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All right, if you would turn to Romans 12, We're in this little series on assurance. We've looked at the
assurance that we can have of salvation. If we have trusted in Jesus as a personal savior, If we ourselves, as
our individual selves, have measured ourselves by the rod of scripture and we see that we come up short.

We understand that we are sinners. And then acknowledging that fact about us. We have understood that we
are without hope.

If hope was left to ourselves. And therefore, we have seen that in the sending of Jesus Christ into the world,
his agony, at the cross, his death in our place, that that is the way of salvation, that's the way of rescue. That's
the way out of this predicament of our sin before a holy God.

There is a way. Of cleansing. There is a way of forgiveness.

And it's in Jesus, so we must grasp Jesus and we must trust Jesus. And what he's done for us. And when we
do that, then we can have assurance, because it is the righteousness of the Son of God himself, that gives us
that assurance.

It's not about our righteousness. We should be obedient, we should fear God, we should try to live for God,
but it's not about that when it comes to salvation. When it comes to salvation.

It's about the exchange of Christ's righteousness, for your unrighteousness. And if you've received Christ's
righteousness, Then your unrighteousness has been pinned to him. And when God sees you, he sees the
righteousness of his son.

So yes, you can have assurance of salvation. Sanctification is another thing. Sanctification is living for God in
light of the salvation that we have.

But we can be assured that if we trusted Christ and Christ will be our savior unto the end. We looked at
assurance and repentance. Repentance to change one's mind about something.

You once thought this about yourself. Now you understand in light of scripture's testimony that something
else is true about yourself that in you actually dwells no good thing. There is nothing about you that God is
impressed with.

We understand, therefore, that we have to change our mind about ourselves, about our worth, um, without
God. And we understand that we need to go to God. If we're to be worth anything.

We understand also that this God is not a God that overlooks our transgressions. Just because we want him to.
He's not a god that agrees with us when we pat ourselves in the back and say, you know, tell ourselves good
things about ourselves.

He's not going to join in. We understand that this God is righteous, that he is just, that he is holy. He is what
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we are not.

But we also grasp that wonderful truth that God is gracious and merciful and compassionate. So he will save
us. We understand also that in the Christian life, we are continually having to check ourselves having to
repent, to change our minds about the direction that we're going or about what we're doing, in order to uh,
turn to God and let and obey God and let God, and his will be done in our lives.

And then we dealt with the subject of doubt. We all have doubts. For one, in one degree or another, in one
way or another, in one circumstance or another.

It's very, very hard to drive doubt away. Especially because we don't know what another day brings forth.
And so we can't be absolutely certain about tomorrow being a good day and the day after that being a good
day and the rest of our lives being good and uh, fruitful and happy and all of the things that we would like.

And that brings in some doubt. It brings in questions. It brings, we see uh, people go through hard times.

We ourselves go through those hard times. And so the experience of that does sometimes generate doubt. Is
God gonna take care of me?

How is God gonna take care of me? And, uh, am I gonna like the way God takes care of me? How do I know
absolutely that God loves me?

Me, personally. Because it's nowhere in the Bible that, you know, has my name in there. God loves so-and-so.

These things can come in, they can come in because of our personalities, they can come in because of our
experiences. They can come in because we've been let down over and over again by people, uh, they can
come in because, um, of, the fact that we might be just over inquisitive people asking too many questions, not
being settled on what God tells us. And so doubts happen.

How can we have assurance? How can assurance live with doubt? Well, because doubt can be driven away
with the right information.

That information is scripture says, Christ died for you. Then just die for a few people. He died for you that
God is a god of love, that distinguishes him.

That God is a God of mercy. That God is a God who cares for you. And so when Christ hung on the cross, he
hung on the cross there, not just for other people, but for you, you're included there too.

So you can trust him. And the doubts might persist, but the doubts can be treated as insubstantial, and you
can say, in the face of doubt, that I am assured that God's love will never fail. God's peace.

We looked at that that you can have assurance of salvation, and that brings about peace. There's already peace
if you're a Christian between you and God. God has, yeah, he's got nothing against you.

God is not going to go to war against you. You're not going to see God's wrath if you're a Christian. There's
peace between you and him.

In Christ. But then you can have that piece if you realize that God is with you wherever you go that
whichever twists and turns your life may take. God is there with you ahead of you, in fact.
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So today, I want to move on and talk about the connection between assurance and joy. I hope that you
understand enough about the gospel, and enough about, and I'm talking about those that have trusted Christ,
but you understand enough about the gospel, as it affects you right now, in whatever you may be going
through and whatever you may be facing to have assurance. You can say, this is not bragging.

