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Policies

Creative Commons maintains and publishes policies that apply to the use of our websites, content and
software that we publish, our trademarks, and to those participating in the Creative Commons Global
Network, including Individual and Institutional Members, as well as non-Members who participate in CC
projects around the world. Note that some of these policies are maintained on other website pages but
can be viewed by clicking on the relevant link below.

The following policies are applicable to anyone who uses our websites.

Privacy Policy

Cookies Notice

Creative Commons Master Terms of Use

CC’s Licensing Statement for Content and Software Code

The Creative Commons Trademark Policy applies to anyone who uses the CC trademarks.

When you participate in the Creative Commons Global Network (“CCGN”) as a member or non-
member, in addition to the generally applicable policies on this page, the following legal policies apply to
you as you engage with CC and the network:

+ Network Charter
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s Legal Code Errata

+ Legal Code Defined

CC’s Licensing Statement for
Content and Software Code

Other than the Creative Commons trademarks (licensed subject to the Trademark Policy below) and the
text of Creative Commons legal tools and human-readable Commons deeds (dedicated to the public
domain as specified below), all content on this site is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International license unless otherwise marked.

Software: All of the software code we create is free software. Please check our code repository for the

specific license that applies to software code you wish to use.

Legal text (we call this legal code) and Commons deeds: Creative Commons makes the legal code of its
licenses and the CCO Public Domain Dedication available under the CCO Public Domain Dedication. CC
also makes the Commons deeds associated with its licenses, the CCO Public Domain Dedication, and the
Public Domain Mark available under the CCO Public Domain Dedication. This allows anyone to reuse
those texts for any purpose; however, CC reserves fully and unconditionally all trademark and branding
rights associated with the licenses, the CCO Public Domain Dedication, and the Commons deeds. See the
Trademark Policy below for more detail.

Creative Commons Trademark
Policy
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translation, or other presentation), CC (including the CC in a circle logo (the “CC Logo”) and CC standing
alone), CC+ (within a circle or standing alone) and CCPlus, CCO, all of the Creative Commons license and
public domain buttons and icons, and any combination of the foregoing, whether integrated into a larger
whole or standing alone. This also includes all of the CC trademarks incorporated into Unicode and any
other similar standard.

How you can use CC trademarks:

CC’s trademarks are not licensed under a Creative Commons license. You are authorized to use our

trademarks subject to this Trademark Policy, and only on the further condition that you download images
of the trademarks directly from our website or apply them through software that incorporates the
trademarks in Unicode. You are not authorized to use any modified versions of our trademarks, except
that you may use a different color for the CC logo and its background so long as the two colors chosen
have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1.

Additional specific rules for particular
trademarks:

Creative Commons Public Copyright License Marks: Creative Commons licenses the use of its public
copyright license marks, which include the CC Logo, on the conditions that you use the marks solely to
describe the Creative Commons license that applies to a particular work and, in a manner reasonable to
the medium and context, include the URI or a hyperlink to the corresponding Commons deed on the
Creative Commons server.

Public Domain Dedication Marks: Creative Commons licenses the use of its public domain dedication
marks, on the conditions that you use the mark solely to describe that the CCO Public Domain Dedication
applies to a particular work and, in a manner reasonable to the medium and context, include the URl or a
hyperlink to the Commons deed on the Creative Commons server.

Public Domain Mark: Creative Commons licenses the use of its trademarked Public Domain Mark badge
on the conditions that you use the mark solely to describe that the Creative Commons Public Domain
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that describe a particular legal tool and Its Icon marks that describe a key license element, such as BY, NC,
ND, and SA, on the conditions that you use the mark solely to describe the Creative Commons legal tool
that applies to a particular work and, in a manner reasonable to the medium and context, include the URI
or hyperlink to the relevant Commons deed on the Creative Commons server.

