that these judgments when completed will trangferkingdoms of this world away from Satan and
back to God. This transfer will allow Christ to l@m the title deed to the earth that was lost in

Eden (Gen 3). Thus, John’s oppressed audience doaddstrength from the fact that the satanic

forces that were oppressing them would not be @&tbte do so indefinitely.

Because of the inevitability of this kingdom tragrsflohn is told that the “times of the
Gentiles” will only last for an additional 42 mosthThe times of the Gentiles represent that period
in which the Gentiles are allowed to subjugateXeish peoplé’ However, because Christ will
reclaim the title deed to the earth with the pogiaut of the bowl judgments, the Gentiles will only
be allowed to trample upon the city of Jerusalechthe temple court for the second half of the
tribulation period (11:1-2). Thus, because evil Wdoonly be allowed to dominate for a season, the
churches could better bear up under their difficuttumstances by realizing that such adversity

would not last forever.

Next John sees two Jewish witnesses who will meniduring the second half of the

tribulation period® They will be killed by the antichrist, resusci@tand taken into heaven (11:3-

" Dispensationalists believe that the “times of@entiles” began with the Babylonian captivity in688c. and will
end with the Second Coming of Christ. J. DwighttBeost,Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology
(Findley, OH: Dunham Publishing Company, 1958),-365

8 Some see these two witnesses as unidentifiabfghpts who will merely repeat what Moses and Elgahin Old
Testament times. However, there are good reasondédiotifying these witnesses as Moses and Elfaist, their
ministries activities (11:6) are the same as teafopmed by Moses and Elijah in the Old TestamErb@ 7:12-21; 1
Kings 17:1). Even the length of Elijah’s ministigdv 11:3; Luke 4:25; Jas 5:17) and the manner iciwhe was
taken to heaven (Rev 11:12; 2 Kings 2:11) is thmeseéSecond, they both appeared with Christ on tharitlof
Transfiguration (Matt 17:3). Thus, there is precgder these prophets to make appearances togetl@ving events
pertaining to the appearing of the kingdom. Thaither their lives (2 Kings 2:11-12) or ministriggum 20:12) were
cut short. Thus, it stands to reason that God walldkdv them to return to complete their ministrieghe tribulation
period. Fourth, Scripture hints at their future @a@nce (Deut 18:15; Jude 9; Mal 4:5-6). Fifth,ghgphecies about
their reappearance have not been fulfilled (Lukér 1John 1:21). Some have speculated that onesafitinesses will
be Enoch. Because Enoch like Elijah never died (&&8-24; Heb 11:5) and because men are only afgubto die

once (Heb 9:27), it is argued that Enoch must keeddrthe two witnesses. However, this identificati® problematic
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14). The ministry of the two Jewish witnesses (1143 is the second piece of information given in
Revelation indicating that God intends to redeeewtbrld by fulfilling Israel's covenants. This
parenthetical insert ends with the sounding ofséiventh trumpet (11:15-19). As this trumpet is
sounded the announcement is made that the kingdédmsavorld has now become God’s

kingdom. The bowl judgments will produce this réstihus, God is praised on account of this
transfer in authority. The cosmological disturbant®at John sees anticipate the bowl judgments.
The bowl judgments are also anticipated in the anoement that the seventh trumpet is a third
woe (11:14). Because no immediate judgment takese@t the sounding of the seventh trumpet, in
what sense is the seventh trumpet a third woeZé&squsly explained, the seventh trumpet

represents such a woe because it will triggereéh@arning bowl! judgments.

A third non-chronological, parenthetical insertipires in between the sounding of the
seventh trumpet and the pouring forth of the fastvl (12—14). These chapters reveal Satan’s
opposition to the transfer of kingdom authoritytthvas announced when the seventh trumpet was
sounded (11:15). Revelation 12 records Satan’ssifipo to God’s kingdom prograrii.Just as
Satan opposed the birth of Christ (Rev 12:1-5; M&t6-18), he will similarly oppose Israel after
he is cast out of heaven halfway through the taboah period (Rev 12:6-13). Yet God will
supernaturally intervene and protect Israel fronaiia attack throughout the duration of the
tribulation period (12:14-17). Satan attacks Istaslause it is through this covenanted nation that
the kingdom will ultimately come (12:10). God’s pegvation of Israel in the midst of Satanic
opposition would certainly come as a great encamant to the churches who were experiencing
similar satanic opposition (2:9, 13, 24; 3:9). Ttlspter’s focus upon Israel is the third cluehia t
book that God plans on redeeming the world byIful§ His promises to Israel, His covenanted

nation.

because Enoch was a Gentile and in the tribuladiod is at work again through the Jewish people30&f; Dan
9:24; Rev 7:4-8; 12:1). Also, Hebrews 9:27 couldspeaking of a general principle that has somepiares (John
11:43-44).

