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Pur pose of Today’s Class: to understand...

mTmoO o ® P

[Show schedule, timeline]

... the promise of aland.

... the unconditional nat ure of owner ship.

... the conditional nature of occupancy.

...the scattering and gat hering of | srael.

... lack of Christian understanding.

Conf usion wit hin t he Ranks of Christianity

CHRI STIANS MUST ANSWER: concerning the recreation of the nation of | srael in 1948,
after more than 1500 years wit hout a homeland, and ongoing crisis over the land and
status of Jerusalem:

A.

1.

| sit ahistoric coincidence? A distraction unrelated to the pages of the bible? Has
the church replaced | srael as the “people of God” since the rejection of Jesus by
the Jews leaving the nation of | srael without any significant role in God’s plans?

OR-aclear signthat God is working in history to bring His promises to f ulfillment ?
Promises which remain valid to the nation of | srael and which will not find
fulfillment inthe church?

Christian Views of the “Promised Land”

1.

Accordingto W. D. Davies (Gospel and t he Land), the theme of land is displaced in
Christianity by the person of Jesus Christ. The NT “personalizes ‘holy space’ in
Christ, who, as afigure of History, isrooted intheland ...but as Living Lord ...is
also f ree t o move wherever he wills” (p. 367). The promise of land continues to play
arolein NT thought, but it takes on an eschat ological dimension. |t becomes a
symbol of the eschat ological society intime and eternity.'

NT New (Neues, Nouveau) Testament

1

February 20, 2003

Bromiley, Geof frey W. The I nternational Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2001,
c1979-1988.
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2. By the land of promise he signifies the spiritual land of which this was afigure?

3. Thus the heavenly Canaan is sure to all t he seed, because it is what God, who cannot
lie, has promised.®

Count less plain promises of God inthe OT swept aside by a ‘mystical’ interpretation.

D. The nat ure of promises
1. God creat ed language
2. God created man’s brain
3. Language and understand are theref ore suf ficient to communicat e t he meaning God
intends
4. The normal under st anding of the recipientsis part of any promise

5. OT type vs. NT antitype
an OT type or promise may be extended or appliedto asituationor groupinthe NT,
but this does not retroactively change its f act ual meaning inthe OT

IV.  The Promise of aland*
A. Also called the Palestinian® covenant [OVERHEAD FROM CLASS 2]
B. Rest at ement of aspects of the Mosaic covenant prior to enteringthe promised land

C Development of land aspect of unconditional Abrahamic covenant —ownershipis
unconditional, possession is conditional

1. [overhead of unconditional covenants]
2. Gen. 13:14-17 —to Abraham and t o his seed f or ever
3. Gen. 15:18 —fromthe river of Egypt tothe Euphrates

a) Not the Nile
The river of Egypt was most probably what became known as t he Wadi El
Arish, the sout hern border of Judah.®

2 Geneva Bible on Eze. 47:15.

Henry, Matthew. Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible : Complet e and Unabridged in One Volume,
Eze 47:13. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1996, c1991.

4 Ge 15:7; Ge 15:18; Ge 26:4; Ge 35:12; Ex 3:8; Ex 3:17; Ex 6:4; Ex 12:25; Ex 13:5; Ex 13:11; Ex 32:13; Ex 33:1;
Eze 37:14; De 1:8; De 29:1; De 29:9; De 29:12; De 29:1; De 32:52; Jos 21:43; Jos 23:5; 1Ch 16:18; 1Ch 17:9; Ps
105:11; 1sa 60:21; Jer 11:5; Jer 16:15; Am 9:15; Ac 7:5

Name given to land by the Roman Emperor Hadrian after the second Jewish revolt under Bar Cochba (A.D. 132-
135) for the purpose of erasing any J ewish remembrance of the land as part of his policy to “de-judaize” the
land. [Frucht enbaum, / sraelology, 581]
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4. Gen. 26:4 —repeated to | saac
5. Gen. 35:12 —repeated to Jacob/ | srael.
6. Ex. 32:13; 33:1 — Moses reminds God of land promise af ter golden calf .

