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1st Corinthians 15

As we come to the final sermon on this small series on assurance. If you're a Christian, you ought to have
assurance. Do you have assurance?

That at the end of this life, because you must come to the end of this life. Do you have assurance that you can
meet death confidently? Are you completely satisfied in yourself?

That God will usher you through death as a door, as a welcoming door, into eternal life, or are you still?
vexed with the question mark of what happens after death? Are you afraid of death?

Are you terrified of death? The world likes to keep death silent, you know, in the dark. Pretend it's not
coming.

Pretend it's never going to be there. And even after dealing with death, you know, they just rattle off these,
uh, you know, silly and they are silly. Uh, wishful thinking.

Uh, lines that they put out, you know, rest in peace and uh, you know, he's up there enjoying himself now and
all of these things that are not thought through and not based in anything. Do we have something better to
offer them? Rest in peace.

Do we have anything better to offer than our good wishes? We can have as many good wishes as we want,
but we don't have the power to do anything about those wishes. Do we, therefore, have something to face
death with.

Because if assurance can't deal with the reality of death, all we're left with our platitudes. There's no power to
enforce them, there's no strength or persuasion, that we can present to death, death just is there as a cold
reality that we have been familiar with through the death of friends and loved ones, and that we ourselves will
one day meet. And so, as you can see, um, My 1st point is kind of pretty, uh, in your face, isn't it?

In fact, the sermon title is in your face. I went, I was thinking through what should I call this final sermon.
You know, so we've been talking about assurance and doubt and assurance and peace and assurance and joy
and so on.

And, uh, certainly, it follows the trend to say assurance and death, but it sounds just too immediate, too
shocking. So I tried to come up with some alternatives, you know? But any alternative that I came up to
sounded just as bad.

You know, assurance and the face of death, assurance and the specter of death. I mean, once you put that
word death in there, it's just pretty negative, isn't it? It's just bad.

So we need to confront the reality of death. We need to be unlike the world. In fact, if we're wise, we live our
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lives, in, not in the, uh, putting death into the shadows, but bringing death out into that reality that we live,
knowing that it's in front of us and confronting it and living our lives in light of it.

I know, uh, if you're younger, you can push death back, can't you? You can say, you know, that I'm going to. I
am not going to even need to worry about that right now.

Okay? It's like a 13, 14 year old worrying about retirement. I don't need to worry about that right now.

But the fact of the matter is, as Gilbert was just telling us this morning in Sunday school, about a tragedy that
happened on Friday. Um, a young man. Messi's death, trying to ride a motorcycle.

We never know when death is going to make its claim on us. Mike? There we are.

Okay. I love technology. Okay.

We've got to face the reality of death. So what is death? Death is, 1st of all, punishment.

Death came in when sin came in, according to Romans chapter 5. We're all sinners. We're all tainted with sin.

We're all polluted by it. We can't. We can't get it off us, we can't wash it off us.

It's part and parcel of us. Even now as a Christian. Sin courses through you.

Sin tries to infect and direct your thinking and your emotions. Sin tries to reign over you. Now, of course, the
good news and we'll get to the good news further on, also, the good news is that Jesus Christ has dealt with
death.

And Jesus Christ has dealt with sin. As far as judicially is concerned. But we are still.

Hampered by sin. We are still escorted through life by sin, We still have to fight daily, constantly against sin.
And sin brings death.

So just as the reality of sin is something that we have to deal with all the time, we also, if we're wise, have to
understand the reality of death. Death is a punishment because we're sinners. Death also, in fact, maybe
fundamentally is a separation, separation, 1st of all, from life.

But then we have to define life. Is life just breathing in and out and being able to walk around and speak and
think and so on? Well, that's part of what life is, but there's a great deal more to life than that.

Life, really, In its fullness, is life with God, is life connected with God. Is life interacting with God, is life
being. A reflection of God.

Life, therefore, involves having those great virtues of God within us. Life, at the fullest, is to have those
virtues and to have that peace and to have that joy and to have that love and to have all of the great things that
God. In himself has without anything that is contrary to the character of God.

That's what life is. So it's not just the uh, animation of uh, some physical material. Life is interacting in God's
creation as God intends us to do.
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Being also satisfied, and yes, happy in the pursuit of God's purpose for us. That's something that we can only
touch upon here in this life. It's something that's only possible to realize in very small and faint ways in this
life.

