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As we’ve seen, within Scripture, Babylon represents the kingdom of man: “The pride and the spirit of the world
found their classical expression for the first time in the building of the Tower of Babel, but they also met their
first significant defeat at that time. From that time onward Babylon appears in the Scriptures as a symbol of the
world power in its most significant and truly representative expression.” 1

Within the flow of the book of Daniel, this chapter presents God’s judgment upon the pride of man as manifested
by the prideful king, followed in the next chapter by the judgment of the kingdom itself as it falls to Medo-
Persia. 2

While skeptics of the book of Daniel judge the events of chapter four to be legendary or preposterous, we
recognize the divine contribution this chapter makes to a larger biblical theme concerning the delusional pride of
fallen mankind.

These events foreshadow the prideful activity and ultimate judgment of the final ruler during the Times of the
Gentiles: the Antichrist. The chapter makes an important contribution to the divine commentary on man’s
tendency to deify himself. See Image of God or Beast?

Although the chapter lacks a precise indication of the date these events took place, 3  most commentators
understand the status of Babylon, as related by Nebuchadnezzar’s prideful statements and the duration of his
subsequent malady, as necessitating a date eight or more years before the end of his reign. 4  Thus, several
decades have transpired since the events recorded in the previous chapter, and Daniel would have been
approximately 47-51 years old at the time of Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream. See Chronology of Daniel.
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On first reading, it may seem as if the first three verses of this chapter fit more naturally as the end of the
previous chapter. This is how the Masoretes interpreted the chapter division. 5

�7�K�H���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���+�H�E�U�H�Z���>�0�D�V�R�U�H�W�L�F���7�H�[�W�����0�7�@���L�Q�W�R���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V���L�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�D�W���R�I���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K
�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�Z�R���S�O�D�F�H�V�����' �D�Q���������������������L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�������L�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�����' �D�Q��������������Œ�������D�Q�G���' �D�Q����������Œ���L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G
�D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���F�K�D�S�W�H�U����Œ���L�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�����' �D�Q������������Œ�������7�K�L�V���W�K�H�Q���F�D�X�V�H�V���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Y�H�U�V�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���E�H
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���+�H�E�U�H�Z���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V����Œ���D�Q�G����Œ��6

This interpretation results in the chapter division found within the Tanakh, where the verses that open chapter 4
in our translation appear at the end of chapter 3.

�>���������@���7�K�H�U�H�X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���6�K�D�G�U�D�F�K�����0�H�V�K�D�F�K�����D�Q�G���$�E�H�G���Q�H�J�R���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���R�I���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����>���������@
�. �L�Q�J���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���W�R���D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���H�D�U�W�K�����0�D�\���\�R�X�U
�Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�Q�G�����>���������@���7�K�H���V�L�J�Q�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���0�R�V�W���+�L�J�K���*�R�G���K�D�V���Z�R�U�N�H�G���I�R�U���P�H���,���D�P���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R
�U�H�O�D�W�H�����>���������@���+�R�Z���J�U�H�D�W���D�U�H���+�L�V���V�L�J�Q�V�����K�R�Z���P�L�J�K�W�\���+�L�V���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V�����+�L�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���L�V���D�Q���H�Y�H�U�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P��
�D�Q�G���+�L�V���G�R�P�L�Q�L�R�Q���H�Q�G�X�U�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��7

Both the Masoretic text and Tanakh begin chapter 4 with Nebuchadnezzar’s statement of being at rest in his
house. Many other translations, including the NKJV (followed here), understand these three verses to be remarks
made by Nebuchadnezzar at the opening of chapter 4, written after having experienced the events related within
the rest of the chapter. 8  This view takes verses 3 and 37 as bracketing the rest the narrative within the chapter.

�)�R�U���V�R�P�H���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�H���0�7���M�R�L�Q�V���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�K�U�H�H���Y�H�U�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���������D�V���L�I
�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J���L�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�S�L�V�R�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���À�H�U�\���I�X�U�Q�D�F�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���������%�X�W���L�W���L�V���Y�H�U�\
�H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���Y�H�U�V�H�V���������������I�X�U�Q�L�V�K���D�Q���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z�����7�K�X�V���W�K�H
�0�D�V�R�U�H�W�L�F���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���L�V���X�Q�M�X�V�W�L�À�H�G�����9�H�U�V�H�������R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���V�H�U�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K���Y���������D�V���D�Q���H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H���H�Q�F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q
�W�K�H���F�K�D�S�W�H�U��9

Some argue that taking the verses as the start of chapter four entails difficulty explaining Nebuchadnezzar’s
reference to “my god” and his polytheistic reference to “the spirits of the holy gods” in verse 8. We believe his
comments reflect the perspective he held prior to experiencing God’s judgment and subsequent restoration. See
commentary on Daniel 4:8.

It seems likely that after recovering from the lengthy and serious affliction related in this chapter, the king would
introduce his report with such statements of praise. 10

This chapter is unique in its composition. With the exception of a few verses, the chapter appears to have been
written in the first-person by Nebuchadnezzar with the unusual result that the direct testimony of a Gentile king
is incorporated within inspired Scripture. 11  Portions of the chapter where Nebuchadnezzar is identified using
third-person pronouns are probably told from the perspective of Daniel or reflect his editing of the king’s account
when compiling the chapter. 12  The style of the introductory declaration may indicate Nebuchadnezzar’s intention
that it serve as an official court record. 13

�,�W���L�V���M�X�V�W���V�X�F�K���D�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���D�V���Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���D���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���X�S���L�Q���L�G�R�O�D�W�U�\�����D�Q�G���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�L�Q�J���L�W���D�O�O���K�L�V
�O�L�I�H�����D�Q�G���\�H�W���V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\�����D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���P�D�Q�Q�H�U�����P�D�G�H���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���*�R�G�����Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R
�J�L�Y�H�����,�Q���D�Q���H�G�L�F�W���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���V�X�F�K���D���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����X�Q�G�H�U���V�X�F�K���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���L�I���W�K�H�U�H���V�K�R�X�O�G
�E�H���Q�R���E�H�W�U�D�\�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���D���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�S�H�U���R�I���S�D�J�D�Q���J�R�G�V�����Q�R�U���Z�R�X�O�G���L�W���E�H���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q���K�H
�G�L�V�F�O�R�V�H�G���K�L�V���G�U�H�D�P���W�R���' �D�Q�L�H�O�����D�V�N�L�Q�J���K�L�P���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���L�W�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H
�L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���D�E�R�Y�H�����K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���W�U�D�F�H���L�W���W�R���W�K�H���J�R�G�V���L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�����' �D�Q��������������Œ�����' �D�Q������������Œ�����������������,�W
�L�V���M�X�V�W���V�X�F�K���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�P�L�Q�J�O�L�Q�J���R�I���W�U�X�W�K���Z�L�W�K���I�D�O�V�H�K�R�R�G���D�V���Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���H�[�S�H�F�W���L�Q���D���P�L�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���S�D�J�D�Q�L�V�P�����D�Q�G
�\�H�W���W�K�L�V���L�V���D���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���Y�H�U�\���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���R�F�F�X�U���W�R���R�Q�H���Z�K�R���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���D���I�R�U�J�H�U�\�����R�U���Z�K�R
�H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U�H�G���W�R���G�U�D�Z���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���D���S�D�J�D�Q���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K���L�Q���V�X�F�K���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V��14

3.4.1.1 - Similar Historical Writings
Critics of the Bible, especially those who take the book of Daniel as a Maccabean-era production, often point to
similar historical writings in an attempt to explain Daniel’s account of Nebuchadnezzar’s malady found in
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chapter 4 as a secondary, distorted account of the true historical record. As we discussed in the introduction
concerning the Date and Authorship of the book of Daniel, we believe these conclusions are driven more by a
liberal, anti-supernatural bias than objective interpretation of the historical evidence. Among the related
historical writings we find:

Prayer of Nabonidus - The Prayer of Nabonidus is an Aramaic composition found among the DSS 15  that
relates an illness experienced by the last king of Babylon, Nabonidus (who was coregent with Belshazzar).
Liberal critics have held that the prayer (see Glossary) relates the original facts whereas the similar
account here in Daniel reflects a late-Maccabean distortion or the original. 16  Harrison treats the suggestion
that Daniel depends upon the Prayer of Nabonidus at some length 17  and concludes, “The present writer
would agree with Freedman that there is no connection between the ‘Prayer of Nabonidus’ and Daniel 4Œ .
. .” 18  As we have discussed elsewhere, we believe the book of Daniel was written well in advance of the
Maccabean era and that the opposite is true: the author of the Prayer of Nabonidus has confused the
affliction of Nebuchadnezzar, as related by Daniel, with a different Babylonian king: Nabonidus. 19  The
relationship of the prayer found at Qumran to the original account recorded by Daniel is unclear, yet
numerous similarities are apparent: both accounts 1) concern an illness; 20  2) afflicting a king of Babylon;
3) in punishment for sin; 4) lasting several years; 5) the king eventually recovered. 21  The prayer also
mentions elements from Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of Daniel 2: gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone, and clay. 22

Account of Berosus - Berosus was a Chaldean priest residing in Babylon at the time of Alexander the
Great. “Berosus wrote three books relative to the history of the Chaldeans, of which only some fragments
are preserved in Josephus and Eusebius. As a priest of Belus he possessed every advantage which could be
desired for obtaining a knowledge of the Chaldeans, and if his work had been preserved it would doubtless
be of great value.” 23  Portions of his work have been preserved in Josephus: “This is what Berosus relates .
. . concerning this king Nabuchodonosor . . . in his third book:—‘Nabuchodonosor, after he had begun to
build the forementioned wall, fell sick, and departed this life, when he had reigned forty-three years;
whereupon his son Evil-merodach obtained the kingdom.’ ” [emphasis added] 24  As Barnes explains, “It is
manifest that Berosus here refers to some sickness in the case of Nebuchadnezzar that was unusual, and
that probably preceded, for a considerable time, his death. This appears from the fact, that in the case of
the other monarchs whom he mentions in immediate connection with this narrative, no sickness is alluded
to as preceding their death. This is the case with respect to Neriglissar and Nabonnedus - successors of
Nebuchadnezzar. . . . There is no improbability in supposing, that what Berosus here calls ‘sickness’ is the
same which is referred to in the chapter before us. Berosus, himself a Chaldean, might not be desirous of
stating all the facts about a monarch of his own country so distinguished, and might not be willing to state
all that he knew about his being deprived of reason, and about the manner in which he was treated, and yet
what occurred to him was so remarkable, and was so well known, that there seemed to be a necessity of
alluding to it in some way; and this he did in the most general manner possible. If this were his object,
also, he would not be likely to mention the fact that he was restored again to the throne. He would
endeavor to make it appear as an ordinary event - a sickness which preceded death - as it ‘may’ have been
the fact that he never was wholly restored so far as to be in perfect health. . . . This statement of Berosus
accords, in respect to ‘time,’ remarkably with that in Daniel. Both accounts agree that the sickness
occurred after he had built Babylon, and toward the close of his reign.” 25  “It was only some three centuries
after the death of Nebuchadnezzar that a Babylonian priest named Berossus preserved a tradition stating
that Nebuchadnezzar was taken ill suddenly towards the end of his reign. As recorded in the writings of
Josephus, Berossus stated that, after a reign of forty-three years, Nebuchadnezzar became sick within a
very short time of commencing the construction of a certain wall, and subsequently died. Since sickness
prior to death was so common, then as now, there would seem to have been no point in recording the
matter had it not actually comprised a discrete way of referring to some embarrassing ailment that polite
persons refrained from mentioning.” 26

Account of Abydenus - Abydenus was a Greek who lived circa 268 B.C. and a student of Berosus
(above). He wrote, in Greek, an historical account of the Chaldeans, Babylonians, and Assyrians, only a
few fragments of which have been preserved by Eusebius, Cyrill, and Syncellus. 27  One fragment relates a
strange prediction made by Nebuchadnezzar while at his palace, after which he disappeared from public
view. As Eusebius records, “I found also the following statements concerning Nebuchadnezzar in the work
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of Abydenus Concerning the Assyrians: [ABYDENUS] ‘Now Megasthenes says that Nebuchadnezzar was
braver than Hercules, and made an expedition against Libya and Iberia, and, having subdued them, settled
a part of their inhabitants on the right shore of Pontus. And afterwards, the Chaldeans say, he went up to
his palace, and being possessed by some god or other uttered the following speech: O men of Babylon, I
Nebuchadnezzar here foretell to you the coming calamity, which neither Belus my ancestor, nor Queen
Beltis are able to persuade the Fates to avert. There will come a Persian mule, aided by the alliance of
your own deities, and will bring you into slavery. And the joint author of this will be a Mede, in whom the
Assyrians glory. O would that before he gave up my citizens some Charybdis or sea might swallow him up
utterly out of sight; or that, turning in other directions, he might be carried across the desert, where there
are neither cities nor foot of man, but where wild beasts have pasture and birds their haunts, that he might
wander alone among rocks and ravines; and that, before he took such thoughts into his mind, I myself had
found a better end. He after uttering this prediction had immediately disappeared, and his son Amil-
marudocus became king. But he was slain by his kinsman Iglisar, who left a son Labassoarask. And when
he died by a violent death, Nabannidochus, who was not at all related to him was appointed king. But after
the capture of Babylon, Cyrus presents him with the principality of Carmania.’ ” 28  An alternative
translation of the passage is found in Barnes. 29  The account of Abydenus shares some similarities with the
events of this chapter: both 1) concern King Nebuchadnezzar; 2) indicate a subsequent disappearance from
the public following a pronouncement made from atop the palace; 3) bear signs of a malady affecting his
mental faculties; and 4) mention wandering with beasts as a form of judgment. It seems that Abydenus is
relating a legend which may be reminiscent of events in this chapter. 30

As interesting as these related writings might be, there can be little doubt that Daniel—written well in advance of
the Maccabean era—is the basis of the related accounts. As Zöckler observes, the relationship between Daniel
and the Gentile king within this chapter is the complete opposite one would expect from an account written
during the Maccabean era.

�,�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���R�I���' �D�Q�L�H�O�³ �Z�K�H�U�H�����L�Q���W�K�H���W�K�H�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���V�W�D�W�H�����D�Q�G���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�W�L�V�W�V���R�I
�W�K�H���0�D�F�F�D�E�  �D�Q���S�H�U�L�R�G���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�V���I�R�U���*�R�G�����F�R�X�O�G���D���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�K�H�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���E�H
�I�R�X�Q�G�"���: �K�D�W���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���R�I���-�H�K�R�Y�D�K���L�Q���W�K�D�W���D�J�H���F�D�Q���E�H���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�����Z�K�R�����O�L�N�H���R�X�U���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�����D�Q�G���L�Q���D�Q�D�O�R�J�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H
�F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���F�D�S�W�D�L�Q���1�D�D�P�D�Q���������. �L�Q�J�V�����������������Z�R�X�O�G���T�X�L�H�W�O�\���V�R�M�R�X�U�Q���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W���D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D���K�H�D�W�K�H�Q���U�X�O�H�U�����Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���L�Q���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�����Z�D�U�Q�H�G���K�L�P���L�Q���O�R�Y�L�Q�J
�H�D�U�Q�H�V�W�Q�H�V�V�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���D�Q�G���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�G���K�L�P�����D�V���' �D�Q�L�H�O���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���G�L�G���L�Q���K�L�V���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�K�D�O�G�  �D�Q
�P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���R�X�U���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�"31

To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth

This chapter accurately records Nebuchadnezzar’s statements and concepts as they were incorporated by Daniel
into the inspired record. 32  As with similar passages within the Bible, we must take care to distinguish the
accurate record of what was said from the accuracy of the statements themselves when their source does not
speak by the Spirit of God. In this case, we have the accurate divine record of statements made by an uninspired
Gentile king.

�9�H�U�V�H�������R�Y�H�U�V�W�D�W�H�G���K�L�V���F�D�V�H�����E�X�W���L�I���V�R�P�H���S�R�H�W�L�F���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�����R�U���U�R�\�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�L�W�����L�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���D���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�O�\
�M�X�V�W�L�À�D�E�O�H���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�����L�I���Q�R�W���D���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H���R�Q�H�����3�O�H�D�V�H���Q�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���L�W�V���L�Q�D�F�F�X�U�D�F�\���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H
�6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�·�V���F�O�D�L�P���R�I���G�L�Y�L�Q�H���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D�O�O���G�H�W�D�L�O�V�³ �W�K�L�V���L�V���V�L�P�S�O�\���D���W�U�X�W�K�I�X�O���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V
�H�G�L�F�W�����D�Q�G���P�D�N�H�V���Q�R���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���R�Q���W�K�H���O�L�W�H�U�D�O���D�F�F�X�U�D�F�\���R�I���K�L�V���F�O�D�L�P�����&�O�H�D�U�O�\�����D���S�D�J�D�Q���N�L�Q�J���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���P�D�N�H���K�L�V
�H�G�L�F�W�V���X�Q�G�H�U���G�L�Y�L�Q�H���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q��33

Even though Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon did not hold sway over the entire globe, 34  God had unambiguously
given him such authority, “You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom,
power, strength, and glory; and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds
of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of
gold” [emphasis added] (Dan. 2:37-38Œ).

�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q�V�����R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�V�W���P�H�Q���R�I���D�O�O���W�L�P�H�����R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W
�D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���J�H�Q�L�X�V�H�V���R�I���D�O�O���W�L�P�H�����D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���O�H�G���W�K�H���D�U�P�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�D�O�G�H�D�Q�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���$�V�V�\�U�L�D�Q�V�����D�J�D�L�Q�V�W
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�W�K�H���(�J�\�S�W�L�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G���G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G���E�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���J�U�H�D�W���H�P�S�L�U�H�V�����Z�K�R���F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G���D���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D�O���H�P�S�L�U�H���W�K�D�W
�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�G���I�U�R�P���(�J�\�S�W���W�R���,�Q�G�L�D�����D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���W�K�D�W���Z�H���Q�R�Z���O�R�R�N���D�W���R�Q���D���P�D�S���W�K�D�W���L�V���V�R���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H
�I�R�F�X�V���L�Q�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�E�R�G�\���O�R�R�N�V���D�W���$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q�����,�U�D�T���D�Q�G���,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����Z�K�D�W���Z�H���X�V�H�G���W�R
�F�D�O�O���W�K�H���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���1�H�D�U���(�D�V�W�����D�O�O���R�I���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����+�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���N�L�Q�J��
�S�H�U�K�D�S�V�����R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�O�G��35

�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����À�U�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���*�H�Q�W�L�O�H���Z�R�U�O�G���N�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�H�Q�W�L�O�H�V�����/ �N�������������������5�H�Y��������������Œ��
�E�H�J�D�Q�����S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���V�Z�D�\���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���K�L�P�����' �D�Q������������Œ��������Œ�������D�V���D�O�V�R���G�L�G
�&�\�U�X�V�����(�]�U�D���������������7�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�L�G���Q�R�W���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�K�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���H�D�U�W�K���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�Z�D�\���L�V���W�U�X�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���P�L�J�K�W
�K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���V�R�����7�K�H���H�D�U�W�K���O�D�\���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���S�R�Z�H�U��36

�7�K�H���F�X�V�W�R�P���R�I���G�H�À�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�L�P�L�W�V���R�I���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U�V���R�I���(�O�D�P���Z�D�V���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���D�V
�H�D�U�O�\���D�V���W�K�H���7�K�L�U�G���' �\�Q�D�V�W�\���R�I���8�U�����%�D�F�N���L�Q���W�K�H���6�X�P�H�U�L�D�Q���S�H�U�L�R�G�����. �L�Q�J���$�P�D�U���(�Q�]�X���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�V���O�X�J�D�O
�G�X�E�G�D�O�L�P�P�X�E�D�N����� �́N�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���)�R�X�U���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�µ���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����L�Q���K�L�V���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V�����H�Y�H�Q
�W�K�R�X�J�K���K�L�V���H�P�S�L�U�H���Z�D�V���I�D�U���P�R�U�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�D�Q���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V��37

Like other powerful rulers of the ancient world who did not rule the entire globe, Nebuchadnezzar naturally
spoke as if he did. 38  See commentary on Daniel 2:38.

Some have questioned how Nebuchadnezzar could have remembered the various details of the edict that follows
—given the intervening period of his mental affliction. This is easily explained by the common practice of
governments to keep official records of court proceedings (Est. 6:1) in combination with the personal
remembrances and records of those, such as Daniel, who remained loyal to the king during his absence from
power. 39  Others find it strange this important edict is unknown from secular records outside the Bible, but this
expects too much of the fragmentary archaeological records from Daniel’s time.

�7�K�H���N�L�Q�J���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�R�R�N���D�O�O���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����E�\���W�K�H���H�G�L�F�W���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���N�Q�R�Z�Q��
�D�Q�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I���W�K�H�P�����+�R�Z���F�R�X�O�G���L�W���K�D�Y�H���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q
�O�R�V�W���L�I���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���W�K�X�V���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G�"���������������$�V���W�R���W�K�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���L�I���W�K�H���H�G�L�F�W���Z�D�V���S�U�R�P�X�O�J�D�W�H�G���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���O�L�N�H�O�\
�W�R���E�H���O�R�V�W�����R�U���W�K�H���P�H�P�R�U�\���R�I���L�W���I�D�G�H���D�Z�D�\�����L�W���L�V���V�X�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W���W�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�D�W���D�O�P�R�V�W��� �́D�O�O�µ���R�I���W�K�H���H�G�L�F�W�V�����W�K�H���O�D�Z�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�W�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�V�V�\�U�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���&�K�D�O�G�H�D�Q���S�U�L�Q�F�H�V���K�D�Y�H���S�H�U�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�\��
�D�Q�G���D�O�P�R�V�W���D�O�O���W�K�H���I�D�F�W�V���S�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���R�U���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�V���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q��
�,�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���I�H�Z���I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���Q�R�Z���K�D�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���H�Y�H�U
�F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G�����D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J���L�W�V�H�O�I���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���P�R�U�H���L�P�S�U�R�E�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�W��� �́W�K�L�V�µ���H�G�L�F�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���O�R�V�W���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\
�R�W�K�H�U�����R�U���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���N�H�S�W���E�\���D���+�H�E�U�H�Z���U�H�V�L�G�L�Q�J���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�P�����L�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q
�U�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�K�D�O�G�H�D�Q�V���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V��40

3.4.2 - Daniel 4:2  

I thought it good to declare

King Nebuchadnezzar was so convinced by the miraculous events recorded in this chapter, that he was
compelled to tell others what God had done. This is the natural response of those to whom God has revealed
Himself in a dramatic way, a grateful response accompanied by worship and service. The king’s declaration
would also encourage the Jews held captive in Babylon, “The captive Jews needed to know that even the
apparently limitless power of Nebuchadnezzar was under the control of the Lord God Almighty, who still cared
for them and had a great future for them in their land.” 41

The king’s declaration was addressed to “all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell on the earth” (Dan. 4:1Œ).
His pronouncement would serve as an evangelistic witness as it traveled throughout his realm and beyond.

�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���L�V���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���D���S�U�D�L�V�H���W�U�D�F�W�����W�K�D�W�·�V���Z�K�\���K�H���V�D�\�V����� �́1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�����X�Q�W�R���D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���µ���W�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q���R�I���D�Q���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�H�F�U�H�H�����6�R���L�W�·�V���D���Y�H�U�\���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q
�D�Q�G���V�K�R�Z�V���\�R�X���W�K�D�W���D�V���I�D�U���E�D�F�N���D�V�����V�D�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����������R�U�����������%�&�����L�Q���W�K�L�V���H�U�D�����W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���Z�R�U�O�G���K�D�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O��42
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�' �D�Q�L�H�O����Œ���L�V���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���R�I���K�L�V���V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�W�·�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���D�V���D���J�R�V�S�H�O���W�U�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���Z�H�Q�W���R�X�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K
�W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���H�D�U�W�K�����W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���H�P�S�L�U�H�����Q�R���R�Q�H���Z�D�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q���H�[�F�X�V�H���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�V�����,�W���Z�D�V���S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\
�S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���1�H�D�U���(�D�V�W���D�W���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H
�W�K�D�Q���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���W�R�G�D�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���L�P�S�H�U�L�D�O���G�H�F�U�H�H�V��43

This worshipful response by Nebuchadnezzar is in accord with Solomon’s prediction many years earlier that the
truth of God would be known to the Gentiles. 44

�0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�H�U�����Z�K�R���L�V���Q�R�W���R�I���<�R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���,�V�U�D�H�O�����E�X�W���K�D�V���F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P���D���I�D�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���I�R�U
�<�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H�·�V���V�D�N�H�����I�R�U���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���K�H�D�U���R�I���<�R�X�U���J�U�H�D�W���Q�D�P�H���D�Q�G���<�R�X�U���V�W�U�R�Q�J���K�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���<�R�X�U���R�X�W�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�G
�D�U�P�������Z�K�H�Q���K�H���F�R�P�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�D�\�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G���W�K�L�V���W�H�P�S�O�H�����K�H�D�U���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���<�R�X�U���G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�����D�Q�G���G�R���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R
�D�O�O���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�H�U���F�D�O�O�V���W�R���<�R�X�����W�K�D�W���D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K���P�D�\���N�Q�R�Z���<�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H���D�Q�G���I�H�D�U���<�R�X��
�D�V���G�R���<�R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���,�V�U�D�H�O�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���W�H�P�S�O�H���Z�K�L�F�K���,���K�D�Y�H���E�X�L�O�W���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���E�\���<�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H��
�����. �����������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

signs and wonders

Signs is from �- ����  [�=�Ã�%]: an Aramaic word similar to the Hebrew word �-�t��  [�=�¶�%] describing a non-verbal symbol
or act communicating or reminding the recipient of a truth or promise of God (e.g., Gen. 1:14; 9:12-17; 17:11).
Signs were often miraculous in nature so as to rivet the attention of their intended audience (e.g., Ex. 4:4-9, 30).
God used signs to communicate with a previous Gentile king: the Pharaoh of Egypt (Ex. 7:3; 8:23; 10:1-2).
Unlike Nebuchadnezzar, the Pharaoh hardened his heart and failed to respond to God’s truth (Ex. 7:13, 23; 8:15,
19, 32; 9:34). 45  Wonders is from �b���! �þ�s [�W�H�P�D�K]: an astonishing event, a miracle meant “to communicate to
someone.” 46

�7�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�O�D�P�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�P�S�X�J�Q�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�K�H�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���X�V�H�G���>�H���J����
� �́V�L�J�Q�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V�µ�@���L�V���R�X�W���R�I���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�X�W�K���R�I���D���S�D�J�D�Q���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����%�X�W���L�W���P�X�V�W���E�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���I�R�U
�P�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V���' �D�Q�L�H�O���Z�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�O�R�V�H�V�W���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�����D�V���D���P�D�Q���R�I���V�W�H�U�O�L�Q�J���I�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���S�U�D�\�H�U�����K�H
�K�D�G���H�[�H�U�W�H�G���O�D�U�J�H���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����D�V���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���H�S�L�V�R�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���R�I���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U����
�D�Q�G���' �D�Q�L�H�O�·�V���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�W���D�W�W�H�V�W��47

The signs and wonders included: the revelation and interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2; the
miraculous deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego from the fiery furnace in chapter 3, including the
appearance of a fourth individual within the furnace (Dan. 3:25Œ); the interpretation and subsequent fulfillment
of the dream recorded in this chapter, Nebuchadnezzar’s personal experience of madness and his subsequent
restoration to sanity; and the preservation of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule during his lengthy sickness. 48

Most High God

See commentary on Daniel 3:26.

3.4.3 - Daniel 4:3  

His signs

See commentary on Daniel 4:2.

His wonders

See commentary on Daniel 4:2.

His kingdom �L�V an everlasting kingdom
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This is one of numerous passages wherein Gentiles honor the God of the Jews during a time when the majority
in Israel are found walking in disobedience (1K. 7:9-12; 2K. 5:15; Mat. 8:8-12; Luke 7:6-9; 4:25-27; cf. Mal.
1:11-12). The words of Nebuchadnezzar are similar to that of the Jewish psalmist.

�$�O�O���<�R�X�U���Z�R�U�N�V���V�K�D�O�O���S�U�D�L�V�H���<�R�X�����2���/ �2�5�' �����$�Q�G���<�R�X�U���V�D�L�Q�W�V���V�K�D�O�O���E�O�H�V�V���<�R�X�����7�K�H�\���V�K�D�O�O���V�S�H�D�N���R�I���W�K�H���J�O�R�U�\���R�I
�<�R�X�U���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����$�Q�G���W�D�O�N���R�I���<�R�X�U���S�R�Z�H�U�����7�R���P�D�N�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���V�R�Q�V���R�I���P�H�Q���+�L�V���P�L�J�K�W�\���D�F�W�V�����$�Q�G���W�K�H
�J�O�R�U�L�R�X�V���P�D�M�H�V�W�\���R�I���+�L�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����<�R�X�U���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���L�V���D�Q���H�Y�H�U�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����$�Q�G���<�R�X�U���G�R�P�L�Q�L�R�Q���H�Q�G�X�U�H�V
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���D�O�O���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������3�V������������������������

Unlike the psalmist, Nebuchadnezzar’s understanding of the everlasting nature of God’s kingdom was primarily
understood from Daniel’s interpretation of his dream in chapter 2. 49

�<�R�X���Z�D�W�F�K�H�G���Z�K�L�O�H���D���V�W�R�Q�H���Z�D�V���F�X�W���R�X�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���K�D�Q�G�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�W�U�X�F�N���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���R�Q���L�W�V���I�H�H�W���R�I���L�U�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�O�D�\��
�D�Q�G���E�U�R�N�H���W�K�H�P���L�Q���S�L�H�F�H�V�����7�K�H�Q���W�K�H���L�U�R�Q�����W�K�H���F�O�D�\�����W�K�H���E�U�R�Q�]�H�����W�K�H���V�L�O�Y�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�O�G���Z�H�U�H���F�U�X�V�K�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��
�D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�P�H���O�L�N�H���F�K�D�I�I���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�X�P�P�H�U���W�K�U�H�V�K�L�Q�J���Á�R�R�U�V�����W�K�H���Z�L�Q�G���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���W�K�H�P���D�Z�D�\���V�R���W�K�D�W���Q�R���W�U�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�P
�Z�D�V���I�R�X�Q�G�����$�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���V�W�U�X�F�N���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���À�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���H�D�U�W�K�����������������$�Q�G
�L�Q���W�K�H���G�D�\�V���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���N�L�Q�J�V���W�K�H���* �R�G���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���Z�L�O�O���V�H�W���X�S���D���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�D�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G�����D�Q�G
�W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���V�K�D�O�O���Q�R�W���E�H���O�H�I�W���W�R���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�����L�W���V�K�D�O�O���E�U�H�D�N���L�Q���S�L�H�F�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H���D�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�V��
�D�Q�G���L�W���V�K�D�O�O���V�W�D�Q�G���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�����,�Q�D�V�P�X�F�K���D�V���\�R�X���V�D�Z���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�R�Q�H���Z�D�V���F�X�W���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���K�D�Q�G�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���E�U�R�N�H���L�Q���S�L�H�F�H�V���W�K�H���L�U�R�Q�����W�K�H���E�U�R�Q�]�H�����W�K�H���F�O�D�\�����W�K�H���V�L�O�Y�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�O�G���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���*�R�G���K�D�V���P�D�G�H
�N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���F�R�P�H���W�R���S�D�V�V���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�V�����7�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���L�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�����D�Q�G���L�W�V���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���V�X�U�H�������' �D�Q��
��������������Œ��������������Œ�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���D�I�À�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���*�R�G��� �́O�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�µ���D�Q�G���K�L�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���L�V��� �́H�W�H�U�Q�D�O�µ���D�Q�G��� �́I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�µ�����' �D�Q��
��������Œ�����U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H�V���D���W�K�H�P�H���I�U�R�P���F�K�D�S�W�H�U����Œ�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���I�R�X�U���Z�R�U�O�G���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�V���L�Q���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�U�H���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���E�\���W�K�H
�D�G�Y�H�Q�W���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���H�W�H�U�Q�D�O���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����' �D�Q������������������Œ�������7�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�H�P�H���L�V���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U����Œ�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\
�' �D�Q������������Œ��������Œ�������Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���K�R�Z���*�R�G�·�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���L�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���0�H�V�V�L�D�K�����W�K�H���R�Q�H��� �́O�L�N�H���D���6�R�Q���R�I���0�D�Q�µ
���' �D�Q������������Œ��50

Having experienced a severe debilitating mental affliction rendering the king unfit to rule, he would have a
heightened awareness of the temporal nature of his own rule.

�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�D�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�Q�J���*�R�G�·�V���U�X�O�H���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���R�Z�Q�����V�R���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���W�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P���K�L�P���E�\���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�����*�R�G���Z�D�V���Q�R�W
�V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���N�L�Q�G�����+�L�V���U�X�O�H���Z�D�V���V�W�D�E�O�H�����X�Q�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�����H�W�H�U�Q�D�O���������������1�R���D�V�V�D�V�V�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�U
�X�V�X�U�S�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�U�L�Q�J���D���K�D�O�W���W�R���L�W��51

�1�R���R�Q�H���L�V���V�R���P�L�J�K�W�\���W�K�D�W���K�H���F�D�Q���S�U�R�O�R�Q�J���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���U�H�L�J�Q�����D�Q�G���Q�R���R�Q�H���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���H�[�W�H�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H
�Q�H�[�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����(�D�U�W�K�O�\���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���P�L�J�K�W�\�����D�U�H���R�I���V�K�R�U�W���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���L�V���P�D�G�H
�X�S���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���R�I���D���J�U�H�D�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���V�X�F�K���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�P���H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�O�\���E�U�L�H�I�����D�Q�G���R�I���Y�H�U�\
�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�����7�K�H���V�F�H�S�W�H�U���I�D�O�O�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����Q�H�Y�H�U���W�R���E�H���U�H�V�X�P�H�G���E�\���K�L�P���D�J�D�L�Q�����D�Q�R�W�K�H�U
�J�U�D�V�S�V���L�W���W�R���U�H�W�D�L�Q���L�W���D�O�V�R���E�X�W���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���W�L�P�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���K�H���S�D�V�V�H�V���D�Z�D�\�����������������W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���V�F�H�S�W�H�U���K�D�V���O�R�Q�J���V�L�Q�F�H
�I�D�O�O�H�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�V���R�I���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�D�H�V�D�U�V�����\�H�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���*�R�G���Z�K�R���U�X�O�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���D�J�H���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���R�Q���W�K�H
�W�K�U�R�Q�H��52

Many take Nebuchadnezzar’s proclamation in this verse as evidence he became a believer as a result of the this
chapter’s events. For a discussion regarding whether Nebuchadnezzar was saved, see commentary on Daniel
4:37.

The eternal nature of God’s kingdom is a major theme of the book of Daniel. See The Eternal Kingdom of
Messiah. 53

dominion

Dominion is from �"���� �þ�� ���X [�#�R�O�#�Ã�Q], “the authority or power to rule,” 54  from whence we get sultan. 55
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3.4.4 - Daniel 4:4  

was at rest . . . and flourishing

At rest is �� ���� �þ�X [�#�H�O�Õ�K], “at ease, implying a carefree and light-hearted attitude.” 56  Flourishing is from �"���#�þ�%���+
[�U�D�>�Q�D�Q], “prosperous, . . . pertaining to thriving, with the focus on contentment and adequacy of life; this
adequacy implies a life of luxury, riches, good health or other such ideas.” 57

�7�K�H���D�G�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���"���#�þ�%���+���>�U�Ã�>�H�Q�Ã�Q�@����� �́Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J�µ�����+�$�/�2�7�������L�V���F�R�J�Q�D�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���+�H�E�U�H�Z���"���#���%���+���>�U�Ã�>�Å�Q�Ã�Q�@�����Z�K�L�F�K
�R�F�F�X�U�V���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���2�7���D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���D���Y�H�U�G�D�Q�W���W�U�H�H�����H���J�������' �H�X�������������������. ���������������������V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���D�V
�D���P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U���I�R�U���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����H���J�������3�V���������������������������������F�I�����+�R�V�������������������,�W���P�D�\���E�H���X�V�H�G���K�H�U�H���L�Q���D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���W�U�H�H���L�Q���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P��58

Peace is to be sought after as a precious commodity. 59  All the more so in view of the volatile military campaigns
marking the earlier parts of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. 60

Nebuchadnezzar lived hundreds of years too early to benefit from Jesus’ teaching concerning the temporal and
deceptive nature of a plentiful life engendering a belief in self-sufficiency and independence from God (Luke
12:15-22).

�$�Q�G���,���Z�L�O�O���V�D�\���W�R���P�\���V�R�X�O�����¶�6�R�X�O�����\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���P�D�Q�\���J�R�R�G�V���O�D�L�G���X�S���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V�����W�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���H�D�V�H�����H�D�W�����G�U�L�Q�N��
�D�Q�G���E�H���P�H�U�U�\���·���%�X�W���*�R�G���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�L�P�����¶�)�R�R�O�����7�K�L�V���Q�L�J�K�W���\�R�X�U���V�R�X�O���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���R�I���\�R�X�����W�K�H�Q���Z�K�R�V�H���Z�L�O�O
�W�K�R�V�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���E�H���Z�K�L�F�K���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�"�·���6�R���L�V���K�H���Z�K�R���O�D�\�V���X�S���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���I�R�U���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����D�Q�G���L�V���Q�R�W���U�L�F�K���W�R�Z�D�U�G
�*�R�G�������/ �X�N�H��������������������

By God’s grace, the king would experience a major disruption in his life designed to benefit his soul and bring
eternal peace, which only comes from being reconciled to God.

�7�K�H���. �L�Q�J���Z�D�V���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�W���U�H�V�W���I�U�R�P���Z�D�U���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���P�D�M�R�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�����E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���U�H�V�W���I�R�U���D
�S�H�U�V�R�Q���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�O�L�H�Q�D�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���6�D�Y�L�R�U���*�R�G�����7�K�H���/ �R�U�G���J�U�D�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�H�G���K�L�V���U�H�V�W���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�K�D�W
�K�H���P�L�J�K�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�U�X�H���U�H�V�W��61

�(�U�H���*�R�G���D�Z�D�N�H�Q�H�G���K�L�P�����K�H���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q��� �́D�W���U�H�V�W���L�Q���K�L�V���K�R�X�V�H�����D�Q�G���Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�L�V���S�D�O�D�F�H���µ���7�K�L�Q�N���R�I���W�K�D�W�����$�W
�U�H�V�W���D�Q�G���Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�O�H���V�W�L�O�O���L�Q���K�L�V���V�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���D���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���W�R���*�R�G�����$�K�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���G�H�F�H�L�W�I�X�O���U�H�V�W�����D���G�H�F�H�L�W�I�X�O
�S�H�D�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���O�X�O�O�V���P�D�Q�\���D���V�R�X�O���L�Q�W�R���D���I�D�O�V�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����7�R���E�H���X�Q�W�U�R�X�E�O�H�G���L�V���Q�R���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���V�D�I�H�W�\�����������������*�R�G���V�D�Z
�W�K�D�W���K�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�G�³ �K�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���E�H���D�Z�D�N�H�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���V�O�H�H�S���R�I���G�H�D�W�K�����,�W���Z�D�V���J�U�D�F�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�X�V
�H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�G���K�L�P�����$�Q�G���L�Q���V�R�P�H���Z�D�\���H�Y�H�U�\���V�R�X�O���W�K�D�W���L�V���V�D�Y�H�G���K�D�V���W�R���S�D�V�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�L�V���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���V�R�X�O���D�Q�[�L�H�W�\���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q��62

Nebuchadnezzar’s short-lived time of prosperity and peace reminds one of conditions immediately prior to the
arrival of the Day of the Lord.

�)�R�U���\�R�X���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���N�Q�R�Z���S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���V�R���F�R�P�H�V���D�V���D���W�K�L�H�I���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W�����)�R�U���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\
�V�D�\����� �́3�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�W�\���µ���W�K�H�Q���V�X�G�G�H�Q���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�P�H�V���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�P�����D�V���O�D�E�R�U���S�D�L�Q�V���X�S�R�Q���D���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�D�Q��
�$�Q�G���W�K�H�\���V�K�D�O�O���Q�R�W���H�V�F�D�S�H���������7�K����������������

in my house . . . in my palace ����

Nebuchadnezzar appeared to be enjoying a tranquil time, both professionally and personally. There were no
campaigns or insurrections requiring his attention.

�,�W���L�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�Z�R���Z�R�U�G�V���K�H�U�H�������K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���S�D�O�D�F�H�������P�D�\���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U
�����K�R�X�V�H�������P�R�U�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�R���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�������L�V���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���D���P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U�������S�D�O�D�F�H����
�W�R���W�K�R�V�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�R���U�H�V�L�G�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���S�D�O�D�F�H�����,�I���W�K�L�V���L�V���V�R�����W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���Z�R�X�O�G���P�H�D�Q
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�I�D�P�L�O�\�������H�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�O�D�F�H�������H�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�G
�F�K�D�U�J�H���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�I�I�D�L�U�V�����K�H���K�D�G���Q�R���F�D�X�V�H���R�I���X�Q�H�D�V�L�Q�H�V�V��64

� �́0�\���K�R�X�V�H���µ���L���H�������L�Q���W�K�H���D�E�R�G�H���R�I���S�H�D�F�H�����Q�R�W���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�H���Z�D�U�O�L�N�H���H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V��65

3.4.5 - Daniel 4:5  

a dream which made me afraid

Made me afraid is from �� ���� �þ�a [�G�H
Û�D�O], pael stem, to “cause terror.” 66  The same Aramaic word described the
awesome form of the image Nebuchadnezzar previously saw in chapter 2 (Dan. 2:31Œ). As in his previous dream
of chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar suspects the symbolism of the dream has negative implications. Even though
Nebuchadnezzar feared the dream, God had given it for his benefit.

�)�R�U���*�R�G���P�D�\���V�S�H�D�N���L�Q���R�Q�H���Z�D�\�����R�U���L�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����<�H�W���P�D�Q���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H���L�W�����,�Q���D���G�U�H�D�P�����L�Q���D���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H
�Q�L�J�K�W�����: �K�H�Q���G�H�H�S���V�O�H�H�S���I�D�O�O�V���X�S�R�Q���P�H�Q�����: �K�L�O�H���V�O�X�P�E�H�U�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���E�H�G�V�����7�K�H�Q���+�H���R�S�H�Q�V���W�K�H���H�D�U�V���R�I���P�H�Q��
�$�Q�G���V�H�D�O�V���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���W�X�U�Q���P�D�Q���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���G�H�H�G�����$�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�H�D�O���S�U�L�G�H���I�U�R�P���P�D�Q�����+�H���N�H�H�S�V���E�D�F�N
�K�L�V���V�R�X�O���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���3�L�W�����$�Q�G���K�L�V���O�L�I�H���I�U�R�P���S�H�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H���V�Z�R�U�G�������-�R�E��������������������

Scripture records numerous times when God uses dreams to warn individuals (often Gentiles):

Abimelech was warned he had taken Abraham’s wife (Gen. 20:3).
Upon Jacob’s departure, Laban was warned to speak neither good or bad (Gen. 31:34).
Pharaoh was warned of a coming time of famine (Gen. 41:1).
Nebuchadnezzar was warned concerning the temporary nature and sequence of Gentile powers (Dan.
2:28Œ). 67

Nebuchadnezzar was warned about his prideful rule and the impending judgment God would bring as a
result.
Pilate was warned, through his wife’s dream, that Jesus is just and should be dealt with carefully (Mat.
27:19).

the thoughts on my bed

Thoughts is from �+���� �þ�+����  [�K�D�U�K���U], a “mental image in a dream-like state, hence unreal thought . . . a fantasy.” 68

troubled me

Daniel will have a similar reaction following his vision of the sequence of beast kingdoms (Dan. 7:28Œ).

3.4.6 - Daniel 4:6  

issued a decree

This situation and decree are much like that of Daniel 2:2Œ and the reaction of Pharaoh to his troubling dream
(Gen. 41:7-8).

wise �P�H�Q

Wise men is �����! �� ���h����  [
Û�D�N�N�°�P�¬]. See commentary on Daniel 2:12.
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�&�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���W�L�P�H���K�D�G���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q���I�U�R�P���Z�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���Z�K�H�Q���K�H
�K�D�G���R�U�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���G�H�D�W�K���R�I���D�O�O�����' �X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�L�U�W�\���\�H�D�U�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���R�Q���P�D�Q�\
�W�L�P�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���K�D�G���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���W�R���K�L�V���V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q��69

the interpretation

Interpretation is �+���X�þ�n [�S�H�#�D�U]. See commentary on Daniel 2:4.

3.4.7 - Daniel 4:7  

magicians . . . astrologers . . . Chaldeans

See commentary on Daniel 1:20 and Daniel 2:2.

soothsayers

The Stone edition of the Tanakh identifies the advisors as “Necromancers . . . astrologers . . . Chaldean
[stargazers] and . . . demonists.” 70  See commentary on Daniel 2:27.

I told them the dream

Unlike chapter 2, where Nebuchadnezzar suspected the wise men of falsity, this time he tells them the dream. It
could be that Daniel’s actions in chapter 2 restored the kings confidence in the wise men so that he felt no need to
test them again. Steinmann suggests this may have been because the dream of this chapter was less frightening to
the king.

�1�R�W�H���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���W�R���K�L�V���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���L�Q���' �D�Q�L�H�O����Œ�����+�H�U�H���W�K�H���Y�H�U�E�V���V�L�J�Q�D�O���I�H�D�U�����Z�K�H�U�H�D�V���L�Q���' �D�Q����������Œ��

��Œ�����W�K�H���Y�H�U�E��� ���%�þ�n���>�S�H�>�D�P�@���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���F�R�Q�V�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���Q�R�W���I�H�D�U�����7�K�L�V���P�D�\���E�H���W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���Z�K�\���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�D�V�H���W�K�H
�N�L�Q�J���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���G�H�P�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���Z�L�V�H���P�H�Q���À�U�V�W���W�H�O�O���K�L�P���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���L�W�V���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�V���K�H���K�D�G
�G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���' �D�Q�L�H�O����Œ����71

they did not make known to me its interpretation

As with the previous dream, the various occult resources of Babylon did not provide an interpretation of the
dream. See commentary on Daniel 2:2.

The question has been asked, since Nebuchadnezzar had already revealed the contents of the dream itself, why
his advisors did not provide an interpretation? It is suggested they could have produced an errant interpretation—
but one they themselves believed—and Nebuchadnezzar would have been none the wiser. Perhaps they sensed
the negative implications for the king having heard Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s earlier dream.

�$�V���Q�R�W�H�G���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���G�U�H�D�P�����F�I�����' �D�Q����������Œ�������W�K�H�\���K�D�G���U�X�O�H���E�R�R�N�V���I�R�U���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���R�Q�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���L�W���Z�D�V������
���������6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\�����W�K�H���W�H�[�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���J�L�Y�H���L�W�����E�X�W���R�Q�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�L�G���Q�R�W���������������7�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q
�Z�K�\���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���Z�L�V�K�H�G���W�R���J�L�Y�H���L�W���Z�D�V���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P�����,�W���Z�D�V���D���G�U�H�D�P���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�W
�K�X�P�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�U�D�J�H�G�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�L�U���U�X�O�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���Y�H�U�\���O�L�N�H�O�\���D�O�V�R���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���V�L�P�S�O�\
�Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���F�R�Q�Y�H�\���W�K�L�V���N�L�Q�G���R�I���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U��72

�0�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���V�L�P�S�O�\���U�H�O�X�F�W�D�Q�W���W�R���Y�R�L�F�H���D�Q�\���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�G�Y�H�U�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���V�R���W�K�H�\���F�K�R�V�H���W�R
�U�H�P�D�L�Q���V�L�O�H�Q�W��73
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�W�D�N�H�Q���S�D�U�W��74
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3.4.8 - Daniel 4:8  

at last Daniel came

Various reasons have been suggested to explain why Daniel did not appear with the earlier wise men. 75

Calvin suggests the king preferred the Magi over Daniel, 76  but this seems unlikely given the loyalty inferred
from Daniel’s reluctance to deliver bad news to the king (Dan. 4:19Œ). Also, the Scriptural truths related within
the king’s decree suggest the king and Daniel had interaction beyond that recorded here.

Keil suggests the lengthy time period that transpired since Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s earlier
dream in chapter 2 was long enough Daniel’s abilities of interpretation had faded from the kings mind. 77  This
too seems unlikely because the vividness of the earlier dream, the intensity with which the king sought its
meaning, and his relief upon receiving Daniel’s interpretation would hardly have been forgotten.

Young suggests Daniel was not summoned by the king until last because the king was reluctant to hear Daniel’s
interpretation. The king appeared to realize the dream had negative connotations—similar to his earlier dream—
and may have feared Daniel’s interpretation would not be something he wanted to hear. 78

�,�W�·�V���Y�H�U�\���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�K�D�W���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���G�L�G�Q�·�W���Z�D�L�W���I�R�U���' �D�Q�L�H�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���K�D�G���D�Q���L�G�H�D�����E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V
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Others observe there is no indication of a separate summons for Daniel 81  and suggest his official station, as ruler
over the province of Babylon and chief administrator over the wise men (Dan. 2:24Œ), would necessitate
delegating routine court affairs to lower-level advisors, leaving him free to perform important duties. 82
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Perhaps Daniel perceived (or was informed by God) this particular dream of the king’s had divine significance.
As head of the wise men, he may have purposely arrived last, to demonstrate the inability of Babylonian occult
practitioners to obtain the true interpretation. 84
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his name �L�V Belteshazzar

See Meaning of Names.
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according to the name of my god
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Nebuchadnezzar’s reference to his pagan beliefs may simply reflect his viewpoint at the time of the events being
related—before his malady and restoration brought him to recognize the One True God of Scripture.
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Others interpret this reference to pagan beliefs as evidence the prologue of this chapter should be associated with
the close of chapter 3. See commentary on Daniel 4:1.

in him �L�V the Spirit of the Holy God

Spirit of the Holy God is �"�� ���X�� ���a���*���"�� ���� ���� �ÿ�� ���� ���c�+ [�U�½�D
Û�¦�=�Ý�O�Ã�K�°�Q���T�D�G�G�°�#�°�Q].

There is considerable discussion concerning whether this phrase should be translated in the singular as denoting
the One True God or as a plural referring to pagan deities.

We know the related term in biblical Hebrew, � �� ���� �~�ÿ��  [�=�Ý�O���K�°�P]—generally translated “God”—is plural in
form. This plural form has generally been understood as a plural denoting majesty. 90  Whether the term denotes
one or many in biblical Hebrew can generally be determined by the context and by observing whether an
associated verb is singular or plural in form, but this passage lacks a closely-associated verb to provide this
important clue. Perhaps the associated adjective provides a clue instead.
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The combination of the plural noun with plural adjective appears to favor understanding the phrase as a reference
to Nebuchadnezzar’s belief in a pantheon of pagan deities. On the other hand, Montgomery points to a passage in
biblical Hebrew containing a very similar phrase that is not polytheistic in meaning.

�7�K�H���O�D�V�W���Q�R�X�Q���L�V���X�Q�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H�G�����L�Q���W�K�H���D�E�V�����V�W�D�W�H�������D�Q�G���L�V���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K�����D�Q�G���D���O�L�W�H�U�D�O���U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�F�H���R�I
�*�H�Q�������������������Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���K�H�D�W�K�H�Q���3�K�D�U�D�R�K���F�D�O�O�V���-�R�V�H�S�K���¶�D���P�D�Q���L�Q���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���' �H�L�W�\���·���R�U���U�D�W�K�H�U���¶�D
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�G�L�Y�L�Q�H���V�S�L�U�L�W���·���+�H�U�H�����D�V���L�Q���*�H�Q�������W�K�H���S�O�����I�R�U���*�R�G�����"���� �� �� ���>�=�O�K�\�Q�@�����L�V���Q�R�W���������������D���S�R�O�\�W�K�H�L�V�W�L�F���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����L���H����

�¶�J�R�G�V���·���D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���������������W�K�H���$�U�D�P�����H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���R�I���-�+�: �+�·�V���H�S�L�W�K�H�W���L�Q���-�R�V������������������� �� ���X���� �*��� �� ���� �~�ÿ�� ���>�=�Ý�O���K�°�P
�T
Å���#�°�P�@��93

Although Montgomery’s appeal to Genesis 41:38 lacks the adjective, “holy,” the grammar of Joshua’s passage is
a close match to what we have here.

�%�X�W���-�R�V�K�X�D���V�D�L�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H����� �́<�R�X���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' �����I�R�U���+�H���L�V���D���K�R�O�\���*�R�G����� �� ���X���� �þ�*��� �� ���� �~�ÿ��
�>�=�Ý�O���K�°�P���T�H
Å���#�°�P�@�������+�H���L�V���D���M�H�D�O�R�X�V���*�R�G�����+�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���I�R�U�J�L�Y�H���\�R�X�U���W�U�D�Q�V�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���Q�R�U���\�R�X�U���V�L�Q�V���µ�����-�R�V����������������

In light of Nebuchadnezzar’s previous statement referring to Belteshazzar as “the name of my god,” it seems best
to understand the phrase as reflecting Nebuchadnezzar’s syncretistic beliefs at the time of the narrative: merging
aspects of his previous pagan beliefs with a growing understanding of Daniel’s One True God. 94

�7�K�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���¬�H�O�D�K�°�Q���T�D�G�G�L�V�K�°�Q���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���D�V���D���V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���J�R�R�G���+�H�E�U�H�Z���D�Q�D�O�R�J�L�H�V�����F�I��
�-�R�V�������������������%�X�W���L�W���L�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�H�U�P�V���X�V�H�G���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G��� �́K�R�O�\���J�R�G�V�µ�³ �S�O�X�U�D�O�����: �H
�I�D�Y�R�U���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�R���P�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�R�L�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�R�U�V�R�R�N���K�L�V���S�R�O�\�W�K�H�L�V�W�L�F
�Y�L�H�Z�S�R�L�Q�W��95

�7�K�H���Z�R�U�G��� �́V�S�L�U�L�W�µ���������������D�V���X�V�H�G���K�H�U�H���E�\���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q���R�I���S�D�J�D�Q���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����L�V���Q�R�W���D���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W�����E�X�W
�L�W���L�V���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�·�V���Z�D�\���R�I���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���' �D�Q�L�H�O���E�\���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�L�V���K�R�O�\���*�R�G���F�R�X�O�G���P�D�N�H���W�K�H
�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q��96

�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���V�S�H�D�N�V���R�I���W�K�H���K�R�O�\���J�R�G�V�����K�H���P�H�D�Q�V���E�\���W�K�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�K�H�����ñ�ë�ù�ø�î�ë�À�ö�ø�÷�ï�Ï
�>�D�J�D�W�K�R�G�D�L�P�R�Q�H�V�@���D�V���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���ô�ë�ô�ø�î�ë�À�ö�ø�÷�ï�Ï���>�N�D�N�R�G�D�L�P�R�Q�H�V�@�����X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���K�R�O�\���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���J�R�G�V��
�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���' �D�Q�L�H�O���R�Q���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W��97

Considering the factors above, the majority of translations take the phrase as a plural denoting pagan deities
(“spirit of the holy gods:” ESV, HCSB, KJV, NASU, NET, NIV84, TNK) rather than a reference to the One True
God (NKJV, LXX 98 ).

Regardless of whether Nebuchadnezzar’s concept of God at this time was accurately informed, he recalled
Daniel’s spiritual connection with God as revealed by his performance in chapter 2. Darius the Mede will also
recognize the “excellent spirit” within Daniel when he considers setting him over the realm (Dan. 6:3Œ).
Nebuchadnezzar’s and Darius’ assessment of Daniel is similar to Pharaoh’s assessment of Joseph (Gen. 41:38).

�7�K�H���R�Q�O�\���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�R���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���L�Q���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���L�V���-�R�V�H�S�K�����Z�K�R�P���3�K�D�U�D�R�K���V�D�\�V���L�V��� �́D���P�D�Q���L�Q���Z�K�R�P���L�V���D
�V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���J�R�G�V�µ�����������������*�H�Q���������������������7�K�D�W���' �D�Q�L�H�O���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�K�L�V���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W���V�L�J�Q�D�O�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���L�V���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���D���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���-�R�V�H�S�K���D�Q�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����%�R�W�K���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�R���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���O�D�Q�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H�L�U���Z�L�O�O�����%�R�W�K���Z�H�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H
�N�L�Q�J���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���D���G�U�H�D�P�����%�R�W�K���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���D�W���G�U�H�D�P���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�L�V�H���P�H�Q���I�D�L�O�H�G��
�%�R�W�K���V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���K�L�J�K���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���X�Q�G�H�U���S�D�J�D�Q���N�L�Q�J�V�����������������-�R�V�H�S�K���W�R�O�G���R�I��� �́V�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V�µ���R�I���O�R�Z���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�V���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�Q�H
���*�H�Q�H�V�L�V�������������' �D�Q�L�H�O���V�S�H�D�N�V���R�I��� �́V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V�µ���G�X�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���*�R�G���Z�L�O�O���M�X�G�J�H���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����' �D�Q������������Œ����99

See Joseph and Daniel.

Daniel’s reputation will be further enhanced by his interpretation of the dream in this chapter as well as his
probable role preserving the kingdom during the king’s sickness. The impact Daniel’s spirituality had upon
Nebuchadnezzar was significant in that he evidently shared it with the queen who subsequently related it to
Belteshazzar.

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���P�D�Q���L�Q���\�R�X�U���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���L�Q���Z�K�R�P���L�V���W�K�H���6�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���*�R�G�����$�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���G�D�\�V���R�I���\�R�X�U���I�D�W�K�H�U�����O�L�J�K�W
�D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�L�V�G�R�P�����O�L�N�H���W�K�H���Z�L�V�G�R�P���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�G�V�����Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���K�L�P�����D�Q�G���. �L�Q�J���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U
�\�R�X�U���I�D�W�K�H�U�³ �\�R�X�U���I�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�³ �P�D�G�H���K�L�P���F�K�L�H�I���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�J�L�F�L�D�Q�V�����D�V�W�U�R�O�R�J�H�U�V�����&�K�D�O�G�H�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G
�V�R�R�W�K�V�D�\�H�U�V�������' �D�Q������������Œ��
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Daniel’s stellar reputation was such that Ezekiel mentions him by name (Eze. 28:3). 100

�2�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�H���R�I���7�\�U�X�V����� �́%�H�K�R�O�G�����W�K�R�X���D�U�W���Z�L�V�H�U���W�K�D�Q���' �D�Q�L�H�O�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R
�V�H�F�U�H�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���K�L�G�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�H�µ�����(�]�H�����������������7�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�V���Z�R�U�N���K�D�U�G���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�����D�V���L�W
�F�R�Q�À�U�P�V���D���V�L�[�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���' �D�Q�L�H�O�����D�O�V�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���W�K�D�W���' �D�Q�L�H�O�·�V���I�D�P�H���K�D�G���V�S�U�H�D�G���I�D�U���D�Q�G���Z�L�G�H��101

Any believer who yields to the Spirit of the Living God dwelling within him 102  will gain the attention of others
due to his spiritual insight and understanding. 103

3.4.9 - Daniel 4:9  

Belteshazzar

See Meaning of Names.

chief of the magicians

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\���I�D�F�W���L�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�U�W�\���\�H�D�U�V���' �D�Q�L�H�O���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O��� �́F�K�L�H�I�µ���R�I���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�·�V���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�R�U�V
��� �́P�D�J�L�F�L�D�Q�V�µ�������Z�K�L�F�K���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���K�L�V���G�X�W�L�H�V���D�G�P�L�U�D�E�O�\��104

Spirit of the Holy God

See commentary regarding this phrase at Daniel 4:8.

no secret troubles you

Daniel’s ability to reveal secrets is mentioned in God’s criticism of the king of Tyre given through Ezekiel.

�6�R�Q���R�I���P�D�Q�����V�D�\���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�H���R�I���7�\�U�H�����¶�7�K�X�V���V�D�\�V���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���*�2�' ����� �́%�H�F�D�X�V�H���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W���L�V���O�L�I�W�H�G���X�S�����$�Q�G���\�R�X
�V�D�\�����¶�,���D�P���D���J�R�G�����,���V�L�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�D�W���R�I���J�R�G�V�����,�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�D�V���·���<�H�W���\�R�X���D�U�H���D���P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���Q�R�W���D���J�R�G�����7�K�R�X�J�K
�\�R�X���V�H�W���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W���D�V���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���D���J�R�G�����������������%�H�K�R�O�G�����\�R�X���D�U�H���Z�L�V�H�U���W�K�D�Q���' �D�Q�L�H�O�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���V�H�F�U�H�W���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q
�E�H���K�L�G�G�H�Q���I�U�R�P���\�R�X���������������µ���·�����(�]�H���������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

explain to me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and its interpretation ������

Explain to me the visions of my dream, �� ���! �þ�� ���� ���������þ������  [
Û�H�]�Z�¬��
Û�H�O�P�°] (“[the] appearance/apparition of [the] dream
of me”), has been variously interpreted. Some translators render this phrase as if the king is asking the vision
itself be revealed, along with its interpretation (KJV, 106  ESV, 107  NASU 108 ).

Because Nebuchadnezzar relates the dream in the very next verse, others understand the phrase in other ways:
“Here is my dream; interpret it for me” [emphasis added] (NIV84); 109  “Consider my dream that I saw and set
forth its interpretation” [emphasis added] (NET); 110  “Explain to me the visions of my vision which I saw, and its
interpretation” [emphasis added] (HCSB); 111  “Tell me the meaning of my dream vision that I have seen”
[emphasis added] (TNK). 112

The notes in the MT propose a variation to �������þ������  [
Û�H�]�Z�¬] of �� ���c���� ����  [�=�Å
Û�D�½�Õ�K], “declare” and list an alternate

reading as an interjection ����������  [
Û�Å�]�°], “lo.” 113

3.4.10 - Daniel 4:10  

A tree in the midst of the earth . . . its height was great
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Trees frequently appear as symbols within Scripture. The godly are compared to flourishing, fruitful trees (Ps.
1:3; Ps. 52:8; 92:13; Pr. 11:28; Hos. 14:5-7). The power of the wicked is said to spread itself like a tree (Ps.
37:35).

