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Genesis 11:1-4
1 Now the whole earth usedthe samelanguageand the
samewords. 2 It cameaboutasthey journeyedeast,that
they founda plain in the landof Shinarandsettledthere.
3 Theysaidto oneanother,ά/ƻƳŜΣlet usmakebricksand
burn them thoroughly.έAnd they usedbrick for stone,
and they usedtar for mortar. 4 Theysaid,ά/ƻƳŜΣlet us
build for ourselvesa city, and a tower whose top will
reachinto heaven,and let usmakefor ourselvesa name,
otherwisewe will be scatteredabroad over the face of
the wholeearth.έ



Genesis 11:5-7
5 TheLord camedown to seethe city and the tower
which the sons of men had built. 6 The Lord said,
ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣthey are one people,and they all have the
samelanguage. Andthis iswhat theybeganto do,and
now nothing which they purpose to do will be
impossiblefor them. 7 ά/ƻƳŜΣlet Us go down and
there confuse their language, so that they will not
understandoneŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎspeech.έ



Genesis 11:8-9
8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there
over the faceof the wholeearth; and they stopped
building the city. 9 Thereforeits name was called
Babel, because there the Lord confused the
languageof the whole earth; and from there the
Lord scatteredthem abroad over the face of the
wholeearth.



Genesis 11:6

The Lord said, ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ
they are one people,and
they all have the same
language. Andthis iswhat
they began to do, and
now nothing which they
purpose to do will be
impossiblefor them.έ



The Lord smelled the
soothing aroma; and the
Lord said to Himself,άLwill
never again curse the
ground on accountof man,
for the intent of ƳŀƴΩǎ
heart is evil from his youth;
and I will never again
destroy every living thing,
as I have done.[emphasis
mine].

Genesis 8:21



Lord Acton

ά!ƭƭpower tends to corrupt and
absolutepowercorruptsabsolutely.έ





Genesis 11:1-4
1 Now the whole earth usedthe samelanguageand the
samewords. 2 It cameaboutasthey journeyedeast, that
they founda plain in the landof Shinarandsettledthere.
3 Theysaidto oneanother,ά/ƻƳŜΣlet usmakebricksand
burn them thoroughly.έAnd they usedbrick for stone,
and they usedtar for mortar. 4 Theysaid,ά/ƻƳŜΣlet us
build for ourselvesa city, and a tower whose top will
reachinto heaven,and let usmakefor ourselvesa name,
otherwisewe will be scatteredabroad over the face of
the wholeearth.έ





Larkin, The Book of Revelation, 151.

The river Euphrates, on which the city of Babylon was
built, wasone of the four branchesinto which the river
that flowed through the Garden of Eden was divided,
and Satandoubtlesschose the site of Babylon as his
headquartersfrom which to sally forth to tempt Adam
and Eve. It was doubtless here that the Antediluvian
apostasyhad its sourcethat endedin the flood. To this
centre the άŦƻǊŎŜǎof 9Ǿƛƭέgravitated after the Flood,
andά.ŀōŜƭέwas the result. Thiswas the origin of the
nations,but the nationswere not scatteredabroadover
the earth until Satanhad implanted in them theά±ƛǊǳǎέ
of a doctrine that has been the source of every false
religionthe world haseverknown.



Spread of the Mother-Child Cult
Mother Child

Assyria Ishtar Tammuz

Phoenicia Astarte Baal

Egypt Isis Osirus/Horus

Greece Aphrodite Eros

Rome Venus Cupid

Asia Cybele Desius

India Isi Aswara

Roman Catholicism Mary Jesus

Israel Queen of Heaven 
(Jer. 7:18; 44:17)

Tammuz (Ezek. 
8:14-15)

Alexander Hislop, Two Babylons



Larkin, The Book of Revelation, 151. 

Theriver Euphrates,on whichthe city of Babylonwasbuilt,
was one of the four branchesinto which the river that
flowed throughthe Gardenof Edenwasdivided,andSatan
doubtlesschosethe site of Babylonas his headquarters
from which to sally forth to tempt Adamand Eve. It was
doubtless here that the Antediluvian apostasy had its
sourcethat endedin the flood. Tothis centretheάŦƻǊŎŜǎof
9Ǿƛƭέgravitatedafter the Flood,andάBabelέwasthe result.
Thiswas the origin of the nations,but the nations were
not scattered abroad over the earth until Satan had
implanted in them theά±ƛǊǳǎέof a doctrine that hasbeen
the source of every false religion the world has ever
known.
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Isaiah 13-14

ÂDay of the Lord (13:6-9)

ÂCosmic disturbances (13:10-13)

ÂGlobal judgment (13:11-12)

ÂSodom and Gomorrah (13:19)

ÂComplete and final desolation (13:20-22)

ÂUniversal peace and rest (14:5-8)

ÂLǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ όмпΥм-4)

Morris, Revelation Record, 348. 