D. THE KORAN — Sura 5:20
"Remember Moses said to his people: 'O my People! Call in remembrance t he f avour Of
Allah unt o you, when He Produced prophet s among you, Made you kings, [722] and gave You
what He had not given To any ot her among t he peoples. O my people! enter The holy land
which Allah hat h assigned unt o you, And turn not back | gnominously, f or then Will ye be
overthrown, To your own ruin.""

V. Occupancy Conditioned on Obedience’

A. The nature of conditional obedience inrelationto unconditional promises:
"What is unconditional is that God will fulfill the covenantsto |l srael. Onthe other hand,
not every last Jew, et hnically speaking, will receive the benefits of those promises.
| ndividual blessing under t he promises is always conditioned upon obedience to t he God
who made t he covenant. So, the particular Jews who experience t he blessings of | srael's
promises are those who f orm the believing remnant of Jews throughout history.
Unconditional promises guarant ee t hat some J ews will experience covenant ed blessings;
through t heir obedience we learn whois of that believing remnant ." ®

B. Deu. 29:24-28 — nations see | srael scattered due to disobedience
C Deu. 30:17-20 —possession of land not prolonged
D. Jer.7:3-7 —amend your ways and | will cause youto dwell inthis place
VI. Promises of Scattering (Diaspora) on Disobedience
The phenomenon of the Wandering Jew
Deu 29:23-28 —cast int o anot her land due t o disobedience
Deu 28:49-50, 63-67 — plucked of f land and scatt ered wor|ldwide, no rest while scattered
1K. 9:6-9 —disobedient | srael to be a proverb and byword among all peoples
[overhead —timeline]

The dispersion of the Northern Kingdomto Assyria (722 B.c)

@ Mmoo @®p

The dispersion of the Sout hern Kingdom t o Babylon (605 B.C)

MacArthur, John Jr. The MacArthur Study Bible. electronic ed., Ge 15:18. Nashville: Word Pub., 1997, c1997.
7 De 28:63; 1Ki 9:7; 2Ch 33:8; Jer 7:4-7; 45:4

John S. Feinberg, "Systems of Discontinuity," Continuity And Discontinuity (Westchester, | L: Crossway Books,
1988), pp. 79-80.

February 20, 2003 Tony Garland (tony2@SpiritAndTrut h.org) Page 3 of 9



Winter 2002 Adult Bible Fellowship, Class 4: "l srael Through the Eyes of Scripture”

H. Ot her dispersions [overhead —Jews in t he Diaspor a]
VIl. Promise of Gathering
A. Lev. 26:40-45, Limit to judgment upon accept ance of quilt.

1. Mat . 23:36-39 —J esus sets forth t he same requirement
2. Zec. 12:9-10 —the repent ance f or slain Messiah (cf . Rev. 1:7)
B. Stage 1: | n Disobedience

1. "...in 1918 [bef ore the est ablishment of the state of | srael], t he Philadelphia
Prophetic Conf erence adopt ed a statement of prophetic faith. Thefirth article
read: We believe that there will be a gathering of | srael to her land in unbelief , and
she will be af terward converted by t he appearing of Christ on her behalf ." °

2. Eze. 20:33-36 —assimilation not allowed, gat hered in unbelief, rebels purged

3. Eze. 36:20-28 —prof aning His name, gat hered and t hen regenerat ed (part of
fulfillment of the New Covenant — spiritual regeneration of the nation)

4. Eze. 38:8; 39:7 —Gog comes against gat hered and unbelieving | srael

5. Jer.30:3-11 —gathered, time of Jacob’s trouble, none like it, he shall be saved
a) Zec. 12 —nations come against Judah and J erusalem (must be gat hered f or

thisto occur)
6. Eze. 37:1-8 —reassembled nation, but wit hout breath
C Second Stage: | n Obedience
1. Deu. 30:1-6 — recall promises and cur ses, obey, gat hered, regenerat ed