In this passage, the various aspects of the tree “represented [Nebuchadnezzar’s] exceedingly prosperous
condition, the height of his exaltation, the extent of his dominions and renown, the splendor of his kingdom, the
multitude of his subjects who received protection from him, and the peace and plenty they enjoyed.” 114  The
location of the tree, “in the midst of the earth,” indicated the central role Babylon occupied in the affairs of that
day. 115
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Ezekiel uses similar symbols in a riddle given to the house of Israel (Eze. 17:1-10) wherein an eagle,
symbolizing Nebuchadnezzar (Eze. 17:12), crops a branch from a cedar in Lebanon, symbolizing Israel’s
leadership (Eze. 17:12), and plants it by abundant waters (deported to Babylon) where it prospered. Thereafter,
the newly-planted branch bends toward another eagle, symbolizing Pharaoh of Egypt (Eze. 17:15), but God
indicates the new planting will wither for its actions (Eze. 1:10): Israel’s last king, Zedekiah, would be taken
captive to Babylon (Eze. 17:20-21) where he subsequently died (see King #1 - Zedekiah (Mattaniah), Jer. 52:9-
11). Ezekiel then relates that God will take a branch from the high cedar and plant it “on the mountain height of
Israel” where it will become a majestic cedar, providing shade and a dwelling place for birds of every sort (Eze.
17:23). This appears to be a prediction of Israel’s future restoration in the Millennial Kingdom—at the time of
the final stone kingdom within Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2. 117
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As in this passage, a government is symbolized by a tree. The spreading of the tree—its extent—denotes its
influence. As the branches extend, the shadow projected by the tree represents the protection afforded to the
birds (people) beneath it. The height of the tree represents the power and strength of the government (Amos 2:9).

In another passage, Ezekiel warns Pharoah by using comparable symbols to relate the pride and fall of Assyria
(to Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon). 118
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�E�\���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�V���P�D�\���H�Y�H�U���D�J�D�L�Q���H�[�D�O�W���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�L�J�K�W�����Q�R�U���V�H�W���W�K�H�L�U���W�R�S�V���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���W�K�L�F�N���E�R�X�J�K�V��
�W�K�D�W���Q�R���W�U�H�H���Z�K�L�F�K���G�U�L�Q�N�V���Z�D�W�H�U���P�D�\���H�Y�H�U���E�H���K�L�J�K���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���U�H�D�F�K���X�S���W�R���W�K�H�P�����)�R�U���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���D�O�O���E�H�H�Q
�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���W�R���G�H�D�W�K�����7�R���W�K�H���G�H�S�W�K�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���P�H�Q���Z�K�R���J�R���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���3�L�W���·���µ�����(�]�H��
�������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

Ironically, much of the symbolism describing Assyria’s downfall at the hand of Babylon reappears in this dream,
warning of a similar personal fate that awaits Nebuchadnezzar in his pride.

Speaking through the prophet Isaiah, God uses trees as symbols representing the lofty pride of man which will be
brought low in the day of the Lord.

�)�R�U���W�K�H���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' ���R�I���K�R�V�W�V���6�K�D�O�O���F�R�P�H���X�S�R�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���S�U�R�X�G���D�Q�G���O�R�I�W�\�����8�S�R�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���O�L�I�W�H�G���X�S
�³ �$�Q�G���L�W���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���O�R�Z�³ �8�S�R�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���F�H�G�D�U�V���R�I���/ �H�E�D�Q�R�Q���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���K�L�J�K���D�Q�G���O�L�I�W�H�G���X�S�����$�Q�G���X�S�R�Q
�D�O�O���W�K�H���R�D�N�V���R�I���%�D�V�K�D�Q�����8�S�R�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���K�L�J�K���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�����$�Q�G���X�S�R�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���K�L�O�O�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���O�L�I�W�H�G���X�S�����8�S�R�Q���H�Y�H�U�\
�K�L�J�K���W�R�Z�H�U�����$�Q�G���X�S�R�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���I�R�U�W�L�À�H�G���Z�D�O�O�����8�S�R�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���V�K�L�S�V���R�I���7�D�U�V�K�L�V�K�����$�Q�G���X�S�R�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���V�O�R�R�S�V��
�7�K�H���O�R�I�W�L�Q�H�V�V���R�I���P�D�Q���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���E�R�Z�H�G���G�R�Z�Q�����$�Q�G���W�K�H���K�D�X�J�K�W�L�Q�H�V�V���R�I���P�H�Q���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���O�R�Z�����7�K�H
�/�2�5�' ���D�O�R�Q�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�D�O�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�D�W���G�D�\�������,�V�D�����������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

The judgment of Nebuchadnezzar’s pride in this chapter foreshadows the general judgment of man’s pride at the
time of the end. See Foreshadowing the Great Tribulation.

Jesus draws upon symbols from such Old Testament passages in his parables concerning the kingdom of God
(“kingdom of heaven” in Matthew) and the shelter provided by its branches.

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���+�H���S�X�W���I�R�U�W�K���W�R���W�K�H�P�����V�D�\�L�Q�J����� �́7�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���L�V���O�L�N�H���D���P�X�V�W�D�U�G���V�H�H�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���D���P�D�Q
�W�R�R�N���D�Q�G���V�R�Z�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���À�H�O�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�G�H�H�G���L�V���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���R�I���D�O�O���W�K�H���V�H�H�G�V�����E�X�W���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���L�V���J�U�R�Z�Q���L�W���L�V���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q
�W�K�H���K�H�U�E�V���D�Q�G���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���D���W�U�H�H�����V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���E�L�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�L�U���F�R�P�H���D�Q�G���Q�H�V�W���L�Q���L�W�V���E�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V�������0�D�W����������������������
�>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�7�K�H�Q���+�H���V�D�L�G����� �́: �K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���*�R�G���O�L�N�H�"���$�Q�G���W�R���Z�K�D�W���V�K�D�O�O���,���F�R�P�S�D�U�H���L�W�"���,�W���L�V���O�L�N�H���D���P�X�V�W�D�U�G���V�H�H�G��
�Z�K�L�F�K���D���P�D�Q���W�R�R�N���D�Q�G���S�X�W���L�Q���K�L�V���J�D�U�G�H�Q�����D�Q�G���L�W���J�U�H�Z���D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���O�D�U�J�H���W�U�H�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�L�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�L�U
�Q�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���L�W�V���E�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V���µ�����/ �X�N�H�����������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�7�K�H�Q���+�H���V�D�L�G����� �́7�R���Z�K�D�W���V�K�D�O�O���Z�H���O�L�N�H�Q���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���*�R�G�"���2�U���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�D�W���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���V�K�D�O�O���Z�H���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���L�W�"���,�W���L�V
�O�L�N�H���D���P�X�V�W�D�U�G���V�H�H�G���Z�K�L�F�K�����Z�K�H�Q���L�W���L�V���V�R�Z�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����L�V���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���V�H�H�G�V���R�Q���H�D�U�W�K�����E�X�W���Z�K�H�Q���L�W
�L�V���V�R�Z�Q�����L�W���J�U�R�Z�V���X�S���D�Q�G���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�O�O���K�H�U�E�V�����D�Q�G���V�K�R�R�W�V���R�X�W���O�D�U�J�H���E�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V�����V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���E�L�U�G�V
�R�I���W�K�H���D�L�U���P�D�\���Q�H�V�W���X�Q�G�H�U���L�W�V���V�K�D�G�H���µ�����0�D�U�N���������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

3.4.11 - Daniel 4:11  

Its height reached to the heavens . . . could be seen to the ends of all the earth ������

�7�R���' �D�Q�L�H�O�·�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���-�X�G�H�D�Q���H�[�L�O�H�V�����W�K�L�V���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q
�D�Q�G���L�W�V���K�X�E�U�L�V�����V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�L�V���L�V���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���W�R���W�K�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�R�Z�H�U���R�I���%�D�E�H�O�����*�H�Q����������������120

�+�L�J�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\���R�Q���H�D�U�W�K�����H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���R�I���K�L�V���G�R�P�L�Q�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U���D�O�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����R�U���R�I���K�L�V
�D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�H�L�W�\���L�W�V�H�O�I�����D�Q�G���V�R���6�D�D�G�L�D�K���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�V���L�W���E�\���,�V�D������������������� �́,���Z�L�O�O���D�V�F�H�Q�G���D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���K�H�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���W�K�H
�F�O�R�X�G�V���H�W�F���µ121

See commentary on Daniel 4:10.
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Nebuchadnezzar Dreams

������

3.4.12 - Daniel 4:12  

Its fruit abundant, and in it �Z�D�V food
for all

The beasts and birds found both
protection and provision from the
tree. 123  In its ability to provide
provision, the tree imitates the ultimate
tree: the Tree of Life.

�,�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�G�O�H���R�I���L�W�V���V�W�U�H�H�W�����D�Q�G���R�Q
�H�L�W�K�H�U���V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U�����Z�D�V���W�K�H���W�U�H�H
�R�I���O�L�I�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���E�R�U�H���W�Z�H�O�Y�H���I�U�X�L�W�V��
�H�D�F�K���W�U�H�H���\�L�H�O�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���I�U�X�L�W���H�Y�H�U�\
�P�R�Q�W�K�����7�K�H���O�H�D�Y�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���Z�H�U�H
�I�R�U���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������5�H�Y��
��������Œ��

�7�K�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���L�Q���W�K�H
�F�L�W�\���R�I���*�R�G���L�Q���5�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�����������������5�H�Y������������Œ����������������
�%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���L�V���G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G���D�V���W�K�H��� �́F�R�V�P�L�F
�W�U�H�H�µ���R�I���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\�����\�H�W���L�W���L�V
�W�K�H���I�D�O�V�H���W�U�H�H���R�I���O�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�L�G�H�V���L�Q
�W�K�H���I�D�O�V�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���R�Q���H�D�U�W�K
�Z�K�R�V�H���E�X�L�O�G�H�U���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H�U���L�V
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����W�K�H���I�D�O�V�H���P�H�V�V�L�D�K�����%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���R�I�I�H�U�V���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���L�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���R�I�I�H�U���O�L�I�H���H�Y�H�U�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J��124

the beasts of the field found shade under it ������

Beasts frequently represent nation states within Scripture (Ps. 80:13; Isa. 30:6; 35:8-9; 56:9; Jer. 2:15; 4:7; 5:6;
8:17; 12:9-10; Eze. 34:25-30; 39:18; Dan. 7:3-7Œ; Hos. 13:7; Nah. 2:11-13; Zec. 11:3; Rev. 13:1-2Œ) and it seems
probable that such is the case here, 126  even though Nebuchadnezzar’s realm was previously said to extend over
literal beasts and birds in distinction from men.

�<�R�X�����2���N�L�Q�J�����D�U�H���D���N�L�Q�J���R�I���N�L�Q�J�V�����)�R�U���W�K�H���*�R�G���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���\�R�X���D���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����S�R�Z�H�U�����V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����D�Q�G
�J�O�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���P�H�Q���G�Z�H�O�O�����R�U���W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�L�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����+�H
�K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H�P���L�Q�W�R���\�R�X�U���K�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���\�R�X���U�X�O�H�U���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�P���D�O�O�³ �\�R�X���D�U�H���W�K�L�V���K�H�D�G���R�I���J�R�O�G�������' �D�Q��
��������������Œ�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�7�K�H���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�P�H���X�Q�G�H�U���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q���G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�U�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K
�L�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���V�K�H�O�W�H�U��127

�7�K�H���E�L�U�G�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�X�E�G�X�H�G���D�Q�G���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���X�Q�G�H�U
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\��128

The shade provided by the tree is an important element of the symbolism: in the Middle East shade provided
protection from sun’s heat (Job 7:2; Ps. 91:1; 121:5; Isa. 4:6; 25:4; 32:2; Lam. 4:20; Hos. 14:7; Jonah 4:5-6).
Shade also describes finding protection under the authority of a greater power (Gen. 19:8; Ps. 17:8; 36:7; 57:1;
63:7). The beasts found shelter in the tree’s shade while the birds found shelter among the branches. The most
important function of government may be in view: an antidote to anarchy.

�>�7�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���K�D�G���V�K�D�G�R�Z���X�Q�G�H�U���L�W�@���W�K�H���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���+�H�D�W�K�H�Q�L�V�K���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���X�Q�G�H�U���K�L�P�����D�Q�G
�H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���P�R�V�W���V�D�Y�D�J�H�����Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V���E�\���K�L�P�����V�R���S�U�L�Q�F�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D
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The divinely-appointed role of government is the enforcement of justice. After Noah and his family departed the
Ark, God instituted the death penalty for murder and placed responsibility for its enforcement squarely in man’s
hands (Gen. 9:5-6). Paul explained this timeless responsibility in his letter to the church at Rome.
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birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches

See commentary on Daniel 4:10.

3.4.13 - Daniel 4:13  

and there was a watcher, a holy one

Watcher is �+�����% [�>�°�U], “watcher, sentinel, one who is awake and so acts as a guard and protector . . .” 131  The term
can describe a being who is clever or intelligent. 132

The phrase translated by the NKJV as, a watcher, a holy one, is �X�� ���a���* �þ�����+�����% [�>�°�U���Z�H�T�D�G�G�°�#], which the KJV
translates as, a watcher and an holy one, giving rise to the belief by Clarke that two individuals are meant. 133
Against this view, we find the single decree (or sentence) of this chapter is issued by “the watchers” who are
described as “holy ones.” This is why most translations understand the phrase as describing a single individual
who is both watchful and holy (ESV, HCSB, NASU, NET, NIV84, NKJV, TNK). “A hendiadys for ‘a holy
watcher, a watcher who is holy.’ ” 134

The emphasis of the term watcher appears to be on powers of observation and wakefulness. “It is not a sentinel
that is thought of but one that does not sleep . . . a being called ‘a wakeful and holy one,’ �=�°�U���Z�H�T�D�G�G�¬�V�K, literally,
‘a wakeful one and holy.’ ” 135  The effectiveness of the watcher in his task is made possible by his lack of
dependence upon food and sleep.
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We know some of God’s heavenly servants have the ability to minister continuously without sleep. Consider the
four living creatures (���R�ë [�]���D]) attending God’s throne. 139
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In this aspect, the watcher has abilities similar to God, “Behold, He who keeps (from �+���! ���X [�#�Ã�P�D�U], “to guard,
watch over”) Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep” (Ps. 121:4).

Numerous passages within Scripture emphasize the watchfulness of both God and His servants as they guard and
participate in bringing to pass His declared will in history. 140
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�\�K�Z�K�@���¶�W�K�H���5�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���·���¶�W�R���J�L�Y�H���K�L�P���Q�R���U�H�V�W�·���������������7�K�H�U�H���P�D�\���L�Q�G�H�H�G���E�H���D�Q���L�P�S�O�L�H�G���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W
�W�R���W�K�L�V���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���3�V���������������D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���¶�+�H���W�K�D�W���N�H�H�S�H�W�K���,�V�U�D�H�O���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���V�O�X�P�E�H�U�V���Q�R�U���V�O�H�H�S�V���·141

Most probably, the watcher is an order of angelic being. Without need of sleep, he is able to watch continuously,
like the living creatures around God’s throne (Rev. 4:8Œ). Watchers are described as holy (Dan. 4:13Œ, 17Œ) as are
angels (Deu. 33:2; Dan. 8:13Œ). 142  The watcher appears to normally abide in heaven from which he came forth
(Dan. 4:13Œ). In Zechariah, watchful angels are described in very similar terms (Zec. 1:10-11). The word
watcher is used in later writings to designate angels. 143  Theodotion simply transliterates [the term phonetically]
as �ó�ú [�L�U], 144  but the OG translates the word as �� �ñ�ñ�ï�õ�ø�Ï [�D�Q�J�H�O�R�V], an angel, both here and in Dan. 4:23Œ—as
does the Stone edition of the Tanakh. 145  Another piece of evidence in favor of understanding watchers to be
angels is their influence over a political affair similar to angels elsewhere in the book.

�7�K�H���%�R�R�N���R�I���' �D�Q�L�H�O���U�H�Y�H�D�O�V���W�K�H���F�O�R�V�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H��� �́6�S�L�U�L�W���: �R�U�O�G���µ���,�Q���' �D�Q������������Œ���Z�H
�U�H�D�G���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�J�H�O���*�D�E�U�L�H�O���W�R���' �D�Q�L�H�O�����D�Q�G���L�Q���' �D�Q������������������Œ���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�O�\���E�H�L�Q�J�V�����,�Q���(�S�K��������������
�������Z�H���D�U�H���W�R�O�G���W�R���S�X�W���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H��� �́$�U�P�R�U���R�I���*�R�G���µ���I�R�U����� �́Z�H���Z�U�H�V�W�O�H���Q�R�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Á�H�V�K���D�Q�G���E�O�R�R�G�����H�D�U�W�K�O�\
�E�H�L�Q�J�V�������E�X�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���¶�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���·���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���¶�3�R�Z�H�U�V���·���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���¶�5�X�O�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���' �D�U�N�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���: �R�U�O�G���·
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���¶�6�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O���: �L�F�N�H�G�Q�H�V�V�·���L�Q���K�L�J�K�����K�H�D�Y�H�Q�O�\�����S�O�D�F�H�V���µ���7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�K�U�H�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V���V�S�R�N�H�Q���R�I���L�Q���W�K�H
�6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�V�����7�K�H���À�U�V�W���L�V���W�K�H���D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H���R�I���R�X�U���H�D�U�W�K�����W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���L�V���W�K�H���+�H�D�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���*�R�G���G�Z�H�O�O�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G
�L�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H��� �́3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���3�R�Z�H�U�V���R�I���(�Y�L�O���µ���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H��� �́. �L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���6�D�W�D�Q�µ
�G�Z�H�O�O�����6�D�W�D�Q���L�V���W�K�H��� �́3�5�,�1�&�(�µ���R�I���W�K�H��� �́3�R�Z�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�L�U���µ���D�Q�G���K�H���K�D�V���P�D�Q�\���V�X�E�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H
�G�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�G���W�R���G�R���K�L�V���R�E�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�N�����7�Z�R���R�I���W�K�H�P���D�U�H���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���E�\���' �D�Q�L�H�O�����W�K�H��� �́3�5�,�1�&�(���2�)���3�(�5�6�,�$�µ���D�Q�G
�W�K�H��� �́3�5�,�1�&�(���2�)���*�5�(�&�,�$���µ���' �D�Q��������������Œ��������Œ�����)�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���O�R�R�N���D�V���L�I���6�D�W�D�Q���K�D�G���D���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�G���3�U�L�Q�F�H
�I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���V�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���W�K�H�U�H�����6�R���J�U�H�D�W���D�Q�G���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���D�U�H���W�K�H�V�H���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���W�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U
�D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I��� �́0�,�&�+�$�(�/ �µ���W�K�H���$�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H�O�����W�K�H���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���L�Q���&�K�L�H�I���R�I���W�K�H��� �́$�U�P�L�H�V���R�I���+�H�D�Y�H�Q���µ���W�R
�R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H���W�K�H�P�����' �D�Q��������������Œ�����-�X�G�H�������������5�H�Y����������������Œ��146

Clough suggests watcher was a term familiar to Nebuchadnezzar which he naturally associated with the watchful
role of the heavenly being in his dream.
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Barnes suggests the term found its origin in Nebuchadnezzar’s familiarity with eastern beliefs.

�7�K�H���W�H�U�P��� �́Z�D�W�F�K�H�U�V���µ���D�V���D�S�S�O�L�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���F�H�O�H�V�W�L�D�O���E�H�L�Q�J�V�����L�V���R�I���(�D�V�W�H�U�Q���R�U�L�J�L�Q�����D�Q�G���Q�R�W���L�P�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Z�D�V���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G
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�Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����Z�H�O�O���H�Q�R�X�J�K���D�E�O�H���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�"���������������2�Q�H���V�X�F�K���D�V�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q���U�H�Y�H�D�O�L�Q�J���W�U�X�W�K���*�R�G���K�D�G���W�R
�U�H�V�R�U�W���W�R���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���H�U�U�R�U���E�\���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���K�D�G���Q�R���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���D�V���W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�\���H�[�L�V�W�H�G��
�: �H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���G�L�Y�L�Q�H���U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���G�U�H�D�P�V�����Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���U�H�V�R�U�W���W�R���V�X�F�K���G�R�X�E�W�I�X�O���H�[�S�H�G�L�H�Q�W�V���W�R
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���L�W�V���H�Q�G�V�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�X�F�K���D�V�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�D�W���*�R�G���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�Y�H�\���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���L�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�W���P�D�Q
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�U�X�W�K���D�V���U�H�D�G�L�O�\���D�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���H�U�U�R�U��149

Having appeared in Daniel, the term found subsequent use in various apocryphal writings and Jewish literature,
including the Genesis Apocryphon from Qumran. 150

coming down from heaven

The normal abode of the watcher was in heaven, from where his authority and that of the subsequent decree
originate (Dan. 4:17Œ cf. Dan. 4:26Œ) as well as the voice declaring Nebuchadnezzar’s judgment (Dan. 4:31Œ).
The watcher is likely among the many angels who comprise the “army of heaven” (Dan. 4:35Œ).

�7�K�H���/ �2�5�' ���K�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���+�L�V���W�K�U�R�Q�H���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����$�Q�G���+�L�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���U�X�O�H�V���R�Y�H�U���D�O�O�����%�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' �����\�R�X���+�L�V
�D�Q�J�H�O�V�����: �K�R���H�[�F�H�O���L�Q���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����Z�K�R���G�R���+�L�V���Z�R�U�G�����+�H�H�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�R�L�F�H���R�I���+�L�V���Z�R�U�G�����%�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' �����D�O�O���\�R�X
�+�L�V���K�R�V�W�V�����<�R�X���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V���R�I���+�L�V�����Z�K�R���G�R���+�L�V���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H�������3�V������������������������

3.4.14 - Daniel 4:14  

cried aloud

Aloud is from �� ��������  [
Û�D�\�L�O], with “a loud voice . . . forceful shout.” 151  The force of the cry underscores the
certainty and authority with which his commands are to be obeyed. The strength of the angel’s proclamation
recalls the manner Nebuchadnezzar’s government previously decreed worship of the idol erected on the plain of
Dura (Dan. 3:4Œ). Another angel will “cry mightily” at Babylon’s demise under God’s judgment at the end of the
age (Rev. 18:2Œ).

Chop down the tree

Chop down is �c�) ���o���* [�T�D�����L���½]: pael stem, 2�Q�G-person imperative verb, “You: chop [it] down!”
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“To whom . . . is this proclamation addressed? . . . Keil takes the verbs as impersonal. I am inclined to follow
Keil. The force of the verbs would then be best expressed in English by the passive, e.g., the tree shall be cut
down, etc.” 152

The tree, previously standing so high and influential, is to be brought down to the ground. As in many other
passages, this speaks of God’s judgment of the tree that failed to bear good fruit (Mat. 3:10; 7:17-20; 21:19-20;
Luke 3:9; 13:7-9) The tree is said to represent Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:22Œ) and, by extension, we take it to
represent the Babylonian kingdom he ruled.

�3�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���K�D�G���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���W�R���/ �H�E�D�Q�R�Q���W�R���Z�D�W�F�K���W�K�H���I�H�O�O�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���F�H�G�D�U�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H
�W�L�P�E�H�U���I�R�U���K�L�V���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���L�Q���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����6�R���K�H���K�D�G���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���I�H�O�O�L�Q�J���R�I���P�L�J�K�W�\���W�U�H�H�V��153

Goldingay sees typological similarities between this tree and the cross of Christ.

�,�W���Z�L�O�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���E�H���D���Y�H�U�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���W�U�H�H�����R�Q�H���Z�K�L�F�K���P�R�U�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���O�L�Q�N�V���H�D�U�W�K���D�Q�G���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V
�L�W�V�H�O�I�³ �R�U���U�D�W�K�H�U���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V���W�K�H���R�Q�H���L�W���E�H�D�U�V�³ �E�H�I�R�U�H���H�D�U�W�K���D�Q�G���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����D���W�U�H�H���Z�K�L�F�K�����P�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����D�O�V�R���K�D�V���W�R
�E�H�F�R�P�H���D���W�U�H�H���R�I���V�K�D�P�H�³ �E�X�W���Q�R�W���I�R�U���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���V�K�R�U�W�F�R�P�L�Q�J�V�³ �E�H�I�R�U�H���L�W���F�D�Q���E�H���D���W�U�H�H���R�I���J�O�R�U�\�����7�K�D�W���W�U�H�H���Z�L�O�O
�R�I�I�H�U���O�L�I�H�����V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���I�X�O�O�H�U���V�H�Q�V�H�V�³ �W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���I�X�O�O�H�U���V�H�Q�V�H���P�X�V�W���Q�R�W���H�[�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O
�V�H�Q�V�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���W�K�L�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�·�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�����D�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���*�R�G�·�V���R�Z�Q���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�����������������K�H�U�H���D���U�R�\�D�O���À�J�X�U�H���L�V���W�D�N�H�Q
�I�U�R�P���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�U�G���R�I���D�O�O���D�Q�G���V�R�X�U�F�H���R�I���O�L�I�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���W�R���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���R�I���D�O�O�����X�Q�D�E�O�H���H�Y�H�Q���W�R���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���K�L�V���R�Z�Q
�O�L�I�H�������7�K�H���U�H�D�O���W�U�H�H���R�I���O�L�I�H���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�G�H�H�G���E�H�D�U���V�X�F�K���D���P�D�Q����154

Let the beasts get out from under it and the birds from its branches

The tree will no longer provide habitat for the beasts and birds (representing peoples, nations) that previously
benefited from its shelter. See commentary on Daniel 4:26.

3.4.15 - Daniel 4:15  

leave the stump and roots in the earth ������

The stump and roots is �� ���� �t�X �þ�+���X���+���p���% [�>�L�T�T�D�U���#�Ã�U�H�#�¶�K�°] denoting the stump (above ground) and root (below
ground), or the combination of terms can convey: “deepest root or possibly very deep root, i.e., the two
synonyms combine for emphasis or superlative.” 156

�7�K�H���Z�R�U�G���=�L�T�T�D�U���L�V���D���E�L�W���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�����6�R�P�H���D�V�V�L�J�Q���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J��� �́U�R�R�W�µ���W�R���L�W�����7�K�H�Q��� �́W�K�H���U�R�R�W���R�I���L�W�V���U�R�R�W�V���µ���E�\���D
�N�L�Q�G���R�I���V�X�S�H�U�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���W�D�S�U�R�R�W�����+�D�X�S�W�Z�X�U�]�H�O�����. �����: ���������7�K�D�W���V�H�H�P�V���D���E�L�W���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�����%�H�W�W�H�U���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H
�R�W�K�H�U���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J����� �́V�W�R�F�N�µ���R�I���L�W�V���U�R�R�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���P�H�D�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�P�S���Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���U�R�R�W�V�����V�R���/�X�W�K�H�U�������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���V�X�U�H�O�\
�F�O�H�D�U�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q��� �́W�K�H���V�W�X�P�S���R�I���K�L�V���U�R�R�W�V�µ�����$�����9������157

The NET Bible renders the phrase as “leave its taproot in the ground.” 158

The tree is never said to regain its previous status and influence, but it will not die completely. “The symbol of a
stump as hope for the future that remains despite divine judgment (Isa. 6:13; 11:1; Job 14:7).” 159  “�+���p���% [�>�L�T�T�Ã�U],

the still thrifty stump, like �- ���� ���%���!  [�P�Ã�>�H
½�H�%], Isa. 6:13, or �%�������  ̀[�J�H�]�Õ�>], Isa. 11:1; Job 14:8.” 160

�)�R�U���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���K�R�S�H���I�R�U���D���W�U�H�H�����,�I���L�W���L�V���F�X�W���G�R�Z�Q�����W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�L�O�O���V�S�U�R�X�W���D�J�D�L�Q�����$�Q�G���W�K�D�W���L�W�V���W�H�Q�G�H�U���V�K�R�R�W�V���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W
�F�H�D�V�H�����7�K�R�X�J�K���L�W�V���U�R�R�W���P�D�\���J�U�R�Z���R�O�G���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����$�Q�G���L�W�V���V�W�X�P�S���P�D�\���G�L�H���L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����<�H�W���D�W���W�K�H���V�F�H�Q�W���R�I
�Z�D�W�H�U���L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�X�G���$�Q�G���E�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U�W�K���E�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V���O�L�N�H���D���S�O�D�Q�W�������-�R�E����������������

See commentary on Daniel 4:26.

