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MARITIN LUTHER ON FREE WILL

I\Aartin Luthcr called his
book #T he Bondadtl: The Bondage

the Wi”” his nwo;t OftbGWill

important work. In it he
argues that hum'mitL) 1S 1N @
})onc{ age to sin, frecl -
C hoomno to sin b() thmr
own wn” ye t still a slave to

sin and unable to choose Martin Luther
C-]O(.‘i on their own.
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“But what is government but the greatest of all reflections
On human nature? If men were angels, no government
bwould be necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither
‘external nor internal controls on government would be
mecessary. In framing a government which is to be
administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in
‘this: you must first enable the government to control the
‘governed; and in the next place oblige’it to control itself.” =

-

Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, The Federalist Papers, trans. Clinton
Rossiter (New York, NY: Penguin, 1961), 322. ‘
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*Bancroft “...simply calls Calvin ‘the
father of America’ and adds: ‘He who
twill not honor the memory and
respect the influence of Calvin knows
“but little of the origin of American
liberty.™

Loraine Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of
Predestination (Philipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1932), 398-90.
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