" In this chapter, the dragon represents Satan Y 1tB®son represents Christ (12:5; Ps 2:9), aaaviiman represents
Israel (12:1; Gen 37:9-10).
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Revelation 13 records the two entities that Sati#iruse to oppose God’s kingdom purpose
during the tribulation. Revelation 13:4 indicatkattSatan directly empowers these entities. The
first entity is the beast that comes out of the(48al-10). The beast represents the future
antichrist®® His Gentile origin is evident from the fact that émerges from the sea (13:1), which
typically represents the Gentile nations (Isa 571201, 15). His Gentile origin is also verified
through the fact that the various types of thecamist used by Daniel, such as Antiochus (Dan
11:31) and Titus (Dan 9:26), were all Gentfle¥hrough a series of miracfése will catapult
himself to world domination and use this global powo oppress God’s people. The second beast
(13:11-18) is later called the false prophet (192010). He will perform miracles on behalf of the
first beast, force humanity to worship the firsa&° and coerce the world into submission through
the use of global economics. He will likely be efndsh origin since he comes from the land
(13:11), which is typically used as a scripturgbleemism for Canaan (Zech 12:12; Matt 2:6).

Revelation 13 leaves the reader with the impresgianSatan will have unlimited control
during the tribulation. However, John counter baémthis sentiment by reminding his audience
that God will still be in ultimate control throughiothis terrible time period. John does this in

Revelation 14 by announcing six events to be fatliin the tribulation period’s remaining

8 Both entities are individuals rather than justeyss. Since they are thrown into the lake of fir®:20) and are still
locate in the lake of fire 1000 years later (20;106¢y both possess an eternal soul. The possesfsésoul
characterizes individuals and not systems. Thetlsdasmanity is also seen in the fact that he pesesethe number

of a man (13:18). Paul's reference to him as “midawlessness” (2 Thess 2:3) also testifies tchhimanity.
8L For further verification of the antichrist's Gdatbrigin, see Fruchtenbauootsteps of the Messiah07-14.

8 His greatest miracle will involve his resurrectivom the dead. Many view this resurrection as seare of imitated
resurrection on the grounds that only God has liiigyato resurrect the dead. However, this vievesmot hold up
under careful exegetical scrutiny. The same eefisen that is used to describe the beast’s resurre¢tidri4) is
also used to describe Christ’s resurrection (A8hough in Satan’s powers are limited today, g that during the
tribulation period Satan will have unrestrainedigbio perform miracles through his chosen instamnin(13:4). Such

miracle working capacity will even include the poie resurrect the dead.

8 Just as the ministry of John the Baptist was &wdattention to Christ (John 1:29), the functionihaf false prophet

will also be to draw people’s attention to the eimtist.
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months® All six of these events revolve around the thefm@&ad’s ultimate victory. They include

the ongoing ministry of the 144,000 Jews (14:1#%, proclamation of the eternal gospel (14:6-7),
the prediction of Babylon’s ultimate doom (14%8}he prediction of ultimate doom upon the beast's
worshippers (14:9-12¥ the victory of the tribulation martyrs (14:13),cathe destruction of the
Christ rejecting nations at Armageddon (14:14%®ecause God will provide ultimate victory

over satanic forces during the tribulation, therches of Asia Minor could be encouraged upon

realizing that God would provide them with ultimaietory over Satanic opposition as well.

Chapter 15 marks the end of the parenthetical sl the beginning of the final series of
judgments, which are the golden bowls of wrath 1189:6). Revelation 15 represents a prelude to
the bowl judgments. The bowls are described asdhien last plagues (15:1). After the tribulation
martyrs (15:2) praise God (15:3#)angels emerge from the heavenly tabernacle (16H®i6ling
the bowl judgments (15:7-8). After the commandiveg (16:1), the bowls are poured out. The first
five bowls bring forth the following judgments: t®(16:2), the sea becoming blood (16:3), the
fresh water becoming blood (16:4-7), the sun sdogchnan (16:8-9), and darkness befalling the
beast’s empire (16:10-11). The parallels betweerbtbwl judgments and the Exodus judgments are
obvious (Exod 9:8-10; 7:20-21; 10:21-23; 9:22-Z9)us, the bowls perform the ultimate Exodus of
transferring the world’s kingdoms out of satanieitdage. Again, this is an encouraging reminder to

the churches of Asia Minor that the satanic oppoesthey are experiencing will not last

