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All right, Acts chapter 2. This is the last sermon in the series of great Bible doctrines. We
finally got to the end of it.

And it's a reminder of the importance of good doctrine. The importance, I would, I was
tempted to put the word theology in the title, but I didn't want to scare you. But that's what
we have been concerned about.

And the last year or so. We've been talking about theology. Now, not at a deep level, at a
fairly surface level, but having said that, there's a lot that can be gained from a surface
level understanding of theology.

There's a lot on the surface. And so I hope that this has been a helpful and edifying study.
The best way of completing the study is just to remind us of the importance of theology,
the importance of good doctrine.

The church is nothing without good doctrine. The church isn't the church without it.
Christians aren't really Christians without it.

We need good doctrine. Now, doctrine is just the, the, Greek term, just generally means
teaching, but it means specifically, the teaching about God, about us and about the world.
And how all of those come together. And what is the truth about all of those subjects.

And we find that the New Testament emphasizes doctrine, sound doctrine. And verse 42 of
Acts 2 has the early church, the early believers, the earliest manifestation of the church,
continuing steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship in the breaking of bread and
in prayers. That's our text.

That's a summary of what they were doing, and it's a good summary of what we ought to
be doing too. We ought to be about fellowship. We ought to be about breaking of bread.

We ought to be about praying for each other and praying for in supplication, for others, for
our world, for ourselves. Fellowshiping with God in prayer But notice that the 1st thing
that's mentioned is that these early believers were continuing in the apostles' doctrine.
They uh, to uh, quote the words from uh, the previous verse, they gladly received the
word.
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A church cannot be a god glorifying or an edifying place to be if it is not preaching and
teaching the word of God. That's the central part of what the church is about. If you look
at the passages in the book of Acts, if you look at the instructions that the apostle Paul has
to Timothy and to Titus, those pastors of the early church, if you look at what Peter says in
1st Peter 5, The emphasis is on the doctrine of the faith, the doctrine of the Bible.

Without it, we really don't have anything. Without it, we're just touchy feely, people, and
I'm just a motivational speaker. We have to have good doctrine.

If you look at, we'll turn to a few passages, not many passages today, but if you look at
Matthew 16 with me, Let me get my glasses on here. Matthew chapter 16. Verses 11 and
12.

Jesus says, how is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you? He's talking to the
disciples, concerning bread. Because he warned them about the leaven of the scribes and
the Pharisees.

He says, how come you haven't discerned that I'm not talking to you about literal loaves of
bread? But to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees. Then they
understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, But of the doctrine,
of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

You see, there's good doctrine, and there's bad doctrine. There's edifying doctrine and then
there's destructive doctrine. And the doctrine of the scribes and the Pharisees and the
Sadducees here, that is leaven.

Now, leaven in the New Testament is never a good thing. Leaven in the Bible is always a
negative, as a negative connotation to it. So the leaven, of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees, is their teaching, is their doctrine.

And he said, you're to beware of what they teach. Now, by extension, the Bible says that
we are to beware of the doctrine of the teachings that do not comport with the word of
God, and they are the teachings that you hear all over the place. From all quarters in the
world, and unfortunately, you also hear them inside certain churches.

So we have to always be choosy. We always have to be careful about what we hear, what
we sit under. What we think about.

Because it is, it's all leaven. It spreads, it infects, it distorts, it corrupts, And so what we
need to be concerned about, of course, and by implication, this is what Jesus means, we
have to be concerned about God's doctrine, proper doctrine, true doctrine. Biblical
doctrine.
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And our passage says that they were concerned with the apostles' doctrine. Now, I'll get to
that in the 2nd point, but there is a word that's used in verse 42 of Acts 2, which is
important for us to recognize, and that is the word steadfastly, steadfastly. What does it
mean to be steadfast?

To be steadfast means you continue at it. You don't give up. That you understand that
you're committed for the whole duration. This now is something that you come back to
again and again and again in your life.