This is not, uh, you know, bravado, this is not you, uh, having a false hope, but because you are leaning on
Christ. Because you are taking him at his word, because you understand the integrity that's behind his word
and the power that's behind his word, you can say with confidence that God is for you, and that God is never
going to forsake you. That's assurance.

That assurance can increase the more you tell yourselves those truths. But joy is something um, that's, I think,
slightly different. Now joy is something that God wants us to have.

Joy is something that is a subject that's repeated very often actually in the New Testament. So it's an
important doctrine in and of itself. But joy can be misunderstood.

And we need to understand what joy is and what it's not. So, dealing with the negative first. What is, uh,
sorry.

What is joy not? Well, it's not a personality trait. It's not a personality trait.

We all know people, and they can be unsafe people, they can be pagan, and they're very, very happy, joyful
people. Okay? They're very sanguine in their lives and their approach to life.

The glass half full people. Oh, wonderful. My glass is half full and they go forward with facing life in that
way.

It's their personalities. It's kind of people they are. That's not what um, the Bible is talking about when it talks
about joy.

Now, certainly, parts of that disposition, certain elements of that do feed into the definition of joy, but those
people are just, you know, sanguine people. It's just the way they are. So if joy was that, then you couldn't
distinguish between Christian joy, a non-Christian joy.

Do you see? And those Christians that didn't go, uh, through life smiling like the Cheshire Cat, you know,
you would think, well, there's something wrong with them because they don't have joy, because they're not
bullion, like, they ought to be. Well, obviously that is a very superficial understanding of joy.

Joy is not a disposition or a personality trait. Some people are more outwardly, you know, sunny than others.
Joy is not 1st and foremost, a feeling.

And we have to, we have to say this. Of course, feelings are important. Maybe I'll preach on feelings at some
point.

Feelings. Every, every, uh, Important thought, everything that is of value in one way or another will elicit
feelings, yes? It will impact us at the emotional level.

You know, we're not zombies. And so our feelings are important. But our feelings are not the most important.
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They are never the most important things. Our feelings can betray us. Our feelings, in fact, are often the open
doorway for the enemy to come in.

Our feelings can betray us and take us away from solid Christian doctrine. Our feeling can uh, make us
dupes. For false teachers.

Our feelings can tell us that God doesn't care right now. Our feelings can tell us that God is okay with our
backslidden lifestyles. Self-deception is often based in feelings.

And so joy is not, uh, a feeling, okay? It obviously involves, in some way, feeling, same as love does. But if
you notice in the love chapter in 1st Corinthians 13, you don't read anything about feelings or emotion in that
whole chapter.

Because that's not the essence of love and the essence of joy, again, is not failing. Joy is more of an
understanding. Joy is more of a settled notion that, um, It's a realization of truth.

A truth that is in the future. A truth that is pending. So often in scripture in the New Testament, joy is
connected to hope, as it is in our passage here.

Paul, in this little list that he gives out in Romans 12, says in verse 12, that we should be rejoicing in hope. In
other places in scripture, we see this. If you look at Jesus words in Luke chapter 6, If you turn to Luke 6, You
see the same connection.

This is often the way. It's often the connection that's made. Luke 6.22, Jesus says, Blessed are you when men
hate you, and when they exclude you and revile you and cast out your name as evil for the Son of Man's sake.

Well, that's not a lot, that's not a list that you feel good about. But look what follows. Rejoice in that day and
leap for joy.

It's like your body can't resist. You feel like static about the fact that, uh, Something's gonna happen. What?

What is he talking about? What's the reason for this? For indeed your reward?

is great in heaven. That's a that's future. That's not now.

Right now, you're being reviled. Right now, you're being excluded. Right, now you're having a hard time, and
maybe people hate you.

That's right now. But in the midst of that, there's a contradictory as it were, uh, notion that makes that
unimportant. And that is the fact that for Christ's sake, Ahead of you lies something that is just indescribable
in its glory.

Jesus himself, who knows this because he's the one that is constructing glory for us. He's the one that wants
her to bring us into glory, who prays in John 17 that where he is, we shall be too. Jesus says that when this is
being done to you, For his sake.