8 Some of these judgments are introduced with thiaggh“another angel” (14:6, 8, 9).
8 Babylon’s destruction will be described in greatail later on in the vision (16:19; 17-19:6).
8 A natural transition exists in between verse 1@ B3

87 Here the final conflict at Armageddon is symbdligaepicted as a grape harvest. This conflictdsatibed in greater
detail later on in the vision (16:13-16).

8 The tribulation martyrs praise God at this junetbecause the bowl judgments will allow Christegain the title
deed to the earth, execute judgment upon Satatharzeast, and avenge the martyrs. It is likely tiea song of
Moses in verses 3-4 refers to the song record&eirteronomy 32 rather than Exodus 15. First, thezesimilarities
between the two (Deut 32:4; Rev 15:3). Secondstimg deals with the latter days (Deut 32:29). Tind song
would never be forgotten (Deut 31:21). See Toussdihe Revelation of John,” 18.
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indefinitely. The sixth bowl (16:12) dries up thaghrates to make it easier for the kings of the eas
to accomplish their mission of slaying a third ofianity (9:13-19%°

The fourth non-chronological, parenthetical ingertoccurs in between the pouring out of
the sixth and seventh bowls (16:13-16). This pdresis describes the supernatural gathering of the
nations to the valley of Armageddon for the finahftict.>° When the seventh bowl is poured out
(16:17-21), God’s judgment program is completedXZH This judgment is associated with various
topographical (16:18, 20) and cosmological distndes (16:21) resulting in the division of

Jerusalem and the destruction of Babylon (16:19).

The judgment upon Babylon (16:19) logically leaplshte fifth and final parenthetical, non-
chronological insertion (17:1-19:6). This insertiexpands upon the fall of Babylon that was
announced in the previous chapter. Although nunsenaierpretations of Babylon exist, it is best to
assign Babylon its literal significance as the aitythe Euphrates River (18:18)Both chapters

speak of the singular destruction of Babylon atgbering out of the final bow¥ While chapter 17

8 A logical connection exists in between verse 1@ BB
% Armageddon (literally translated “mount Megiddé®)an actual geographic area located in Northeaels

% For a full discussion of the various views as waslthe hermeneutical issues involved in identifygabylon, see
Andy Woods, “What is the Identity of Babylon in Reation 17-18?" online: www.spiritandtruth.com, essed 17
December 2005, 1-67.

2 The notion of viewing Revelation 17 and 18 as iisrbuttressed by noting the similarities betwées chapters.
Both chapters refer to Babylon as having the saaneen(17:5; 18:2), being a city (17:18; 18:10), wegthe same
clothing (17:4; 18:16), holding a cup (17:4; 18#ynicating with kings (17:2; 18:3), being drunktkvwine of
immorality (17:2; 18:3), persecuting believers @;7£8:24), experiencing destruction by fire (17:18;8), and
experiencing destruction by God (17:17; 18:5, 8)e Targer context also supports viewing these @naats a unit.
Revelation 14:8 announces the singular destructid@abylon while drawing imagery from both chaptéedl: 17:16
and 18:2; name: 17:5 and 18:2; immorality: 17:2 488). Revelation 19:2-3 also announces the samgldstruction
of Babylon while drawing imagery from both chaptéagsmpare 19:2 and 17:1; 19:3 and 18:9, 18). R&veld 7-18
must also be singularly connected to the sevenii ioce one of the angels who had the seven balstsgave John
the revelation of Babylon (17:1). Furthermore, nmfsthe arguments used to prove two Babylons haemnb
answered. For example, the phrase “after thesgghimeta tauta) in Revelation 18:1 can simply indicate the time

sequence in which the visions were revealed to Jcimonological use) rather than something thattriake place
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focuses upon the religious aspects of the cityelRdion 18 focuses upon the commercial and
political aspects of the city. Apparently, the aiyBabylon will rise to great significance and
influence in the tribulation period only to be deged by God. Babylon will be so wicked and
oppressive during this period, that her destruatdhinvoke numerous heavenly praises (19:1-6).
These heavenly hallelujahs are also no doubt dtleetéact that Babylon’s fall represents the last
item that must fall before Christ can return anclain the title deed to the earth. Because God will
destroy such an oppressive force in just one hb#.Q, 17, 19), John’s audience can be assured
that they are associated with the one who will &lslp them gain ultimate victory over the forces

that are oppressing them.