Legacy marks: Creative Commons has retired some of its prior legal tools, all of which have associated
trademarks, such as the Developing Nations License, the Sampling License, and Founder’s Copyright.
Although these tools have been retired and are no longer recommended for use, they are still legally
effective as to works to which they are applied. Therefore, those trademarks may only be used under the
terms and conditions of this Trademark Policy. Creative Commons licenses the use of its legacy marks on
the conditions that you use the mark solely to describe the Creative Commons legal tool that applies to
the particular work and, in a manner reasonable to the medium and context, include the URI or hyperlink
to the relevant Commons deed on the Creative Commons server. Note that legacy marks are not available
for download on our website.

Specific rules for particular uses of trademarks:

Promotional Uses: If you would like to use the Creative Commons or other CC trademarks on event titles,
product names, merchandise, and other promotional uses (e.g., “Creative Commons Film Festival”), you
must first receive permission from Creative Commons. Please submit your request to
legal@creativecommons.org with a description of your event or product, and an explanation as to how

Creative Commons, CC licensing, and/or CC-licensed works are integral to it.

Domain Names: Because of the likelihood of confusion, using the Creative Commons name in a domain
name is prohibited without express permission from Creative Commons.

Referential uses: For the avoidance of doubt, you do not need our permission to use our corporate logo
for referential use (e.g., to refer to Creative Commons as an organization), provided that such use does not
imply endorsement by or association with Creative Commons.

Descriptive uses: For the avoidance of doubt, you do not need our permission to use the license buttons
and icons, public domain dedication marks, and other trademarks for descriptive use (e.g., to describe CC
licensing in explanatory materials), provided that such use does not imply endorsement by or association
with Creative Commons.
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suggest that you are offering works under a Creative Commons legal tool. For the avoidance of doubt, you
may not use any CC trademarks with unofficial language translations of CC licenses. See this page for
more information.

Right to revoke:

Creative Commons retains the right to revoke any trademark license for any reason or for no specified
reason. Creative Commons is particularly likely to revoke a license if, in its sole discretion, it finds that
your use of the trademark is likely to bring disrepute to Creative Commons or any of its trademarks, or
confuses the public.

Additional trademark permissions:

In addition to the trademark permissions granted in advance to the public as set forth above, Creative
Commons may agree to grant additional permissions upon request. Please submit any such request to
legal@creativecommons.org.

CCGN Internet Services Policy

This Policy governs the operation of websites, social media accounts, and mailing lists for CC Chapters in
the Creative Commons Global Network.

Chapter Websites

To avoid confusion, all Chapters should have one principal public source of online information about the
Chapter and its activities. Chapters can choose to use a subdomain provided and hosted by CC HQ, or
Chapters can use a domain name of their own and host/manage the site themselves. If Chapters use their
own domain name, the subdomain will be forwarded, so that everyone coming to creativecommons.org
can find the site.

https://creativecommons.org/policies/#license 5/11


https://wiki.creativecommons.org/Modifying_the_CC_licenses
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/policies#license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons
https://creativecommons.org/about/contact/
https://creativecommons.org/privacy/
https://creativecommons.org/policies/
https://creativecommons.org/terms/
https://creativecommons.org/

4/30/2020 Policies - Creative Commons

U \l/ lIcense. Icons by The Noun Project.

Contact| Privacy| Policies | Terms

TTPIESCIILAaLIvVe LU DT VI PUITTIL LU LUTTESPUTTIU WILIT UL aUUL dUTTHHTTHSLI AUl aliledd PIHIVIIEZEES LU LT

subdomain.

Top-Level Domain Names (“TLDs”) and Country Code Top-Level Domains
(“ccTLD”): Chapters may decide to use a separate domain name. We ask that such website holders hold
the domain name and website in trust for Creative Commons, and add Creative Commons as a technical
contact on the WHOIS for the site. If, at any time, the Chapter decides that the website and domain should
be operated by another person or institution or retired, the website holder must cooperate in the transfer
or lapse of the website and domain, as applicable. Creative Commons reserves the right to decide that a
TLD must be transferred to Creative Commons or shut down in order to avoid trademark confusion, if a
Chapter was unable to continue operating, or for any other reason.