A Christian who has been saved by the grace of Jesus Christ has been saved by the blood
of Jesus Christ, by the suffering of Jesus Christ, by the gift of the Father. By the sacrifice
of the Trinity. And he ought to be concerned about having received that grace, having
received that mercy from God, and the gift of unimaginable blessings in the future, in
heaven and in the kingdom that are conveyed to us, are given to us, by God, we ought to
be concerned about being steadfast in the truths that God wants us to think about, to
accept, to believe, and to work out in our lives.

We can't do that if we're just kind of now and again, concerned with what the Bible says.
We can't do that if we're wishy-washy on our doctrine. We're warned many times.

The book of Ephesians warns us, for example, not to be blown about by every wind of
doctrine. That's how a lot of Christians are. They don't really know what the Bible teaches
about the Trinity.

They don't understand what the Bible says about God, about the cross, about the work of
the Holy Spirit. About what salvation is. After this series, Lord willing, in the next few
weeks, one of the things that I will be bringing some messages about the assurance of
salvation.

Because we need to know why we're secure. We need to know what salvation is. What this
gift of uh, eternal life means for us, and whether we can lose it or not whether we can
mess it up or not.

So I'll be bringing Lord Willing, some sermons on that subject. But, We should as
Christians be concerned about learning both about that, about what our salvation is, what
it means, about how we should respond, in view of that salvation, about what it means to
have faith in God right now, in what we're going through, about what the future holds,
about the doctrine of the church, about the different facets of the Christian life. In order to
do that, we need to be like these early disciples, we need to be steadfastly concerned with
doctrine.

Now, it would be wonderful. It would be great. If I could get you all to buy Charles
Ryrie's basic theology, and to get you all to read it.
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And learn from it. And I hope that you will. I think we got one copy out there.

It would be well worth your while to do it, and you wouldn't find it a terrible experience.
But it would help you greatly in your Christian walk. But I'm not expecting that that's
going to happen.

I'm not expecting for mass orders of that book. But what I do hope for, what I do, expect is
that you would be eager to learn more about Bible doctrine, that you'll be eager to learn
more about these truths, to contemplate them more and say, well, okay, I understand that.
So how does that relate to this?

And what does that mean for me over here? You know, these are the kind of theological
questions that can really rearrange the mental furniture and help us to be healthy in our
thinking, and also understanding, um, have a God focus in our, in our everyday, musings
and our everyday lives. So they continued.

They were determined to learn more about the Bible, learn more about truth. And I hope
that you are too. What they wanted to consume, what they came back for again and again
is the apostles' doctrine.

Now, the apostles' doctrine, of course, is inspired doctrine. It's given to them straight from
the Holy Spirit. It's also doctrine that they learn from their time with uh, Being with the
Lord Jesus Christ.

For 3, for whatever years, it was that they were with him, probably 3.5 . And during that
time, of course, he taught them and showed them and modeled them so many things, but,
you know, the teaching and the modeling, they came together. They were part and parcel
of the same teaching, the same doctrine.

And of course, once the Holy Spirit descended upon them, The apostles. They themselves
were shown all truth. They themselves were led into infallible doctrine.

And so they, in their ministries, they taught the early church, the early believers in Jesus,
inspired doctrine. Now, we don't have, um, We don't have a doorway into inspired doctrine
today. We have an inspired book.

It is the most valuable book. It's the most important book. It's the greatest book.

But if we don't read it, if we don't, if we don't try and connect it to our lives, then it's not
much use to us. We can't continue in the apostles' doctrine the way that the early church
does, but we can be concerned about the infallible truth that's communicated to us in
scripture. We can be determined to continue studying the Bible.
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Not just to know the stories and the stories of, you know, I'm not saying anything about
the stories. The stories are there to give us practical illustration, good and bad about
serving God in life. But what does the Bible say about God?