Now that John has concluded his discussion of evahrthe tribulation (4:1-19:6), his vision
now focuses upon the events following the tribolat{19:7-22:5). Thérst event following the
tribulation will be the Second Advent (19:7-21). @hChrist returns the “marriage supper of the
lamb” will transpire (19:7-9). While the marriagétbe church to Christ takes place in heaven after
the rapture, the marriage supper will take placenupe earth subsequent to the Second Adient.

Because the church is depicted as having alreasly tesvarded when she returns with Christ

later chronologically (eschatological use) becahsephrase is accompanied by a verb of perceptisaw.”
Whenever a verb of perception accompanies “afesehhings” in Revelation, the phrase is used chogrically
(4:1a; 7:1; 7:9; 15:5; 19:1) rather than eschatioklty (1:19; 4:1b; 9:12; 20:3). In addition, & ¢laimed that Babylon
in chapter 17 is destroyed in a different mannerana different source than the Babylon in chap&rHowever,
this contention is without merit because the Babglm both chapters are both destroyed by firel@;718:9) and by
God (17:17; 18:8). Moreover, it is claimed that theponse to the destruction of the two Babylomfierent
because chapter 17 records the kings hating thet ijar:16) and chapter 18 records the kings wegpirer the
harlot (18:9). However, this discrepancy can bdarpd. The kings in 17:16 are those who unite Withbeast to
defeat the harlot while the kings in 18:8 are thesgaged in commerce with Babylon mourning oveilldks of their
source of revenue. Also, it is claimed that the aib in chapter 17 is referred to as a woman wihiéeBabylon in
chapter 18 is referred to as a city. However, dhjgiment collapses upon realizing that 17:18 erplthat the woman
represents a city. Finally it is observed thatréference to “another angel” (18:1) bifurcatesdhapters since this
phrase is often used to introduce a new visionl(1D4:6, 8, 9). However, Revelation also interjghtsphrase
“another angel” into a vision without indicatingatra new vision is in view (7:2; 8:3; 14:15, 17).18harles H. Dyer,
“The Identity of Babylon in Revelation 17 and 18'h(M. thesis, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1979).38.

% This distinction harmonizes well with the how thas biblical times celebrated marriage in différphases.
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(19:8), the marriage and rewarding of the churdh@iBema Seat judgment has obviously already
transpired in heaven after the rapture. The prdasfex future reward, marriage, and marriage
supper should motivate the churches of Asia Minguursue faithfulness and holiness in their daily

lives.

John’s description of Christ’s return (19:11-16J oaly includes the attributes that He will
manifest when He returns (19:11-13) but it alsdudes His activities as well (19:14-16). He will
slaughter His enemies so that the birds will gagé¢he corpses of the dead (Matt 24:28). This
event is called the “supper of God” (19:17-18) andot to be confused with the previously
described “marriage supper of the lamb.” Christ thién defeat the armies that oppose Him and
cast both the beast and the false prophet inttakeeof fire (19:19-21). The anticlimactic naturfe o
these events is striking. No battle is even reabr@é that is mentioned is the ease of Christ’'s
victory over His enemies. Such information woul@iagoe of tremendous encouragement to the
oppressed churches of Asia Minor. Their oppressuns, seemed so formidable, would one day be

instantaneously vanquished by the omnipotent Christ

Thesecondevent following the tribulation will be the millaral kingdom (20:1-10). It will
include the binding of Satan (20:1-3), the resuroacof Old Testament saints and tribulation
martyrs to rule and reign with Christ (Dan 12:2;28), and the defeat of Satan after his
momentary release and rebellion (20:7-¥0t this point the title deed to the earth is réeoled.

What was lost in Eden is now regained as Christsrahd reigns over the present earth (5:10) for a
thousand years. The information found in this ceaptould strengthen the churches of Asia Minor
who were experiencing Satanic opposition (2:9,243,3:9). The way Satan'’s rebellion at the end of
the kingdom age is immediately crushed without es@much as a battle as well as his binding and
ultimate defeat in the lake of fire, would conveythe churches that this angelic foe who was
oppressing them would eventually be crushed. Thelagon of the righteous ruling in the
millennium would also give the churches encouragerteeendure under unfair circumstances.