But life itself, If you remove sin, and if you remove death and you make life what it ought to be, that's what it
is. So death is a separation from that. Death is that which separates us from that life of God, death is that
which separates us also, in the end, from this lesser life, this ability to uh, live and breathe and think and
communicate as we do in our lives.

Death cuts that off too, physically. We die. Death is the uh, great period mark at the end of our lives, our
physical lives in this world.

It's the end of the book. There's no more story after that in this present evil world. We're gone.

That's our life. And what has to be said about it, which is for most of us, not a great deal. Death is called the
last enemy, 1st Corinthians 15, verse 26.

Paul calls it the last enemy. So therefore, it is an enemy. I think it is important for us to see life.

So rather see death, not as a friend. It is an enemy. It is the escort of sin.

Satan did have the power of death according to the book of Hebrews. And therefore it was the friend of
Satan. Death is not our friend.

Death is something that is contrary to us, that is against us. Death, though is something. Someone, if you
want to personify it, the Bible does that sometimes.

That is our enemy, our nemesis. But he is the last enemy. There are plenty of enemies in our lives.

And I'm not just talking about personal enemies, about human beings, we can have some of those, maybe,
and to those we are to be good to, those we are to make sure that we love our enemies, but there are enemies,
to our bodies, to our health, to our mental state, to, you know, our peace to our understanding of things, our
comprehension of things, because we are surrounded by lies. There are plenty of enemies out there, but the
last enemy is death. And so before going on to the 2nd point, And before diving more closely into the passage
that Steve read out.

I want to ask you a question. I want to ask you about your, um, your approach to death. Whether you're ready
to die.

Whether you do have assurance. When you meet death, that death cannot consume you. Take everything from
you.

Think about that. Because You can look at somebody else. Maybe some somebody a little older than yourself
and you can think, well, that's their problem before it's my problem.

Therefore, I'm not going to worry about it too much, but it is your problem. And therefore it is wise to answer
the question in the best way you can. All right, well, how does Paul answer the question?

How does God answer the question for us? How does he come into this issue? Well, our text, our text at the
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end of 1st Corinthians 15, which is all about the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the resurrection of his saints
in him.

Confronts us with a wonderful counterreality to death. He says, in verse 50, now, Now, this I say, brethren,
that flesh and blood, that's just, that's the way that we are now, as we walk around, cannot inherit the kingdom
of God. The kingdom of God is seen as future.

Do you see that? here? Nor does corruption inherit incorruption.

Where's corruption? Look in the mirror. That's corruption right there.

Look at yourself. Look at the person next to you. That's corruption.

I'm not talking about the fact that they're as evil as they can be. Here he's talking about our bodies. Our bodies
that age, our bodies that grow old and grow weak and our bodies that will die.

Corruption does not inherit incorruption. That is a, a time, uh, a, uh, kingdom. Where our bodies do not fade,
where there is no weakness, where there is no pain and suffering.

Where our bodies just continue. In glory. Behold, I tell you a mystery, says in verse 51, we shall not all sleep.

That's a nice way of saying, die. We shall not all die. But we shall all be changed.

Oh, here's the word that comes to meet death. Here's the word of assurance that you ought to have. We shall
be changed in a moment.

In the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet, for the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised
incorruptible. Well, corruption doesn't inherit incorruption, and we will be raised incorruptible. And we shall
be changed for this corruptible.

Look at yourself. Must put on incorruption. So it means that you one day will look at yourself and you won't
see corruption in the mirror.

You'll see incorruption in the mirror. You'll see not something that is given over to death, but something that
is given over totally to life. This mortal Must put on immortality.

So how has God dealt with death? I think the next verse really helps us to grab onto the reality of our
assurance that we can have in the face of death. We can stare death down.

Now, I know those are big words coming from somebody who hasn't faced death. Well, actually, I have faced
death pretty face to face. I've had a gun put to my head.

Okay? So, a loaded gun. Okay?

I was told that I was going to be shot. So I do understand something of this. I do understand about the fact
that of the dry mouth and the and your reality coming to a shuddering halt as somebody who has complete
power over you can end your life right that.

I understand that. I've been there. But how do we respond?
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To that reality. Well, look, what Paul says here. Verse 54.