What does it tell us about the importance of righteousness? What does it tell us about, the
importance of putting God 1st, other people 2nd and ourselves third? What does it tell us
that counters the messages that we get from the world?

Everything that it tells us can be wrapped up in that big word doctrine or theology. And
we should be concerned about that. Jesus said that his doctrine was not his own, but came
from his father in heaven.

Just think about this. You want to know the will of God? You want to think in a, a way that
God, approves.

Thanks scripturally. Think biblically. Are there pockets?

Are there areas? Maybe there are big areas in your thinking, in your values where the
Bible doesn't really have much influence. Well, Fell those lacunas up with Bible.

Let the Bible infiltrate those areas where the world has too much sway in your thinking.
Drive those lies out. With the scripture.

Think upon the sermons that you hear. Steve and I, we look at the Bible. We're concerned
with communicating to you biblical truth.

We study hard to bring you what the Bible says. We're not here to entertain you. I think
you figured that one out anyway.

I'm not concerned about your feelings, quite honestly. I mean, I am. I don't want to hurt
your feelings.

I want you to be sad because of something dumb that I said. But I'm not here to, uh, to, as
a feather duster to make you, you know, feel good or whatever, okay? I'm not here to
make you feel comfortable.

That's not my job. That's not my calling. My calling is to communicate to you the truth.

As far as I understand it, as far as I've studied it out, as far as I can communicate it to you.
And, of course, to myself. That's my job.

It's an easy job when you kind of just wrap it up in those little sentences, but it's not an
easy job. When it comes to actually putting it across. It means study.
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It means reflection, it means thought. It means practice, and it means repetition. And
there's all kinds of pressures for me to make you, you know, kind of just shave off a little
bit of the edge here, compromise a bit over there.

There are all kinds of things that come upon uh, preachers, when they're delivering
sermons. But my concern, Again, is not to give you some artificial hope, is not to give
you, uh, nice fluttery thoughts to go out with. My concern is that you go out with God's
truth weighing on your mind.

You've got something to think about. You've got something to do in view of it. Because
that's what the apostles' doctrine did.

It changed people. Okay, they came back because they wanted to know. Uh, what does
God think about this?

Well, in order to know what God thinks about this, maybe I need to know a little bit more
about God. I need to know a little bit about holiness. I need to know more about
righteousness and justice.

I need to know about those things, what those things mean to God, not what the news
media say those things are, but what God says those things are. I need to be able to
incorporate those things into my day-to-day thinking. Do you see?

And so they steadfastly came to hear doctrine. Now, there are plenty of things that the
church is about, the church is about fellowship. Okay?

It's about believers, um, coming together together, talking about their lives, talking about
each other, you know, talking caring for each other. It's about that. It's about service.

It's about doing things, you know, in the church, either, you know, physical things that
need doing, repairs that need doing, and, you know, Sean's just done the lights and so on.
Uh, but more than that, it's about serving in the church, serving in some spiritual capacity
to help the ministry of the churches go forward. It's about giving one's time, giving one's
energy.

It's about not doing it for what you can get out of it, but you do it for the Lord. It's about
giving, you know, this horrible thing where you have to take your money that you've
earned, you actually have to give some of it to the church. The average Christian gives
about, well, less than 2% of their earnings to the church.

But if you're giving it to the church, You're giving it to the church, I hope, because you're
giving it to the Lord. Do you see? You're not just giving it to the church.
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You're giving it to the Lord. And 2%, not really showing much gratitude, and it's not
showing much reflection of church doctrine going on knocking about in your brain. So
that's also part of that, because it's a faith, you do it in faith, don't you?

Yes? And faith glorifies God. You do it to learn about the Bible.

You do it too, um, Come together with people who think, more or less the same way as
you do. But the chief purpose of the church is the proclamation of God's word. That's the
chief purpose.