�%�R�X�Q�G with a band of iron and bronze
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Many suggestions have been made concerning the symbolism of this phrase:

�7�K�L�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���P�D�\���E�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���D�V���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�E�O�H���H�L�W�K�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���F�X�W���G�R�Z�Q���W�U�H�H�����R�U���W�R���W�K�H���K�X�P�E�O�H�G���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����,�I
�D�S�S�O�L�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���V�H�H�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���L�V�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�X�P�S���R�U���U�R�R�W���R�I���D���W�U�H�H�����G�H�H�P�H�G���V�R���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H��
�Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\���V�H�F�X�U�H�G���E�\���D�Q���H�Q�F�O�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���L�U�R�Q���R�U���E�U�D�V�V�����H�L�W�K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���D���K�R�R�S���S�O�D�F�H�G���U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�R�S
�R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�P�S�����W�R���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���L�W���I�U�R�P���E�H�L�Q�J���R�S�H�Q�H�G���R�U���F�U�D�F�N�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���K�H�D�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�X�Q�����V�R���D�V���W�R���D�G�P�L�W���P�R�L�V�W�X�U�H��
�Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���U�R�W���L�W�����R�U���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���U�R�R�W�V�����W�R���E�L�Q�G���L�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���J�U�R�Z���D�J�D�L�Q�����R�U���L�W���P�D�\
�U�H�I�H�U���W�R���D���U�D�L�O�L�Q�J���R�U���H�Q�F�O�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���L�U�R�Q���R�U���E�U�D�V�V�����W�R���N�H�H�S���L�W���I�U�R�P���E�H�L�Q�J���S�O�R�Z�H�G���R�U���G�X�J���X�S���D�V���Z�R�U�W�K�O�H�V�V�����,�Q���H�L�W�K�H�U
�F�D�V�H�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���J�X�D�U�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���D���W�U�H�H���V�R���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���P�L�J�K�W���V�S�U�L�Q�J���X�S���D�J�D�L�Q�����,�I���D�S�S�O�L�H�G���W�R���W�K�H
�P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�������D�Q���H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�R�W���L�Q�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H�������L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���V�H�H�P���W�R
�U�H�I�H�U���W�R���V�R�P�H���P�H�W�K�R�G���R�I���V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�\�D�O���P�D�Q�L�D�F���L�Q���E�R�Q�G�V���R�I���L�U�R�Q���D�Q�G���E�U�D�V�V�����D�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���K�L�V
�U�H�D�V�R�Q���P�L�J�K�W���V�W�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G�����R�U���Z�L�W�K���D���Y�L�H�Z���W�R���N�H�H�S���K�L�P���I�U�R�P���L�Q�Á�L�F�W�L�Q�J���I�D�W�D�O���L�Q�M�X�U�\���R�Q���K�L�P�V�H�O�I��161

�7�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���P�H�W�D�O���F�O�D�P�S���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���U�L�V�H���W�R���P�D�Q�\���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���P�R�V�W���F�R�P�P�R�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K
�V�L�Q�F�H���>�-�H�U�R�P�H�@���L�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���P�D�G�P�H�Q���D�U�H���E�R�X�Q�G���������������9�/ �H�Q�J�����S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�H���U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���L�G�H�D���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���E�R�Q�G���Z�D�V���W�R
�N�H�H�S���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���I�U�R�P���V�S�O�L�W�W�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�R�U�\���L�I���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���V�X�F�K���D���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�D�V
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���L�Q���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���D�U�E�R�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����3�U�L�Q�F�H���W�K�L�Q�N�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���À�J�X�U�H�V���L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���F�R�Q�À�Q�H�P�H�Q�W��
�2�W�K�H�U�V���À�Q�G���L�Q���L�W���D�Q���D�O�O�H�J�R�U�L�F�D�O���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�����������������,�W���L�V���E�H�V�W���W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z���5�D�V�K�L���������������W�R���W�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�V�P���W�K�D�W
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G��162

�6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�\���E�H���Q�R�W�H�G�����������������������D���À�J�X�U�H���R�I���V�S�H�H�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���F�U�X�V�K�L�Q�J
�V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���X�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���L�V���W�R���O�L�H���������������������W�K�H���E�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���W�R���E�H���S�O�D�F�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���N�H�H�S���L�W
�I�U�R�P���V�S�O�L�W�W�L�Q�J���������������������W�K�H���E�R�Q�G���R�I���G�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���R�Y�H�U�V�K�D�G�R�Z���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�·�V���V�S�L�U�L�W���������������������W�K�H���F�K�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K
�Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�G�P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���Z�R�Q�W���W�R���E�H���E�R�X�Q�G���������������������������������W�K�H���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���R�I���I�U�H�H���V�H�O�I���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���I�H�W�W�H�U
�R�I���P�D�G�Q�H�V�V���������������F�Y�����3�V���������������������-�R�E����������������������163

Some suggest Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction was such he required restraint so as to avoid harming others or, more
likely, himself. 164  In the same vein, Steinmann observes Daniel omits any explanation of the band in his
interpretation, suggesting Daniel did not want to explain the negative implication of this symbolism to the
king. 165  Others suggest the band represents a physical restraint consisting of a fence or railing to separate the
king from others during his malady. 166  Since the passage gives no indication the king became raving mad,
another suggestion understands the band as figurative of the loss of self-determination, a symbol of the madness
itself, with which the king will be “bound.” 167  Yet another view has the band denoting the preservation of the
stump: a representation of the promise Nebuchadnezzar would be restored. 168

Howe observes that the metals of the band match those representing two of the kingdoms in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream of chapter two.

�,�W���L�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�U�R�Q���D�Q�G���E�U�R�Q�]�H�����W�K�H���W�Z�R���P�H�W�D�O�V���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���D�Q�G���I�R�X�U�W�K���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�V�����D�U�H���X�V�H�G��
�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���I�D�O�O�V���W�R���W�K�H���0�H�G�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�H�U�V�L�D�Q�V�����%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���D�V���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�W�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���H�[�L�V�W�����D�Q�G���' �D�U�L�X�V
�W�K�H���0�H�G�H���L�V���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���U�X�O�H�U���R�I���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�R�Q�G���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���U�X�O�H���R�I���W�K�H
�*�U�H�H�N�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���5�R�P�D�Q�V�����%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���D�V���D���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���H�Q�W�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�H�D�W���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���V�K�L�I�W�V
�W�R�Z�D�U�G���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W�����7�K�L�V���E�D�Q�G���P�D�\���E�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�X�P�S���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���U�L�V�H���R�I
�W�K�H���E�U�R�Q�]�H���D�Q�G���L�U�R�Q���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�V��169

Let it be wet with the dew of heaven

Let it be wet is �%���_���� �þ�) ���� [�\�L���#�D�E�E�D�>], a third-person, masculine, singular verb that some translations render as
applying to Nebuchadnezzar rather than the stump: Let �K�L�P be wet (ESV, NASU, NIV84, HCSB, TNK).
Whether this verb applies to the stump (impersonal) or the man (personal), in the next phrase the emphasis has
definitely shifted to Nebuchadnezzar himself—whom the tree/stump represents. Barnes suggests the figure of
dew falling upon the stump represents the ongoing watering of the tap root 170  to preserve it for subsequent
restoration. 171  More likely, the subject having changed from the figure of a stump to the man himself, and in light
of the following phrase, the wetting with dew conveys Nebuchadnezzar’s insensitivity during his malady.
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�R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���I�R�U���U�H�F�R�U�G�����%�X�W���W�K�L�V���P�D�Q���V�K�D�O�O���G�H�V�F�H�Q�G���W�R���V�X�F�K���D���E�U�X�W�L�V�K���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�H���V�K�D�O�O���Q�R�W���N�Q�R�Z���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R
�N�H�H�S���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Y�H�U���D�W���Q�L�J�K�W�����R�U���K�H���V�K�D�O�O���P�L�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W���G�H�Z�V���D�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���D�V���G�R���W�K�H���R�[�H�Q��172

The latter interpretation is supported by Daniel’s subsequent recollection of the case to Belshazzar.

�7�K�H�Q���K�H���Z�D�V���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�R�Q�V���R�I���P�H�Q�����K�L�V���K�H�D�U�W���Z�D�V���P�D�G�H���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�V�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H
�Z�L�O�G���G�R�Q�N�H�\�V�����7�K�H�\���I�H�G���K�L�P���Z�L�W�K���J�U�D�V�V���O�L�N�H���R�[�H�Q�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���E�R�G�\���Z�D�V���Z�H�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�H�Z���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����W�L�O�O���K�H
�N�Q�H�Z���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���0�R�V�W���+�L�J�K���*�R�G���U�X�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�Y�H�U���L�W���Z�K�R�P�H�Y�H�U���+�H���F�K�R�R�V�H�V��
���' �D�Q������������Œ�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�O�H�W him graze with the beasts

Let him graze is �b���* ���� ����  [
Û�Å�O�Ã�T�Õ�K], “to reside in a certain place or physical lot, with the focus on where he will
live . . . [or] behave, live (like), with the focus on the behavior that would be his lot in life.” 173  The idea is that
Nebuchadnezzar’s lot and activity during the period of his disorder will resemble that of the beasts: he will
‘become’ like a beast. “Let his portion be with the beasts,” 174  “let him share with the beasts,” 175  “let him live
with the animals,” 176  “share . . . with the animals.” 177

The message of the watcher now provides a partial interpretation: the tree represents a man.

See commentary on Daniel 4:16.

3.4.16 - Daniel 4:16  

Let his heart be changed from �W�K�D�W of a man

Let his heart is �b���� �þ�� ����  [�O�L
½
½�Õ�K], “the faculty of reasoning, thought, and understanding” 178  (Dan. 5:21Œ; Hos.
7:11).

�7�K�H���Z�R�U�G���I�R�U��� �́P�L�Q�G�µ���L�V���O�H
½�D
½�����O�L�W������� �́K�H�D�U�W���µ���D���W�H�U�P���W�K�D�W���L�Q���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�Q�H�U���V�H�O�I���D�V���W�K�H���V�H�D�W���R�I���P�R�U�D�O
�U�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����F�K�R�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�L�O�O�����D�Q�G���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���R�I���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�������,�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�K�H���P�H�Q�W�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���W�K�H
�I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V�����D�I�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���W�K�H���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�D�F�W�R�U�V���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�R���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V
�W�R���O�L�I�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V��179

let him be given the heart of a beast

Beast is �� ����������  [
Û�¬�Z�¤], the same word appearing throughout the Aramaic portions of Daniel for both real
quadraped animals (e.g., Dan. 2:38Œ) and animal-like composites appearing within revelatory visions (e.g., Dan.
7:3Œ, 5Œ, 6Œ, 7Œ), including the Antichrist (Dan. 7:11Œ). The LXX renders beast by �ù�ò�ú�À�ø�÷ [�W�K�Õ�U�L�R�Q]: the same
word describing the Antichrist and False Prophet in the book of Revelation (Rev. 13:4Œ, 11Œ).

Note the irony of the manner God will judge Nebuchadnezzar. Beasts were originally placed under
Nebuchadnezzar’s dominion (Dan. 2:38Œ). Now he would become like one of them.

�¶�,���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����W�K�H���P�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����E�\���0�\���J�U�H�D�W���S�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���E�\���0�\
�R�X�W�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�G���D�U�P�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���L�W���W�R���Z�K�R�P���L�W���V�H�H�P�H�G���S�U�R�S�H�U���W�R���0�H�����$�Q�G���Q�R�Z���,���K�D�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���O�D�Q�G�V
�L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���R�I���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����0�\���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���,���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R
�J�L�Y�H�Q���K�L�P���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���K�L�P�������-�H�U������������������

�+�D�Y�L�Q�J���S�R�U�W�U�D�\�H�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�V���V�X�S�H�U�K�X�P�D�Q�����' �D�Q��������������Œ������������Œ�������K�H���E�H�F�D�P�H���V�X�E�K�X�P�D�Q�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���V�H�W���X�S���K�L�V���R�Z�Q
�V�W�D�W�X�H���W�R���E�H���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�S�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���R�I���D���J�R�G�����K�H���I�R�U�I�H�L�W�H�G���O�L�I�H���D�V���>�P�D�Q���P�D�G�H���L�Q�@���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���R�I���*�R�G�����*�H�Q��
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Nebuchadnezzar, the Beast
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Not only would Nebuchadnezzar behave like
the beasts over which God had given him
dominion, he would lose the ability to
recognize and respond to God—the very
characteristic separating man from animal.
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The clear message of Scripture is this: in their attempt to rule independently of God, men resemble the very
beasts they were originally given dominion over.
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�G�H�V�S�L�V�H�G���+�L�V���P�H�U�F�\���D�Q�G���J�U�D�F�H�����U�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���+�L�V���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��186

Through this affliction, God intends: first, to reveal to Nebuchadnezzar the true nature of his prideful inner self;
and, second, to reveal to the world the beastly character of the godless dominions Babylon typifies. See Image of
God or Beast?

Various medical terms describe conditions similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction. 187
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Since Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction will cause him to graze with the beasts of the field (Dan. 4:23Œ) and eat grass
like oxen (Dan. 4:25Œ), the preferred medical term for his affliction would seem to be boanthropy (ox-like), not
lycanthropy (wolf-like). 193

Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction is similar to other cases in medical history.
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�F�L�W�H�V���D���Z�H�O�O�²�D�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G���F�D�V�H���R�I���D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�R���E�H���D���Z�R�O�I�����D�Q�G���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���W�R���D�F�W���O�L�N�H���R�Q�H�����D�V
�O�D�W�H���D�V�������������$���' ��198

Clarke suggests a similarity between Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction and the record of the demoniac in the gospels
(Mark 5:2-15; Luke 8:27-33), 199  but there is nothing in the description of Nebuchadnezzar’s illness to suggest
the involvement of demonic oppression or possession or that his behavior became violent as a result. Nor is there
evidence of exorcism in association with Nebuchadnezzar’s restoration (Dan. 4:34Œ).

In has been suggested the OT spelling of Nebuchadnezzar’s name, may allude to his affliction with animal-like
behavior. See commentary on Daniel 1:1. Various historical writings may bear witness to a recollection of
Nebuchadnezzar’s malady. See Similar Historical Writings.

We believe it is no accident God gives Nebuchadnezzar, as first ruler during the Times of the Gentiles, the heart
of a beast. Can anyone doubt God’s design when Scripture refers to the last ruler during the Times of the
Gentiles as the beast (Rev. 13:1-4Œ)? We observe numerous parallels between Nebuchadnezzar’s situation and
that of the Antichrist during the Tribulation.

Man and Beast - Both leaders combine attributes of man and beast. “Here is wisdom. Let him who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is six
hundred and sixty-six” [emphasis added] (Rev. 13:18Œ).
Delusion - Like those who will worship the Antichrist at the time of the end (2Th. 2:12), God afflicts
Nebuchadnezzar with a strong delusion. “Nebuchadnezzar’s madness symbolizes the peoples who will be
under the power of Antichrist during the Tribulation . . . God shall send them strong delusion . . . (2Th.
2:12).” 200  “The nations have been mad—as utterly bereft of all true reason as was the demented king of
Babylon. But the day is nearing when God, in His grace, is going to end all this, and deliver a groaning
world from the evils of selfish despotism and national jealousies. Christ’s personal return from heaven will
conclude the long period of Gentile misrule.” 201

Afflicted Seven Years - The duration of Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction matches the last week of Daniel’s
Seventy Weeks, the period of the Tribulation. “Nebuchadnezzar’s great humiliation in becoming a beast for
seven times (seven years), points us to the end of this Gentile age once more. Apostasy from God will be
the great characteristic of that end. There will be no more looking up to God, but the attitude of the beast
will be the attitude of the nations. We see much of this already. They mind earthly things and become the
‘earth-dwellers’ so frequently mentioned in the Book of Revelation. Madness and bestiality will seize
upon the Gentiles, after the One who hinders, the Holy Spirit is removed.” 202

Pride Overthrown - God judges the prideful boasting of both (Dan. 4:30Œ; 7:8Œ, 11Œ, 20Œ, 25Œ; Rev.
13:5Œ). “The major purpose of this chapter must definitely be kept in mind, the purpose indicated by our
caption ‘The Overthrow of the Pride of Worldly Empires.’ It is not so much the individual who is under
consideration, Nebuchadnezzar, the king, but this monarch in so far as he exemplifies the spirit of worldly
empires. Such pride is characteristic of empires and particularly of empire builders. But it is equally
reprehensible in all and doomed to an ultimate overthrow.” 203  “The contest between God and
Nebuchadnezzar is a broad illustration of God’s dealings with the entire human race and especially the
Gentile world in its creaturely pride and failure to recognize the sovereignty of God.” 204  “In
Nebuchadnezzar we see a picture of all Gentile power—its departure from God, its degradation and bestial
character, and its final subjugation to God in the Time of the End, when Christ shall return in glory, and all
nations shall prostrate themselves before Him, owning His righteous and benevolent sway.” 205  “One
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purpose of the Tribulation, which will immediately precede Christ’s second coming, will be to humble the
nations and bring them to the point of subjection to Christ’s authority.” 206  “what was then literally true of
him individually, became morally true of the Gentile powers as a whole. The character of the Gentiles all
through would be without intelligence of God and without subjection to Him.” 207

Divine Deliverance - “The beginning of Gentile empire is only the foreshadowing of what will be the
closing scene. For as there was then deliverance by divine power at the beginning, so there will be by and
by; and this specially found in connection with the faithful of Israel, the Jews. I do not mean, of course,
with the Jews in their present state; because now a Jew remaining such is an enemy of God. But this will
not always be the case. The time is coming when the seed of Abraham, without ceasing to be Jews, will be
converted to God and receive the Messiah, according to the prophetic word.” 208

See Foreshadowing the Great Tribulation.

seven times

Times is �"�����#���a���% [�>�L�G�G�Ã�Q�°�Q], “time, a period of time, as a definite unit: year (Holladay, KB, BDB, NAB,
Hermeneia (Collins)).” 209  The term appears with a definite number only here and in Dan. 4:20Œ, 22Œ, 29Œ (seven
times). It appears in a summation formula in Dan. 7:25Œ (time and times and half a time). Elsewhere, it denotes
time in general or a specific point in time (Dan. 2:8Œ, 9Œ, 21Œ; 3:5Œ, 15Œ). The LXX renders it as �����ü�����ô�ë�ó�ú�ø�e
[�K�H�S�W�D���N�D�L�U�R�L], seven seasons (indefinite periods), but the OG is more specific in its interpretation, �����ü�����!�ü�ò
[�K�H�S�W�D���H�W�Õ], seven years. 210

Various suggestions have been made concerning the time period indicated by the phrase seven times.

Some have looked for indirect confirmation of this period from the historical records of Nebuchadnezzar’s time,
but nothing definitive has come to light. 211  It is a well known practice of empires and their royal families to
suppress these sorts of potentially embarrassing episodes. 212

Among those who suggest the phrase may denote a period of less than seven years we find: Keil, who finds it
difficult to believe Nebuchadnezzar could regain his sanity after a period as long as seven years; 213  Payne, who
believes a seven year period of insanity cannot be reconciled with historical records (but see above); 214
Hippolytus, and Unger, who suggest the possibility that time refers to either a one-quarter or one-half year
period, with reference to the seasons. 215

Calvin suggests that seven times is to be understood symbolically, as denoting a sufficient enough time to punish
the king. 216  Similar to Calvin’s suggestion, Leupold views seven times as a general marker for a period of some
divine activity. 217  Zöckler takes seven times to denote seven years, but then explains years are not to be
understood literally. 218  Kelly suggests times may be symbolic: the period of Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction is meant
to represent a much longer period of beastly rule by the Gentile kingdoms of which he stands as head. 219
Steinmann finds the absence of the term year in Daniel’s interpretation as indicating the time period cannot be a
literal seven years.
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Various factors convince us the phrase seven times is best interpreted as a period of seven years.

Daniel 7 indicates the saints will be given into the hands of the little horn for time and times and half a
time: or a period of three-and-a-half times. This period is elsewhere described as half a week (of seven
years, Dan. 9:27Œ), forty-two months (Rev. 11:2Œ; 13:5Œ), and one thousand two hunded and sixty days
(Rev. 11:2Œ; 12:14Œ). 221

Although the duration of the term week in Daniel 9:27Œ has yet to be discussed (see commentary on Daniel
9:27), equivalent time indicators in the book of Revelation suggest time in the context of Daniel’s
prophetic revelation describes a period of one year. 222

The seven times are said to pass over Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:25Œ). If this is an oblique reference to
annual cycles based on the heavens (located over Nebuchadnezzar—see the reference to the dew of
heaven)—then the period could denote seven solar cycles, each lasting one year.
An affliction lasting seven years would enhance the typological fit between the period of
Nebuchadnezzar’s madness and its representation of the final week of global madness under the Antichrist
during the Tribulation (mentioned above).
A seven-year period provides ample time for the changes in the condition of Nebuchadnezzar’s hair and
nails (Dan. 4:33Œ).

The OG indicates the time period (twice) as being �!�ü�ò�������ü�¼ [�H�W�Õ���K�H�S�W�D] (years seven) 223

We are in agreement with numerous interpreters who conclude seven times denotes seven years, including:
Barnes, 224  Calvin, 225  Clarke, 226  Clough, 227  Combs, 228  Constable, 229  Darby, 230  Dean, 231  Fausset, 232  Gaebelein, 233
Gill, 234  Greene, 235  Hughes, 236  Ironside, 237  Jerome, 238  Josephus, 239  Larkin, 240  McGee, 241  Mills, 242
Montgomery, 243  Seiss, 244  Smith, 245  Walvoord, 246  and the NET Bible. 247

pass over him

Over him is �� ���� �t�� ���% [�>�Å�O�¶�K�°], from the Aramaic, �� ���% [�>�D�O], which can denote authority over. 248  The equivalent

Hebrew term, �� ���% [�>�D�O], can also refer to “a spatial position upon another object” 249  and could refer to an
astronomical cycle, such as the solar year, manifesting in the sky above. The LXX renders it as
�� �õ�õ�ë�ñ�¿�û�ø�÷�ü�ë�ó��� �� �I���ë�{�ü�Á�÷ [�K�D�O�O�D�J�Õ�V�R�Q�W�D�L���H�S���D�X�W�R�Q], changes upon him, where changes can denote “to
cause a difference by altering the nature or character of something.” 250  This provides additional support for
interpreting the period of Nebuchadnezzar’s malady as seven years as it may indicate seven annual cycles.

3.4.17 - Daniel 4:17  

This decision

Decision is �- ���+�����þ�� ���_ [�E�L
×�]�Õ�U�D�%], “an authoritative, announced unilateral decision.” 251

by the decree of the watchers . . . by the word of the holy ones

Decree is from � ���� �þ�- ���n [�S�L�%
×�Ã�P], “a formal decision.” 252

�$�V���I�D�U���D�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���� �! ���-�' ���>�S�l�%
×�P�=�@�����L�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G�����L�W���V�L�J�Q�L�À�H�V��� �́Z�R�U�G�µ���L�Q���&�K�D�O�G�H�H�����E�X�W���K�H�U�H���,���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\
�X�V�H�G���I�R�U��� �́H�G�L�F�W���µ���D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���R�I���(�V�W�K�H�U�����(�V�W�������������������������������' �D�Q�L�H�O���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H�P���V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�R���W�K�H���G�H�F�U�H�H��
�D�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V���X�V�H�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���G�H�P�D�Q�G�����$�Q�G���W�K�L�V���V�X�L�W�V���W�K�H���V�H�Q�V�H���Z�H�O�O���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���D�Q�J�H�O�V���X�U�J�H���*�R�G���E�\
�W�K�H�L�U���S�U�D�\�H�U�V���W�R���K�X�P�E�O�H���D�O�O���P�R�U�W�D�O�V���D�Q�G���W�R���H�[�D�O�W���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�O�R�Q�H�����������������K�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�J�H�O�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�O�O�\���V�H�H�N���I�U�R�P���*�R�G
�W�K�H���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���R�I���D�O�O���W�K�H���S�U�R�X�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���S�H�U�P�L�W���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�R���E�H���G�H�I�U�D�X�G�H�G���R�I���K�L�V���S�U�R�S�H�U���U�L�J�K�W�V��������������
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As servants of God’s will, the watchers declare and enforce the decree, but they themselves are not its ultimate
source. 254
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A similar concept is related by Isaiah.
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In the seventh chapter, Daniel sees a heavenly court seated upon multiple thrones making judgment. There are
multiple participants in the judgment, yet the final ruling is ultimately according to the will of the Ancient of
Days (Dan. 7:22Œ). Similarly, this decree announced by the watchers is the “decree of the Most High” (Dan.
4:24Œ). 257

In the phrase, the decree . . . the word, the terms decree and word appear to describe the same judgment.
Therefore, the watchers and the holy ones refer to one and the same group of angelic beings, who are both
watchful and holy in character. See commentary on Daniel 4:13.

that the living may know

When the judgment falls upon Nebuchadnezzar, it will demonstrate God’s ability to bring the predicted sentence.
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the Most High rules in the kingdom of men

Divine rule extends, not only over God’s kingdom in heaven, but over the ongoing reign of sinful men. Even
during the Times of the Gentiles, while no Jewish king sits upon David’s throne, God remains sovereign over the
affairs of all kings and nations (2K. 19:28; Ezra 6:22; 7:27; Job 12:23; Isa. 37:29; Eze. 38:4, 10; Dan. 2:21Œ, 37Œ;
4:31-32Œ; 5:21Œ; Rev. 17:17Œ).
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God’s control over kings is well-illustrated in an event closely associated with the book of Daniel: God
influences Cyrus to initiate laying the foundation for the Jewish temple (Isa. 44:28). Often, divine influence over
the affairs of kings (for the benefit of God’s people and plan) occurs without the direct knowledge of the ruler
(Isa. 45:4-5). Pilate, not knowing God’s divine purpose, mistakenly believed he controlled the fate of Jesus.
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See commentary on Daniel 2:21, Daniel 2:37, and Daniel 4:25.

Gives it to whomever He will

The sovereignty of God extends to every millimeter of the universe during every millisecond of history. “God is
in control of who is in control.” 258  God is not the author of evil. Neither can His ultimate intention be thwarted
through the imagined independence of sin. 259
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Wise rulers will recognize the power and authority they wield is not their own: they are mere stewards of an
authority granted by God.
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Evil rulers are no less subject to God’s ultimate control and purpose. Even the Pharaoh of Egypt, in hardening his
own heart, ultimately served the purpose of God. 261
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the lowest of men

Lowest is from �� ���' �þ�X [�#�H�S�l�D�O], “ones not of noble or royal class, implying a class of persons lacking resource.” 262
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In many historic situations, God has chosen to elevate the meek and humble to positions of authority and
influence (Luke 1:52; 1Cor. 1:27). Consider Joseph (Gen. 41:41-44), Mordecai (Est. 10:3), David (1S. 16:11; 2S.
7:8; 1Chr. 17:7; Ps. 78:70), 266  Daniel and his friends, and believers in Christ (Rom. 8:17; Rev. 2:26-27Œ). 267
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Rulers like Nebuchadnezzar, who ignore God’s sovereignty, are at risk of being deposed. “He breaks in pieces
mighty men without inquiry, And sets others in their place” (Job 34:24).

3.4.18 - Daniel 4:18  

Belteshazzar

See Meaning of Names.

all the wise �P�H�Q . . . are not able

See commentary on Daniel 4:7.

but you �D�U�H able

Having exhausted the resources of his wise men, Nebuchadnezzar recalls the similar situation of his previous
vision in chapter 2. During the training of Daniel and his companions, “God gave them knowledge and skill in
all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams” (Dan. 1:17Œ). These skills,
along with a prayer vigil to God, allowed Daniel to declare the interpretation of the previous dream.
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the Spirit of the Holy God �L�V in you ������

Spirit of the Holy God is �"�� ���X�� ���a���*���"�� ���� ���� �ÿ�� ���� ���c�+ [�U�½�D
Û�¦�=�Ý�O�Ã�K�°�Q���T�D�G�G�°�#�°�Q]. See commentary regarding this
phrase at Daniel 4:8.

Nebuchadnezzar understood the reason Daniel was able to interpret his previous dream: he was indwelt by the
Spirit of God Who revealed what no man could otherwise know.

�%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���*�R�G���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���Z�K�R���U�H�Y�H�D�O�V���V�H�F�U�H�W�V�����D�Q�G���+�H���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���. �L�Q�J���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�K�D�W
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���G�D�\�V�����<�R�X�U���G�U�H�D�P�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�G���X�S�R�Q���\�R�X�U���E�H�G�����Z�H�U�H���W�K�H�V�H�����������������' �D�Q��
��������Œ��

Accurate spiritual interpretation (and prediction) only occurs when the Spirit of God moves His chosen
instruments. “For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit” (2Pe. 1:21).
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3.4.19 - Daniel 4:19  

astonished for a time

Astonished is � ���! �t�s �þ�X����  [�H�#�W�¶�P�D�P] from � ���! �þ�X [�#�H�P�D�P], “be in a state of horror, with the focus on fear or

terror . . . the meaning of this verb is influenced by the pairing of the verb �� ���� �þ�_ [�E�H�K�D�O] (troubled) in the very
next phrase.” 270  OG renders astonished by �«�ø�ì�ò�ù�ï�e�Ï���ü�ú�Á�ö�ø�ý [�S�K�R�E�Õ�W�K�H�L�V���W�U�R�P�R�X], fear of trembling.

For a time is �� ���� ���� ���� ���%���X�þ�h [�N�H�#�Ã�>�¤��
Û�Å
Å�¤] one moment, “a brief, indefinite interval of time.” 271  Both LXX and
OG render it as �H�ú�ë�÷���ö�À�ë�÷ [�K���U�D�Q���P�L�D�Q], one hour.

�0�H�D�Q�V���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\��� �́D�E�R�X�W���D�Q���K�R�X�U���µ���E�X�W���E�\���V�\�Q�H�F�G�R�F�K�H���P�X�V�W���P�H�D�Q���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H��� �́T�X�L�W�H���D���W�L�P�H���µ���7�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H
�P�D�Q���R�I���*�R�G���V�W�D�Q�G���D�S�S�D�O�O�H�G���I�R�U���D�Q���K�R�X�U���L�V���S�U�H�S�R�V�W�H�U�R�X�V�����7�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���W�R��� �́I�R�U���D
�P�R�P�H�Q�W�µ���L�V���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H��272

his thoughts troubled him

Troubled is �b���k�	�� ���� ���� �þ�� [�\�H
½�D�K�Å�O�X�Q�Q�Õ�K], from �� ���� �þ�_ [�E�H�K�D�O], “frighten, trouble; in context to various degrees,
from alarm to terror.” 273

Daniel was deeply disturbed by the dream such that his concern was apparent to the king and he hesitated to give
the interpretation, even though he understood its meaning. “While the faithful are afraid though they feel God to
be propitious, yet the impious sleep in their security, and are unmoved and unterrified by any threats.” 274

Some suggest Daniel was fearful of reprisal by the king after explaining its negative implications. 275  Since we
know Daniel to be a man of prayer (Dan. 6:10-11Œ; 9:3-4Œ, 17Œ, 20-21Œ), he undoubtedly felt genuine concern
for Nebuchadnezzar and regularly interceded with God on his behalf. 276

Daniel was acquainted with the writings of Jeremiah (Dan. 9:2Œ) and would have followed God’s instructions to
the nation:

�7�K�X�V���V�D�\�V���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' ���R�I���K�R�V�W�V�����W�K�H���*�R�G���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�����W�R���D�O�O���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���D�Z�D�\���F�D�S�W�L�Y�H�����Z�K�R�P���,���K�D�Y�H���F�D�X�V�H�G
�W�R���E�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P���W�R���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����%�X�L�O�G���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���G�Z�H�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H�P�����S�O�D�Q�W���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�D�W���W�K�H�L�U
�I�U�X�L�W�����7�D�N�H���Z�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���E�H�J�H�W���V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���W�D�N�H���Z�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�V���W�R
�K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�V�����V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���E�H�D�U���V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���P�D�\���E�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�K�H�U�H�����D�Q�G���Q�R�W���G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G��
�$�Q�G���V�H�H�N���W�K�H���S�H�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���Z�K�H�U�H���,���K�D�Y�H���F�D�X�V�H�G���\�R�X���W�R���E�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���D�Z�D�\���F�D�S�W�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���S�U�D�\���W�R���W�K�H
�/ �2�5�' ���I�R�U���L�W�����I�R�U���L�Q���L�W�V���S�H�D�F�H���\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���S�H�D�F�H�������-�H�U���������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�*�R�G���K�D�G���G�H�D�Á�\���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���-�H�Z�V���W�K�L�V�����E�\���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���-�H�U�H�P�L�D�K�����3�U�D�\���\�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�R�X�V���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q��
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���\�R�X�U���S�H�D�F�H���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���L�Q���L�W�����-�H�U�������������������������������X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���S�U�H�G�L�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���3�U�R�S�K�H�W���K�D�G���H�O�D�S�V�H�G�����L�W���Z�D�V
�Q�R�W���O�D�Z�I�X�O���H�L�W�K�H�U���W�R���L�Q�G�X�O�J�H���L�Q���K�D�W�U�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�����R�U���W�R���L�Q�Y�R�N�H���*�R�G�·�V���Z�U�D�W�K���X�S�R�Q���K�L�P�����7�K�H�\���N�Q�H�Z���K�L�P���W�R
�E�H���W�K�H���H�[�H�F�X�W�R�U���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���M�X�V�W���Y�H�Q�J�H�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���W�R���E�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���O�D�Z�I�X�O���U�X�O�H�U��277

From his own experience and the predictions of Jeremiah, Daniel understood it was God Who had placed Israel
in captivity under the authority of Babylon. God had granted him and his companions favor, leading to their
advancement into important positions within the government as a means to ensure the safety of his countrymen
during the captivity. His thoughts were probably troubled out of personal concern for Nebuchadnezzar 278  as well
as a concern for the impact the predictions of the dream might have upon the Jews. After all, Israel was one of
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the “beasts of the field” who “found shade under” the tree of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule (Dan. 4:10Œ). Who could
say what evil might befall the Jews once the tree was chopped down? 279

�7�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W�V��� �́W�H�U�U�L�À�H�G�µ�����E�H�W�W�H�U����� �́D�O�D�U�P�H�G�µ�����' �D�Q�L�H�O�����Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�K�H�W���V�H�H�P�H�G
�J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�O�\���W�R���O�L�N�H���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�H���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K���E�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���W�K�L�V���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G
�R�Q���R�W�K�H�U�V�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�K�H���-�H�Z�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H�����1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\���K�D�G���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���-�H�Z�V���Z�H�O�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W
�P�R�V�W���R�I���K�L�V���U�H�L�J�Q�����,�I���K�H���Z�H�U�H���G�H�S�R�V�H�G�����W�K�H�U�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���Q�R���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���R�I���D���O�L�N�H���P�L�Q�G�H�G���U�X�O�H�U��280

�>�' �D�Q�L�H�O�@���V�H�H�V���Z�K�D�W���D���G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���F�U�L�V�L�V���W�K�L�V���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q��281

Walvoord suggests Daniel’s astonishment was, in part, due to the evidence God had heard his prayers on behalf
of the king and was drawing him to the truth.