2. | sa. 11:1-12,15 —millennial cont ext, a second time, f rom all nations, dry up Euphrat es
and gulf of Suez

3. Eze. 37:1-14,21-23 —regenerat ed (covered in more det ail next session)
D. Eclipses Egyptian Exodus

1. Jer.16:14-15 —gathered from the land of the north [direction of Babylonian
attack] and all t he lands

2. Jer.23:5-7 —context is the millennial kingdom
VIII. Unfulfilled
A. Apparent fulfillment ?
1. Jos. 21:43-45 —apparent fulfillment by Joshua (1400 B.C)?

°® | ce, Thomas and Demy, Timothy. When the Trumpet Sounds. Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 1995., p.

23.
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2.
3.

1K. 4:21—apparent fulfillment by Solomon (1000 B.C)?
Fulfilled inreturn from Babylonian Captivity (539 B.C)?

B. Not fulfilled

1.

February 20, 2003

Prophecies given hundreds of years after J oshua and Solomon.

a) Amos 9:8-15 (760 B.C)

Prophecies continue af ter return from Babylon (539 B.C).

a) Zechariah (520- 470 BC)
(1) Zec 8:7-8 —saved from east and west, brought to Jerusalem
(2) Zec 10:6-10 —whistle and gat her them

Throughout the prophets predictions have in view events yet future (tribulation and
millennial kingdom).

a) Zec. 12; 14 —God def eat s all the nations who attack | srael/ J erusalem
(presupposes | srael isinthe land)

Prophecies st at e per manent possession and complet e obedience brought about
Sovereignly by God.

a) Amos 9:8-15 (760 B.c) —no longer shall they be pulled up fromthe land
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IX. Borders™
A. Gen. 15:18; Num. 34:2-12
B. Eze. 47:13-23 - Millennial Fulfillment [overhead]

Tk - SRR
— MODERN BORDERS
~== DAVID'S KINGDOM
see MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

10 Ge 13:15; 15:18; Ex 23:31; Nu 32:33; 34:2; De 1:7; 3:12-17; 11:24; 34:1-4; Jos 1:4; 13:1,7-8; 22:4; 2Sa 8:3; 1Ch
5:9; 18:3; 2Ch 9:26; Ps 105:11; Eze 47:13-23
Davids Kingdom Borders: Radmacher, Earl D., Ronald Barclay Allen, and H. Wayne House. The Nelson Study
Bible : New King J ames Version. | ncludes index., 2 Sa 24:10. Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers, 1997.
Millennial Kingdom Borders: Walvoord, John F., Roy B. Zuck, and Dallas Theological Seminary. The Bible
Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures, Eze 47:15. Wheaton, | L: Victor Books, 1983-c¢1985.
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C CAUTI ON AGAI NST: desire of overlaying the land over current geo-political borders
1 Dif ficulty of establishing biblical names and landmar ks wit h moder n locat ions.

2 | srael was dispossessed by God because of disobedience.

3. | srael is being gat hered (while apost at e).

4 Fulfillment will not come inentirety until obedience —until God t urns away
ungodliness f rom J acob.

5. | srael, like any ot her nation, is made up of sinners and does not deserve
unconditional support .