So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, When you, if you are a Christian, and I'm talking to
Christians here, because I'm talking about the subject of assurance. When, The corrupt, weak, aging, uh,
struggling, You, Finally puts on immortality, the exact opposite of that. And this mortal is put on immortality.

Then shall be brought to pass. The saying that is written. So right now it's just a saying.

Right now it's just there, something that you can say, something that you can read. But it's going to be
brought to pass. It's going to be a sealed reality, then shall be brought to pass that which is written.

Death is swallowed up. Death is swallowed up. Death swallows everything up right now, doesn't it?

Death has its jaws open wide and it swallows up and no one stops it. But then, at the time, at the right time, at
the time of the changing of the saints, in the twinkling of an eye, death itself will be swallowed up. And this
text tells us that death will be swallowed up in victory.

A victory is a very positive word. That's a good word. Death is a really bad word.

Victory means celebration. Victory. Um, means that you've won.

Victory means that, uh, you know, you've achieved, you're over the line. You're the winner. So your death, my
death will be swallowed up in victory, victory over death.

Do you see that? Victory over death? So that you may say, oh, death, you can speak to death.

You can look at death. Oh, death. Where is your sting?

Right now before us? In our weakness and in our, uh, I mean, What can we do in the face of death when it
comes? Right now, we'll succumb.

Our bodies will succumb anyway. But O death, where is your sting? You know?

Buzzing, uh, I mean, trying to get a, uh, Uh, a bunch of bees down off your roof or from uh, a certain part of
your house or uh, I've got a bunch of bees that I have to deal with that are inside the filler cap of my
daughter's car. And if I'm not careful, okay, I'm going to get stung. And so I'm going to have to take
precautions because I don't want to get stung, okay?

But if none of those bees could sting me, if all they did was buzz around and bounce off my skin, I wouldn't
be bothered about them. Well, death. You say to it, you say, where is your sting?

Death may seem to consume you and to take you, and it has taken people and removed people from this
congregation that we love and that we cared for, but it has not got them under its power right now. They are
not the slaves of death. They are not imprisoned in death.

They are the victors. They have, in fact, even though they've met death, they have met life as a consumer of
death as a killer of death. Oh, Hades.

You can translate that hell, if you like. You can, I think Hades is probably the, it's the, just the Greek term.
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But the land of the dead.

Oh, Hades, where is your victory? Look around, you can look around the uh, uh, whatever, let's say, streets of
Hades, the realms of Hades. You can look around for the saints and you won't find them.

They're not there. Hades had no power. To keep them to retain them.

Where is your victory? Hell, where is your victory? The land of shades?

There's no victory. No victory, because no saint is held captive by Hades. No saint is detained by death.

Yes, they may, their bodies may die. Their bodies may go, uh, to the ground, to ashes to ashes, dust to dust.
And that's fine because these bodies anyway are not fit for heaven.

They need to be changed. They need to be transformed. But nobody who has trusted Jesus Christ needs to be
afraid of death.

If you look at Romans chapter 8, if you want to turn there, there's no real need to. There's this great passage
right at the end of Romans 8 that asks the questions, who will separate us from the love of God. And he gives
a whole list of things that can't separate us from the love of God.

And the love of God is God's commitment to us for our good. And at the end there, verse 38, it says neither
death, nor life, nor life down here, nothing separates us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord,
nothing. Death, does death separate us?

From the love of God? No. Jesus said to, um, The sister of Lazarus, the sisters, but he said, I am the
resurrection and the life.

Now her brother, Lazarus, had died. It was Martha. But he who believes in me shall never die, he said.

And then he said this. Do you believe this? Do you believe this?

You see, God has dealt with death through the death and the coming back to life and glory of Jesus, the Son
of God. Death has been dealt with. Death has been kicked to the curb.

Death has been humiliated and humbled. Death has had its teeth pulled. Do you believe this?

Challenging you this morning, do you believe this? And if you don't believe it, it's because you haven't
believed that God really has sent his son into the world to defeat death. To take away the punishment of
death.

To take away the curse, to take away the separation. So that one day, even though right now, we see through a
glass darkly. There will be a day when we see God face to face.

That's been done. The work has been done by Jesus. And Jesus offers you that finished work.

That victory over death. And you need to claim it. You need to believe it.

