The Emergent Church
and Last Days Ecumenism

By Andy Woods

Adapted from Roger OaklanBaith UndoneandMoody Handbook of
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Some Emerging Church Leadel

, Brian McLaren
. Dan Kimball

. Leonard Sweet
. Doug Pagqitt

. Robert Webber




The Present Generation

. Unigue

, Postmodern

. Post Christian
. Disillusioned
. Multi-sensory
. Hungry for a spiritual experience




Paradigm Shift: Emerging Church

S1HZ JHOHUDWLRQV DUH DULVLQJ
Christian influence. So we musthink virtually

everythingwe are doing in our ministries 'DQ .LPE|
The Emerging Churcii,3-14.
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Paradigm Shift.: Emerging Church

dts Is time for a Post
Modern Reformatior
Reinvent yourselfor
the 2F' centuryor die

Leonard Sweeoul . ‘
Tsunamil7, 75. (Italic POSTMODERN

It's Our Word. Don't Use It. Don't Try to Define It.
ad d e d) ) Above All, Don't Label Us With It.
Even If We Apply It to Ourselves.
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Six Areas of Redefinition

. Missions

. Knowledge
., Scripture

. Church

., Christ

. Prophecy

= P'lRlTUALlTY

We Like It Messy
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Apostasy Is Internal

Acts 20:292)RU , NQRZ w' ' ' ‘oo
after my departure savage wolves

will come in among you, not
sparing the flock. Alsérom
among yourselvesien will rise
up, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after
themselves. Therefore watch, anc
remember that for three years | di
not cease to warn everyone night 5 &S
DOQG GD\ ZLWK WHDUV™ ,WDOLFV
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Dan Kimball,The Emerging

Church 121

SORGHUQ WKLOQNHUV ZDQW W
systematic because they learn in a logical anc

progressive manner.

hey prefer, generally,

to sit and listen. Emerging post-Christian
generations, on the other hand, long to
experiencea transcendent God during a
worship gatheringather than simply learn

abouthimm °~° _ WDOLFV DGGHG




Dan Kimball, The Emerging Churgh?21

S7TKH\ ZDOQW IOXLGLYE =22~z TV G
rather than a neatly flowing se ¥
program. They want to see th
arts and a sense of mystery
brought into the worship
service, rather than focusing ¢
professionalism and
excellence.lhis will shape
how a worship gathering Is
designed ,WDOLFV D

TRADITION

We Invent Our Own As We Go




Biblical Missions: The Present Generatior
~John 12:32

. The Gospel's power to
penetrate the pagan
mind and culture: Isa

M lS S [ 0 N A L 55:10-11; Rom 1:16; 2

The New Chief End of Man: Tim 3:15

Glorify Whatever's Lowbrow and Enjoy it Forever



Emergent Missions: Alternative Religions

3, GROQYW EHOLHYH P
must equal adherents to the
Christian religion. It may be
advisable in many (not all!)
circumstances to help people
pbecome followers of Jesasd
remain within their Buddhist,

Hindu, or Jewish contexts , W D ¢

added)Brian McClarenA Generous
Orthodoxy 260.




- Emergent Missions: Alternative
o Religions

FEvangelism or missions for me Is no longer
persuading people to believe what | believe
matter how edgy or creative | get. Its more abc
shared experiences and encounters. Its about
walking the journey of life and faith together,
each distinct to his or her own tradition and
culture but with the possibility adncountering
God and truth from one another ,W DO L F
added).

Gibbs and Bolgetlzmerging Churchesl31.



Biblical Missions: Alternative Religions

he came into all the country about Jor-|smate.a1.||""" ***
‘hmv he baptism of repentance, “for the|s™ "+ |

Alternative religions? 2 Chrgss

is \\Iltt(n in the book of the words <t
e prophet, saying, ‘The voice of oge cryf?

