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John Quincy Adams 

ά¢ƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ-day of the nation is indissolubly 
linked with the birth-day of the Saviour 
[and] forms a leading event in the progress 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΧǘƘŜ 
Declaration of Independence first 
organized the social compact on the 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
upon the earth [and] laid the corner stone 
of human government upon the first 
ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΦέ 

John Quincy Adams, An Oration Delivered before the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Newburyport at Their Request on the Sixty-First Anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence (Newburyport: Whipple, 1837), 5-6. 
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CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

ω34% Bible 
 

ω8.3% Baron Montesquieu 
 

ω7.9% William Blackstone 
 

ω2.9% John Locke 

Donald S. Lutz, The Origins of American Constitutionalism (Baton Rouge, LA: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1988), 141. 



John Calvin 

.ŀƴŎǊƻŦǘ άΧǎƛƳǇƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ /ŀƭǾƛƴ 
ΨǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǎΥ 
ΨIŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
memory and respect the 
influence of Calvin knows but 
little of the origin of American 
ƭƛōŜǊǘȅΦΩέ 
 

Loraine Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of 
Predestination (Philipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and 

Reformed, 1932), 398-90. 



The Lord smelled the soothing 
aroma; and the Lord said to 
IƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŎǳǊǎŜ 
the ground on account of man, 
for ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ 
evil from his youth; and I will 
never again destroy every living 
thing, as I have done.[emphasis 
mine]. 

Genesis 8:21 



¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
are one people, and they all 
have the same language. And 
this is what they began to do, 
and now nothing which they 
purpose to do will be 
impossible for themΦέ 

Genesis 11:6 



Lord Acton 

ά!ƭƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ 
corrupt and absolute 

power corrupts 
ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅΦέ 



Federalist # 51 

ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
reflections on human nature? If men were angels, 
no government would be necessary. If angels were 
to govern men, neither external nor internal 
controls on government would be necessary. In 
framing a government which is to be administered 
by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: 
you must first enable the government to control the 
governed; and in the next place oblige it to control 
ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦέ 

Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, The Federalist Papers, trans. Clinton 
Rossiter (New York, NY: Penguin, 1961), 322. 



Declaration of Independence 

άǘƘŜ [ŀǿǎ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ GodΣέ  

άwe hold these truths to be self evident, that all men 
are created ŜǉǳŀƭΣέ  

άthey are endowed by their Creator with certain 
ǳƴŀƭƛŜƴŀōƭŜ wƛƎƘǘǎΣέ  

άappealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for 
the rectitude of our intentionsΣέ 

άǿƛǘƘ firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦέ 

Church of the Holy Trinity v. U.S., 143 U.S. 457, 467-68 (1892) 



!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛǎ ŀ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ bŀǘƛƻƴέ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳŜΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
discovery of this continent to the present 
hour, there is a single voice making this 
ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΧ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎǎΣ 
declarations of private persons: they are 
organic utterances; they speak the voice 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
other matters which might be noticed, 
add a volume of unofficial declarations 
to the mass of organic utterances that 
this is a Christian nationΦέ   

Church of the Holy Trinity v. U.S., 143 U.S. 457, 465, 470-71 (1892) 



9ŀǊƭȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎΥ 

Settlements 

Colonial motivations 

Educational institutions 

Support for the church 

Requirement of Christian officeholders 

Recognition of the Sabbath 

¦ǎŜ ƻŦ άDƻŘέ 

Preview 



9ŀǊƭȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎΥ 

Absence of contrary declarations  

Chaplains 

Judicial opinions 

Christian population 

Acceptance of the Bible 

Unofficial Christian declarations 

Conclusion 

Preview 



tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мпΥопΣ άwƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ 
exalts a nation, but sin is a 
ǊŜǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 
 

tǎ ооΥмнΣ ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǿƘƻǎŜ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ 
 

Ps 138:2, άFor You have magnified 
¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ¸ƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜέ 
(NKJV) 

God Blesses His Truth 



John Winthrop 

άCƻǊ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
be as a City set upon a Hill; the eyes 
of all people are upon us; so that if 
we shall deal falsely with our God in 
this work we have undertaken and 
so cause him to withdraw his 
present help from us, we shall be a 
story and a by-word through the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  

WƻƘƴ ²ƛƴǘƘǊƻǇΣ ά! aƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΣέ 
Winthrop Papers, 2:292-95. 



