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' & Beloved,while I was making every
effort to write you aboutour common
salvation, I feltthenecessityto write to
you appealing that you contend
earnestly forthe faith which wasonce
for all handeddown to thesaints()
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118 I testify to everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book:if anyone addsto
them, Godwill addto him the plagues whichare
written in this book; 19andif anyonetakesaway
from the words of the book of this prophecy,
Godwill takeawayhis part from thetreeof life
and from the holycity, which arewritten in this
book23
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! [T]he child representsthe incompleteknowledgeavailable
to the infant, pre-canon church. Just as a child has
inadequateknowledgeto live asa matureadult,so the pre-
canon churchlackeda sufficientcanon anddoctrineto lead
the spiritual life of the new ChurchAge. An adult reaches
maturitywhenheis completewith theknowledgeandskills
necessaryfor life. So, too the post canon churchhas the
completed canonof Scripturewhich is sufficient for every
need,every problem,every difficulty in life. Throughthe
learningof thedoctrines oftheWord underthefilling of the
Holy Spirit thebelieveris ableto pursuespiritualmaturity"#

$%&'()*+',-
Robert Dean, ÒThree Arguments for the Cessation of TonguesÓ 

(paper, Conservative Theological Society, Fort Worth, TX, 2002), 9.



! When Paul was in his childhood,he thoughtas a
child wasexpected to think.But whenhe becamea
matureman, henaturallyput awaychildish thought
modes. Similarly, when the church was in her
infancy, she operated by means of bit by bit
piecemeal revelation.But whenshegrew older,she
operatedby means offinalized Scripture.Thus,
tongueswere related to theChurch in her infancy
stage(cp. 1 Cor. 14:19, 20)."

#$%%$&'()$%&*+
Robert Dean, ÒThree Arguments for the Cessation of TonguesÓ 

(paper, Conservative Theological Society, Fort Worth, TX, 2002), 9.
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ÒIsit possibleto determine the nature of the
partial gifts of prophecy, tongues, and
knowledge?Yes. The answeris that theyare
revelationalin quality. Since thisis so, then
Ôthe perfectÕ mustalsobe revelational.Ó

A Completed NT Canon is a Suitable 
Antithesis to Revelation ÒIn PartÓ

Myron J. Houghton, ÒA Reexamination of 1 Corinthians 13:8Ð13,Ó BibSac153 (July-
September 1996): 350.



ÒÔThat whichis completeÕ should logically be
of the samekind asÔthat whichis partialÕ and
is therefore most naturally understoodas a
referenceto the completion of revelation for
the Church Age.Ó

A Completed NT Canon is a Suitable 
Antithesis to Revelation ÒIn PartÓ

Charles R. Smith,Tongues in Biblical Perspective(Winona Lake, IN: BMH, 1972), 75.
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Ò25 But one who looksintently at the
perfect [teleios] law, the law of liberty,
and abidesby it, not having become a
forgetful hearerbut an effectual doer,
this man will be blessedin what he
does.Ó
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Ò22 But prove yourselves doersof the
word, and not merely hearerswho
delude themselves. 23For if anyoneis a
hearerof theword andnot a doer,he is
like a man who looks at his natural
facein a mirror[esoptron].Ó



ÒCorinth was famous asthe producer
of some of thefinest bronze mirrors
in antiquity.ÓÉÒBut eventhe best
mirrors reflected images imperfectly.Ó

Mirrors at Corinth

Craig S. Keener,The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament(Grove, IL: Inter 
Varsity Press, 1993), 480; Gordon D. Fee,The First Epistle to the Corinthians, NICNT, ed. 

F. F. Bruce (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987), 647-48.



! Paul envisioneda time, yet future when believerswould havethe entire
realmof mysterydoctrineto objectively knowthemselvesasnever before
and be spiritually self sustaining. Only God hasa completeknowledge of
thebelieverandonly with acomplete canon canthebeliever havesufficient,
objective knowledge of himself. Through learning and applyingdoctrine
from the completed andsufficient Scripturea mirror is constructedin his
soul. This mirror of truth enablesthe believerto accurately andobjectively
evaluatehis ownlife and circumstancesfrom thedivine viewpoint. Prior to
the completed canonthe believer could only have an incomplete
understanding ofwho he is andwhathe possessesasa memberof theroyal
family of God,and allthevastassetsthatGodhas providedfor him. It is the
completed Word of God that provides this sufficient, perspicuous
understanding of ourselvesas we truly are. Prior to the revelationof the
mysterydoctrinethe believerlooked into themirror of GodÕsWord dimly
andsawariddle,dueto incompleterevelation"#

$%&'()*+',-
Robert Dean, ÒThree Arguments for the Cessation of TonguesÓ 

(paper, Conservative Theological Society, Fort Worth, TX, 2002), 11.



ÒBecause believers today possess complete
revelation, theyare able to understandwhat GodÕs
Word teachesaboutthemselves, their potential, their
limitations, and the means that God has made
available for them to obtain victoryover sin in a
clear and detailed manner that was not possible
beforethe completionof the canon. The Scriptures
equip a believerfor every good work by being
profitable for teaching, reproving, correcting,and
training (2 Tim3:16Ð17).Ó

Myron J. Houghton, ÒA Reexamination of 1 Corinthians 13:8Ð13,Ó BibSac153 (July-September 1996): 353.
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! How closely !"#$ and %&%approximatemay be
seenfrom a whole seriesof expressions whichhave
their roots in either theone orthe other. ÉOn the
otherhand,in the koine!"#$ may,with %&%, denote
thepresentstrictly asa pt. of timeÉ or asa periodof
time, e.g., 1 C.13:12É The most important and
frequentuse of %&%in this way is for the period
between the comingsÉitembracesin its fulness the
wholeof the period."

#$%&'&()*+',-)*.)&/+01,&2,.$%,
3%4,#%5.+6%/.,7#-3#8

G. StŠhlin, ÒNyn (arti),Ó in Theological Dictionary of the New 
Testament, ed. G. Kittel, trans. G.W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1967), 4:1107 n. 8, and p.111
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