You ought to realize that your reward is great in heaven. In fact, maybe people aren't reviling you. Maybe
that's not the problem.
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Maybe it's just that it's just the, uh, the, uh, mess that the world is in. The insanity. The injustice.

The corruption, the violence that brings you down. And just as hatred and reviling and exclusion, these things
can hurt. So these realities, you know, they we're not, we don't turn away from them as if they don't exist,
they do exist, and we live in the midst of it, and they can bring us down.

And maybe the, you know, we've got family that, that, uh, you know, our, our, uh, Thinking thoughts and and,
uh, holding beliefs that actually are part of the problem. And we think we despair. We think, why can't you
see?

Why don't you understand justice? Why don't you understand righteousness? And they don't.

And we might be tempted to feel overwhelmed, to feel despondent, to just want to get out of this world. Part
of why I read the John 17 passages that Jesus says, I do not pray that you'll take them out of the world. You
know, and if I'd have been overhearing, I might have, um, equipped.

Why not? Yeah, can you reconsider that one? The gods kept us in the world, as salt and light.

God has kept us in the world to do his will. God has kept us in the world to, as it were, prove ourselves as
obedient. Followers of him.

And knowing that and understanding that, We can look at the world and its wickedness and its evil and its
deterioration. And we can still live in it in hope. Because the hope that we have of glory, the hope that we
have of reward, the hope that we have of a cloudless day that never ends, where it's not the balance of uh, of
happiness and pain of uh, some sunny days and a lot of rainy days.

It's not the, uh, the pendulum swing. Between this is a good day. Things are going well for me here, things are
okay for this time, but, you know, the pendulums are going to swing back.

And I'm gonna have those bad days. That's for now, but you know, in the future, there'll be no bad days.
There'll be no suffering.

There'll be no tears. There'll be no worry, or anxiety. There'll be peace.

There'll be safety, there'll be no violence. There'll be no counterworld view. Threatening our worldview.

There will be truth, truth will be exalted. And the person of God himself will be ruling upon earth. And we
will be there as the children of God.

Not what, you know, the pathetic beings we are right now, but as the fully glorified children of God, Working
for God, experiencing things with each other and with God. In his kingdom. And uh, that's cause for joy.

That is cause for this settled understanding that calms our hearts that um, illuminates our imaginations of the
greatness that is in front of us. And it's a greatness that can't be rubbed out. It's a greatness that can't be taken
away.

We, you know, whatever is done to us down here, however we are taken out of the way or however things go
against us down here. However our plans don't work out down here, there is a fixed plan. For us that we
cannot be taken or cannot be taken from us.
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And we ought to know that. You ought to know that right now. You probably all had times when, as children,
um, you were told you would be going to maybe Disneyland or you'd be going to this place or going to that
place.

He had a tremendous anticipation about that. I know modern kids don't, really have as much of that because
it's just given to them too much. But you know, back in the day when these things were not an everyday
experience, we, uh, as kids, we couldn't wait for the day that we would go to this place or visit this place.

Or be doing this. Maybe it was the anticipation of the end of school. As simple as that.

But the thing is, that anticipation, that reality, shone a light upon us in the situation that we were in, and it
improved it. And it made all the difference in how we dealt with today. Well, there's something much better
than Disneyland that God has in store for us.

Something far, far greater in every degree. And it awaits you. It awaits you in glory.

You've got the ticket in hand. And by the way, actually, you don't have the ticket in hand. Jesus has got your
ticket.

He waits as it were at the threshold of heaven. And give you gives you your entry ticket into glory. He's kept
it for you.

You're kept by the power of God, that Apostle John says. This, you see, is a reason that Jesus, knowing where
we're going, knowing what's appointed for us says, if you just realize that, you jump for joy. In Philippians
chapter 4, Paul says to these Philippians, And he says, rejoice.

And again, I say, rejoice. I'm losing my papers there. And then he follows it up with The Lord is at hand.

The Lord is at hand. The Lord will return. The Lord will set up his kingdom.

The Lord will bring you into it if you know him as savior. These are all certainties. This is much more certain
and, you know, things that we worry about as far as the political machinations and what the, certain agendas
and so on are going to mean for us, a future with AI, for example, going out of control, a future, you know,
the 15 minute cities and all these other awful things that they, seemingly may have for us.

You know, those things are uncertain. They may or may not come about. But I tell you something that will
come about absolutely.

And that is the kingdom of God. And once that kicks in, all of this world and all of its wickedness and all of
its stupidity, and all of its sin, it's all gone forever. So gone.