A City Set Upon a Hill 

Matt 5:13, 16:  
ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
world. A city set on a hill 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΧ[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
light shine before men in 
such a way that they may 
see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 
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Speech by Attorney General Janet Reno, 

Newark, New Jersey, May 5, 1995. Quoted in 

James Bovard, ñWaco Must Get a Hearing,ò Wall 

Street Journal, May 15, 1995. 

ñYou are part of a government that has 

given its people more freedométhan 

any other government in the history of 

the world.ò  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Janetreno.jpg


Declaration of Independence 

άǘƘŜ [ŀǿǎ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ GodΣέ  

άwe hold these truths to be self evident, that all men 
are created ŜǉǳŀƭΣέ  

άthey are endowed by their Creator with certain 
ǳƴŀƭƛŜƴŀōƭŜ wƛƎƘǘǎΣέ  

άappealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for 
the rectitude of our intentionsΣέ 

άǿƛǘƘ firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦέ 

Church of the Holy Trinity v. U.S., 143 U.S. 457, 467-68 (1892) 



Scripture and Psychological Damage 

ά.ǳǘ ƛŦ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ New 
Testament were read without 
explanation, they could be, and 
in his specific experience with 
children Dr. Grayzel observed, 
had been, psychologically 
harmful to the child and had 
caused a divisive force within 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ 

School District of Abington Township v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203, 209 (1963).  



Lack of Pre-1947 Precedent 

CASE DATE 
PRE 1947  

CITATIONS 
POST 1947 

CITATIONS 

Levitt v. Committee 1973 0 18 

Committee v. Nyquist 1973 1 99 

Stone v. Graham 1980 0 9 

Marsh v. Chambers 1982 1 32 

Barton, Myth of Separation, 163-66. 



ÅñJack Phillips is a baker who declined to 

bake a wedding cake for a same-sex couple 

because his Christian belief is that marriage 

exists only between a man and woman. 

Now a Colorado judge has ordered him to 

bake cakes for same-sex marriages, and if 

Phillips refuses, he could go to jail.ò 

Ken Klukowski, ñBaker Faces Prison for Refusing to Bake Same-Sex 

Wedding Cake,ò online: http://www.breitbart.com/Big-

Government/2013/12/12/Christian-Baker-Willing-to-Go-to-Jail-for-Declining-

Gay-Wedding-Cake, 12 December 2013, accessed 16 May 2014. 



Dr. James Dobson 
ñI have to be honest. Itôs a 
very scary time for our nation 
right now. Weôre kind of at a 
watershed moment...Weôre 
just trampling the 
Constitution. Itôs bulling. Itôs 
just a straight bully tactic. é 
thatôs not the country our 
forefathers foresaw.ò 

http://www.theblaze.com/stories/2013/05/17/trampling-the-
constitution-famed-christian-claims-irs-bullied-ministry-threatened-to-

deny-tax-application-over-criticism-of-obama/ 
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One Hundred Dollars 



Ten Thousand Dollars 



One Million Dollars 



One Hundred Million $ 



One Billion Dollars 



One Trillion Dollars 



One Trillion Dollars 



15 Trillion Dollars 



114.5 Trillion Dollars 



ñI urge this Congress to pursue a 

bipartisan, market-based solution to 

climate �F�K�D�Q�J�H�«�%�X�W���L�I���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V��
�Z�R�Q�¶�W���D�F�W���V�R�R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���I�X�W�X�U�H��
generations, I will. I will direct my 

cabinet to come up with executive 

actions we can take, now and in the 

future, to reduce pollution, prepare 

our communities for the 

consequences of climate change, and 

speed the transition to more 

sustainable sources of energy.ò. 

http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/st

ate-of-the-union-2013-the-presidents-remarks-

on-energy 