�' �D�Q�L�H�O�����D���P�D�Q���R�I���S�U�D�\�H�U�����X�Q�G�R�X�E�W�H�G�O�\���S�U�D�\�H�G���I�R�U���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���D�Q�G���H�D�J�H�U�O�\���V�R�X�J�K�W���V�R�P�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I
�*�R�G�·�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�L�V���K�H�D�U�W�����: �K�L�O�H���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�������Z�D�V���Q�R�W���Z�K�D�W���' �D�Q�L�H�O���K�D�G
�D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�����W�K�H���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�G���' �D�Q�L�H�O�·�V���I�R�Q�G�H�V�W���K�R�S�H��282

On other occasions when Daniel received divine revelation, the experience proved troubling—even
overwhelming. Perhaps similar thoughts and feelings contributed to his reaction here.

�7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�����$�V���I�R�U���P�H�����' �D�Q�L�H�O�����P�\���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���J�U�H�D�W�O�\���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�G���P�H�����D�Q�G���P�\���F�R�X�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G�����E�X�W���,���N�H�S�W���W�K�H���P�D�W�W�H�U���L�Q���P�\���K�H�D�U�W�������' �D�Q������������Œ�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�$�Q�G���,�����' �D�Q�L�H�O�����I�D�L�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���V�L�F�N���I�R�U���G�D�\�V�����D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G���,���D�U�R�V�H���D�Q�G���Z�H�Q�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�·�V���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�����,���Z�D�V
�D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���Q�R���R�Q�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���L�W�������' �D�Q������������Œ�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�$�Q�G���V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\�����R�Q�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�L�N�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�R�Q�V���R�I���P�H�Q���W�R�X�F�K�H�G���P�\���O�L�S�V�����W�K�H�Q���,���R�S�H�Q�H�G���P�\���P�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G
�V�S�R�N�H�����V�D�\�L�Q�J���W�R���K�L�P���Z�K�R���V�W�R�R�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���P�H����� �́0�\���O�R�U�G�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���P�\���V�R�U�U�R�Z�V���K�D�Y�H���R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�H�G
�P�H�����D�Q�G���,���K�D�Y�H���U�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G���Q�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����)�R�U���K�R�Z���F�D�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���R�I���P�\���O�R�U�G���W�D�O�N���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�����P�\���O�R�U�G�"���$�V���I�R�U���P�H��
�Q�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���L�Q���P�H���Q�R�Z�����Q�R�U���L�V���D�Q�\���E�U�H�D�W�K���O�H�I�W���L�Q���P�H���µ�����' �D�Q��������������������Œ�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its interpretation trouble you

Perhaps the king thought back a number of years to the events of chapter 2 when the lives of Daniel, his
companions, and the wise men of Babylonian were at risk. The king had not threatened the wise men this time,
but he may have misinterpreted Daniel’s reaction as fear for his own life rather than disturbance over the dream’s
implications concerning the king. Or, he may have simply meant to encourage Daniel to feel comfortable in
giving the interpretation, no matter what it might imply: good or bad. Since the dream troubled the king himself
(Dan. 4:5Œ), Nebuchadnezzar must have expected the interpretation of the dream to include bad news.

My lord, �P�D�\ the dream concern those who hate you

Daniel begins his interpretation by preparing the king for the bad news to follow. “This kind of wish, used
elsewhere in the OT (1S. 25:26; 2S. 18:32), is a subtle signal that the dream does not bear good news for the
Babylonian ruler.” 283  This is not merely a formal response—an attempt to mitigate negative repercussions that
may come to Daniel for delivering the bad news to the king. Daniel is genuinely grieved on Nebuchadnezzar’s
behalf concerning the meaning of the dream. 284

�7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�V���R�I���*�R�G�����W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�\���R�I�W�H�Q���K�D�G���W�R���S�U�H�G�L�F�W���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H�\
�Z�H�U�H���Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���J�U�L�H�Y�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���D�Q�\���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���Z�H�U�H���F�K�D�V�W�L�V�H�G��285

�' �D�Q�L�H�O���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V���X�V���K�H�U�H���W�R���O�R�Q�J���I�R�U���*�R�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���Z�R�U�O�G���U�X�O�H�U�V�����V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���Z�L�F�N�H�G���R�Q�H�V��
�D�Q�G���K�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R���D�V�V�X�P�H���W�K�D�W���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���L�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H��286

�/ �H�W���X�V���O�H�D�U�Q�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����I�U�R�P���W�K�H���3�U�R�S�K�H�W�·�V���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�R���S�U�D�\���I�R�U���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���R�Q���R�X�U���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���Z�K�R���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R
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�E�H���R�X�U���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���*�R�G�·�V���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���I�R�U���Z�U�D�W�K�����D�V���3�D�X�O���D�G�P�R�Q�L�V�K�H�V���X�V�����E�X�W���I�R�U
�F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�·���V�D�N�H�������5�R�P�D�Q�V�����������������R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���U�H�E�H�O���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H�P�����E�X�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���*�R�G
�K�L�P�V�H�O�I��287

its interpretation concern your enemies

The phrase concern your enemies has been variously translated: to thine enemies (KJV); for your enemies (ESV,
HCSB); to your adversaries (NASU, NIV84); applied to your adversaries (NET); for your foes (TNK). Daniel
underlines the bad news to come: he would prefer that the dream’s interpretation applied to the king’s enemies
instead of the king. Some suggest Daniel meant the dream is to the advantage of the king’s enemies.

�,�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�O�\���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���R�X�W���E�\���. �O�L�H�I�R�W�K���W�K�D�W���D���P�R�U�H���S�U�R�S�H�U���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H����� �́7�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���L�V���I�R�U���W�K�\
�H�Q�H�P�L�H�V�����R�U���K�D�W�H�U�V�����µ���7�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���P�H�D�Q�����W�K�L�V���L�V���D���G�U�H�D�P���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���S�O�H�D�V�H���\�R�X�U���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V�����Z�K�D�W���L�W���S�R�U�W�H�Q�G�V���W�K�H�\
�Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�U�H�O�\���O�L�N�H���W�R���V�H�H���I�X�O�À�O�O�H�G���X�S�R�Q���\�R�X�����7�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���K�D�O�I���L�V���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���L�Q���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J����� �́L�W�V���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�\
�I�R�H�V���µ���7�R���F�D�W�F�K���W�K�L�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�P�D�U�N���R�I���' �D�Q�L�H�O���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�G���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���Z�R�U�G��� �́D
�G�U�H�D�P�µ���W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���L�V���X�V�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�D�W���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���L�Q���P�L�Q�G�����6�X�F�K���L�V���W�K�H���W�\�S�H���R�I���G�U�H�D�P
�\�R�X�U���D�G�Y�H�U�V�D�U�L�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�U�H�O�\���O�L�N�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�H���W�R���S�D�V�V��288

� �́0�\���O�R�U�G���µ���V�D�\�V���' �D�Q�L�H�O����� �́W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���L�V���W�R���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�W���K�D�W�H���W�K�H�H���µ���Z�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���K�H���P�H�D�Q���E�\���W�K�D�W�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�D�X�V�H�G���L�W�"
�1�R�����L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�D�P�D�L�F���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G��� �́W�R�µ���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�H�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���L�V��� �́W�R���W�K�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���µ���W�K�L�V���G�U�H�D�P���L�V���W�R���W�K�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H
�R�I���\�R�X�U���H�Q�H�P�\������������289

3.4.20 - Daniel 4:20  

The tree which you saw

See commentary on Daniel 4:10.

whose height reached to the heavens

See commentary on Daniel 4:10.

3.4.21 - Daniel 4:21  

its fruit abundant, in which �Z�D�V food for all

See commentary on Daniel 4:12.

under which the beasts of the field dwelt

Nebuchadnezzar’s vision from God is consistent with what God had revealed through Jeremiah: “And now I
have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and the beasts of
the field I have also given him to serve him” (Jer. 27:6). See commentary on Daniel 4:12.

in whose branches the birds of the heaven had their home

See commentary on Daniel 4:10.

3.4.22 - Daniel 4:22  

it �L�V you, O king
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A Tree with Food for All

������

As in Nebuchadnezzar’s earlier dream in the second chapter,
the king might have already suspected he was the tree since the
dream worried him (Dan. 2:3Œ). In both instances, Daniel
confirms the king’s suspicion that the dream concerns his own
fate.

�<�R�X�����2���N�L�Q�J�����D�U�H���D���N�L�Q�J���R�I���N�L�Q�J�V�����)�R�U���W�K�H���*�R�G���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���K�D�V
�J�L�Y�H�Q���\�R�X���D���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����S�R�Z�H�U�����V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����D�Q�G���J�O�R�U�\�����D�Q�G
�Z�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���P�H�Q���G�Z�H�O�O�����R�U���W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���À�H�O�G
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�L�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����+�H���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H�P���L�Q�W�R���\�R�X�U
�K�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���\�R�X���U�X�O�H�U���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�P���D�O�O�³ �\�R�X���D�U�H���W�K�L�V
�K�H�D�G���R�I���J�R�O�G�������' �D�Q������������������Œ��

reaches to the heavens ������

This statement has ominous overtones as it recalls the extent of
mankind’s pride leading to God’s judgment at the Tower of
Babel.

�$�Q�G���W�K�H�\���V�D�L�G����� �́&�R�P�H�����O�H�W���X�V���E�X�L�O�G���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D���F�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���D
�W�R�Z�H�U���Z�K�R�V�H���W�R�S���L�V���L�Q���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V�����O�H�W���X�V���P�D�N�H���D���Q�D�P�H���I�R�U
�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����O�H�V�W���Z�H���E�H���V�F�D�W�W�H�U�H�G���D�E�U�R�D�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���I�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H
�Z�K�R�O�H���H�D�U�W�K���µ�����*�H�Q��������������

your dominion to the end of the earth

See commentary on Daniel 4:1.

3.4.23 - Daniel 4:23  

a watcher, a holy one

See commentary on Daniel 4:13.

Chop down the tree and destroy it

As Nebuchadnezzar’s influence had risen to great heights so had his pride necessitating a response from heaven.

�: �H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���K�H�D�O�H�G���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����%�X�W���V�K�H���L�V���Q�R�W���K�H�D�O�H�G�����)�R�U�V�D�N�H���K�H�U�����D�Q�G���O�H�W���X�V���J�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R���K�L�V���R�Z�Q
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����)�R�U���K�H�U���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���U�H�D�F�K�H�V���W�R���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���O�L�I�W�H�G���X�S���W�R���W�K�H���V�N�L�H�V�������-�H�U��������������

If Nebuchadnezzar remained on the same prideful path, he and his kingdom would experience a fate similar to
Assyria and Egypt: his “tree” would be chopped down (Eze. 31:3-14).

�,���K�D�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�F�N�H�G���L�Q���J�U�H�D�W���S�R�Z�H�U�����$�Q�G���V�S�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���O�L�N�H���D���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���J�U�H�H�Q���W�U�H�H�����<�H�W���K�H���S�D�V�V�H�G���D�Z�D�\��
�D�Q�G���E�H�K�R�O�G�����K�H���Z�D�V���Q�R���P�R�U�H�����,�Q�G�H�H�G���,���V�R�X�J�K�W���K�L�P�����E�X�W���K�H���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G�������3�V����������������������

�%�H�K�R�O�G�����W�K�H���/ �R�U�G�����7�K�H���/ �2�5�' ���R�I���K�R�V�W�V�����: �L�O�O���O�R�S���R�I�I���W�K�H���E�R�X�J�K���Z�L�W�K���W�H�U�U�R�U�����7�K�R�V�H���R�I���K�L�J�K���V�W�D�W�X�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�Z�Q
�G�R�Z�Q�����$�Q�G���W�K�H���K�D�X�J�K�W�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�X�P�E�O�H�G�����+�H���Z�L�O�O���F�X�W���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���W�K�L�F�N�H�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�V�W���Z�L�W�K���L�U�R�Q�����$�Q�G���/ �H�E�D�Q�R�Q
�Z�L�O�O���I�D�O�O���E�\���W�K�H���0�L�J�K�W�\���2�Q�H�������,�V�D����������������������

The pride of Nebuchadnezzar and Neo-Babylonia typifies Babylon at the end of history under the Antichrist:
“For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities” (Rev. 18:5Œ). See Foreshadowing
the Great Tribulation.

leave its stump and roots in the earth
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See commentary on Daniel 4:15.

�E�R�X�Q�G with a band of iron and bronze

See commentary on Daniel 4:15.

let it be wet with the dew of heaven

See commentary on Daniel 4:15.

let him graze with the beasts of the field

See commentary on Daniel 4:15.

till seven times pass over him

The seven times are said to pass over Nebuchadnezzar. This may imply each time period denotes an annual cycle
followed by the sun and stars when viewed from the earth. See commentary on Daniel 4:16.

3.4.24 - Daniel 4:24  

this is the interpretation

Interpretation is from �+���X�þ�n [�S�H�#�D�U]. See commentary on Daniel 2:4

the decree of the Most High

Here we find the “decree of the watchers” originates with the Most High God.

�,�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D���W�K�L�Q�J���R�I���F�K�D�Q�F�H�����L�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���R�U�G�H�U�H�G���E�\���L�G�R�O���J�R�G�V�����L�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���P�H�U�H
�I�R�U�F�H���R�I���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����R�U���D�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���W�K�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\���O�D�Z�V�����L�W���Z�D�V���D���G�L�U�H�F�W���' �L�Y�L�Q�H
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�������W�K�H���V�R�O�H�P�Q���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���*�R�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�R��292

�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V���R�I���R�O�G�����)�R�U���,���D�P���*�R�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���R�W�K�H�U�����,���D�P���*�R�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R�Q�H���O�L�N�H
�0�H�����' �H�F�O�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Q�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�����$�Q�G���I�U�R�P���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���W�L�P�H�V���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���Q�R�W���\�H�W���G�R�Q�H�����6�D�\�L�Q�J�����¶�0 �\
�F�R�X�Q�V�H�O���V�K�D�O�O���V�W�D�Q�G�����$�Q�G���,���Z�L�O�O���G�R���D�O�O���0 �\���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���·���&�D�O�O�L�Q�J���D���E�L�U�G���R�I���S�U�H�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�����7�K�H���P�D�Q���Z�K�R
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See commentary on Daniel 4:17.

3.4.25 - Daniel 4:25  

They shall drive you from men

The question arises as to who they are? 293  Some have suggested this refers to the royal court surrounding the
king who isolated him during his time of mental illness. This is unlikely because they make him eat grass and
wet him with the dew of heaven. 294  The pronoun they (also in Daniel 4:32) is not meant to refer to a specific
group of individuals. Instead, it should be understood as an impersonal passive form: you will be driven. 295  The
pronoun they is therefore indefinite, indicating the will of God is behind the matter.
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Unlike Job’s young mockers (Job 30:1-8) 298 , Nebuchadnezzar is not physically driven from among men by other
individuals. It is his madness, at the hand of God, that drives him from among the sane to wander outdoors with
the beasts. 299
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your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field

Nebuchadnezzar would dwell with the beasts of the field because his heart had been made like them (Dan.
4:16Œ). The phrase beasts of the field refers to grazing animals, such as oxen and wild donkeys (Dan. 5:21Œ).
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His preference for the out-of-doors recalls the demoniac of the gospels who dwelt among the tombs and in the
mountains:
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Unlike the demoniac, there is no indication Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction involved unclean spirits or required
physical restraint during his madness. Neither is there any indication his restitution involved an exorcism of any
sort: both the affliction and subsequent remedy appear to be by the direct hand of God (Dan. 4:34Œ).

They shall make you eat eat grass like oxen

See the discussion above concerning the identity of they.

During the period of his affliction, the king would live much like an ox, dining upon grass and other plants of the
field.
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For a time, Nebuchadnezzar who was made in the image of God, would experience the mental disposition of
behemoth. “Look now at the behemoth, which I made along with you; He eats grass like an ox” [emphasis
added] (Job 40:15). See Image of God or Beast? See commentary on Daniel 4:15.

They shall wet you with the dew of heaven

See the discussion above concerning the identity of they.

Like the beasts Nebuchadnezzar would dine alongside, he would lack the common sense to seek shelter at night.
In his mental state, he would be impartial to both sweltering heat and freezing cold. 305
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seven times shall pass over you

When disciplined by God, the depth and duration of the discipline reflect our slowness to respond. The period is
precisely predicted by God and proves to be the necessary amount of time required for Nebuchadnezzar to come
to his senses.

See commentary on Daniel 4:16 and Daniel 4:23 concerning “seven times.”

till you know

Nebuchadnezzar had this in common with many rulers through history: he failed to acknowledge that all rule
ultimately obtains authority from God. 307
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�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���*�R�G���L�V��308

�$�Q�G�U�H�Z���0�H�O�Y�L�O�O�H���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���-�D�P�H�V���9�,�����Z�K�H�Q���K�H���Z�D�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���U�L�J�K�W�V�����W�K�D�W���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���K�D�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���. �L�Q�J��� �́R�I
�Z�K�R�V�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���. �L�Q�J���-�D�P�H�V���L�V���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���/ �R�U�G���Q�R�U���+�H�D�G�����E�X�W���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�µ������������309

Even though the king would be afflicted with madness, his reason would not be impaired to such a degree as to
preclude his ability to repent.

�5�H�S�H�Q�W�D�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���P�D�O�D�G�\�����P�D�Q�\���W�L�P�H�V���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q���P�L�J�K�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q���T�X�L�W�H���Z�H�O�O���L�Q
�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���D�U�H�D�V���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�L�P�D�O���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V�����)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����L�Q���R�Q�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q���V�W�X�G�\���D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�R���E�H���D���F�D�W���I�R�U���D���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���R�Y�H�U���W�K�L�U�W�H�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���Z�D�V���J�D�L�Q�I�X�O�O�\���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G��310

the Most High rules in the kingdom of men

God’s rule is not only in the world above or in the world to come, but in this world, in the kingdom of men. 311
Daniel’s earlier interpretation of the king’s dream in chapter 2, revealed a divinely-established sequence of
kingdoms. The truth that “[God] removes kings and raises up kings” should have been evident to
Nebuchadnezzar by now, but it was not. Such is the blinding power of pride! The prideful inability of rulers to
discern the hand of God in the events of their realms is not unique to Nebuchadnezzar: it will characterize Gog
and the kings allied with the final Gentile ruler, the Beast.

�������������¶�7�K�X�V���V�D�\�V���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���*�2�' ����� �́%�H�K�R�O�G�����,���D�P���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���\�R�X�����2���*�R�J�����W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�H���R�I���5�R�V�K�����0�H�V�K�H�F�K�����D�Q�G���7�X�E�D�O�����,
�Z�L�O�O���W�X�U�Q���\�R�X���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����S�X�W���K�R�R�N�V���L�Q�W�R���\�R�X�U���M�D�Z�V�����D�Q�G���O�H�D�G���\�R�X���R�X�W�����Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���D�U�P�\�����K�R�U�V�H�V�����D�Q�G
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�K�R�U�V�H�P�H�Q�����D�O�O���V�S�O�H�Q�G�L�G�O�\���F�O�R�W�K�H�G�����D���J�U�H�D�W���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���Z�L�W�K���E�X�F�N�O�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�K�L�H�O�G�V�����D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H�P���K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���V�Z�R�U�G�V���µ����
���������7�K�X�V���V�D�\�V���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���*�2�' ����� �́2�Q���W�K�D�W���G�D�\���L�W���V�K�D�O�O���F�R�P�H���W�R���S�D�V�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���Z�L�O�O���D�U�L�V�H���L�Q���\�R�X�U���P�L�Q�G�����D�Q�G
�\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���D�Q���H�Y�L�O���S�O�D�Q�����<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���V�D�\�����¶�,���Z�L�O�O���J�R���X�S���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D���O�D�Q�G���R�I���X�Q�Z�D�O�O�H�G���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�����,���Z�L�O�O���J�R���W�R���D
�S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���S�H�R�S�O�H�����Z�K�R���G�Z�H�O�O���V�D�I�H�O�\�����D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H�P���G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���Z�D�O�O�V�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���E�D�U�V���Q�R�U���J�D�W�H�V���µ���·
���(�]�H�����������������������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�)�R�U���* �R�G���K�D�V���S�X�W���L�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�U�W�V���W�R���I�X�O�À�O�O���+�L�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�����W�R���E�H���R�I���R�Q�H���P�L�Q�G�����D�Q�G���W�R���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���W�R
�W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�����X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���R�I���*�R�G���D�U�H���I�X�O�À�O�O�H�G�������5�H�Y��������������Œ�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

See commentary on Daniel 4:17.

gives it to whomever He chooses

See commentary on Daniel 4:17.

3.4.26 - Daniel 4:26  

they gave the command

The command was given by the holy watchers, but did not originate with them. See commentary on Daniel 4:17.

leave the stump �D�Q�G roots . . . your kingdom shall be assured to you

The stump and roots are left so the plant may sprout again, but the tree will never regain its towering height.
Even though Nebuchadnezzar would personally be restored and his kingdom preserved during his affliction, the
influence of the tree (the power of the kingdom of Babylon) is destined to wane. Nebuchadnezzar would die and
his reign come to an end. Soon thereafter, Babylon would fall to Medo-Persia (Dan. 5:31Œ): the head of gold
would give way to the chest and arms of silver (Dan. 2:32Œ); the lion with two wings would be followed by the
bear (Dan. 7:5Œ). During the period that Nebuchadnezzar was personally ‘felled’, the beasts and birds would
retain temporary shelter within the kingdom, but they would ultimately lose their protection when Babylon fell to
Medo-Persia.

This prediction is remarkable to anyone familiar with history concerning the volatility and intrigue surrounding
the reign of powerful leaders and their empires. There would be no subterfuge, coup, or rebellion during the
period Nebuchadnezzar was absent from his throne. 312  This unusual result was according to the Word of God, no
doubt involving the efforts of Daniel and others within the royal court on behalf of the incapacitated king. See
commentary on Daniel 4:36.

The meaning of the dream follows a well-established pattern within Scripture. After declaring God’s judgment, a
promise of restoration and reconciliation follows. 313

after you come to know

In this pregnant phrase, we find the purpose of the predicted judgment: Nebuchadnezzar’s restoration was
dependent upon his repentance and acknowledgement of God’s rule. As is often the case in Scripture, we find
human responsibility (the need for repentance by Nebuchadnezzar) taught alongside divine sovereignty (the
period of judgment has been decreed as “seven times”). 314

�6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���I�X�U�Q�L�V�K�H�V���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���*�R�G�·�V���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���I�U�H�H���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�W�H�U�S�O�D�\���Z�L�W�K���H�D�F�K
�R�W�K�H�U�����%�R�W�K���D�U�H���E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�V�����7�R���W�U�\���W�R���D�O�W�H�U���H�L�W�K�H�U���R�Q�H���L�Q���D�Q���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���D�W���U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R
�D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���H�V�F�D�S�H���K�X�P�D�Q���À�Q�L�W�X�G�H�����6�X�F�K���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�����9�D�O�L�G���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���R�I���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W
�*�R�G���K�D�V���V�D�L�G���L�Q���+�L�V���: �R�U�G���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���S�H�U�P�L�W���L�W��315

Heaven rules
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This is a figure of speech known as a metonymy. 316  “By an obvious metonomy ‘the heavens’ are mentioned for
the King of the heavens. In the New Testament the same metonomy occurs; see Mat. 21:25; Luke 15:18.” 317

�' �D�Q�L�H�O�����L�Q���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V���G�R���U�X�O�H�����L�V���Q�R�W���D�F�F�H�S�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q���G�H�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�O�\
�E�R�G�L�H�V�����D�V���K�H���P�D�N�H�V���F�O�H�D�U���L�Q���' �D�Q������������Œ���W�K�D�W��� �́W�K�H���P�R�V�W���+�L�J�K�µ���L�V���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����+�H���L�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���R�Q�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�L�Q�J
�G�L�Y�L�Q�H���R�U���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�O�\���U�X�O�H���W�R���H�D�U�W�K�O�\���U�X�O�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�G�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\���Z�D�V���P�X�F�K���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���W�K�D�W���R�I��� �́W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V���µ318

3.4.27 - Daniel 4:27  

let my advice be acceptable to you

Calvin suggests Daniel’s entreaty reflects a concern over how the king might respond to the interpetation. “As to
Nebuchadnezzar sending for him, this was not a daily thing, nor did he do this, because he wished to submit to
his doctrine. Daniel therefore remembers the kind of person with whom he was treating, when he tempers his
words and says, may my counsel be acceptable to thee!” 319  More likely, Daniel is motivated out of a legitimate
concern and care for the well-being of the king and his kingdom. See commentary on Daniel 4:19.

break off your sins

Daniel boldly claims King Nebuchadnezzar has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).

�7�K�H���S�U�R�S�K�H�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���V�K�U�L�Q�N���I�U�R�P���I�R�U�W�K�U�L�J�K�W�O�\���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�·�V���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R��� �́\�R�X�U���V�L�Q�V�µ���D�Q�G��� �́\�R�X�U���L�Q�L�T�X�L�W�L�H�V�µ
�D�Q�G���K�L�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R��� �́E�U�H�D�N���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P�µ���W�K�H�P��320

�7�K�L�V���D�G�Y�L�F�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���L�Q���L�W���D���W�D�F�L�W���F�K�D�U�J�H���R�I���V�L�Q�V�����D�Q�G���D���U�H�S�U�R�R�I���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�H���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I
�' �D�Q�L�H�O��321

The prophet Isaiah declares the same to be true of all men—including you and I, dear reader.