It's a phase that will be forgotten. It's a reality that will never occur again. And so Paul, understanding that,
says, rejoice.

And again, I said, rejoice. You know, he's a prisoner when he writes that. So he's not having a good time of it.

But his mind is connected to a bigger truth. And so he rejoices inside. The text says that we are to rejoice in
hope.
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Hope. Have you got hope? What is your hope?

Hopefully it's not. Something is ordinary as, you know, you win the lottery. Well, hopefully you don't play the
lottery.

Or that, you know, your ship will come in or something like that. Hopefully, it's based in something that's
much more solid, much more permanent. Hopefully, it's based in the promises of your savior.

Hopefully it's based on the character of God. Hopefully it's based in the fact that you have the Holy Spirit as a
down payment right now, within you. Which is an assurance or an insurance.

I'm not sure which one. Probably both. That you're going to be glorified, that you're going to experience this
great change.

The things right now are not the measure of things in the future. This is why Paul says that we're supposed to
be rejoicing in hope. So that means, I hope that you can see that we should have joy.

But if we are not looking to our hope, our blessed hope, as Paul talks about it in Titus, if we are not bringing
that near and saying, and just like a school kid who's anticipating this wonderful trip or going to see his
grandma or whatever it might be, if we've not got that anticipation right now, if we've taken it for granted, if
we're not telling ourselves about the reality of what coming and it's coming sooner and sooner and sooner, if
we're not doing that, we're not bringing hope into our lives and into our thinking, then we are not creating the
environment that's necessary for us to have joy, the joy that God wants us to have in the midst of our lives.
We are to rejoice in hope. Finally, in Philippians chapter one, There's another connected reason why we are to
be uh, to have joy in our lives.

Paul says, he that hath begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ, his 2nd
coming. Now, the people that he wrote this to, They probably were like us here now. They had difficulties,
they had problems, they had to face every day.

They were concerned about this person. Oh, this issue, this boss, this political change, this unrest, this failed
crop. They were concerned about the things that, uh, that come upon us in this evil world, just like you and I
are concerned about stuff.

Do you think they're concerned about them now? You see, we're where they were. But they are sharing the
reality now of what God promised them.

He that began a good working then, when they trusted Jesus, performed it, until the day of their death, and
then death had no sting. Death had no teeth. Death was just a doorway into eternal life into a better realm,
into a blessed realm into the presence of God himself.

They who, like us, saw through a glass darkly, now see face to face. Oh, there's such a contrast. And if they
could just take what they experience now, the reality of it and just take a bit of it back into their earthly lives.

They would have great joy. So that's what we need to do. What we need to do is understand that the hope that
we have and the hope that is set before us, because of what Christ has done, is a sure hope.

It's a movable. The devil can't do anything about it. Evil people can't do anything about it.
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They can't stop it. They can't stop God glorifying you, bringing you into his house giving you everlasting life,
taking away every aspect of evil that you've experienced so that you never experience it again and giving you
a, an exaltation that is beyond what you can even conceive. He that has begun a good work in you will
perform it.

You can trust God. You can trust that God will get you to glory. You can trust God, that he will give you a
glorified body like Jesus' resurrection body.

You can absolutely be sure, 100% sure, not 99%, 100% sure. More sure than anything else because it's based
on the character of God that you will. Be with God in eternity.

Your father, and he will bestow his kindness and his goodness upon you forever. And I know you don't
deserve it, neither do I. But it doesn't stop it being true. It doesn't stop it being true.

And so how does that make you react? That thought. About where you're headed.

That thought that it will be soon. One way or another. Because life is just a vapor.

One way or another, we'll be there soon. What does that do to you now? Well, the answer is this.

You are to rejoice in hope. Let's pray. Dear Heavenly Father, we pray that we would be, uh, More fixed on
your promises.

Salvation is not just the forgiveness of sins, as blessed as that would be. Salvation is the entrance into
immeasurable glory. Founded on your wonderful grace and your wonderful love.

So help us bring that reality, at least parts of it, the parts that we can conceive of into the present. Let it
dominate our thoughts. In the midst of whatever difficulties we're facing.

In the midst of the sadness or the contradictions of life. Help this thought dominate us, Lord, there is a reason
for our rejoicing, and it's not based on our circumstances. It's based on what our circumstances will be.

We trust, Father, that you will do above and beyond that which we can ask or think, and we thank you in the
name of our Savior. Amen.


