Paul Before the Jewish Council (Acts 22:30-23:10)

1. Context

» Paul has recently returned from his third missionary journey.
» Accused of bringing a Gentile into the temple in Jerusalem, a riot ensues.
» Rescued from the mob by the authority of Rome.

» About to be interrogated by scourging when it was learned he had rights
as a Roman citizen.



2. Passage (Acts 22:30-23:10)2

30 The next day, because he [the Roman commander] wanted to know for
certain why he [Paul] was accused by the Jews, he released him from his
bonds, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear,
and brought Paul down and set him before them. ! Then Paul, looking
earnestly at the council, said, "Men and brethren, | have lived in all good
conscience before God until this day." 2 And the high priest Ananias
commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then
Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to
Jjudge me according to the law, and do you command me to be struck
contrary to the law?" 4 And those who stood by said, "Do you revile God's
high priest?" ® Then Paul said, "I did not know, brethren, that he was the
high priest; for it is written, "You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your
people.™ ¢ But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and
the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, "Men and brethren, | am a
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of
the dead | am being judged!” 7 And when he had said this, a dissension
arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and the assembly was
divided. & For Sadducees say that there is no resurrection—and no angel
or spirit; but the Pharisees confess both. ® Then there arose a loud outcry.
And the scribes of the Pharisees' party arose and protested, saying, "We
find no evil in this man; but if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him, let us
not fight against God." 19 Now when there arose a great dissension, the
commander, fearing lest Paul might be pulled to pieces by them,
commanded the soldiers to go down and take him by force from among
them, and bring him into the barracks. (Acts 22:30-23:10)



3. Paul's Conscience

« 1. .. I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day. (Acts
23:1)

o Possible meanings

= (D Although misinformed about God prior to his conversion, Paul's
motive had always been to obey and follow God.

= (2 Although formerly chief among the persecutors of Christ, the

complete forgiveness of God for his past allowed him to see
himself in this light (Acts 24:16; 1 Cor. 4:4)

= @ Paul is addressing unbelieving Pharisees and is describing his
behavior as a former member of their own.3



4. The Corruption of Justice

« 3 For you sit to judge me according to the law, and do you command me to
be struck contrary to the law? (Acts 23:3)

» A similar experience befell Jesus before the high priest

o 22 And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood
by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the

high priest like that?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If | have spoken evil,
bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?” (John
18:22-23)
» Jewish law, the basis of our law, presumed the accused party was
innocent until proven otherwise.

» Those with responsibility, whether in ministry to God or in government, are
expected to uphold and represent God's justice and mercy.

» Unfortunately, the historical norm shows that those in power often pervert
justice for personal gain, thinking themselves above the law.

» The high priest, Ananaias, had such a reputation: “Ananias the son of
Nedebaeus reigned as high priest from a.d. 48 to 58 or 59 and was known
for his avarice and liberal use of violence. Josephus says he confiscated
for himself the tithes given the ordinary priests and gave lavish bribes to
Romans and also Jews (cf. Antig. XX, 205-7 [ix.2], 213 [ix.4]). . . . He was
a brutal and scheming man, hated by Jewish nationalists for his pro-

Roman policies.”



5. Respect for Authority

« 5. .. foritis written, 'You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’
(Acts 23:5)

« Paul is quoting from Exodus, “It is written, 28 You shall not revile God, nor
curse a ruler of your people (Ex. 22:28).”

» We are to respect those in positions of authority, even when their behavior
does not warrant it.

« /1 Important caveat discussed last timeP: so long as those in authority do
not attempt to force us to contravene God's higher law. See Civil
Disobedience and the Christian® in my commentary on the book of Daniel.



