
Scripture The Rapture Before the Day of the Lord The Day of the Lord Before the Rapture

1 Thess 1:10

    They are eagerly awaiting the imminent return of 
Christ to rescue them from wrath. Their reaction 
only makes sense if the Rapture occurs before the 
Day of the Lord.

   If the Day of the Lord comes first, they should be 
bracing themselves for the Tribulation and the 
intense suffering it brings, rather than expecting 
rescue from wrath.

1 Thess 4:13-18
    They are grieving because deceased believers 
might miss the Rapture. Their reaction only makes 
sense if the Rapture occurs before the Tribulation.

   If they were expecting the Tribulation first, they 
would have rejoiced that their deceased loved 
ones escaped that period of intense suffering.

1 Thess 5:1-11     They are living to please God, knowing that He 
has not destined them for wrath, but for rescue.

   If the Tribulation is first, then their life now is only 
preparation for more intense suffering to come.

2 Thess 1:3-10

    They will have relief from their current 
persecution, but their persecutors will suffer during 
the coming wrath. Their reaction only makes sense 
if the Rapture occurs before the Tribulation.

   If the Tribulation comes first, then Paul would 
have warned them that they are to expect even 
more intense suffering and perhaps martyrdom 
during the Day of the Lord.

2 Thess 2:1-12

    They were shaken from their composure and 
disturbed by the claim that the Day of the Lord was 
in progress. Their reaction only makes sense if the 
Rapture is to occur before the wrath begins.

   If they were expecting the Tribulation first, they 
should have rejoiced that the Day of the Lord had 
arrived and that they were enduring their final push 
before the glory of heaven.

Which view best fits the Scriptures and the Thessalonians’ reactions