�<�R�X���P�H�H�W���K�L�P���Z�K�R���U�H�M�R�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���G�R�H�V���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�����: �K�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���<�R�X���L�Q���<�R�X�U���Z�D�\�V�����<�R�X���D�U�H���L�Q�G�H�H�G
�D�Q�J�U�\�����I�R�U���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���V�L�Q�Q�H�G���,�Q���W�K�H�V�H���Z�D�\�V���Z�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�����$�Q�G���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�H���V�D�Y�H�G�����%�X�W���Z�H���D�U�H���D�O�O���O�L�N�H���D�Q
�X�Q�F�O�H�D�Q���W�K�L�Q�J�����$�Q�G���D�O�O���R�X�U���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�H�V���D�U�H���O�L�N�H���À�O�W�K�\���U�D�J�V�����: �H���D�O�O���I�D�G�H���D�V���D���O�H�D�I�����$�Q�G���R�X�U���L�Q�L�T�X�L�W�L�H�V��
�O�L�N�H���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�G�����+�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���X�V���D�Z�D�\�����$�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���R�Q�H���Z�K�R���F�D�O�O�V���R�Q���<�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H�����: �K�R���V�W�L�U�V���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���X�S
�W�R���W�D�N�H���K�R�O�G���R�I���<�R�X�����)�R�U���<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���K�L�G�G�H�Q���<�R�X�U���I�D�F�H���I�U�R�P���X�V�����$�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�G���X�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���R�X�U
�L�Q�L�T�X�L�W�L�H�V�������,�V�D���������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�7�K�H���E�H�V�W���R�I���P�H�Q���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\���P�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H�L�U���Y�H�U�\���E�H�V�W�����3�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�V�����S�U�R�S�K�H�W�V�����D�Q�G���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���³ �P�D�U�W�\�U�V�����I�D�W�K�H�U�V��
�U�H�I�R�U�P�H�U�V�����S�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�³ �D�O�O�����D�O�O���D�U�H���V�L�Q�Q�H�U�V�����Z�K�R���Q�H�H�G���D���6�D�Y�L�R�X�U�����K�R�O�\�����X�V�H�I�X�O�����K�R�Q�R�X�U�D�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���S�O�D�F�H���³ �E�X�W
�V�L�Q�Q�H�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���D�O�O��322

Not only was Nebuchadnezzar a man, he was a very powerful man. He occupied a position offering numerous
opportunities to sin, and for the negative affects of sin to be amplified upon others within his realm. 323

�3�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�����O�L�N�H���P�R�V�W���2�U�L�H�Q�W�D�O���G�H�V�S�R�W�V�����1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���K�D�G���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���S�R�R�U���E�\���I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���W�R���O�D�E�R�U���L�Q���K�L�V
�J�U�H�D�W���S�X�E�O�L�F���Z�R�U�N�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���U�H�P�X�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��324

�,�W���L�V���I�D�L�U�O�\���W�R���E�H���L�Q�I�H�U�U�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���Z�L�F�N�H�G�������D���I�D�F�W���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���F�R�Q�À�U�P�H�G
�H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H���L�Q���K�L�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����+�H���K�D�G�����L�Q�G�H�H�G�����V�R�P�H���J�R�R�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�V���D���P�D�Q�����E�X�W���K�H���Z�D�V���S�U�R�X�G�����K�H���Z�D�V
�D�P�E�L�W�L�R�X�V�����K�H���Z�D�V���D�U�E�L�W�U�D�U�\���L�Q���K�L�V���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����K�H���Z�D�V���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H���D�Q�G���U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H�I�X�O�����D�Q�G���K�H���Z�D�V�����G�R�X�E�W�O�H�V�V��
�D�G�G�L�F�W�H�G���W�R���V�X�F�K���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���R�I���O�L�I�H���D�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���I�R�X�Q�G���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���K�L�V���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q��325

Break off your sins is �* �	�+�þ�' ���� ���* �þ�� ���) �þ�_���z�������� ���� ���� [�Z�D
Û�Å�#�¤�Ã�N���E�H���L
Å�T�¤���S�l�H�U�X�T], “the sins of you in/with/by
righteousness cease.” Here we enter upon a controversy as to how this phrase is to be interpreted and,
consequently, what Daniel meant by his recommendation to the king. Some translations interpret the phrase as if
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Daniel were urging the king to offset his sins by performing other righteous acts—to compensate for his
wickedness and “balance the ledger” of his iniquity through good works. Consider how this passage is rendered
by the LXX, “atone for thy sins by alms, and thine iniquities by compassion on the poor” [emphasis added] 326 .
The TNK, rejecting the concept of original sin, 327  is similar: “Redeem your sins by beneficence and your
iniquities by generosity to the poor.” [emphasis added] 328

�7�K�H���6�H�S�W�X�D�J�L�Q�W���D�Q�G���9�X�O�J�D�W�H���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H���Q�R�W���V�R���Z�H�O�O����� �́U�H�G�H�H�P���µ���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���P�D�G�H���D�Q���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���5�R�P�H�·�V���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H
�R�I���W�K�H���H�[�S�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�L�Q�V���E�\���P�H�U�L�W�R�U�L�R�X�V���Z�R�U�N�V��329

�7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���X�V�H���W�K�L�V���W�H�[�W���D�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���D���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���R�I���V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���E�\���Z�R�U�N�V���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���W�R���P�H�D�Q��� �́U�H�G�H�H�P���µ
�W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H����� �́U�H�G�H�H�P���\�R�X�U���V�L�Q�V���E�\���Z�H�O�O���G�R�L�Q�J���µ���,�W���L�V���W�U�X�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J��� �́U�H�G�H�H�P�µ���>�I�R�U��� �́E�U�H�D�N
�R�I�I�µ�@���L�V���X�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�H�S�W�X�D�J�L�Q�W���D�Q�G���9�X�O�J�D�W�H���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D�U�L�V�H�Q���R�Q�O�\���O�D�W�H�U�����L�Q���S�R�V�W��
�2�O�G���7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W���W�L�P�H�����7�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���' �D�Q�L�H�O�·�V���G�D�\���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���Z�D�V��� �́E�U�H�D�N���Z�L�W�K���µ���������������' �D�Q�L�H�O���Z�D�V���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J
�W�R���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���K�L�V���V�L�Q�I�X�O���O�L�I�H���E�\���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�O�\�����7�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���G�H�I�H�Q�G���W�K�H
�W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�R�X�O���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�G�H�H�P�H�G���R�U���V�L�Q�V���H�[�S�L�D�W�H�G���E�\���D�F�W�V���R�I���F�K�D�U�L�W�\��330

�7�K�H���R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�R�Q���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���L�V���Q�R�W���W�R���U�H�G�H�H�P�����E�X�W���W�R���E�U�H�D�N�����W�R���E�U�H�D�N���R�I�I�����W�R���D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�����,�W���L�V
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���R�X�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Z�R�U�G��� �́E�U�H�D�N�µ���L�V���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G�������*�H�U�P������� �́E�U�H�F�K�H�Q���µ���&�R�P�S�D�U�H���*�H�Q������������������� �́W�K�D�W
�W�K�R�X���V�K�D�O�W���E�U�H�D�N���K�L�V���\�R�N�H���µ���(�[����������������� �́%�U�H�D�N���R�I�I���W�K�H���J�R�O�G�H�Q���H�D�U���U�L�Q�J�V���µ���(�[����������������� �́$�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���E�U�D�N�H
�R�I�I���W�K�H���J�R�O�G�H�Q���H�D�U���U�L�Q�J�V���µ���(�[������������������� �́: �K�R�V�R�H�Y�H�U���K�D�W�K���D�Q�\���J�R�O�G���O�H�W���W�K�H�P���E�U�H�D�N���L�W���R�I�I���µ�����. ������������������� �́$���J�U�H�D�W
�D�Q�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J���Z�L�Q�G���U�H�Q�W���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���µ���=�H�F������������������� �́$�Q�G���W�H�D�U���W�K�H�L�U���F�O�D�Z�V���L�Q���S�L�H�F�H�V���µ���(�]�H������������������� �́K�H�U���V�W�U�R�Q�J
�U�R�G�V���Z�H�U�H���E�U�R�N�H�Q���µ���7�K�H���Z�R�U�G���L�V���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�R�Q���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q����� �́U�H�G�H�H�P�µ���R�Q�F�H���3�V��������������������� �́$�Q�G���K�D�W�K
�U�H�G�H�H�P�H�G���X�V���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���µ���,�W���L�V���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G��� �́U�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�µ���L�Q���3�V���������������D�Q�G��� �́G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�µ���L�Q���/ �D�P���������������,�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W
�H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H���R�F�F�X�U���L�Q���W�K�H���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�V�����7�K�H���I�D�L�U���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���L�V�����D�V���L�Q���R�X�U���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�����W�R���E�U�H�D�N���R�I�I���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�G�H�D
�R�I���U�H�G�H�H�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�R�X�O���E�\���D�F�W�V���R�I���F�K�D�U�L�W�\���R�U���D�O�P�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�V���Q�R�W���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H�����D�Q�G���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���L�W��331

The clear teaching of Scripture is that no man is able to pay for the sins of any other man, much less his own. 332

�7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�D�O�W�K���$�Q�G���E�R�D�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���P�X�O�W�L�W�X�G�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���U�L�F�K�H�V�����1�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���F�D�Q���E�\���D�Q�\���P�H�D�Q�V
�U�H�G�H�H�P���K�L�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����1�R�U���J�L�Y�H���W�R���*�R�G���D���U�D�Q�V�R�P���I�R�U���K�L�P�����)�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�R�X�O�V���L�V���F�R�V�W�O�\�����$�Q�G���L�W
�V�K�D�O�O���F�H�D�V�H���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�������3�V������������������

Daniel is urging the king to demonstrate repentance by turning from his sin. This is akin to the command of
Jesus to the Pharisees of his day and recognizes true repentance is demonstrated through action.

�7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���E�H�D�U���I�U�X�L�W�V���Z�R�U�W�K�\���R�I���U�H�S�H�Q�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���G�R���Q�R�W���W�K�L�Q�N���W�R���V�D�\���W�R���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����¶�: �H���K�D�Y�H���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���D�V
�R�X�U���I�D�W�K�H�U���·���)�R�U���,���V�D�\���W�R���\�R�X���W�K�D�W���*�R�G���L�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���X�S���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�R���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�R�Q�H�V�����$�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q
�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���D�[���L�V���O�D�L�G���W�R���W�K�H���U�R�R�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�H�H�V�����7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���H�Y�H�U�\���W�U�H�H���Z�K�L�F�K���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���E�H�D�U���J�R�R�G���I�U�X�L�W���L�V���F�X�W���G�R�Z�Q
�D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�Z�Q���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���À�U�H�������0�D�W���������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�,���U�H�G�H�H�P���P�\���V�L�Q�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���P�\���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�����L�I���D�I�W�H�U���,���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�M�X�U�H�G���K�L�P�����,���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�H�G���W�R���K�L�P�����,
�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���P�\���V�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�H�H�N���I�R�U���S�D�U�G�R�Q�����,�I�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����,���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�M�X�U�H�G���K�L�V���I�R�U�W�X�Q�H�V�����,���U�H�V�W�R�U�H���Z�K�D�W���,���K�D�Y�H
�X�Q�M�X�V�W�O�\���W�D�N�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���U�H�G�H�H�P���P�\���W�U�D�Q�V�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����%�X�W���W�K�L�V���G�R�H�V���D�V�V�L�V�W���X�V���L�Q���H�[�S�L�D�W�L�Q�J���V�L�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H���*�R�G�����D�V���L�I
�W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�À�F�H�Q�F�H���Z�K�L�F�K���,���S�X�W���L�Q���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�D�V���D�Q�\���N�L�Q�G���R�I���H�[�S�L�D�W�L�R�Q��333

by �E�H�L�Q�J righteous . . . by showing mercy to the poor ������

By being righteous is �� ���* �þ�� ���) �þ�_ [�E�H���L
Å�T�¤], by “proper action as related to moral and ethical considerations.” 335

Poor is from �� ���#���% [�>�Å�Q�Õ�K], including both the poor and those who are oppressed. 336

Some have interpreted this phrase as teaching the way of attaining righteousness before God is doing good deeds
to offset one’s bad deeds. At its core, the concept posits a God Who accepts or rejects men on the balance of
whether their meritorious works outweigh their sinful acts. But the thrust of biblical teaching concerning
righteousness is it begins within, as a matter of the heart—outward deeds merely reflect the inward reality of a
repentant heart motivated toward God. While the distinction may seem subtle, it is critical, else we embrace
religious systems teaching one can earn heaven through attaining a long enough ledger of good deeds.
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It is on this critical point where biblical Christianity differs from the distortions of Roman Catholicism and
Rabbinic Judaism. The truth that no man can earn righteousness before a holy God is “ground zero” in God’s
plan: the foot of the cross. This is the scandal of the cross (Isa. 53:4; 1Cor. 1:23; 1Cor. 2:2; Gal. 5:11; Heb.
13:13), the very reason there was no other way: the One Righteous Man had to die (Mat. 26:39-42). This all-
important distinction regarding the way righteousness is attained before God separates biblical Christianity from
every other works-based system of belief on the planet. This was the cry of Paul’s heart concerning his brethren,
the Jews.

�%�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q�����P�\���K�H�D�U�W�·�V���G�H�V�L�U�H���D�Q�G���S�U�D�\�H�U���W�R���*�R�G���I�R�U���,�V�U�D�H�O���L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���E�H���V�D�Y�H�G�����)�R�U���,���E�H�D�U���W�K�H�P���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���D���]�H�D�O���I�R�U���*�R�G�����E�X�W���Q�R�W���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����)�R�U���W�K�H�\���E�H�L�Q�J���L�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�W���R�I���* �R�G�·�V
�U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�����K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H
�U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���R�I���* �R�G�����)�R�U���&�K�U�L�V�W���L�V���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Z���I�R�U���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V�������5�R�P��
�����������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Daniel/commentary/htm/intro/introduction.html#2.2.2.6
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Daniel/commentary/htm/intro/introduction.html#2.2.2.6
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Daniel/commentary/htm/intro/introduction.html#2.2.2.6
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Daniel/commentary/htm/intro/introduction.html#2.2.2.6
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Daniel/commentary/htm/intro/introduction.html#2.2.2.6
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b23c011.htm#Isa._C11V4
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b19c072.htm#Ps._C72V4
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b23c041.htm#Isa._C41V2
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b23c053.htm#Isa._C53V4
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b46c001.htm#1Cor._C1V23
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b46c002.htm#1Cor._C2V2
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b48c005.htm#Gal._C5V11
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b58c013.htm#Heb._C13V13
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b40c026.htm#Mat._C26V39
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b45c010.htm#Rom._C10V1


4/24/2021 Daniel Discovered : 3.4 - Daniel 4

www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Daniel/commentary/htm/chapters/04.html#3.4 43/86

God’s desire that Nebuchadnezzar behave righteously, expressed through the prophet Daniel, is of great
importance because of the king’s position of influence. It is God’s intention that leaders represent His own
righteous character by the way they rule. Leaders are placed in their position by God with the weighty
responsibility of upholding righteousness within the culture (Rom. 13:1-5). “The throne ennobles no man: to be
properly filled, the man must be noble.” 342
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Instead of ruling with righteousness, benefiting their subjects, many leaders throughout history contribute to the
oppression and affliction of the vulnerable for the sake of their own vanity, fueled by a rapacious thirst for
greater power and control. 344  This well-worn path involving the abuse of power had been tread by
Nebuchadnezzar.
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The tendency of rulers to abuse their power is aptly-demonstrated by both Jewish and Gentile history. God
vested authority in the line of Davidic kings who were to rule in a manner reflecting His righteous rule. Within
only a generation, the misrule of leadership led to the division of Israel into northern and southern factions (1K.
11:11-13, 31-39). Neither of these factions produced righteous kings with any consistency leading to the
downfall of the northern kingdom of Israel to Assyria (1K. 14:15-16; 2K. 15:29; 17:6, 23; 18:10-11; Amos 7:11,
17), followed by the fall of the southern kingdom of Judah to Babylon (see Twilight of Judah (Southern
Kingdom)). Fundamentally, the fall of Jewish rule was God’s judgment upon leaders who failed to rule
righteously and abused their power.
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The fall of the southern kingdom with its throne of David introduced the Times of the Gentiles—a lengthy period
of history when Gentile dominion will also prove itself utterly corrupt. The inability of any human government
—tainted by original sin—to produce lasting, righteous rule will find remedy when the only righteous man who
ever walked the earth returns to govern as king over all the earth.
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One of the ways righteous rule is demonstrated is through extending mercy to the less fortunate within society
who are unable to fend for themselves. Righteous rulers recognize the common lot of humanity: that they
themselves are no different before God than the poorest of the poor and as much in need of grace in God’s sight.
“Showing mercy to the poor reflects God’s own generosity toward all. If the king would do this, it would be a
tacit acknowledgement that he himself is no better before God than the lowliest of the poor. Indeed, all people
are mere beggars before God.” 349  This duty to the poor is universal. 350  “Blessed is he who considers the poor;
The LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. The LORD will preserve him and keep him alive, And he will be
blessed on the earth; You will not deliver him to the will of his enemies” (Ps. 41:1-2). Even so, those in power
bear greater responsibility because they have greater authority to extend help and institute impartial judgment
(Lev. 19:15; Pr. 18:5).

Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your prosperity

Whenever we encounter a passage wherein God decrees righteous judgment, we must remember the balancing
truth that God is not only just, but merciful and loving. If we over-emphasize any of God’s attributes to the
detriment of others, then we have distorted God and our understanding of His person will be deficient. And so it
is within this passage: God has decreed judgment, but Daniel emphasizes the impending judgment may yet be
averted if the king repents and forsakes his wicked behavior.
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When God predicted the destruction of Jerusalem and Judah by Micah the prophet, King Hezekiah responded
positively and God relented (Jer. 26:17-19), even granting the king additional years to live (2K. 20:3-6). Perhaps
the most familiar case of God relenting from a threatened destruction is found in the account of Jonah and
Nineveh.
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God desires redemption and restoration over punishment. Our God is neither the unresponsive stone monolith of
a pagan idol nor a capricious or vindictive megalomaniac. The responsive heart of God toward repentance is a
motive underlying intercession: why else would we fervently intercede before God if He were not a God Who
desires and responds to repentance (Eze. 22:29-31)? God’s merciful patience is demonstrated by His delaying a
full year before bringing judgment upon the unrepentant king (Dan. 4:29Œ). God responded to intercession by
Moses to lift the judgments upon Pharaoh’s Egypt (Ex. 8:29-30; 9:33; 10:18). When Israel was disobedient in the
wilderness and the Lord threatened to consume them, intercession by Moses and Aaron turned His hand from
judgment (Ex. 32:11-14, 30-32; Num. 12:13-14; 14:13-20; 16:44-48; Deu. 9:18-29; 10:10). God delayed the
judgment of Israel at the hand of Assyria when Amos interceded on behalf of the nation (Amos 7:1-6). The
Scriptures are replete with passages emphasizing God’s preference for people to repent so He might withhold
judgment. 353
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There is no wickedness, no heinous crime, no evil person beyond the reach of repentance and God’s grace. The
wicked kings Ahab and Manasseh provide two examples.
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������
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How difficult it must have been for Elijah to deliver God’s message of encouragement to his enemy, the wicked
King Ahab! We are all in need of God’s mercy and grateful when He responds to our repentance. And how easy
we are offended when God extends grace to others whom we judge to be less deserving then ourselves (Mat.
18:24-35)! It is this very goodness of God—so good that it offends our senses when directed toward others—that
should lead us to repentance (Rom. 2:4).

God will always respond to repentance, so long as it is genuine: God cannot be fooled when it comes to matters
of the heart. 354
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It is crucial for our spiritual well-being to recognize when repentance is needed. These times represent
opportunities for restoration—or for judicial hardening in judgment. Those who fail to repent harden their hearts
and increase the risk of experiencing God’s wrath. 355  Where repentance remains lacking or insincere, there can
come a “point of no return,” beyond which, even if a highly-favored intercessor such as Noah, Moses, Job,
Ezekiel, Samuel, or Daniel was to intervene, God’s judgment cannot be averted (Jer. 15:1; Eze. 9:8-10; 14:14,
20).

3.4.28 - Daniel 4:28  

All �W�K�L�V came

This pregnant verse relates the sad results of Nebuchadnezzar’s failure to heed Daniel’s warning to repent.
Nebuchadnezzar did not appreciate that Daniel, in relating the dream and its interpretation, was speaking by
inspiration of the Holy Spirit: the dream and its interpretation were the prophetic word of God concerning the
future awaiting the unrepentant king.

�*�R�G���L�V���Q�R�W���D���P�D�Q�����W�K�D�W���+�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���O�L�H�����1�R�U���D���V�R�Q���R�I���P�D�Q�����W�K�D�W���+�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���U�H�S�H�Q�W�����+�D�V���+�H���V�D�L�G�����D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���+�H���Q�R�W
�G�R�"���2�U���K�D�V���+�H���V�S�R�N�H�Q�����D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���+�H���Q�R�W���P�D�N�H���L�W���J�R�R�G�"�����1�X�P����������������
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�\�R�X�U���I�D�W�K�H�U�V�"��� �́6�R���W�K�H�\���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G�����¶�-�X�V�W���D�V���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' ���R�I���K�R�V�W�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���G�R���W�R���X�V�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R
�R�X�U���Z�D�\�V���D�Q�G���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���R�X�U���G�H�H�G�V�����6�R���+�H���K�D�V���G�H�D�O�W���Z�L�W�K���X�V���·�¬�µ�����=�H�F������������

�+�H�D�Y�H�Q���D�Q�G���H�D�U�W�K���Z�L�O�O���S�D�V�V���D�Z�D�\�����E�X�W���0�\���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�O�O���E�\���Q�R���P�H�D�Q�V���S�D�V�V���D�Z�D�\�������0�D�W����������������

upon King Nebuchadnezzar

At this verse, the narration switches from that of the king (in the first-person) to that of an objective observer
relating the period of the king’s madness (in the third-person). 356
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3.4.29 - Daniel 4:29  

At the end of twelve months

God delayed judgment for a full year so Nebuchadnezzar might respond to Daniel’s advice to reform his ways,
yet he remained unrepentant. Here we see a general principle of God: He provides warning in advance of
judgment. The delay between the warning and the judgment to follow reflects His enormous patience and mercy,
as well as His preference for restoration over punishment. God held back the global flood for over a century
while Noah preached to an unresponsive generation (Gen. 6:3 cf. 2Pe. 2:5).
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God’s eventual judgment is based on two factors: first, there is judgment due for godless behavior; second, the
need of judgment confirmed by lack of repentance.

�1�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���,���K�D�Y�H���D���I�H�Z���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���\�R�X�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���>���@���\�R�X���D�O�O�R�Z���W�K�D�W���Z�R�P�D�Q���-�H�]�H�E�H�O�����Z�K�R���F�D�O�O�V���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���D
�S�U�R�S�K�H�W�H�V�V�����W�R���W�H�D�F�K���D�Q�G���V�H�G�X�F�H���0�\���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V���W�R���F�R�P�P�L�W���V�H�[�X�D�O���L�P�P�R�U�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���H�D�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H�G���W�R���L�G�R�O�V��
�$�Q�G���>���@���,���J�D�Y�H���K�H�U���W�L�P�H���W�R���U�H�S�H�Q�W���R�I���K�H�U���V�H�[�X�D�O���L�P�P�R�U�D�O�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���V�K�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���U�H�S�H�Q�W�������5�H�Y������������������Œ��

As history makes plain, this temporary suspension of God’s judgment rarely produces repentance. Generally, it is
misinterpreted or abused, and even used as a reason to mock God.

�$�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�D�F�H���R�I���W�L�P�H���K�H�U�H���G�H�Q�R�W�H�G�����L�W���V�K�H�Z�V���K�R�Z���*�R�G���V�X�V�S�H�Q�G�H�G���K�L�V���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�V�����L�I���S�H�U�F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H
�X�W�W�H�U�O�\���G�H�S�O�R�U�D�E�O�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�F�O�D�L�P�H�G�����E�X�W���W�K�H���U�H�S�U�R�E�D�W�H���D�E�X�V�H���*�R�G�·�V���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�O�J�H�Q�F�H�����D�V���W�K�H�\
�P�D�N�H���W�K�L�V���D�Q���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���R�I���K�D�U�G�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���P�L�Q�G�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���V�X�S�S�R�V�H���*�R�G���W�R���F�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���R�I�À�F�H���R�I���M�X�G�J�H��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�L�V���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���L�W���R�I�I���I�R�U���D���W�L�P�H��359
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�I�X�O�O�\���V�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H�P���W�R���G�R���H�Y�L�O�������(�F�F��������������

Yet, the delay between God’s warning and the judgment testifies of His enormous patience and preference for
restoration.

�7�K�H���/ �R�U�G���L�V���Q�R�W���V�O�D�F�N���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���+�L�V���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�����D�V���V�R�P�H���F�R�X�Q�W���V�O�D�F�N�Q�H�V�V�����E�X�W���L�V���O�R�Q�J�V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�D�U�G���X�V�����Q�R�W
�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���D�Q�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���S�H�U�L�V�K���E�X�W���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���V�K�R�X�O�G���F�R�P�H���W�R���U�H�S�H�Q�W�D�Q�F�H�����%�X�W���W�K�H���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���Z�L�O�O���F�R�P�H
�D�V���D���W�K�L�H�I���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W�����L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���S�D�V�V���D�Z�D�\���Z�L�W�K���D���J�U�H�D�W���Q�R�L�V�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���P�H�O�W
�Z�L�W�K���I�H�U�Y�H�Q�W���K�H�D�W�����E�R�W�K���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���L�Q���L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���E�X�U�Q�H�G���X�S���������3�H���������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V
�D�G�G�H�G�@

Nebuchadnezzar, like all who find themselves in positions of power and influence, found it difficult to bow his
knee in humility and repent. Even when powerful leaders such as Nebuchadnezzar know there is truth in the
message of impending judgment, the cost of personal repentance proves too high and they resist the opportunity
provided by God.

�$�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U���V�R�P�H���G�D�\�V�����Z�K�H�Q���)�H�O�L�[���F�D�P�H���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���' �U�X�V�L�O�O�D�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V���-�H�Z�L�V�K�����K�H���V�H�Q�W���I�R�U���3�D�X�O���D�Q�G���K�H�D�U�G
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�F�R�P�H�����)�H�O�L�[���Z�D�V���D�I�U�D�L�G���D�Q�G���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G����� �́* �R���D�Z�D�\���I�R�U���Q�R�Z�����Z�K�H�Q���,���K�D�Y�H���D���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���W�L�P�H���,���Z�L�O�O���F�D�O�O���I�R�U���\�R�X���µ
���$�F�W�V��������������������
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�I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���W�R���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���N�Q�R�Z�����I�H�H�O���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�I�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���G�X�W�\���D�Q�G���R�I���Z�K�D�W���L�V���U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�����7�K�H���6�D�Y�L�R�X�U���D�Q�G
�+�L�V���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���K�D�Y�H���U�H�P�D�U�N�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W�\���R�I���V�X�F�K���W�R���H�Q�W�H�U���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����$�Q�G
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q��361

See commentary on Daniel 5:22.

he was walking about the royal palace

About the royal palace is �� ���-�c�� �þ�� ���! ���� ���� ������ ���� ���% [�>�D�O�¦�K�¬
ë�D�O���P�D�O
ë�½�%�Ã�=], “upon the royal palace.”
Nebuchadnezzar may have been walking on the flat roof of his palace (cf. 2S. 11:2), from where he would be
afforded an unobstructed view of the notable features of the city. 362  He may have been walking amidst the
famous hanging gardens he had built for his wife. 363  “The palace roof was the scene of the fall of another king
(2S. 11:2).” 364  See commentary on Daniel 4:30.
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Building Inscription of Nebuchadnezzar

������

3.4.30 - Daniel 4:30  

The king spoke

The boastful words of the first king of the Times of the Gentiles typify those that will be spoken by their final
king (Dan. 7:8Œ, 11Œ, 20Œ, 25Œ; 11:36Œ; Rev. 13:5-6Œ). 365See commentary on Daniel 7:8.

great Babylon, that I have built

When Nebuchadnezzar spoke these words,
Babylon was at the historical apex of its
influence and wealth. It is doubtful any other
city in the world could compare with the
grandeur, beauty, power, and might of Babylon.

�%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���Z�D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�H�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���F�L�W�L�H�V���R�I
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���U�H�L�J�Q
�X�Q�G�R�X�E�W�H�G�O�\���Z�D�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���P�D�J�Q�L�À�F�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G
�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W�����F�L�W�\���R�Q���H�D�U�W�K��
�+�H�U�R�G�R�W�X�V�����W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���*�U�H�H�N���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q��
�Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���R�Q�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���\�H�D�U�V
�D�I�W�H�U���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���Z�D�V
�R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�H�G���E�\���L�W�V���J�U�D�Q�G�H�X�U��367 ���2�Y�H�U���W�Z�R
�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U�����$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���*�U�H�D�W
�S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V���I�R�U
�K�L�V���Y�D�V�W���H�P�S�L�U�H�����������������%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���Z�D�V���D
�U�H�F�W�D�Q�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�K�D�S�H�G���F�L�W�\���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���D
�E�U�R�D�G���D�Q�G���G�H�H�S���Z�D�W�H�U���À�O�O�H�G���P�R�D�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���E�\
�D�Q���L�Q�W�U�L�F�D�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�I���G�R�X�E�O�H���Z�D�O�O�V�����7�K�H���À�U�V�W
�G�R�X�E�O�H���Z�D�O�O���V�\�V�W�H�P���H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q
�F�L�W�\�����,�W�V���L�Q�Q�H�U���Z�D�O�O���Z�D�V���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���R�Q�H���I�H�H�W���W�K�L�F�N
�D�Q�G���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G���Z�L�W�K���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���W�R�Z�H�U�V���D�W���V�L�[�W�\��
�I�R�R�W���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�D�O�V���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���R�X�W�H�U���Z�D�O�O���Z�D�V
�H�O�H�Y�H�Q���I�H�H�W���L�Q���Z�L�G�W�K���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���K�D�G
�Z�D�W�F�K�W�R�Z�H�U�V�����/ �D�W�H�U���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���D�G�G�H�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���G�H�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���G�R�X�E�O�H���Z�D�O�O���V�\�V�W�H�P�����D�Q���R�X�W�H�U���Z�D�O�O���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���À�Y�H
�I�H�H�W���W�K�L�F�N���D�Q�G���D�Q���L�Q�Q�H�U���Z�D�O�O���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���W�K�U�H�H���I�H�H�W���W�K�L�F�N�����H�D�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���(�X�S�K�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�D�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I
�V�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q���P�L�O�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���Z�L�G�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���D�W���W�K�H���W�R�S���I�R�U���F�K�D�U�L�R�W�V���W�R���S�D�V�V�����������������(�L�J�K�W���J�D�W�H�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H
�F�L�W�\�����W�K�H���P�R�V�W���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���,�V�K�W�D�U���*�D�W�H���R�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���V�L�G�H�����7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���D���P�D�V�V�L�Y�H���G�R�X�E�O�H���W�R�Z�H�U
�U�L�V�L�Q�J���W�R���D���K�H�L�J�K�W���R�I���I�R�U�W�\���I�H�H�W���D�Q�G���G�H�F�R�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���G�U�D�J�R�Q�V���R�I���0�D�U�G�X�N���D�Q�G���E�X�O�O�V���R�I���+�D�G�D�G�����������������$���E�U�L�G�J�H�����F�D��
�I�R�X�U���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���I�H�H�W���O�R�Q�J�����V�S�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�K�H���(�X�S�K�U�D�W�H�V���5�L�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���H�D�V�W���D�Q�G���Z�H�V�W���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����>�5��
�. �R�O�G�H�Z�H�\�����7�K�H���(�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�W���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����/ �R�Q�G�R�Q�����0�D�F�P�L�O�O�D�Q���������������������������@368
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�D�G�D�S�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�����������������7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���V�W�R�Q�H���E�U�L�G�J�H���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\
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�7�K�H���F�L�W�\�����H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���F�L�U�F�X�P�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����Z�D�V���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���R�I���D�Q�\���L�Q���W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���(�D�V�W�����1�L�Q�H�Y�H�K���L�W�V�H�O�I���Q�R�W���H�[�F�H�S�W�H�G��
�Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�V���U�L�Y�D�O�O�H�G���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����������������Z�K�H�Q���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���>�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�O�O�H�G���F�L�W�L�H�V�@���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���W�D�N�H�V���W�K�H
�À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����E�R�W�K���I�R�U���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���P�R�G�H�U�Q���W�L�P�H�V�����D�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���L�W�V���H�Q�F�O�R�V�H�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�H�G���D�U�H�D��371

In his great pride, Nebuchadnezzar seems to have attributed the greatness of Babylon solely to his own efforts.
But history records his predecessors had already undertaken impressive construction projects at the site.