That's the most important thing. Again and again in the scripture, you will see that
Timothy, Titus, and so on, they're told, preach the word, preach doctrine hold fast the word
of truth, they are told to study themselves, to be approved to God. A woman that needs not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

The word of God is the principal thing. And so, in, uh, a Christian who chooses, A church
should be most concerned with what? What is its proclamation?

What is its, uh, uh, adherence to, what is its enthusiasm and hunger for the word of God?
How is it expounded? How is it presented?

Is it presented as a light thing? Or is it presented as a sober thing? As the most important
thing?

Is it presented? With gravitas? Is it presented as the word without which we fall apart?

We have no real truth. We have no anger. This is the thing, you see?

So doctrine, our 3rd point, must be first. The teaching of the word of God. And I've said
this many times and it doesn't give me any glee or joy to say this.

I know, by the way, I'm not, let me preface this. I am not a uh, a pessimist when it comes
to uh, what God is doing. Not a pessimist.

You know, Elijah was a pessimist. Elijah thought he was alone. Okay?

God told him he's not alone, even in Israel, a very small area like Mendocino County.
There were 7000 that hadn't bowed the knee. That probably surprised Elijah in those days
of apostasy, Ahab and Jezebel.

I mean, the worst of times. And today, I believe there are many, many. I've met quite a
few.
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Godly pastors, godly shepherds throughout America who are doing faithful work on
behalf of God. I really do believe that. Okay?

All right, now I've said that. Unfortunately, they are outnumbered. They are outnumbered
by a many, many preachers who should not be in the pulpit.

Because they're not called. And they're not concerned with an unadulterated
straightforward, no holes barred delivery of the word of truth. They think it's their job to
make people feel good.

They think it's their job to fill the pews. They think that it's their job, just to keep this place
running, and hopefully to build it. And hopefully to, uh, you know, increase the, the, uh,
offerings and to build more ministries and so on.

They think like it's a corporation. It's not a corporation. It's a body of believers.

There's a body of the saints who are connected to God, who want to serve God, and who
want to hear the word. They don't want to be told how to. They're not concerned with uh,
you know, practical ways of being more successful or having a better this or that.

They're concerned with the understanding of what God says because they want to know
the truth of God. And they want to apply it. They want to bring it into themselves so that
they can change and be more like Jesus Christ.

That's a true Christian. That's a Christian that's growing, that's maturing. And a Christian
like that is going to seek out that kind of teaching and preaching.

Unfortunately, you can go to, it doesn't matter where you are in the West. And I come
from the UK. And so I know what the experience was like in the UK trying to find a
decent church, somewhere you can actually go, and you weren't given a lot of platitudes
from a pulpit that you actually given with somebody who actually expounded the word for
you, made it come alive, you see.

And you could drive like an hour sometimes. In the UK, small country, to find a church
like that. And unfortunately, America's like that too now.

There are a few churches around here that I would recommend, yeah, you go there, you're
going to get a decent sermon, you're going to get, good ministry, around this area, but
that's, I could probably, well, I know I could count them on one hand. How many churches
are there in this area? There's a lot.

How many are worth going to? Hardly any. That's the same wherever you go in the
country.

6/22/26, 3:30 PM The Importance of Good Doctrine (Acts 2:42) - Transcript

https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Great_Bible_Doctrines/073_The_Importance_of_Good_Doctrine/20260531_importance_of_good_doctrine-transcript.htm?x=x 8/13



Bible belt, it'd be the same. Truth has fallen to the ground. The church is not doing what
it's supposed to do.

Because doctrine isn't first. Doctrine is not the most important thing. The Southern Baptist
Convention.

You know, we're not Southern Baptist. The Southern Baptist Convention cannot get
straight, the fact that women should not be preachers. They're debating it again.

I mean, it's straightforward in the scripture. It's not a thing you argue over, if you believe
the Bible, but they can't get it right. Why are they divided about it?

about it. Why are they debating it again? It's because you've got so many people in the
ministry who shouldn't be in the ministry.

Because they're not committed to the word. They're not gonna stand where God wants
them to stand. And sometimes that's against the culture, in fact often it is.

