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“For in the case of those who have once
been enlightened and have tasted of the
heavenly gift and have been made
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have
tasted the good word of God and the
powers of the age to come, and then have
fallen away, it is impossible to renew
them again to repentance, since they
again crucify to themselves the Son of
God and put Him to open shame” (Heb.
6:4-6; NASB)
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into Judaism
Loss of maturity;
divine discipline
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Exodus 14:30-31
“Thus the LORD saved Israel that
day from the hand of the
Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore.
When Israel saw the great power
which the LORD had used against
the Egyptians, the people feared
the LORD, and they believed in
the LORD and in His servant
Moses.”

1 Corinthians 1:2.
“To the church of God that
is in Corinth, to those
sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints together
with all those who in every
place call upon the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
both their Lord and ours.”

2 Corinthians 1:1
"To the church of God
that is at Corinth, with all
the saints who are in the
whole of Achaia."

The Corinthians' Assumed
Believing Status


1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:1, 5, 6:11, 19-20



2 Corinthians 1:1, 21-22, 24; 3:2-3; 6:1416; 8:9; 10:15
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John 20:30-31
“Therefore many other signs
Jesus also performed in the
presence of the disciples, which
are not written in this book; but
these have been written so that
you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing you may have life
in His name.”
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oracles of God, and you have come to need milk
and not solid food. For everyone who partakes
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righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food
is for the mature, who because of practice have
their senses trained to discern good and evil.”
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renew them again to repentance, since
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powers of the age to come, and then
have fallen away, it is impossible to
renew them again to repentance, since
they again crucify to themselves the Son
of God and put Him to open shame”
(Heb. 6:4-6; NASB)
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to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that
you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.” (Heb. 6:712; NASB)
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1 Corinthians 9:27
“but I discipline my body
and make it my slave, so
that, after I have preached
to others, I myself will not
be disqualified.”
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Charles Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible, Page 1521

“Others understand the passage to be a warning to genuine
believers to urge them on in Christian growth and maturity.
To ‘fall away’ is impossible (since, according to this view,
true believers are eternally secure), but the phrase is placed
in the sentence to strengthen the warning. It is similar to
saying something like this to a class of students: ‘It is
impossible for a student, once enrolled in this course, if he
turns the clock back [which cannot be done], to start the
course over. Therefore, let all students go on to deeper
knowledge.’ In this view the phrases in verses 4-5 are
understood to refer to the conversion experience.”
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