�7�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���J�R�Q�H���W�R�R���I�D�U�����L�Q���D�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�I���L�W���W�R���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����D�W���O�H�D�V�W���K�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H
�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���E�X�L�O�G�H�U���R�I���L�W�����I�R�U���L�W���Z�D�V���E�X�L�O�W���P�D�Q�\���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�H���Z�D�V���E�R�U�Q�����E�\���1�L�P�U�R�G���R�U���%�H�O�X�V�����Z�K�R
�Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���V�D�P�H�����*�H�Q�������������������D�Q�G���Z�D�V���P�X�F�K���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�H�G���E�\���6�H�P�L�U�D�P�L�V�����W�K�H���Z�L�I�H���R�I���K�L�V���V�R�Q
�1�L�Q�X�V�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���W�R���K�H�U���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�I���L�W���L�V���D�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�����E�X�W���L�Q�D�V�P�X�F�K���D�V���L�W���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���L�Q���O�D�W�H�U���W�L�P�H�V
�J�U�H�D�W�O�\���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�V�V�\�U�L�D�Q���N�L�Q�J�V�����1�L�Q�H�Y�H�K���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�D�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���H�P�S�L�U�H�����1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����Z�K�H�Q���K�H
�F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���W�K�U�R�Q�H�����D�Q�G���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�I�W�H�U���K�H���K�D�G���H�Q�U�L�F�K�H�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�S�R�L�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�J�U�H�D�W�O�\���H�Q�O�D�U�J�H�G�����E�H�D�X�W�L�À�H�G�����D�Q�G���I�R�U�W�L�À�H�G���L�W��372

�$�O�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���D�J�U�H�H���L�Q���W�K�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���E�H�L�Q�J���E�X�L�O�W���E�\���6�H�P�L�U�D�P�L�V�����$���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�V���H�Y�H�Q�W��
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�V���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���S�U�D�L�V�H�V���L�Q���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���L�V���H�D�V�\���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����: �H���N�Q�R�Z���K�R�Z
�H�D�U�W�K�O�\���N�L�Q�J�V���G�H�V�L�U�H�����E�\���D�O�O���P�H�D�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���S�R�Z�H�U�����W�R���E�X�U�\���W�K�H���J�O�R�U�\���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���H�[�D�O�W�L�Q�J
�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���D�F�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���D���S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�O���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���H�G�L�À�F�H�V��
�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���S�D�O�D�F�H�V���R�U���F�L�W�L�H�V�����W�K�H�\���Z�L�V�K���W�R���V�H�H�P���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���V�R���W�R���H�[�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K���W�K�H���P�H�P�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���E�\
�Z�K�R�P���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H�D�O�O�\���O�D�L�G�����: �H���P�X�V�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�����W�K�H�Q�����%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���W�R���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�G�R�U�Q�H�G���E�\���. �L�Q�J
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����D�Q�G���V�R���K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�V���W�R���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���J�O�R�U�\�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���S�D�U�W���R�X�J�K�W���W�R���E�H���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G
�W�R���6�H�P�L�U�D�P�L�V���R�U���1�L�Q�X�V�����+�H�Q�F�H���W�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���Z�D�\���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�\�U�D�Q�W�V���V�S�H�D�N�����D�V���D�O�O���X�V�X�U�S�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�\�U�D�Q�W�V���G�R�����Z�K�H�Q
�W�K�H�\���G�U�D�Z���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�D�L�V�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���E�H�O�R�Q�J���W�R���R�W�K�H�U�V��373

Even so, during his reign Nebuchadnezzar embarked upon enormous and extensive construction projects further
enhancing the city.

�%�H�V�L�G�H�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���S�D�O�D�F�H�����K�H���U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���W�Z�R���W�H�P�S�O�H�V���W�R���0�D�U�G�X�N���L�Q���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���W�R���1�H�E�R���L�Q
�%�R�U�V�L�S�S�D�����K�H���D�O�V�R���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���À�I�W�H�H�Q���R�W�K�H�U���W�H�P�S�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���F�L�W�\���D�Q�G���H�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���W�Z�R���J�U�H�D�W���R�X�W�H�U���Z�D�O�O�V��374

�%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���Z�D�V���D���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�G���F�L�W�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�L�V���G�D�\�����1�L�Q�X�V���D�Q�G���6�H�P�L�U�D�P�L�V���D�U�H���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���P�X�F�K���W�R���P�D�N�H���L�W
�L�O�O�X�V�W�U�L�R�X�V�����%�X�W���W�K�H���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�D�V���W�H�Q�I�R�O�G�P�R�U�H���Z�K�D�W���K�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�W���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���5�R�P�H���R�I
�$�X�J�X�V�W�X�V���&�D�H�V�D�U���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J���5�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�����R�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���3�D�U�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���1�D�S�R�O�H�R�Q�V���Z�D�V
�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���3�D�U�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���)�L�U�V�W���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����������������7�K�H���R�O�G���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���E�X�W���R�Q�H���V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U��
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���U�H���I�R�U�P�H�G���L�W���R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�L�G�H�����D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���L�W���W�R���H�T�X�D�O���J�U�H�D�W�Q�H�V�V���R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�����F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�Z�R
�Z�L�W�K���V�S�O�H�Q�G�L�G���E�U�L�G�J�H�V�����O�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���Z�L�W�K���Z�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���J�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���Z�L�W�K���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V
�H�Q�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���H�[�L�V�W�H�G���D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H���E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H��375

�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���L�Q���W�K�H���*�U�R�W�H�I�H�Q�G���F�\�O�L�Q�G�H�U���������������G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V���������������D���S�D�O�D�F�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���E�R�W�K���I�R�U���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U
�D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V����� �́,�Q���W�K�R�V�H���G�D�\�V���,���E�X�L�O�W���W�K�H���S�D�O�D�F�H�����W�K�H���V�H�D�W���R�I���P�\���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����W�K�H���E�R�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���Y�D�V�W
�D�V�V�H�P�E�O�D�J�H���R�I���D�O�O���P�D�Q�N�L�Q�G�����W�K�H���G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H���R�I���M�R�\���D�Q�G���J�O�D�G�Q�H�V�V�����Z�K�H�U�H���,���������������O�D�L�G���L�W�V���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q
�(�D�U�W�K�·�V���Z�L�G�H���E�U�H�D�V�W���Z�L�W�K���E�L�W�X�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���E�U�L�F�N�V�����P�L�J�K�W�\���W�U�X�Q�N�V���R�I���F�H�G�D�U�V���,���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���I�U�R�P���/ �H�E�D�Q�R�Q�����W�K�H���E�U�L�J�K�W
�I�R�U�H�V�W�����I�R�U���L�W�V���U�R�R�À�Q�J�����,���F�D�X�V�H�G���L�W���W�R���E�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���P�L�J�K�W�\���Z�D�O�O���R�I���E�L�W�X�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���E�U�L�F�N�����W�K�H���U�R�\�D�O
�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�����W�K�H���O�R�U�G�O�\���L�Q�M�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���,���F�D�X�V�H�G���W�R���J�R���I�R�U�W�K���I�U�R�P���L�W���µ376

The most well-known project completed by Nebuchadnezzar was construction of the famous Hanging Gardens
of Babylon, considered one of the wonders of the world.

�7�K�H���R�O�G���S�D�O�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�V���R�I���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���V�W�R�R�G���R�Q���W�K�H���H�D�V�W���V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���(�X�S�K�U�D�W�H�V�����R�Y�H�U���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���L�W�����D�V���' �H�D�Q
�3�U�L�G�H�D�X�[���>�&�R�Q�Q�H�[�L�R�Q�����H�W�F�����S�D�U�W���������%�����������S�������������@���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V�����R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���V�W�R�R�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���S�D�O�D�F�H
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���E�X�L�O�W�����7�K�H���R�O�G���R�Q�H���Z�D�V���I�R�X�U���P�L�O�H�V���L�Q���F�L�U�F�X�P�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V���Q�H�Z���R�Q�H���Z�D�V���H�L�J�K�W���P�L�O�H�V��
�H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�U�H�H���Z�D�O�O�V�����R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����D�Q�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���I�R�U�W�L�À�H�G�����D�Q�G���L�Q���L�W���Z�H�U�H���K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����R�Q�H
�R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����P�D�G�H���E�\���K�L�P���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���R�I���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���$�P�\�L�W�L�V�����G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���$�V�W�\�D�J�H�V���N�L�Q�J���R�I
�0�H�G�L�D�����Z�K�R���E�H�L�Q�J���W�D�N�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�R�X�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�R�G�\���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���K�H�U���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����D�Q�G���U�H�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q
�L�Q�F�O�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�����G�H�V�L�U�H�G���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H���L�W���D�W���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q��377
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�7�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���H�O�H�Y�D�W�H�G���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����K�L�J�K���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���E�H���V�H�H�Q���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���Z�D�O�O�V�����7�K�H�\���E�R�D�V�W�H�G���P�D�Q�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W
�N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���S�O�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���S�D�O�P���W�U�H�H�V�����,�Q�J�H�Q�L�R�X�V���K�R�L�V�W�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�L�Y�H�G���E�\���Z�K�L�F�K���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���Z�D�W�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���K�L�J�K
�W�H�U�U�D�F�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���(�X�S�K�U�D�W�H�V���5�L�Y�H�U�����,�W���L�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���P�D�G�H���E�\���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���I�R�U���W�K�H
�H�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H�����Z�K�R���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���U�D�L�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���R�I���0�H�G�L�D��378

Archaeology confirms the Bible’s record of Nebuchadnezzar’s building projects.

�7�K�H���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���K�D�Y�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���W�H�O�O���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���J�U�H�D�W
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����7�K�H���(�D�V�W���,�Q�G�L�D���+�R�X�V�H���L�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�����Q�R�Z���L�Q���W�K�H���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���0�X�V�H�X�P�����K�D�V���V�L�[���F�R�O�X�P�Q�V���R�I
�%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�S�H�Q�G�R�X�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���R�Q���L�Q���H�Q�O�D�U�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G
�E�H�D�X�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����+�H���U�H�E�X�L�O�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���W�H�P�S�O�H�V���L�Q���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���D�Q�G���%�R�U�V�L�S�S�D���D�Q�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G
�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N���R�Q���W�K�H���G�R�F�N�V���D�Q�G���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����0�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���E�U�L�F�N�V���W�D�N�H�Q���R�X�W���R�I���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H
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The Greek historian, Herodotus, wrote of Babylon’s glory. 380
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The Jewish historian, Josephus, mentions additional historians who wrote of Babylon’s glory.
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There was a time when the Bible stood alone in attributing much of Babylon’s glory to the building efforts of
Nebuchadnezzar.
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for a royal dwelling

�c���� �þ�� ���! ���-������ �þ��  [�O�H
½�¬�%���P�D�O
ë���½], “for a house of kingship.” “Jerusalem, owing to its Theocratic relationship,
containing the throne of David, being the capital of the Messianic King, being the place where God will dwell
again, etc., is called ‘the house of the Lord,’ Psalm 122, Zechariah 8, etc., just as Nebuchadnezzar designated the
city Babylon (Daniel 4:30Œ) ‘the house of the Kingdom.’ ” 384

by my mighty power

By my mighty power is �����þ�$���� ���&���* �þ�- ���_ [�E�L�%�T�D�S�l��
Û�L�V�°], “by the strength of my forceful rule (or wealth).” 385

One reason pride is such a serious sin is because it misappropriates the glory due God and attributes it to self.
Nebuchadnezzar failed to recognize that his accomplishments and station in history had their origin in God’s
purpose. 386
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�G�H�W�U�D�F�W�V���I�U�R�P���*�R�G��387

Whether wisdom, might, or riches, all we possess comes from God and is subject to His will.
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�G�H�O�L�J�K�W���µ���V�D�\�V���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' �������-�H�U��������������������

Nebuchadnezzar’s self-adulation is like many powerful rulers throughout history, such as the Pharaoh of Egypt
and the king of Assyria, whose pride also resulted in God’s judgment.
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�µ�����(�]�H�����������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@
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�R�Q�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�V���H�J�J�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���O�H�I�W�����,���K�D�Y�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����$�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���Q�R���R�Q�H���Z�K�R���P�R�Y�H�G���K�L�V���Z�L�Q�J�����1�R�U
�R�S�H�Q�H�G���K�L�V���P�R�X�W�K���Z�L�W�K���H�Y�H�Q���D���S�H�H�S���µ���6�K�D�O�O���W�K�H���D�[���E�R�D�V�W���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���K�L�P���Z�K�R���F�K�R�S�V���Z�L�W�K���L�W�"���2�U���V�K�D�O�O���W�K�H
�V�D�Z���H�[�D�O�W���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���K�L�P���Z�K�R���V�D�Z�V���Z�L�W�K���L�W�"���$�V���L�I���D���U�R�G���F�R�X�O�G���Z�L�H�O�G���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���O�L�I�W���L�W���X�S�����2�U
�D�V���L�I���D���V�W�D�I�I���F�R�X�O�G���O�L�I�W���X�S�����D�V���L�I���L�W���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���Z�R�R�G�������,�V�D�������������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@
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The Apostle Paul explained to the church at Corinth one reason why God prefers to work through the hands of
the weak rather than the powerful.

�%�X�W���*�R�G���K�D�V���F�K�R�V�H�Q���W�K�H���I�R�R�O�L�V�K���W�K�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R���S�X�W���W�R���V�K�D�P�H���W�K�H���Z�L�V�H�����D�Q�G���*�R�G���K�D�V���F�K�R�V�H�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�D�N
�W�K�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R���S�X�W���W�R���V�K�D�P�H���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���P�L�J�K�W�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�D�V�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H
�W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���G�H�V�S�L�V�H�G���*�R�G���K�D�V���F�K�R�V�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���Q�R�W�����W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���W�R���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W
�D�U�H�����W�K�D�W���Q�R���Á�H�V�K���V�K�R�X�O�G���J�O�R�U�\���L�Q���+�L�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���������&�R�U�����������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

When God accomplishes great things at the hand of those who appear foolish, weak, base, and despised, it is
obvious the work is of God and not of those He chooses to work through. “In the sacred Canticle of the Virgin,
He casts down the proud from their seat, and exalts the abject and the humble (Luke 1:52).” 388  When God works
through those who are powerful, such as King Nebuchadnezzar, there is a much greater chance of His glory
being misappropriated.

for the honor of my majesty ������

Archaeological remains bear witness to the vanity and self-glorification motivating Nebuchadnezzar’s building
projects.

�&�K�D�U�O�H�V���R�I�I�H�U�V���D���Y�H�U�\���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���T�X�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���3�U�L�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�L�V���H�I�I�H�F�W����� �́1�H�D�U�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\���F�X�Q�H�L�I�R�U�P���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W
�Q�R�Z���H�[�W�D�Q�W���G�D�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�·�V���U�H�L�J�Q���W�U�H�D�W�V�����Q�R�W���R�I���F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W���D�Q�G���Z�D�U�I�D�U�H�����O�L�N�H���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���K�L�V���$�V�V�\�U�L�D�Q
�S�U�H�G�H�F�H�V�V�R�U�V�����E�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�O�O�V�����W�H�P�S�O�H�V�����D�Q�G���S�D�O�D�F�H�V���R�I���K�L�V���E�H�O�R�Y�H�G���F�L�W�\���R�I
�%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���µ390
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�' �D�Q�L�H�O���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���������������' �D�Q������������Œ�����L�W���U�H�D�G�V����� �́7�K�H���I�R�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���(�V�D�J�L�O�D���D�Q�G���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���,���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�H�G���D�Q�G
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���P�\���U�H�L�J�Q���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�µ�����%�$�%���������������3�0�2�7��������������391
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How frequently the first-person pronoun, “I,” occurs in inscriptions extolling Nebuchadnezzar’s
accomplishments!

�$���J�U�H�D�W���Z�D�O�O���Z�K�L�F�K���O�L�N�H���D���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���P�R�Y�H�G���,���P�D�G�H���R�I���P�R�U�W�D�U���D�Q�G���E�U�L�F�N�����������������,�W�V���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H
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Like Babel of old, through his building projects, Nebuchadnezzar sought to make a name for himself (Gen.
11:4). With time, his great accomplishments caused his heart to be lifted up and his spirit to be hardened by pride
—necessitating his removal from the throne (Dan. 5:20Œ).
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It is impossible to overstate the Bible’s emphasis upon this foundational sin. Everywhere one turns in Scripture,
pride is the subject of warning and condemnation. 395
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Perhaps the most dangerous aspect of pride is the subtlety with which it takes root.
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Pride is a potential snare for all, especially for those gifted with an unusual measure of talent, wisdom, or success
(Eze. 28:17). Jonathan Edwards, the great philosopher and theologian of the early 18�W�K century, 399  fought with
this besetting sin.
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Another dangerous aspect of pride is it’s blinding affect, impairing the ability to recognize pitfalls lying ahead:
the overestimation of one’s abilities leads to a failure to realistically assess the future (Pr. 16:18; 18:12). Pride
can easily take control when one’s gifting exceeds one’s character. Hence the biblical injunction to avoid placing
a novice into a high position (1Ti. 3:6). This is why the Bible places greater emphasis upon character than
gifting.

Ultimately, pride is a form of insanity—a disconnection from reality.
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�Z�K�L�F�K���R�Q�H���O�R�V�H�V���W�R�X�F�K���Z�L�W�K���U�H�D�O�L�W�\�����O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���D�Q���X�Q�U�H�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G�����6�D�Q�L�W�\���L�V���V�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�V���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�O�\��402

This is apparent in the actions of the ultimate mad genius: Satan. The apex of God’s creation and formerly full of
wisdom (Eze. 28:12-15), he embarked upon a program of self-deification (Isa. 14:14). When immense gifting
turns against God, immense folly—even insanity—results. How else can one explain the creature undertaking
war with the Creator (Rev. 16:13-14Œ)?
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�6�H�H���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����W�K�H���P�L�J�K�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�H�U���R�I���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�����F�U�H�H�S�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����G�H�Y�R�X�U�L�Q�J���J�U�D�V�V���O�L�N�H���R�[�H�Q�����X�Q�W�L�O
�K�L�V���Q�D�L�O�V���K�D�G���J�U�R�Z�Q���O�L�N�H���E�L�U�G�·�V���F�O�D�Z�V�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���K�D�L�U���O�L�N�H���H�D�J�O�H�·�V���I�H�D�W�K�H�U�V�����' �D�Q������������Œ�����3�U�L�G�H���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���E�R�D�V�W�H�U���D
�E�H�D�V�W�����D�V���R�Q�F�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���L�W���P�D�G�H���D�Q���D�Q�J�H�O���D���G�H�Y�L�O�����*�R�G���K�D�W�H�V���K�L�J�K���O�R�R�N�V�����D�Q�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�D�L�O�V���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���G�R�Z�Q�����$�O�O
�W�K�H���D�U�U�R�Z�V���R�I���*�R�G���D�U�H���D�L�P�H�G���D�W���S�U�R�X�G���K�H�D�U�W�V�����2���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�����L�V���W�K�L�Q�H���K�H�D�U�W���K�D�X�J�K�W�\���W�K�L�V���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�"���)�R�U���S�U�L�G�H���F�D�Q
�J�H�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�·�V���K�H�D�U�W���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�L�Q�Q�H�U�·�V������������403

In its elevation of self, pride fails to appreciate the temporal and fragile nature of life: that God alone inhabits
eternity and all else ultimately fades from memory.

�7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�D�O�W�K���$�Q�G���E�R�D�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���P�X�O�W�L�W�X�G�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���U�L�F�K�H�V�����1�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���F�D�Q���E�\���D�Q�\���P�H�D�Q�V
�U�H�G�H�H�P���K�L�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����1�R�U���J�L�Y�H���W�R���*�R�G���D���U�D�Q�V�R�P���I�R�U���K�L�P�����)�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�R�X�O�V���L�V���F�R�V�W�O�\�����$�Q�G���L�W
�V�K�D�O�O���F�H�D�V�H���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�����7�K�D�W���K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H���H�W�H�U�Q�D�O�O�\�����$�Q�G���Q�R�W���V�H�H���W�K�H���3�L�W�����)�R�U���K�H���V�H�H�V���Z�L�V�H���P�H�Q���G�L�H��
�/ �L�N�H�Z�L�V�H���W�K�H���I�R�R�O���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�H�Q�V�H�O�H�V�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q���S�H�U�L�V�K�����$�Q�G���O�H�D�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�D�O�W�K���W�R���R�W�K�H�U�V�����7�K�H�L�U���L�Q�Q�H�U���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���L�V
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�X�V�H�V���Z�L�O�O���O�D�V�W���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�����7�K�H�L�U���G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�V���W�R���D�O�O���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�\���F�D�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�Q�G�V���D�I�W�H�U
�W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���Q�D�P�H�V�����1�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���P�D�Q�����W�K�R�X�J�K���L�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�����G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�����+�H���L�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���E�H�D�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���S�H�U�L�V�K��
���3�V�����������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

�*�R�G���L�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���K�X�P�E�O�H���W�K�H�P�����K�H���K�D�V���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���Z�D�\�V���R�I���G�R�L�Q�J���L�W�����6�X�F�K���D�V���D�U�H���S�U�R�X�G���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���R�X�W�Z�D�U�G���E�H�D�X�W�\�����R�U
�W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���E�R�G�L�H�V�����K�H���F�D�Q�����E�\���V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���G�L�V�H�D�V�H���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�P�����P�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U���E�H�D�X�W�\���W�R���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H���O�L�N�H���D
�P�R�W�K�����D�Q�G���Z�H�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\�����V�X�F�K���D�V���D�U�H���H�O�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K
�K�R�Q�R�X�U�V���F�R�Q�I�H�U�U�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�P�����R�U���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���U�D�L�V�H�G���W�R�����K�H���F�D�Q���V�R�R�Q���V�W�U�L�S���W�K�H�P���R�I���D�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���U�L�F�K�H�V���E�\���R�Q�H
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����D�Q�G���E�U�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���V�W�D�Q�G���L�Q���V�O�L�S�S�H�U�\���S�O�D�F�H�V���R�I���K�R�Q�R�X�U���D�Q�G���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\���W�R
�G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���V�X�F�K���D�V���S�U�L�G�H���D�Q�G���S�O�X�P�H���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���Z�L�W���D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O
�H�Q�G�R�Z�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���P�L�Q�G�����K�H���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���D�Z�D�\���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�P�����D�V���K�H���G�L�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V
�P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�����D�Q�G���S�X�W���W�K�H�P���X�S�R�Q���D���O�H�Y�H�O���Z�L�W�K���E�U�X�W�H�V�����V�X�F�K���Z�K�R���E�H�K�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���J�R�R�G
�Z�R�U�N�V�����D�Q�G���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V���D�Q�G���K�R�O�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���G�H�V�S�L�V�H���R�W�K�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�N���W�R���E�H
�M�X�V�W�L�À�H�G���D�Q�G���V�D�Y�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�P�����D�Q�G���Q�R�W���W�R���E�H���E�H�K�R�O�G�H�Q���W�R���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U�����E�X�W���E�H���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���V�D�Y�L�R�X�U�V�����W�K�H�V�H���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G��
�E�\���K�L�V���6�S�L�U�L�W�����F�D�Q���K�X�P�E�O�H�����E�\���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���W�K�H���L�P�S�X�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H�L�U���L�P�S�R�W�H�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V
�V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�O�\���J�R�R�G�����W�K�H���L�P�S�H�U�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���E�H�V�W���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���W�R���M�X�V�W�L�I�\���W�K�H�P���L�Q���K�L�V���V�L�J�K�W�����V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���V�K�D�O�O
�D�S�S�H�D�U���W�R���E�H���S�R�O�O�X�W�H�G���D�Q�G���G�H�À�O�H�G���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�����Z�K�R���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Y�H�U�\���K�R�O�\�����D�Q�G���W�R���E�H���Y�H�U�\���Z�H�D�N���D�Q�G
�L�Q�V�X�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����W�R���G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�O�\���J�R�R�G�����Z�K�R���J�O�R�U�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���I�U�H�H
�Z�L�O�O�����D�Q�G���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���E�H�V�W���Z�R�U�N�V���D�U�H���Q�R���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���À�O�W�K�\���U�D�J�V�����D�Q�G���W�R���E�H���U�H�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U
�M�X�V�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���V�K�R�U�W�����K�H���K�X�P�E�O�H�V���E�\���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O���J�R�R�G���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H
�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���*�R�G��������������404

3.4.31 - Daniel 4:31  

While the word was still in the king’s mouth

Job understood the sudden way God’s judgment can intervene to pop any perception of sufficiency.

�)�R�U���K�H���K�D�V���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���D�Q�G���I�R�U�V�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���S�R�R�U�����+�H���K�D�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�O�\���V�H�L�]�H�G���D���K�R�X�V�H���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���E�X�L�O�G��
� �́%�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���N�Q�R�Z�V���Q�R���T�X�L�H�W�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���K�L�V���K�H�D�U�W�����+�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���V�D�Y�H���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H�V�����1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���O�H�I�W���I�R�U���K�L�P���W�R
�H�D�W�����7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���K�L�V���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���O�D�V�W�����,�Q���K�L�V���V�H�O�I���V�X�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\���K�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���G�L�V�W�U�H�V�V�����(�Y�H�U�\���K�D�Q�G���R�I
�P�L�V�H�U�\���Z�L�O�O���F�R�P�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���K�L�P�����: �K�H�Q���K�H���L�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�R���À�O�O���K�L�V���V�W�R�P�D�F�K�����* �R�G���Z�L�O�O���F�D�V�W���R�Q���K�L�P���W�K�H���I�X�U�\���R�I���+�L�V
�Z�U�D�W�K�����$�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���U�D�L�Q���L�W���R�Q���K�L�P���Z�K�L�O�H���K�H���L�V���H�D�W�L�Q�J���µ�����-�R�E�����������������������>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@

a voice fell from heaven

Although there are times when the voice of God is audible, 405  we are mainly to infer that the message of the
voice, however conveyed, found its source and authority in heaven.

�7�K�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���V�X�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O�����L�V���E�X�W���D���V�X�P�P�D�U�\�����D�Q�G���D�I�I�R�U�G�V���Q�R���W�U�X�V�W�Z�R�U�W�K�\���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R
�V�K�R�Z���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�L�V���«�þ�÷�%��� �ÿ���ø�{�ú�ë�÷�ø�v���>�S�K���Q�Õ���H�[���R�X�U�D�Q�R�X�@���Z�D�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I
�S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���R�U���R�I���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���F�D�X�V�H�V�����7�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���I�D�F�W���W�R���E�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�V���P�H�U�H�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O�O�\���H�[�F�L�W�H�G
�N�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���U�H�F�R�O�O�H�F�W���W�K�H���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���F�R�Q�Y�H�\�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P��������������406
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Long
Fingernails of

Chinese Doctor
(1920)

������

�,�W���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���*�R�G�·�V���R�Z�Q���Y�R�L�F�H�����D�V���D�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�·�V���E�D�S�W�L�V�P�����0�D�W�������������������W�K�H���7�U�D�Q�V�À�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�D�W�������������������D�Q�G
�W�K�H���7�U�L�X�P�S�K�D�O���(�Q�W�U�\�����-�R�K�Q�������������������R�U���L�W���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���Y�R�L�F�H���R�I���D�Q���D�Q�J�H�O��407

3.4.32 - Daniel 4:32  
See commentary on Daniel 4:15, Daniel 4:16, Daniel 4:23, and Daniel 4:25.

they shall drive you ������

See commentary on Daniel 4:25 concerning the pronoun, they.

3.4.33 - Daniel 4:33  

ate grass like an oxen

See commentary on Dan. 4:16.

his body was wet with the dew of heaven

See commentary on Daniel 4:15.

till his hair had grown like eagles’ �I�H�D�W�K�H�U�V and his nails like birds’ �F�O�D�Z�V

During Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction, his hair and fingernails were no longer trimmed. “In his
madness, he may have resisted anyone trying to cut his hair or trim his nails.” 410  His hair grew
to resemble the features of a bird of prey 411  and his nails became claw-like. 412

�$�O�O���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���F�D�V�H�����V�D�\�V���' �U�����0�H�D�G�����0�H�G�L�F�D���6�D�F�U�D�����F�K�����Y�L�L�������D�J�U�H�H
�V�R���Z�H�O�O���Z�L�W�K���K�\�S�R�F�K�R�Q�W�U�L�D�V�L�V�����W�K�D�W���W�R���P�H���L�W���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W���W�K�H���$�O�P�L�J�K�W�\���*�R�G���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�L�V
�G�U�H�D�G�I�X�O���G�L�V�W�H�P�S�H�U���X�S�R�Q���K�L�P�����D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U���L�W�V���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���K�H���U�D�Q���Z�L�O�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���À�H�O�G�V�����W�K�H�Q���I�D�Q�F�\�L�Q�J
�K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D�Q���R�[�����K�H���I�H�G���R�Q���J�U�D�V�V�����D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���R�I���F�D�W�W�O�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K
�Q�H�J�O�H�F�W���R�I���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����K�L�V���K�D�L�U���D�Q�G���Q�D�L�O�V���J�U�H�Z���W�R���D�Q���H�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H���O�H�Q�J�W�K�����V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U
�E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�L�F�N���D�Q�G���F�U�R�R�N�H�G�����U�H�V�H�P�E�O�L�Q�J���E�L�U�G�V�·���F�O�D�Z�V�����>�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�@413

Nebuchadnezzar’s nails grew to be significantly longer than normal, but were unable to reach
an extreme length if he crawled on all fours during the period of his affliction. 414

3.4.34 - Daniel 4:34  

at the end of the time

Bible chronologists estimate that Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction came to an end approximately
one year before his death, 415  in 563 B.C. 416

Archaeologists have yet to unearth an official account of the period of Nebuchadnezzar’s illness, but this is not
surprising. 417

�%�D�O�G�Z�L�Q���Q�R�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���O�D�V�W���W�K�L�U�W�\���\�H�D�U�V���L�V���V�S�D�U�V�H��418 ���D�Q�G���Q�R���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I
�W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�·�V���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q���D�Q�Q�D�O�V�����<�H�W���V�X�F�K���D���K�X�P�L�O�L�D�W�L�Q�J���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���Z�R�X�O�G
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���R�P�L�W�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�����I�R�U��� �́F�R�U�U�R�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�W���>�W�K�H���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�@���F�D�Q���K�D�U�G�O�\���H�Y�H�U���E�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G
�I�U�R�P���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\�����I�R�U���U�R�\�D�O���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���G�R���Q�R�W���O�H�D�Y�H���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�V���R�I���V�X�F�K���I�U�D�L�O�W�L�H�V���µ�������>�0�R�Q�W�J�R�P�H�U�\�����$���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G
�(�[�H�J�H�W�L�F�D�O���&�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���R�Q���W�K�H���%�R�R�N���R�I���' �D�Q�L�H�O�������������������@��419

lifted my eyes to heaven
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Lifting the eyes is mentioned first, implying it signified an awareness, even in his afflicted condition, of a
dependence upon heaven.

�7�K�L�V���S�K�U�D�V�H���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���P�H�U�H�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q���K�L�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���X�S���W�R���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V�����D�Q�G���Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���E�R�G�L�O�\���H�\�H�V��
�E�X�W���K�L�V���V�H�Q�V�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�Y�L�Q�H���0�D�M�H�V�W�\���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����K�L�V���S�U�D�\�L�Q�J���W�R���K�L�P�����O�L�I�W�L�Q�J���X�S���W�K�H���H�\�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J
�D���S�U�D�\�H�U���J�H�V�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���K�L�P��420

This is when Abraham found the divinely-provided ram caught in a thicket by its horns (Gen. 22:13) and Jacob
received divine revelation concerning how to multiply his flocks (Gen. 31:10). This is the foundation of
repentance: acknowledging our inadequacy and turning to embrace God’s evaluation of our condition (Luke
15:16-17). In recognizing God, Nebuchadnezzar no longer occupied the place of a beast.

�7�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���*�R�G���L�V���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���E�H�D�V�W�V���D�Q�G���P�H�Q�����,�Q���D�Q�\���D�J�H�����W�K�H���J�O�R�U�\���R�I
�P�D�Q���L�V���W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���*�R�G���D�Q�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���K�L�V���S�O�D�F�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���6�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q���R�I���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H��421

In our own time, uncritical acceptance of the Theory of Evolution is laying the groundwork for ever-more-
beastly behavior among men. Contrary to the Word of God, evolutionary theory demotes man to nothing more
than a highly-evolved beast. The denial of man’s uniqueness from the created beasts—man alone possesses the
image of God (Gen. 1:26)—has opened the floodgates to all manner of mischief. Otherwise thoughtful and
highly-educated judges now consider granting legal rights and even personhood to animals. Meanwhile, the
creation and termination of human life is seen as little more significant than of beasts. 422  It seems inevitable
evolutionary philosophy will continue to feed the growing apostasy and confused thinking from which the
ultimate “beastly human” will spring forth to rule the world: the Antichrist. See Image of God or Beast?