D. Yet ...

1. Foolhardy to fail t o recognize God’s promises to | srael, both concerning t he land
and J erusalem.
a) Unf ulfilled prophetic passages indicat e God will vindicat e t he nation and
t heir capital against those who f ail to under st and His promises.
(1) | saiah 49:14-16 —J erusalem inscribed on God’s palms
(2) 1 Kings 11:36 —J erusalem chosen by God, His name there
(3) | saiah 62:6-7 —give Him no rest until he makes J erusalem a praise in
the earth [thisis not the New J erusalem]
(4) Zechariah 12:1-8 —Jerusalem t o be a cup of drunkenness and st one of
self -inf lict ed damage
(5) Joel 3:2(-17) —Nations to be judged f or scattering | srael and
dividing up God’s land
2. A wise and Godly nation will support | srael’sright totheland and to J erusalem else
risk being on the wrong side of God’s work in history.
X. Owned by God

A. Lev. 25:23 —land not to be sold, land is “Mine”

B. Ps.83:12 —referred to as t he “past ures of God”

C Joel 1:6; 3:2 — called “My Land”

D Joel 3:2 (NKJV) | will also gat her all nations, And bring them downto the Valley of
Jehoshaphat ; And | will enter intojudgment with themthere On account of My people, My
herit age | srael, Whomt hey have scattered among t he nations; They have also divided up
My land.

E. Joel 3:2 —Aspects are yet future

1. fulfilled portion
As Jehoshaphat overthrew the conf ederate f oes of Judah, namely, Ammon, Moab,
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&c. (Ps 83:6-8), inthis valley, so God was t o overthrow t he Tyrians, Zidonians,
Philistines, Edom, and Egypt, with a similar utter overthrow (Joe 3:4, 19). This has
been long ago f ulfilled;

2. unf ulf illed portion
but the ultimat e event shadowed forth hereinis still f uture, when God shall
specially interpose to destroy Jerusalem’s last f oes, of whom Tyre, Zidon, Edom,
Egypt, and Philistia are the types. As “J ehoshaphat ” means “t he judgment of
Jehovah,” the valley of Jehoshaphat may be used as ageneraltermfor the theater
of God’s final judgments on | srael’s f oes, with an allusion to t he judgment inf lict ed
on them by J ehoshaphat . The def inite mention of the Mount of OlivesinZec 14:4,
and the fact that this was the scene of the ascension, makes it likely t he same shall
be the scene of Christ’s coming again: compar e “t his same J esus ...shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven” (Ac 1:11)."

Xl. [Implications

A. The land promise was under st ood t o be literal and will be f ulfilled literally.

B. The land is owned ultimat ely by God, was givento | srael, but final possession is conditional
on her spiritual regeneration.

C The diaspora of the Jews observed in history is not the slightest surprise tothe student
of history armed wit h scriptures —it is copiously predict ed.

D. The gathering of | srael and occupancy of the land is as sure as her dispossession and
scattering—f or God has said it.

E. Christians who f ail to grasp t hese point s will likely find t hemselves unwit tingly opposing
God. Christians who oppose | srael’s right tothe land and to J erusalem as it s sole capit al
are at great risk:

1. How sure are they that God is through with | srael?
2. What if the returnunderway is part of | srael’srestoration prior to prophetic
event s—as many believe Scripture describes?
3. Are they willing to be f ound in oppositionto God’s movement in history? Ultimat ely,
with they contribute toward the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy (Joel 3:2 cf. Zec. 12;
14)?
F. Clarance Larkinwriting in 1920 (prior toHolocaust and 28 years bef ore | srael recreat ed)

1. “Fromthese scriptures we see that the J ews have not been supplant ed by eit her
the Gentiles or the Church, and when the time comes t hey will again become a

""" Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, A. R. Fausset et al&period;. A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Old
and New Testaments. On spine: Critical and explanat ory commentary., Joe 3:2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos
Research Systems, I nc., 1997.
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nation. We indulge in no idle and prof itless speculations when we attempt to
forecast the future of the Jewish People. All we have to doisto gather together
and place in t heir logical order what the Holy Spirit through t he Prophet s, has
foretold. The method is as simple as the result is sure.”

Xil. Prayer
The Gat hering of the Jews and conf lict over the promised land and J erusalem are the prelude to

prophesied events leadingto the return of | srael’s Messiah. | s He your Messiah too? Shouldn't
you be prepared?

12 Rightly Dividing the Word
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