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'&¢Beloved, while | was making ever
effort to write you aboutour commor
salvation, | feltthe necessityto write to
you appealing that you contenc
earnestly foithe faith which wasonce
for all handeddown to thesaintg)



118] testify to everyone who hears the words
the prophecy of this bookiff anyone addso
them, Godwill addto him the plagues whichre
written in this book Pandif anyonetakesaway
from the words of the book of this prophe
Godwill takeawayhis part from thereeof life

and from the holycity, which arewritten in this
book23
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Robert Dean, OThree Arguments for the Cessation of #s@gu
(paper, Conservative Theological Society, Fort Worth, 20Q2), 9.

I[T]he child representshe incomplet&knowledgeavailable

to the Infant, precanon church Just as a

child has

Inadequatknowledgeto live asa matureadult, sothe pre-
canon churchackeda sufficientcanon analoctrineto lead
the spiritual life of the new ChurchAge. An adultreaches
maturitywhenheis completewith the knowledgeandskills
necessaryor life. So, too the post canon churchhasthe
completed canomwf Scripturewhich is sufficient for every

need,every problem, every difficulty in life. T
learningof the doctrines otthe Word underthefi
Holy Spirit the believeris ableto pursuespiritua

nroughthe
ling of the

maturity#



Robert Dean, OThree Arguments for the Cessation of #s@gu
(paper, Conservative Theological Society, Fort Worth, 20Q2), 9.

'When Paulwas in his childhood,he thoughtas a
child wasexpected to thinkBut whenhe became
matureman, henaturally put away childish thought
modes Similarly, when the church was in her
Infancy, she operated by means ofbit by bit
piecemeal revelatiorBut whenshegrew older, she
operatedby means offinalized Scripture.Thus,
tongueswere related to theChurchin her infancy
stage(cp. 1 Cor. 14:19, 20)."



HS%&() %+ (- " O I"HS %"&'%()*%MS ("X
(") +H*%&,-8&BH.| HO($2/%,8&2#(") H#O(O (-.8&)$1 3*4*5$
(") *6#H(5(- $T)*8 # * T)9#-&$,5 &/,)*))21 8/-4/

H&*) kol AH(" (") HO(O"*HLS 4)) (+7-*,  HOS
#9)/ 65 (") -5 <THH#S-),5 (- *&()H%*) 6-(" (")
*7-$()$ *2 (" +)$$*) 12345572894:2436728:<4< 43
*85=>6?5@ BABGABE@QHC =) 2- /-( 6)#)9) ("*( (")$) *)

*HHOVS HO(S(-2*5> :-4)9)1  4) *00#+ (" -2 #9
$-O)W/ */2 +*5 "V *2@- #9) $-+)-/) (V) *6H##H(F
$7V*8 #/* (-1.8&) 30-W/ *.&*): (-2*5>=) 6),#)9) ("X(
(") +AHG -0 A HS()'H)2  BHE%&,-&SGHH (")
Uo-I)+7-*5 U HS+¥HWO)+)(  #B-+)("#. () (™

(") D#6,HY#0(30 (-1.&)$ - ")*#l. E







*-./$"$0)12)93%%*%):;<3%"5"3"5=$>).#*=50$()3)($}"3"
3%"5"$(5()"*) @5%). BH HAFBO&L) *+)=$#($() 7DE) 7F)
:<3%"5"3"5=$>

)*14+9%&,()<($0)5%) G 3-$(): HI)JIKIL>)+*#)19#5 . "<#$): 7

2'$)93%%%6)=5$6)'3%0/$()6$//)"'$)-SHAEHIB. $ULT)
3%3/*&P)*+)=$#($) 7F):G3(8) TMFO>)(5%9%$)!9#5 "</}
65" )#$3/5("59)($/+)3(($((-$%"):Q3/8) OMFIR)S*-2)RM
G3(8)7MAD>

2'$)93%*%)=5%$6)'3%0/$()6$//)"$)5--$053"$) @ VOB E)E
*+)=$#($) 7F)3%0)"'$)05("3%") @UrT)EIB=$#($) 70



Olsit possibleto determine the nature of the
partial gifts of prophecy, tongues, an
knowledge?Yes. The answels that theyare
revelationalin quality. Since thisis so, then
Othe perfectO matgobe revelational.O

Myron J. Houghton, OA Reexamination of 1 CorinthiansEL3.€BibSac153 (July
September 1996): 350.