Looking up is the antithesis of pride. “As long as you are proud you cannot know God. A proud man is always
looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something
that is above you.” 423

my understanding returned to me ������

Understanding is from �%���a�þ�#���!  [�P�D�Q�G�D�>], “sanity, understanding which focuses on proper thought processes.” 425

�,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�����R�Q���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���G�H�S�U�L�Y�H�G���R�I���U�H�D�V�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���D���Y�R�L�F�H
�V�H�H�P�H�G���W�R���V�S�H�D�N���W�R���K�L�P���I�U�R�P���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���Z�K�R�O�O�\���L�Q�V�D�Q�H���R�U���L�G�L�R�W�L�F���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�D�O
�R�I���V�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�D�V�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���K�L�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���X�S���W�R���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H���I�U�R�P���Z�K�H�U�H
�W�K�D�W���Y�R�L�F�H���V�H�H�P�H�G���W�R���F�R�P�H�����D�V���L�I���L�W���Z�H�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���W�R���K�L�P�����,�Q���V�R�P�H���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�H�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�H�Q���L�W
�F�R�P�H�V���V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\���X�S�R�Q���D���P�D�Q�����W�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���Z�K�R�O�O�\���W�R���D�Q�Q�L�K�L�O�D�W�H���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�D�O�����V�R���W�K�D�W�����Z�K�H�Q���U�H�D�V�R�Q���L�V���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G��
�W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�V���L�Q���K�L�V���U�H�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�K�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���U�H�D�V�R�Q���F�H�D�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W
�Z�K�H�Q���L�W���L�V���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G��426

His mental condition remained altered during the entire period such that he may have been unaware of all that
was happening to him and unable to repent while under the trial—only God knows. The decree indicated in
advance the period of judgment would last a full seven years.

In Daniel’s vision of the four beasts, it is said of the first beast (representing Babylon), “The first was like a lion,
and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to
stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to it” (Dan. 7:4Œ). The giving of a man’s heart to the
lion may refer to Nebuchadnezzar’s restoration from his affliction. 427

I blessed the Most High

True worship is born out of repentance and conversion. 428  To fully appreciate the good news of reconciliation
with God, we must first comprehend the bad news of our situation apart from God: as enemies of God (Rom.
5:10). This fuels thankfulness and gratitude which energizes praise and worship of God.
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�%�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' �����2���P�\���V�R�X�O�����$�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���P�H�����E�O�H�V�V���+�L�V���K�R�O�\���Q�D�P�H�����%�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���/ �2�5�' �����2���P�\���V�R�X�O��
�$�Q�G���I�R�U�J�H�W���Q�R�W���D�O�O���+�L�V���E�H�Q�H�À�W�V�����: �K�R���I�R�U�J�L�Y�H�V���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���L�Q�L�T�X�L�W�L�H�V�����: �K�R���K�H�D�O�V���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V�����: �K�R���U�H�G�H�H�P�V
�\�R�X�U���O�L�I�H���I�U�R�P���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����: �K�R���F�U�R�Z�Q�V���\�R�X���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Y�L�Q�J�N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���W�H�Q�G�H�U���P�H�U�F�L�H�V�������������������3�V��������������������

See commentary on Daniel 4:37.

3.4.35 - Daniel 4:35  

the inhabitants of the earth �D�U�H reputed as nothing

�7�K�L�V���L�V���W�R���E�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���Q�R�W���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���D�V���L�Q���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����I�R�U���D�V���V�X�F�K���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�����W�K�H�L�U���E�R�G�L�H�V���D�U�H
�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�����D�Q�G���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�N�H�����I�R�U�P�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U
�G�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���V�R�X�O�V���D�U�H���\�H�W���P�R�U�H���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H�����D�U�H���R�I���P�R�U�H���Z�R�U�W�K���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����E�H�L�Q�J���L�P�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O
�D�Q�G���L�P�P�R�U�W�D�O�����E�X�W���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���*�R�G�����L�Q���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H�\���O�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���P�R�Y�H�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�D�W���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H�\
�K�D�Y�H�����D�Q�G���E�\���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q���L�W������������429

�%�H�K�R�O�G�����W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���D�V���D���G�U�R�S���L�Q���D���E�X�F�N�H�W�����$�Q�G���D�U�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O���G�X�V�W���R�Q���W�K�H���V�F�D�O�H�V�����/ �R�R�N�����+�H���O�L�I�W�V
�X�S���W�K�H���L�V�O�H�V���D�V���D���Y�H�U�\���O�L�W�W�O�H���W�K�L�Q�J�����������������$�O�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���+�L�P���D�U�H���D�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�����$�Q�G���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���E�\���+�L�P
�O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�W�K�O�H�V�V�������,�V�D����������������������

�,�W���L�V���+�H���Z�K�R���V�L�W�V���D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����$�Q�G���L�W�V���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V���D�U�H���O�L�N�H���J�U�D�V�V�K�R�S�S�H�U�V�����: �K�R���V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�V���R�X�W
�W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V���O�L�N�H���D���F�X�U�W�D�L�Q�����$�Q�G���V�S�U�H�D�G�V���W�K�H�P���R�X�W���O�L�N�H���D���W�H�Q�W���W�R���G�Z�H�O�O���L�Q�������,�V�D����������������

no one can restrain His hand

Restrain is from �� ���� �þ�!  [�P�H
Û�Ã�=], “hold back, prevent, hinder, impede.” 430

�$�Q�G���Q�R�Q�H���F�D�Q���V�W�D�\���K�L�V���K�D�Q�G�������O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\����� �́Q�R�Q�H���F�D�Q���V�P�L�W�H���X�S�R�Q���K�L�V���K�D�Q�G�µ�����*�H�V�H�Q�L�X�V����� �́/ �H�[���µ�������W�K�D�W���L�V�����Q�R�Q�H���F�D�Q
�U�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q���K�L�V���K�D�Q�G�����7�K�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���L�V���W�D�N�H�Q�����V�D�\�V���%�H�U�W�K�R�O�G�W�����I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�X�V�W�R�P���R�I���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G
�Z�K�H�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�R���G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�U�R�Q�J�����L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q���W�K�H�P��431

Nebuchadnezzar’s pronouncement resembles statements by Job, who also experienced a hard lesson concerning
God’s sovereignty (Job 9:12; 42:1-2). The sovereignty of God is a foundational theme of Scripture, but so too is
the responsibility of man in response (Mat. 26:24; Mark 14:21; Luke 22:22; Acts 2:22-24). In his affliction,
Nebuchadnezzar had learned both: God sovereignly humbled him until he knew (responded with understanding)
“that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses” (Dan. 4:32Œ).

Or say to Him, “What have You Done?”

We are tempted to question God, yet we must remember God’s will must not be challenged. We may not
understand it, we may chafe under it, but the vast distance in glory, power, and intellect between the Creator and
His fallen creatures calls for the utmost reverence and respect on our part. To do otherwise is folly and sin (Job
40:1-4; Isa. 40:13-14; 45:9-10). This is especially true as we attempt to understand human responsibility in light
of God’s sovereignty. In his letter to the church at Rome, Paul confronted this issue.

�<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���V�D�\���W�R���P�H���W�K�H�Q����� �́: �K�\���G�R�H�V���+�H���V�W�L�O�O���À�Q�G���I�D�X�O�W�"���)�R�U���Z�K�R���K�D�V���U�H�V�L�V�W�H�G���+�L�V���Z�L�O�O�"�µ���%�X�W���L�Q�G�H�H�G�����2���P�D�Q��
�Z�K�R���D�U�H���\�R�X���W�R���U�H�S�O�\���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���*�R�G�"���: �L�O�O���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U�P�H�G���V�D�\���W�R���K�L�P���Z�K�R���I�R�U�P�H�G���L�W����� �́: �K�\���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���P�D�G�H���P�H
�O�L�N�H���W�K�L�V�"�µ�����5�R�P��������������������

Paul indicates there are some questions, in our limited intellectual capacity and out of reverence for God, we
must leave unanswered.

�<�R�X���P�D�\���Q�R�W���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���I�U�H�H���Z�L�O�O�����E�X�W���W�D�N�H���Z�K�D�W���*�R�G���V�K�R�Z�V���\�R�X���D�Q�G���O�H�D�Y�H���W�K�H
�U�H�V�W���W�R���+�L�P�����*�R�G���K�D�V���W�K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�����¶�6�H�F�U�H�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���E�H�O�R�Q�J���X�Q�W�R���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���R�X�U���*�R�G�·�����' �H�X���������������������+�D�E�D�N�N�X�N���V�D�\�V
�¶�W�K�H���M�X�V�W���V�K�D�O�O���O�L�Y�H���E�\���I�D�L�W�K�·���D�Q�G���I�D�L�W�K���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���P�H�D�Q�V���R�X�U���E�H�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���Q�R�W���W�R���N�Q�R�Z�����7�K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���N�Q�R�Z
�P�D�\���E�H���V�K�H�H�U���L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O���S�U�L�G�H�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D�Q�W�L�Q�R�P�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���I�D�L�W�K���V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���P�X�V�W���V�D�\���W�Z�R
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Sanity Restored

������

�W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�³ �*�R�G���L�V���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�����P�D�Q���L�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�����$�E�R�Y�H���D�O�O���Z�H���P�X�V�W���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�D�W���Z�H���D�U�H
�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���+�R�O�\���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����/ �H�W���X�V���E�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���K�X�P�E�O�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���+�L�P�����0�D�W������������������432

3.4.36 - Daniel 4:36  

My counselors and nobles resorted to me

Counselors is from �+���� ���a����  [�K�D�G�G�Ã
½�D�U], “royal official (the
exact nature of duty not known) [or] adviser, counselor,
minister.” 434  Nobles is from �"�����#���� �þ�+�þ�� ���+ [�U�D
½�U�H
½�Ã�Q�°�Q], “great
ones,” “the aristocratic social class that had high status and
access to the king.” 435  Resorted is from �� ���%�þ�_ [�E�H�>�¤].

�7�K�H���� ���%���_���>�E�L�>�Ã�=�@�����W�R���V�H�H�N�����G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H
�N�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G�����G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���K�L�V���L�Q�V�D�Q�L�W�\�����W�R
�Z�D�Q�G�H�U���D�E�R�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G�V���D�Q�G���I�R�U�H�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q�\
�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����D�V���%�H�U�W�K�R�O�G�W���D�Q�G���+�L�W�]�L�J���W�K�L�Q�N�����E�X�W���L�W���G�H�Q�R�W�H�V���W�K�H
�V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�Q�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���Z�K�R�P���D���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���K�D�V���W�R���E�H
�G�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H�G�����D�V���' �D�Q������������Œ�����W�K�X�V�����K�H�U�H�����W�K�H���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���P�L�J�K�W���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���W�R���K�L�P���D�J�D�L�Q���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��436

Critics find it incredible, in view of what history records
concerning the volatility attending the reign of kings, that
Nebuchadnezzar could have suffered through an extended
period of madness without his rule being usurped. The
preservation of Nebuchadnezzar’s government during his
absence and the subsequent restoration of his rule is
historically anomalous, 437  but there are ready explanations for
this unusual result.

When a king suffered from a malady or was absent from his
capital, it was not uncommon for his son to serve as coregent.
In the next chapter, we find Belshazzar ruling as coregent
while Nabonidus is absent from Babylon. King Solomon began
his reign as coregent with his aging father, King David (1K. 1:39; 1Chr. 23:1; 29:22). King Hezekiah, his father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather had coregencies with their fathers. 438

Jewish legend suggests Nebuchadnezzar’s son, �$�P�Õ�O-�0�D�U�G�X�N may have served as king during his father’s
absence. 439  Another possibility is the queen, with Daniel’s able and loyal assistance, served in Nebuchadnezzar’s
stead. 440  Daniel, who was highly-placed within the government, would have been convinced of the certainty of
the predicted malady should Nebuchadnezzar fail to respond to the divine warning in repentance. Daniel would
have done whatever was possible to prepare for this eventuality—especially in view of the divine-prediction of
its limited period. 441  Once the divinely-predicted judgment fell, the remarkable turn of events would have
convinced the counselors and nobles of the certainty of the divinely-predicted recovery: “Nevertheless leave the
stump and roots in the earth . . . And let [only] seven times pass over him” (Dan. 4:15-16Œ). 442  Any counselors
and nobles who might have been tempted to exploit Nebuchadnezzar’s predicament for their own advancement
could have been dissuaded by the possibility of reprisal if Nebuchadnezzar recovered as predicted. Moreover, the
nobles and counselors would have been motivated to preserve the status-quo, because a regime change would
have likely been to their disadvantage. 443
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�>�' �D�Q�L�H�O�@�����Q�R���G�R�X�E�W�����L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�O�R�U�V���R�I���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���V�D�Q�L�W�\�����,�Q���W�K�L�V�����*�R�G���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�O�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W�V���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V
�F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�O�R�U�V���W�R���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�H�����T�X�L�W�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���W�R���Z�K�D�W���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���L�Q���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H
�V�O�L�J�K�W�H�V�W���V�L�J�Q���R�I���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V���U�X�O�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���F�U�X�H�O�O�\���P�X�U�G�H�U�H�G��444

Within any extensive and successful empire, such as was Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon, most day-to-day decisions
and governmental affairs are maintained by an expansive infrastructure run by capable staff for extended periods
without a monarch’s personal attention.

�,�W�·�V���D���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���I�U�R�P���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���W�K�D�W���O�L�W�W�O�H���L�V���V�D�L�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���G�L�G���Q�R�W���L�P�S�O�R�G�H�����S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�D�V���V�X�F�K���D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���L�Q���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�N�H���' �D�Q�L�H�O�����D�Q�G���+�D�Q�D�Q�L�D�K�����0�L�V�K�D�H�O���D�Q�G���$�]�D�U�L�D�K�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���L�V���R�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H
�À�H�O�G���H�D�W�L�Q�J���J�U�D�V�V�����D�Q�G���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���F�R�P�H���L�Q���D�W���Q�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Q�D�L�O�V���K�D�Y�H���J�U�R�Z�Q���O�R�Q�J���O�L�N�H���H�D�J�O�H�·�V���F�O�D�Z�V���D�Q�G���K�L�V���K�D�L�U
�L�V���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���K�L�V���N�Q�H�H�V���D�Q�G���P�D�W�W�H�G���D�Q�G���K�H���K�D�V�Q�·�W���K�D�G���D���E�D�W�K���L�Q���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���J�R���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G��445

�4�X�L�W�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���W�K�H���&�K�D�O�G�H�D�Q�V���K�D�G���F�K�D�U�J�H���R�I���D�I�I�D�L�U�V�����6�X�F�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�R�P�H���I�U�R�P
�K�L�V���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W�����&�I�����$�Q�W�L�T��������������������� �́³ �W�K�H���D�I�I�D�L�U�V���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�K�D�O�G�H�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G
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Ultimately, Nebuchadnezzar’s government was preserved during his malady simply because it was God’s will.
Nebuchadnezzar had experienced the severity of God’s severe judgment: now he benefited from God’s
undeserved grace.
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There is disagreement whether the period of Nebuchadnezzar’s malady can be confirmed from the extra-biblical
historical record of our day. 448  Yet, if Daniel, the king’s son, the queen, and the counselors and nobles acted in
concert to preserve governmental operations during this period, then we shouldn’t expect evidence within the
extra-biblical historical record of the king’s incapacity.

excellent majesty was added to me

“God restored more to him than he lost. This is similar to the case of Job who is restored with twice what he
lost.” 449

3.4.37 - Daniel 4:37  

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of Heaven

Now, in comparison to when he had only limited regard for God.

It is impossible to be dogmatic on the issue, but I am among those who believe we will meet Nebuchadnezzar in
heaven. I believe there is significant evidence indicating Nebuchadnezzar was converted, becoming a genuine
believer in the One True God.

Honoring God - On previous occasions, Nebuchadnezzar praised and honored Daniel whereas now his
focus is on God alone. 450

Praising God - The praise Nebuchadnezzar directs toward God is reminiscent of the vocabulary of other
believers as found in the Psalms. 451
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Knowing God - “There is discernible progress in his knowledge of God. Cf. Dan. 2:47Œ with Dan. 3:28Œ
and finally with Dan. 4:34-35Œ. . . . The king acknowledges the utter sovereignty of God with respect to his
won experience (Dan. 4:37Œb). . . . The king utters true statements concerning the omnipotence of the true
God (Dan. 4:35-35Œ). . . . The king would worship this God, whom he identifies as King of heaven (Dan.
4:37Œa). These reasons lead me to believe that, although the faith of Nebuchadnezzar may indeed have
been weak and his knowledge meager, yet his faith was saving faith, and his knowledge true.” 452

Transformation - There is significant evidence of a God-ward change in Nebuchadnezzar’s world view.
“Now you can immediately tell, based on what we have studied in Daniel 1Œ-3Œ that something has
happened. Nebuchadnezzar hasn’t been talking like this. There’s a complete change in this man . . .” 453
“Just compare Daniel 4:35Œ with Daniel 3:15Œ, look at the difference in this man, how far he’s come in
twenty years. Twenty years ago this is what he was saying, ‘And who is that God, that shall deliver you
out of my hand.’ Twenty years later he says ‘none can stay His hand.’ How was Nebuchadnezzar
changed?” 454  “When it says, ‘How great are His signs!’ notice the exclamation point, there’s an
involvement, this is a worship. In fact, verses 1-3 depict Nebuchadnezzar in an act of worship because it’s
an act of praise; it’s a public rehearsal of the works and words of God.” 455

Contrast with Belshazzar - In the next chapter, Daniel contrasts the godly repentance of Nebuchadnezzar
with Belshazzar’s failure to humble himself. “But when his [Nebuchadnezzar’s] heart was lifted up, and
his spirit was hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him.
Then he was driven from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with
the wild donkeys. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he
knew that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He
chooses. But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all this” [emphasis
added] (Dan. 5:20-22Œ).
Jeremiah - Nebuchadnezzar developed a high regard for the prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 39:11-12). Jeremiah
may have even witnessed to Nebuchadnezzar. 456

�6�L�[���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���D�Q���D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�����)�L�U�V�W��
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�H�G���W�K�H���0�R�V�W���+�L�J�K���*�R�G���������������6�H�F�R�Q�G�����W�K�H���N�L�Q�J���V�K�R�Z�V���K�X�P�L�O�L�W�\�����������������7�K�L�U�G��
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���*�R�G�·�V���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\�����W�U�X�W�K�����D�Q�G���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����������������)�R�X�U�W�K�����7�K�H���0�R�V�W���+�L�J�K���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�����E�X�W���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���K�L�P���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�O�\���������������)�L�I�W�K�����1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���X�V�H�G���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����7�K�H
�P�R�Q�D�U�F�K���E�H�J�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�Q�G�V���K�L�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���E�\���D�S�S�H�D�O�L�Q�J���W�R���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�����' �D�Q����������Œ��������Œ�������6�L�[�W�K�����W�K�H
�H�P�S�H�U�R�U���D�X�W�K�R�U�H�G���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�����0�X�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���H�S�L�V�W�O�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q���������������,�Q���V�R�P�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�V��
�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���V�W�D�Q�G�V���D�V���W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�O�H���3�D�X�O���R�I���W�K�H���2�O�G���7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W���������������%�R�W�K���������������L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V��
�%�R�W�K���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���D�E�R�Y�H�����%�R�W�K���K�D�G���P�L�U�D�F�O�H�V���D�Q�G���D���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\
�W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V���������������$�Q�G���E�R�W�K���F�D�Q���U�H�O�D�W�H���W�R���D�Q���R�[�����1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���E�H�F�D�P�H���O�L�N�H���D�Q���R�[�����' �D�Q������������Œ�����Z�K�L�O�H
�6�D�X�O���Z�D�V���D�V���V�W�X�E�E�R�U�Q���D�V���D�Q���R�[�����K�H��� �́N�L�F�N�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���>�R�[�@���J�R�D�G�V���µ���$�F�W�V����������������457

Interpreters who believe we will meet Nebuchadnezzar in heaven include: the writers of the Augsburg
Confession, 458  Benware, 459  Clarke, 460  Clough, 461  Combs, 462  Constable, 463  Dean, 464  Greene, 465  Hassler, 466
Howe, 467  Ironside, 468  Jeremiah, 469  Miller, 470  MacArthur, 471Pentecost, 472  Rushdoony, 473  Scofield, 474  Seiss, 475
Smith, 476Walvoord, 477  Wiseman, 478  and Wood. 479

Other interpreters, such as Archer, 480  Calvin, 481  Hengstenberg, 482  Leupold, 483  Pusey, 484  and Steinmann, are
unconvinced of Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion.
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If Nebuchadnezzar was saved, the first ruler of the Times of the Gentiles will be in heaven whereas the last ruler
is destined for the Lake of Fire (Rev. 19:20Œ).

Nebuchadnezzar’s praise of God joins the Gentile chorus in fulfillment of numerous Old Testament predictions
that Gentiles will acknowledge and praise the God of Israel (1K. 8:41-43; 2K. 5:15; Ps. 117:1; Mal. 1:11). 486

those who walk in pride

See commentary on Daniel 4:30

all of whose works �D�U�H truth, and His ways justice
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�R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����D�V���Z�K�D�W���L�V���G�R�Q�H���E�\���P�D�Q���R�I�W�H�Q���L�V�����+�R�Z���R�I�W�H�Q���D�U�H���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�V���R�I���P�D�Q�����H�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�K�H
�E�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�����E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���V�R�P�H���I�D�O�V�H���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����R�Q���V�R�P�H���Y�L�H�Z�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���E�\���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���W�R���K�D�Y�H
�E�H�H�Q���H�U�U�R�Q�H�R�X�V�����%�X�W���*�R�G���V�H�H�V���W�K�L�Q�J�V���S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\���D�V���W�K�H�\���D�U�H�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�V���Z�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�R�Q�H���L�Q
�H�Y�H�U�\���F�D�V�H��487

Nebuchadnezzar does not begrudge his harsh experience. He accepts God’s severe punishment—probably lasting
a full seven years—as being perfectly just. How different this is from many who ignore God when experiencing
His blessings, but immediately blame Him when trouble comes their way! This seems to be additional evidence
of a true change within Nebuchadnezzar’s heart. Nebuchadnezzar came to understand a principle the apostle Paul
subsequently expounded:

�7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H���G�R���Q�R�W���O�R�V�H���K�H�D�U�W�����(�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���R�X�U���R�X�W�Z�D�U�G���P�D�Q���L�V���S�H�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J�����\�H�W���W�K�H���L�Q�Z�D�U�G���P�D�Q���L�V���E�H�L�Q�J
�U�H�Q�H�Z�H�G���G�D�\���E�\���G�D�\�����)�R�U���R�X�U���O�L�J�K�W���D�I�Á�L�F�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���E�X�W���I�R�U���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W�����L�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���X�V���D���I�D�U���P�R�U�H
�H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�W�H�U�Q�D�O���Z�H�L�J�K�W���R�I���J�O�R�U�\�������������������&�R�U��������������������

those who walk in pride He is able to put down ������

Put down is �� ���� ���n�þ�X���� �þ��  [�O�H�K�D�#�S�Ã�O�¤] from �� ���' �þ�X [�#�H�S�l�D�O] (hafel stem) cause to be humbled. 489

�7�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V���V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H�U�H�E�\���D�G�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���*�R�G�·�V���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�Y�H�Q��
�\�H�D�U���L�Q�V�D�Q�L�W�\���K�H���K�D�G���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G��490

Years later, Belshazzar would learn of Nebuchadnezzar’s experience, but fail to benefit from it.

�%�X�W���\�R�X���K�L�V���>�1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U�·�V�@���V�R�Q�����%�H�O�V�K�D�]�]�D�U�����K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���K�X�P�E�O�H�G���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���\�R�X���N�Q�H�Z���D�O�O���W�K�L�V��
�$�Q�G���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���O�L�I�W�H�G���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���X�S���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���/ �R�U�G���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����7�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���R�I���+�L�V���K�R�X�V�H
�E�H�I�R�U�H���\�R�X�����D�Q�G���\�R�X���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���O�R�U�G�V�����\�R�X�U���Z�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���F�R�Q�F�X�E�L�Q�H�V�����K�D�Y�H���G�U�X�Q�N���Z�L�Q�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�P�����$�Q�G���\�R�X
�K�D�Y�H���S�U�D�L�V�H�G���W�K�H���J�R�G�V���R�I���V�L�O�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���J�R�O�G�����E�U�R�Q�]�H���D�Q�G���L�U�R�Q�����Z�R�R�G���D�Q�G���V�W�R�Q�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�R���Q�R�W���V�H�H���R�U���K�H�D�U���R�U���N�Q�R�Z��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���*�R�G���Z�K�R���K�R�O�G�V���\�R�X�U���E�U�H�D�W�K���L�Q���+�L�V���K�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���R�Z�Q�V���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���Z�D�\�V�����\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���J�O�R�U�L�À�H�G�������' �D�Q��������������
����Œ��

3.4.38 - Lessons from Chapter 4

The fourth chapter of Daniel contains numerous lessons we can apply in our own lives.

Fallen Human Nature is Beastly - Before coming to Christ, we are like Nebuchadnezzar: we think highly
of ourselves until God reveals our pride and sinful inclinations. “Tragically it seems that human nature is
such that every society has enough misfits, fanatics, sadists and murderers to run concentration camps.” 492
The Bible reveals every person is fundamentally marred as a result of Adam’s fall into sin. Sin does not
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Lessons for Living
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make us sinners, we sin because of our fallen nature: “all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23); “the Scripture has confined all under
sin” (Gal. 3:22); “if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us” (1Jn. 1:8). Even when we think we are acting upon laudable
principles, our self-centered motives betray us. It isn’t that we sin in everything
we do, but—apart from the work of the Holy Spirit within us—every aspect of
our nature is adversely affected by Adam’s disobedience (Rom. 5:12-14; 1Cor.
15:21-22; Acts 17:26). “But sinful men are full of sin; principles and acts of sin;
their guilt is like great mountains, heaped one upon another till the pile is grown
up to heaven. They are totally corrupt, in every part, in all their faculties; in all
the principles of their nature, their understanding, and wills; and in all their
dispositions and affections. Their heads, their hearts, are totally depraved; all the
members of their bodies are only instruments of sin; and all their senses, seeing,
hearing, tasting, etc., are only inlets and outlets of sin, channels of corruption.
There is nothing but sin, no good at all. Rom. 7:18.” 493  This painful reality is
illustrated by Scripture’s depiction of nations as beasts. 494  Like Nebuchadnezzar, we are initially
convinced of our self-righteouness (Rom. 10:3). Until we acknowledge our sin, we refuse to look up and
avail ourselves of God’s remedy for our condition. See The Deification of Man and Image of God or
Beast?
God’s Global Concern for the Lost - “God’s concern for persons in every part of the world may also be
observed here. Even in pagan Babylon there was a witness—spiritual light—to the power and reality of
Yahweh. Nebuchadnezzar and all his subjects were precious to the Lord and were granted a revelation
capable of leading them to salvation (cf. 1 Tim 2:4).” 495  How difficult it can be for us to accept the depth
of God’s concern and the enormous grace He extends to others (Jonah 1:2-3; 4:10-11; Luke 4:25-28; 7:39;
Acts 22:21-22).
Evangelization Requires Patience - On God’s part and our own. “God had spoken once to
Nebuchadnezzar in giving him the dream of the great image of the Times of the Gentiles. But the heart of
the king was wilful, and he continued to go on with his own purpose, in his pride and folly. God spoke
twice by the marvelous vision of the Son of God in the midst of the fiery furnace, keeping His faithful
witnesses from all danger and harm. But again the proud king kept on his way, with unsubject heart and
unsubdued will. Now God speaks the third time, and this in a most humiliating manner, to this great
world-ruler’s confusion before his princes.” 496  “One of the interesting principles that we discover right
away is that God works slowly. Between chapter 1 and chapter 4 of the book of Daniel there are anywhere
between 20 and 25 years of time. So it is taking the Holy Spirit a long time, decades, to bring this one
person out of total paganism to Himself.” 497  “The Holy Spirit has taken at least two decades to bring
Nebuchadnezzar around to Himself . . . two decades of time have been involved in this situation. He was
not won by a two minute presentation of the gospel with an invitation to accept Jesus into his heart.
Nebuchadnezzar was worked upon by various ways and means for many, many years.” 498  “It took four
teenage boys plus circumstances that were engineered by the Holy Spirit, plus 25 years; add it together and
you have an entire evangelization of the world at that time, at least of the Babylonian Empire; millions of
people were reached with the Word of God, with an investment of four lives and 20 years.” 499

The Blessing of Faithful Friends - The preservation of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign during his period of
madness is extraordinary and could not have happened apart from the loyalty of his court. There can be
little doubt Daniel’s faithful support of the king had a great deal to do with the preservation of
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom and his restoration. “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for
adversity” (Pr. 17:17).
God Opposes the Proud - So long as we exhibit a prideful attitude, we are of little use to God. “In God
we are anything he pleases, in ourselves we are nothing.” 500  “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the
humble” (Jas. 4:6b). “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted” (Mat. 23:12). The apex of Nebuchadnezzar’s spiritual and personal development occurs in this
chapter when he finally realizes he is nothing apart from God. See commentary on Daniel 4:30.
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God Responds to Repentance - When God gives a warning we continue to ignore, He is forced to bring
judgment. “Twelve months of trial and opportunity for reform were given. God is slow in the execution of
His threatenings, and very long-suffering to usward. But when wickedness has come to the full His
visitations are apt to be terrifically sudden.” 501  Nevertheless, once we do repent, He quickly responds with
forgiveness and restoration. “. . . if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all
My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the
transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because of the righteousness
which he has done, he shall live. Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord
GOD, “and not that he should turn from his ways and live?” (Eze. 18:21-23).

For a list of New Testament passages containing references, allusions, and themes found in this chapter, see
Daniel 4 in the New Testament.
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���3�K�L�O�D�G�H�O�S�K�L�D�����3�$�����-�H�Z�L�V�K���3�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���6�R�F�L�H�W�\�����������������F���������������' �D�Q��������������������
8 � �́7�K�H���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���Y�H�U�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���E�H�O�R�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�\���U�H�F�R�U�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\��
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�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�Q���1�H�E�X�F�K�D�G�Q�H�]�]�D�U���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���L�W���µ�³ �&�D�U�O���)�U�L�H�G�U�L�F�K���. �H�L�O����� �́' �D�Q�L�H�O���µ���L�Q���&�D�U�O���)�U�L�H�G�U�L�F�K���. �H�L�O���D�Q�G���)�U�D�Q�]
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�G�H�F�U�H�H���R�I���W�K�H���0�R�V�W���+�L�J�K���*�R�G���·���Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���K�L�V���V�H�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���$�U�D�E�L�D�Q���R�D�V�L�V���R�I���7�H�L�P�D���I�R�U���D���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���V�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���µ�³
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