Give you an example, because you asked for one. Alright. So, um, the other day, I said in
Sunday school class.

So the other day, something came up on the YouTube feed, it was this woman, she's not a
believer, and I don't like her. But, she was just standing outside of churches, evangelical
churches. She had a billboard there, and she had a microphone.

The billboard said, should wives obey their husbands. She's at a church. Okay?

Evangelical church asking this simple question, microphone. The women. Well...

We should obey each other. No, that's not what the Bible says. The Bible says the wife
obeys the husband.

Is anybody here unclear on that? No, it's just basic doctrine. Okay?

It's basic doctrine. Here's an unbeliever and she's asking these women and the women are
none of them are saying yes. None of them are saying yes.

And what about the guys? Well, you know. They're all beta males.

They won't actually stand up to their wives next to them. The church, the church. Oh my
goodness, the church.

Can't even answer a question like that. Do we want? Of course, you know, people are
going to say, well, what about you men?
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Of course there are, you know, we could talk about men, but that's what she had on her
placard. And the church is too lily livered. To answer that question.

It's basic Bible doctrine. It should be in here, and it should be in here. But it's not.

The truth. Doesn't matter to so many Christians. It's what they feel.

It's what society says. Can you see the importance of doctrine, the importance of holding
to doctrine, the importance of hearing doctrine, the importance of steadfastly continuing in
doctrine? Doctrine is God's truth.

And if you veer away from it because you have an opinion that matches the world,
destruction and chaos enters. Doctrine is also practical, always practical. Always has a
practical implication to it.

You say, well, the doctrine of Trinity, you take a bit to persuade me that that one's
practical. Oh, but it is. That God is 3 and yet he is one, that each of the persons of the
Trinity is equally divine.

And yet they are, uh, one in essence. What's important about that? What tells us that
loving communication is eternal in God himself.

And so the most practical thing that we are told, about loving others, about loving God,
about communicating well for another's good is based in the Trinity itself. That's
incredibly practical. The putting others before ourselves, humbling ourselves.

Which means something we have to do constantly. This is practical, because what it does
is, 1st of all, it means that we're not part of the problem. When we humble ourselves.

It means that God can use us. It means that we're an example to others. It means that we
bring about good.

Maybe we unstop some gaps, things that have been blocked up just by humbling
ourselves. We allow the gates to open, instead of standing for our rights. Christ is the
Lord.

We obey him. We obey what he says, doctrine becomes practical. So we should be
steadfast.

We should be concerned with inspired doctrine from the scriptures and it being taught
accurately. We should understand that doctrine is 1st because without doctrine, you have
opinion. Or opinions.
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And then lastly, that things flow from sound doctrine. You have to have the sound doctrine
up here. It's got to be in your head.

Paul is concerned with your mind. Now, the Bible does talk about receiving in our hearts
the word of truth and so on. But remember when the Bible talks about the heart, not
talking about the emotions.

Okay? Neither in the Old Testament or in the New Testament does the word, the Hebrew
word, Leb, and the Greek word cardia does not mean emotion. It just means that kind of
your inside personality, who you are.

Your operating mechanism. But the Bible is concerned about your thinking, your
thoughts. It's concerned about uh, the truth that as a man thinks in his heart, so is he.

So if you are concerned with doctrine, if you're concerned about the, if you're concerned
about the doctrine of God, the doctrine of Christ, the doctrine of the church, the doctrine
of the, the, doctrine of the last things, and so on, if these things are things that you ponder,
and you think about, when you read the, uh, Jesus, speaking about sin, do you take sin
seriously, do you take your own sin seriously? Do you understand the importance of
putting that sin to death? Dying to self?

Do you understand the importance of living to God? Not yourself. You understand about
the role of your thoughts and the kind of Christian that you are.

And the usefulness to God. Romans chapter 6. Verse 17 says this, but God be thanked that
though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart, remember the inner man,
not your emotions.