6. Wisdom in Ministry

« 6 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other
Pharisees, he cried out . . . when he had said this, a dissension arose . . .
(Acts 23:6-7)

» Having was raised a Pharisee

o 8. .. according to the strictest sect of our religion | lived a Pharisee.
(Acts 26:5)

o 8. .. circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee
(Php. 3:5)

» Because the Sadducees, "say that there is no resurrection—and no angel
or spirit," Paul knew the would not accept his testimony:

o The supernatural encounter leading to his conversion on the road to
Damascus

o The central claim of the gospel: the resurrection of Jesus and the hope
of eternal life.?

» Paul appealed to his fellow Pharisees, not only because they shared his
views concerning spiritual realities, but because he perceived his
detractors were not as unified as one might think.

« Jesus said, 19 "Behold, | send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. (Mat. 10:16)



7. Saved by Rome . . . Again

« 10 fearing lest Paul might be pulled to pieces . . . [Paul was taken] by
force . . . into the barracks (Acts 23:10)

» God's sovereign hand at work.

» Paul witnesses the truth to his fellow Jews, but his message is rejected

» “Paul was in more danger in the midst of the Jews than he was in a
Roman prison.”®

» Once again, representatives of a Gentile power step in to protect him from
his countrymen, the Jews

» As when God used unclean birds to provide for Elijah at the Brook Cherith,

6 The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and
meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook. (1K. 17.6)



8. Application

» Authority - If we experience lawless behavior by those in authority, we
must still respect their position of authority. We recognize they hold their
position by the sovereignty hand of God (Romans 13).

o “This is something else that we have forgotten today. | personally
believe that the president of the United States, regardless of who he is
or how bad he is, ought never to be made a subject of a cartoon. He
should not be ridiculed because of the position he holds. We should
respect the office. We as human beings need to respect authority. Paul
wrote; “Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is
due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom
honour” (Rom. 13:7). It is interesting that he wrote this at a time when

Nero was on the throne in Rome, and Nero was a madman.”’



8. Application

» Miracles and the Supernatural - Christianity recognizes (indeed,
requires) miracles and a supernatural realm. Interpreting the teachings of
Christianity as a moral code within the confines of a materialistic world-
view is a serious perversion of the Christian message which asserts the
reality of creation, physical resurrection, a spiritual realm populated by
angels—both elect and fallen, Satan, heaven and hell.

o /1. Beware of churches, schools, and seminaries which—in pursuit of
academics, accreditation, and cultural acceptance—have drifted into a
materialistic worldview which denies essentials of the Christian
worldview as taught in the Bible. These are the equivalent of the
Sadducees of Paul's day—attaining influence and political power by
rejecting or downplaying Scriptural truth.



8. Application

. Wisdbm in_Ministry - We ére toibe harmless, but not naive. Jesus said,

8 .. . the sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the
sons of light (Luke 16:8).

o Christians should be known as intelligent, thoughtful, and wise in how
they live—including their ministry on behalf of Christ.

o Those who oppose the gospel often try to portray a unified front, but
they often embrace inconsistencies among themselves which a
discerning Christian can use to gain a hearing (i.e., the lesser-known
dissent among materialists in their understanding of how evolution

actually works and the mechanisms by which the universe and life
came to be).



8. Application

e Trusting in Testimony - Our testimony will often be rejected (Mat. 10:14;
Mark 6:11; Luke 9:5; Acts 13:51). Gods' purpose is for us to speak into
those settings wherever he places us. We may speak either reconciliation
or judgment. In such times, we must trust Him for our both the results and
the safety. Our job is to remain obedient and deliver the truth in love. We
don't own the results!

o This testimony by Paul, in Jerusalem, represents an "additional
chance" for the Jewish leaders to turn and accept the gospel before
Paul, under divine guidance, begins his "fourth missionary journey"—
leaving the Jews of Jerusalem for Gentile realms (ultimately, Rome).

o 21 Then [Jesus] said to me, 'Depart, for | will send you far from here to
the Gentiles." (Acts 22:21)

o This rejection by Jerusalem, in God's sovereignty, became a great
blessing to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:11-13).



9. Closing Prayer
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