Although they were being oppressed in the presieatday would come when the tables would be

% The Gog and Magog rebellion recorded in this alaff0:8) is not to be confused with the Gog andjprebellion
mentioned in Ezekiel 38-39. See Pentechsitigs to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatolpg%9-50.
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turned and they would rule and reign with Chris{3. Also, the reason that Satan attacks “the
beloved city” (an obvious reference to Jerusalentheend of the millennium (20:9) is because of
her preeminence once again among the nationsfddtisepresents the fourth indication in the
book that God plans on restoring the world by fiutig his promises to His covenanted nation

Israel.

Thethird event to take place after the tribulation is theds White Throne Judgment
(20:11-15). When this judgment transpires, unbeliswf all ages will be resurrected. As their
names are not found written in the lamb’s bookfef they will be thrown into the lake of fire
where the beast, false prophet, and Satan hadopidyibeen deposited. Their evil works as
recorded in the “books” will determine their dege#g@unishment they will receive in the eternal
lake of fire. Hades, which temporarily housed thaseelievers prior to this judgment, will then be
cast into the lake of fire. The revelation of thuidgment would naturally have a purifying effect on
those churches in Asia Minor that were carnal. Merslof these churches would conclude that if
this final judgment represented God’s hatred foras well as his program for doing away with sin,
then sin should be avoid&dAlso, if these assemblies happened to have anypelevers in their
midst (a debatable proposition), then revelatiotht#f judgment would encourage them to “get right

with God” in order to avoid this horrific judgment.

Thefourth event that will take place after the tribulatisrthe establishment of the eternal
state. Because at this point God has won “the sttt woman/seed of the serpent conflict” (Gen
3:15) by redeeming the kingdoms of this world, Bl@ow free to create an uncursed new world
(21:1; 2 Pet 3:10-13f First, the eternal state is described in generais (21:1-8). One of its most
striking features is its holiness (21:27). For epamRevelation 21:8 describes eight sinful
lifestyles that will be excluded from the etern@ts. This insight gives God'’s perspective on
holiness, which would again encourage those cammaiches to practice holiness in the present.

% Although Christians will not participate in thisdgment, living with knowledge of it still can haaepurifying effect

on their lives by showing them God'’s mind on thbjsat of sin.

% Specific references to the curse being absent fheneternal state are found in 21:4-5; 22:3.
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Second, the specifics of the eternal city are gi\Zdn9-22:5). The naming of the gates after
the twelve tribes of Israel (21:12b-13) represagtfifth clue given in the book that God plans on
redeeming the earth by fulfilling His promises ts ldovenanted nation Israel. Because the gates
are named after the tribes and the foundationaamread after the apostles (21:14; Eph 2:20), God
will cause the church and Israel, His two greagpans for redeeming humanity, to be eternally
remembered throughout the eschaton. As indicateéi@reshe promises given to the various
churches in chapters 2—3 come from this sectidhisfoook describing the eternal state. Thus, the
material found in these final two chapters wouldaldeemendous source of comfort and
encouragement to these churches to endure in tth& ofitheir trying circumstances. Although they
are suffering in the present, they will be richéyvarded in the future though their participation in

the eternal state.

Now that John has concluded the major sectionobbok describing “the things that will
take place” (4:1-22:5), he concludes the lettehwait epilogue (22:6-21F.irst, words of comfort
are provided (22:6-17). Because the things predlictéhe letter will soon become a reality, the
churches are on the wining side of history. Thiagytcan be comforted in the midst of their
oppression. Because God will vanquish sin, thaly diges should reflect the character of their
destiny. Thus, they should pursue holiness in thegntSecongJohn warns against adding to or
subtracting from the content of the vision (22:18-Y Third, the vision concludes with a
benediction (22:20-21). Unlike the Old Testameritioh concludes with a prophecy of a coming
curse (Mal 4:6), the New Testament concludes viighpgromised blessing of Christ’'s soon return.

%7 Similar warnings against adding or subtractingrfrdivine revelation are found throughout Script(Deut 4:32;
12:32; Prov 30:6; 2 Pet 3:16). This warning seertset operating from the presupposition that a ahil@od would
never purposely injure what God has revealed. Lafiegwers to Tough Questions: A Survey of Problensdtpes
and Issues from Every Book of the Bjt340.
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