OOThat whide completeO should logically b
of the samekind as Othat whiclis partialO and
IS therefore most naturally understoas a
referenceto the completion of revelation for
the Church Age.O

Charles R. SmithTongues in Biblical Perspectiy&/inona Lake, IN: BMH, 1972), 75.



*-./$"$0)12)93%%*%):;<3%"5"3"5=$>).#*=50$()3)($}"3"
3%"5"$(5()"*) @5%). BH HAFBO&L) *+)=$#($() 7DE) 7F)
:<3%"5"3"5=$>

)*14+9%&,()<($0)5%) G 3-$(): HI)JIKIL>)+*#)19#5 . "<#$): 7

2'$)93%%%6)=5$6)'3%0/$()6$//)"'$)-SHAEHIB. $ULT)
3%3/*&P)*+)=$#($) 7F):G3(8) TMFO>)(5%9%$)!9#5 "</}
65" )#$3/5("59)($/+)3(($((-$%"):Q3/8) OMFIR)S*-2)RM
G3(8)7MAD>

2'$)93%*%)=5%$6)'3%0/$()6$//)"$)5--$053"$) @ VOB E)E
*+)=$#($) 7F)3%0)"'$)05("3%") @UrT)EIB=$#($) 70



(35 But one who looksintently atthe
perfect [telelog law, the law of liberty,
and abidedy It, not having become
forgetful hearerbut an effectual doe
this man will be blessedin what he
does.O
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(32 But prove yourselves doersf the
word, and not merely hearerswho
delude themselves3For if anyoneis a
hearerof the word andnot a doer,he Is
ike a manwho looks at his natura
facein a mirror[esoptrold.O




OCorinth was famous #se producer
of some of thefinest bronze mirrors
in antiquity. OEOBut everthe best
mirrors reflected images imperfectly.

Craig S. KeeneiThe IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testalf@ématve, IL: Inter
Varsity Press, 1993), 480; Gordon D. FEee First Epistle to the CorinthianslICNT, ed.
F. F. Bruce (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987);48L7



Robert Dean, OThree Arguments for the Cessation of &6gu
(paper, Conservative Theological Society, Fort Worth, 20Q2), 11.

I Paul envisioneda time, yet future when believerswould havethe entire

realm of mysterydoctrineto objectively knowthemselvesas never before
and be spiritually self sustainingOnly God hasa completeknowledge of
the believerandonly with acomplete canon catie believer havesufficient,

objective knowledge of himselfThroughlearningand applyingdoctrine

from the completed andufficient Scripturea mirror is constructedn his

soul This mirror of truth enableghe believerto accurately anabjectively

evaluatehis ownlife and circumstancesom the divine viewpoint Prior to

the completed canonthe believer could only have an incomplete
understanding ofvho heis andwhathe possessesa memberof theroyal

family of God,and allthevastassetshatGodhas providedor him. It is the

completed Word of God that provides this sufficient, perspicuous
understanding of ourselvess we truly are Prior to the revelationof the

mysterydoctrinethe believerlooked into themirror of GodOsVord dimly

andsawariddle, dueto incompleterevelatiori#



OBecause believers today possess complete
revelation, theyare able to understan@hat GodOs
Word teachesboutthemselves, their potential, thel
limitations, and the meansthat God has made
availablefor them to obtain victoryover sin In a
clear and detailed mannerthat was not possible
beforethe completionof the canon The Scriptures
equip a believerfor every good work by being
profitable for teaching, reproving, correctin@gnd
training (2 Tim3:16P17).0

Myron J. Houghton, OA Reexamination of 1 CorinthiansElL3;€BibSac153 (JulySeptember 1996): 353
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G. StShlin AXNyn (arti),O in Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament, ed. G. Kittel, trans. G.Btomiley (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1967), 4:1107 n. 8, and p.111

lHow closely "#% and %&%pproximatemay be
seenfrom a whole serie®f expressions whichave

their roots in either th@ne orthe other. EOn the

otherhand,in the koine!"#% may, with %&%enote
the presenstrictly asa pt. of timeE or asa periodof

time, e.g., 1 C.13:12E The most important and

frequentuse of %&% this way Is for the period
between the comingsEiembracesn its fulness the
wholeof the period.
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Augustine,Homily 6:10 on the First Epistle of John
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