40, 3,

. . . . A 19-26- e wilderness. ln,»m ye the way ll]tk"'{f;{j

13 9 \] er 2 [ 1 1 ] CtS [ ] ce his I } Stre 11Z l)t .4
. ] r valley \lnll be filled, and every min

. . . . 1ill shall be brought low; and the ‘crooke
COl 1 13 ; 1 Cor 1 4 2 1 , 1ade straight, and the rough ways shall bé

oth:

. - = ‘all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
I O 3 I 9— 2 O . Gal 4 8 Ph I I I p said he to the multitude that came fort
[ , - ,

itized uf }mn ’H umm n of [HI !

3:4-8

TEXTG
I i CI US iVI SIM f) ‘J O h n 14 : 6 ’ Wonderful, Bendable, Highly Amusing Toys )
Acts 4:12; 1 Tim 2:5



Emergent Missions: Non
Confrontational Evangellsm

He (Jesus) stopped anda* 3 &
asked questions of the r=48 IS
Samaritan woman (Johr.§..~.% 45

4) and didn't just JuMpP  “Tuy LKE JESUS

LQ DQG VDA u et E!'““""
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Dan Kimball, cited in Oakland, 46.




Biblical Missions:

Confrontational Evangelism

~John 4:2126

Unkind to
unbelievers?

SENS]TIVITY

The Bible intimidates people.
Besides, my tats and T-shirt
are clear enough.




Emergent Epistemology

3V @ytMbften best
understood In a
conversation, a
dialectic (or trialectic), :
or a dynamic tension? P&

s
VOIW LQ VXE (CHASTENED EPISTEMOLOGY

W H Q G H Q F‘\ W F I'm Probably Wrong about a Lot of Things,

But I'm Sure You Are Wrong about Everything.
And Your Confidence Is Driving Me Crazy! WERGENT:

1zeq " oo
Brian McClarenA Generous
Orthodoxy 198




Emergent Epistemology

. Endless dialogue

. Middle ground mania

. Uncertainty

DIALOGUE

| Talk, You Listen
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Emergent Epistemology

S7KH NH\ WR QDYLJDWLQJ
FKRSS\ FUD]\ ZDWHUV LV
andbridge the oppositeespecially where

they converge In reconciliation and
LOOXPLODWLRQ" Y WDOLI

Leonard SweeSoul Tsunamil63



Emergent Epistemology

3$ *HQHURXY 2UWKRGR]\
missional, evangelical, post/Protestant,
liberal/conservative, mystical/poetic,
biblical, charismatic/contemplative,
Fundamentalist/Calvinist,
Anabaptist/Anglican, Methodist, Catholic,
Green, incarnational, depressed-yet hope!
HPHUJHOW XQILOQLVKHG .

)XOO 7LWOH RI %AJGdD€pous &t odpikyH Q !



Emergent Epistemology

. 3« D Wi If Christianity (my version of It,

\RXUV WKH 3RSH®PXhodoK RHY
meaningrue DOQG KHUHYV P\ KR
little, butnotyek yr R EH D &KULVWL
generously orthodox way iIs not to claim to ha:
the truth captured, stuffed, and mounted on tr
ZDOO«%XW ZH NHHS VHHNL

Brian McClarenA Generous Orthodoxy93



Emergent Epistemology

i grew up thinking
that Z H fiigtied out
WKH %LEOH«
know what it means.
Now. | have no idea

. A
what most of it MWW

| Never Doubted the Bible Either.

P H D Q V s But | Outgrew That.
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Kristen Bell; quoted irChristianity Today 11/1/04



Emergent Epistemology



Emergent Epistemology



Biblical Epistemology



Biblical Clarity: Homosexuality



Emergent Bibliology: Authority



Biblical: Authority



Emergent: Worship



Emergent: Worship



Emergent: Worship



Biblical: Worship



The Beginning?



Emergent: Preaching



Emergent: Preaching



Emergent: Preaching



Emergent: Doctrine



Biblical: Preaching



Emergent: Kingdom



Biblical: Kingdom



Emergent: Social Gospel



Emergent: Kingdom



Emergent: Kingdom



Biblical: Social Gospel



Emergent. Ecumenism



Biblical: Ecumenism



Emergent: Atonement



Biblical: Atonement



Emergent Prophecy:
Importance



Emergent Prophecy: Importanc



Biblical Prophecy: Importance



Six Areas of Redefinition