Chapter Website Content

All website content on Chapter Websites should be made available under a CC license, ideally CC BY 4.0 or
CCO. Chapters should establish their own guidelines for continued operation and updating of their
Chapter Website, consistent with the Chapter Guidelines (https://github.com/creativecommons/global-

network-strategy/blob/master/docs/chapters-guidelines.md) and other CC policies. All Chapter Websites

must include a prominent disclaimer that the website does not provide legal advice. CC reserves the right
to request the removal of any content that fails (in CC’s sole discretion) to comply with this or other CC
policies.

Chapter Website Administration

As part of the main Creative Commons website, the subdomains are managed by Creative Commons and
therefore subject to all of the policies of the CC site, including the DMCA policy, terms of service,

and privacy policy. Every participant in a Chapter agrees to comply with all such policies and will take any
actions requested by CC in order to ensure compliance. Unlike subdomains, Chapters that choose to
operate TLDs in accordance with the above are alone responsible for ensuring that they establish and
maintain terms of service, a privacy policy, and any other policies necessary to comply with applicable
laws, including copyright and data privacy laws.

Chapter Social Media Accounts
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(https://github.com/creativecommons/global-network-strategy/blob/master/docs/chapters-

standards.md) to achieve this.
Chapter Mailing Lists

If a Chapter wants to set up and maintain a mailing list for its activities, the Chapter may use the services
provided by Creative Commons. Whether or not using CC-provided mailing lists, everyone participating in
a Chapter must comply with data privacy laws when dealing with participant email addresses and other
personal information.

Chapter Github Repositories

Each Chapter may request that Creative Commons open one repository on their behalf on CC’s
organization account on Github. The Chapter is responsible for ensuring that the repository is used in
accordance with Github terms and applicable law.

Note: This policy may be updated from time to time following consultation and collaboration with the
Global Network Council.

Chapter Logo Policy

Every CC Chapter around the world, once established in accordance with the Charter and other applicable
rules and guidelines, may create a single logo to designate their particular country chapter (“Chapter
Logo”). The Chapter Logo must include our “Creative Commons” name and/or our CCin a circle logo in
their original font and style.

Chapter Logo Approval: The Chapter Lead must submit the Chapter Logo to legal@creativecommons.org

for approval. For the avoidance of doubt, this approval requirement applies even in cases where a
Chapter selects a logo that was previously used in connection with a CC affiliate team under the prior
network governance model.
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are also engaged in jobs, projects, and activities that are tangentially or unrelated to CC. For the
avoidance of doubt, you and others involved in the CC Chapter are not entitled to use the Chapter Logo
for any purposes other than those stated above.

We will continue to work with you to ensure that you and others involved in the CC Chapter use the
Chapter Logo in a manner consistent with the principles and policies of CC. You agree to fully cooperate
with and take any actions requested by CC relating to all usage of the Chapter Logo by anyone involved in
your CC Chapter. It is understood that CC can end this permission at any time in its sole discretion,
including if at any time your status as a participant ends, the CC Chapter becomes inactive, or if you or
others involved in the CC Chapter fail to cooperate with or adhere to the policies of CC.

You further agree to comply with any policies set forth by your Chapter as to how the Chapter Logo may or
may not be used. In the event of a conflict between a guideline set forth by your Chapter and a policy of
Creative Commons, the Creative Commons policy will govern.

Ownership of the Chapter Logo: All uses of the Chapter Logo will inure solely to Creative Commons. You
and the others involved in your CC Chapter will obtain no ownership or other rights to the Chapter Logo.
You agree not to contest, oppose, impair, or challenge CC’s ownership of the Chapter Logos or any of its
other trademarks. You will not register or attempt to register the Chapter Logo as a trademark in any
jurisdiction and will not oppose CC’s registration or use of the Chapter Logo.

Page last updated: 29 May 2018

THE GROWING COMMONS
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