You need to hang on it as your only. Defense against death. An eternal separation from God.
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Because death is swallowed up in victory. Paul says, in 2nd Corinthians. My favorite book of the New
Testament, 2nd Corinthians.

We read this in chapter 5 listen to these words. For we know. That if our earthly house, what's he talking
about, the way we live, He's talking about our bodies.

If our earthly house, this tent, what do you do with tents, you put them up, you take them down, is destroyed
by death. We have a building from God, a house, not a tent, a house, not made with hands eternal in the
heavens. And for in this, we grown earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation, which is from
heaven, that eternal realm, that permanent realm.

If indeed having been clothed, we shall not be found naked, for we, who are in this tent, grown, being
burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed. That mortality may be swallowed up.
There it is again.

There's that picture, Swallowed up by what? Life. Life, life is the victor.

Life overcomes death. Life is the other side of death. Do you see that?

So God doesn't remove physical death from you straight away, but God puts life. Life with him. Life enjoyed
as he enjoys it.

Life with no none of the detritus of this world: suffering, pain, grief. Disappointment, cruelty. A long, long,
long list.

That long list is, uh, taken up by God and thrown into hell. And it doesn't make an appearance. Anymore
forever.

So life in its purity, life as it ought to be, life as we can scarcely imagine it. As I say so many times from this
pulpit. That's what is given to you.

That's what we take as we go and face death. We say to death, you just adore. You're just a door.

And I'm going to go through it. But I'm not going to go through it into the realms of death. You're not going
to.

I'm not going to face defeat there. You're not going to have your claims in me. I go through the door of death
and I am claimed by the God of the living.

Death is swallowed up in victory. Verse 57 says, But thanks be to God. The eternal God, the living God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Why is death swallowed up in victory? It's swallowed up in victory because of the work and the change
wrought by Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, he says at the end of the chapter.

Be steadfast. Immovable. Always abounding in the work of the Lord.

Why? Why should I be that way? If at the end of it, My body dies and I just, you know, Go into the grave.
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If the world is right and it says, well, life, You know, use the word sucks, and then you die. If that's true, why
should I keep serving the Lord? Why should I be immovable?

Why should I be steadfast? I'll tell you why. Because the world's lying.

Because the world doesn't know what it's talking about. Because the truth of the matter is, victory is already
yours in Jesus Christ. Therefore, you know that your labor, all that you do for Christ now, all of your service,
all of your prayer, all of your face.

All of your faithfulness, all of your striving against sin, all of your, um, abilities that you use and the gifts that
God has given you, that you use for him, you know that all of your labor is not in vain. It's not for nothing.
It's not pointless.

It's in the Lord. It's in the risen Lord. It's recorded.

It's seen by God. It's encouraged by God. And it will be rewarded by God.

In eternity. So we ought to have assurance. We're gonna have some doubts because of the kind of world we
live in, of the kind of, you know, fitful beings that we are sometimes.

But you know what? Those doubts, they don't have to dominate our feelings. We can say that, yes, they're
there and they're annoying and they can frustrate us and we can listen to them too much.

But the reality is there's something much more permanent, much more powerful. Much greater than that. And
that is the word and the work of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Our commitment that is given to us from the love of God himself. Death, yes. It's a reality.

Will meet it. But we meet it in hope. Paul says, don't sorrow for those, you know, like the world, those that
have no hope.

You have hope. You have hope that pierces through death. You have hope that brings you into the kingdom of
God.

And death can't grab you, death can't keep you death can't have, well, there's any power over you. I hope that
you have assurance. Assurance through the work and the word of God.

Let's pray. Dear heavenly Father, You're the living God, you're the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the
God of Jacob. They're not the god of the dead, you're the god of the living, and they're with you.

And all of the saints are with you. And they are permanently with you, Lord. And they have faced their time
of travail in this present evil world, but they have become victors.

Victors over death, victors who have inherited eternal life. And we, Lord, we believers in Jesus, we are, Lord,
going to join them. We're on our way to the celestial city.

We're on our way to the eternal kingdom of God. And to your eternal smile and your grace and your kindness
that will never cease. And so we want to return thanks.
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We want to say to you, Lord, we believe. We believe that you have conquered death and that we have
conquered death in you, and that death will be swallowed up of life. Thank you in Jesus' name.

Amen.