That form of doctrine to which you were delivered. God be thanked. For Christians who
are concerned with doctrine and obeying doctrine.

God be thanked for a church that does that. And there are still many of them in the states.
Like I say.

Because there's certain things that flow from sound doctrine are things like this. Gratitude.
Gratitude to God.

Gratitude for his grace that covers us again today. Gratitude for great, the grace of God
covering my sins today, when sin seems to be having a, uh, bit of a festival with my mind,
with my thoughts, with my emotions. You know, you're having to counter these thoughts,
you're having to counter these, uh, mechanisms in your body.

You're trying to resist temptation. It might be the temptation to envy someone. It might be
temptation to lust after somebody.
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It might be the temptation to despair. But you're resisting this because you're telling
yourself the truth all the time. You are telling yourself doctrine.

And the doctrine is going to set you free. The doctrine is going to calm your mind. The
doctrine is going to steady you.

And you're going to go out to God and say, God, thank you for your truth. Thank you for
your grace. Thank you for the hope that I have in Christ.

It will give you humility. Or at least it should. Doctrine should, if you obey it from the
heart, is going to affect the kind of person that you are.

It's going to humble you. It's going to help you to be patient and wait for God, wait for his
time, never when you want it to be. I've been advising someone recently.

You know, they, they feel that God, uh, or they feel that they want to do this. They want to
do this and they should do this. And I said, you got to be patient.

This is not the time. It's good that you want that and God may have put that into your
heart, but now is not the time. Wait upon God.

That takes humility. That takes patience. Doctrine gives you a reasonable mind.

We live in an irrational world. What kind of world allows grown men into women's locker
rooms. What are we doing?

What kind of uh, world allows young people to have operations that remove their body
parts, their sexual parts. And by the way, those doctors and those nurses that do those
kinds of things, those hospitals they do, they're going to go to hell. They are.

It is an absolute destruction of the image of God. It's devilish. Of course, I pray they'll get
saved and repent, but if they don't, They are going to wish forever that they did not get
participate in such depravity.

We live and in such an irrational age. I was listening to, I like to listen to some podcasts
on literature. No, you know, the greatest works, the greatest novels, and I just, that's
interest me.

And one of these podcasts, the girl who was a graduate masters graduate from Columbia
University said that she got an A plus on a paper just because she said that Shakespeare
was a homosexual. But if she did, you know, if she just reported the facts, what she
thought about things, she would get a B or a C. But if you put something in there that was
outrageous, she would get an A. We live in an irrational world.
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It's absolutely crazy to allow so many people into our country with so many, such a
radically different worldview and radically different values. It is irrational, it's insane and
If we were more Christian in this world, we would be more reasonable, more rational. And
of course, it leads to sanctification.

It leads to us asking the question, what kind of a Christian am I? What do I need to do
today? to please God?

You obey from the heart. And if you can't obey from the heart, obey anyway. Because
obedience is better than sacrifice.

In conclusion, then the importance of Bible doctrine is that it is the thing that more than
anything, before God, before Satan, Hopefully before others with discernment is the thing
that identifies you as a child of God. Don't turn away from Bible doctrine. Don't turn away
from the doctrine of Christianity.

Yes, you're a Christian if you believed in Jesus Christ as your savior. Hallelujah for that.
But then think like a Christian.

Believe what a Christian should believe. Study the things that God wants you to study. Sit
under teaching that will teach you the truth.

Go away and apply it to yourself. Do it for God's sake. Let's pray.

Dear Heavenly Father, we pray that we understand the importance of Bible doctrine, the
importance of truth, the importance of knowing what we believe. We thank you that The
series has gone through a whole roster of the different truths. And I pray, Father, that it
would be a starting off point, a springboard, for more study, more contemplation, on your
truth.

Help us to be a doctrinally sound church. And we thank you, Lord. We pray your blessing.

On us in Jesus' name. Amen.
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