Isaiah 13/Matthew 24 Connection

Â Isaiah 13:10; Matthew 24:29

Â Isaiah 13:12; Matthew 24:21-22



Jeremiah 50-51

ÂSudden destruction (51:8)

ÂComplete destruction (50:3, 13, 26, 39-40; 
51:29, 43, 62)

ÂNo reuse of building materials (51:26)

ÂBelievers flee (50:8; 51:6, 45)

ÂLǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ όрлΥнΣ п-5, 20; 51:50)

Dyer, "The Identity of Babylon in Revelation 17ς18 (Part 2)," 443-49. 



Herodotus, Histories, 1:191 (450 B.C.)

άΧhe conductedthe river by a channelinto the
lakeΧand so he made the former courseof the
river passableby the sinking of the stream.
Whenthis hadbeendone,the Persianswho had
been posted for this very purpose entered by
the bed of the river Euphratesinto Babylon,the
streamhavingsunkso far that it reachedabout
to the middle of a ƳŀƴΩǎthighΧthose
Babylonianswho dwelt in the middle did not
knowthat they hadbeencapturedΧέ





The Ancient Near East Texts Relating to the Old Testament, 315-16. 

Without any battle. . . sparingBabylon. . . any
calamity.... I am Cyrus...kingof Babylon....When
I entered Babylon...under jubilation and
rejoicing...troops walked around Babylon...in
peace,I did not allow anybodyto terrorize (any
place) of the [country of Sumer]and Akkad. I
strove for peace in Babylon...and in all his
(other) sacred cities....I returned to (these)
sacredcitieson the other sideof the Tigris,the
sanctuariesof which have been in ruins for a
long time, the images which (used) to live
therein and establishedfor them permanent
sanctuaries.



I (also)gatheredall their (former) inhabitants
and returned (to them) their habitations.
Furthermore,I resettled... unharmed,in their
(former)chapels,the placeswhichmakethem
happy. May all the gods whom I have
resettled in their sacredcities ask daily Bel
and Nebofor a long life for me...all of them I
resettled in a peaceful place... ducks and
doves,...I endeavouredto fortify/repair their
dwellingplaces. . .

The Ancient Near East Texts Relating to the Old Testament, 315-16. 
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Jeremiah 50-51

ÂSudden destruction (51:8)

ÂComplete destruction (50:3, 13, 26, 39-40; 
51:29, 43, 62)

ÂNo reuse of building materials (51:26)
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.ŀōȅƭƻƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ !ŦǘŜǊ роф .Φ/Φ

ÂIŜǊƻŘƻǘǳǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΩǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ όпрл .Φ/Φύ

Â Alexander the Great visits and dies in Babylon (323 B.C.)

Â Seleucusseizes Babylon (312 B.C.)

Â{ǘǊŀōƻ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
άǎŜǾŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ όнр .Φ/ύ 

Â Babylonians present on Pentecost (Acts 2:9)

Â Talmud promulgated from Babylon (A.D. 500)

ÂHaukalmentions Babylonian village (A.D. 917)

Â.ŀōȅƭƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ǿƻ aƻǎǉǳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άHilahέ ό!Φ5Φ ммллύ

Hitchcock and Ice, The Truth Behind Left Behind, 109



Dr. John Walvoord
The Nations in Prophecy, 63-64

ά!ǎfar as the historic fulfillment is concerned,it is
obviousfrom both Scriptureand history that these
verseshave not been literally fulfilled. The city of
Babylon continued to flourish after the Medes
conquered it, and though its glory dwindled,
especiallyafter the control of the Medes and the
Persiansended in 323 B.C., the city continued in
someform or substanceuntil A.D. 1000anddid not
experience a sudden termination such as
anticipatedin this prophecy.έ



Parallels Between Jeremiah 50-51 & Revelation 17-18

Jeremiah Revelation

Associated with a Golden cup 51:7a 17:3-4; 18:6

Dwelling on many waters 51:13 17:1

Intoxicating the nations 51:7b 17:2

Same name 50:1 17:5

Stone sinking into Euphrates 51:63-64 18:21

Sudden destruction 51:8 18:8

Destroyed by fire 51:30 17:16

Final, uninhabitable 50:39 18:21

Deserved 50:29 18:6

DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƭŜŜ51:6, 45 18:4

Heaven rejoices 51:48 18:20
Dyer, "The Identity of Babylon in Revelation 17ς18 (Part 2)," 441-43. 



LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ hǊŀŎƭŜǎ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ όLǎŀ моς23)

1. Babylon (13:1-14:23)

2. Assyria (14:24-27)

3. Philistia (14:28-32)

4. Moab (15-16)

5. Damascus and Samaria (17)

6. Ethiopia (18)

7. Egypt (19-20)

8. Babylon (21:1-10)

9. Edom (21:11-12)

10.Arabia (21:13-17)

11.Jerusalem (22)

12.Tyre(23)
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Zechariah 5:5-11
5 Thenthe angelwho wasspeakingwith me went out
andsaidto me,ά[ƛŦǘup now your eyesandseewhat
this is goingforth.έ6 I said,ά²ƘŀǘisƛǘΚέAndhe said,
ά¢Ƙƛǎis the ephahgoingforth.έAgainhe said,ά¢Ƙƛǎis
their appearancein all the land 7 (andbehold,a lead
cover was lifted up); and this is a woman sitting
inside the ephah.έ 8 Then he said, ά¢Ƙƛǎis
²ƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎΗέAnd he threw her down into the
middle of the ephahand cast the lead weight on its
opening.



Zechariah 5:5-11
9 ThenI lifted up my eyesand looked,and there two
women were coming out with the wind in their
wings; and they had wingslike the wingsof a stork,
and they lifted up the ephahbetweenthe earth and
the heavens. 10 I saidto the angelwho wasspeaking
with me,ά²ƘŜǊŜare they takingtheŜǇƘŀƘΚέ11Then
he saidto me,ά¢ƻbuild a temple for her in the land
of Shinar; and when it is prepared,she will be set
there on her own pedestal.έ



Zechariah 5:5-11

ÂWoman (wickedness)

ÂEphah (commerce)

ÂHouse (Temple-2 Sam 7; religion)

ÂShinar (Gen 10:10; 11:2; Dan 1:2)



Genesis 11:1-4
1 Now the whole earth usedthe samelanguageand the
samewords. 2 It cameaboutasthey journeyedeast, that
they founda plain in the landof Shinarandsettledthere.
3 Theysaidto oneanother,ά/ƻƳŜΣlet usmakebricksand
burn them thoroughly.έAnd they usedbrick for stone,
and they usedtar for mortar. 4 Theysaid,ά/ƻƳŜΣlet us
build for ourselvesa city, and a tower whose top will
reachinto heaven,and let usmakefor ourselvesa name,
otherwisewe will be scatteredabroad over the face of
the wholeearth.έ





Hitchcock
The Second Coming of Babylon, 109.

ZECHARIAH 5:5-11 REVELATION 17ς18

Woman sitting in a basket
Woman sitting on beast, seven 
mountains, many waters 
(17: 3, 9, 15)

Emphasis on commerce 
(basket for measuring grain)

Emphasis on commerce 
(merchant of grain, 18:13)

²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎ
²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ .ŀōȅƭƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Great, Mother of Harlots and 
Abominations of the Earth

Focus on False worship 
(temple is built for the woman)

Focus on False worship (17:5)

Woman taken to Babylon Woman called Babylon



Pink, The Antichrist, 281. 

ά¢ƘŜvisionor prophecycontainsthe
germ which is afterward expanded
and developedin suchdetail in Rev.
17and18.έ



Newton
Babylon: Its Future, History, and Doom, 1890, p. 64.

ά¢Ƙŀǘthis event predicted in this remarkable
passage remains still unaccomplished, is
sufficiently evident from the fact of
½ŜŎƘŀǊƛŀƘΩǎhaving prophesiedafter Babylon
had received that blow under which it has
gradually waned. Zechariah lived after
Babylon had passedinto the hands of the
Persians. . .έ



Daniel Interprets the Writing (5:24-28)



.ŜƭǎƘŀȊȊŀǊΩǎkingdom was to be taken away from
him becausehe hadbeenweighedin the balanceof
DƻŘΩǎjusticeandfound wanting.



Zechariah 1:7
7 Onthe twenty-fourth dayof the eleventh
month, which is the month Shebat, in the
second year of Darius, the word of the
LORDcameto Zechariahthe prophet, the
son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, as
follows:
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Revelation9:14

άƻƴŜsayingto the sixth
angel who had the
trumpet, ΨwŜƭŜŀǎŜthe
four angels who are
bound at the great
river Euphrates.Ωέ



Revelation16:12

ά¢ƘŜsixth angel
pouredout hisbowl on
the great river, the
Euphrates; and its
water wasdried up, so
that the way would be
prepared for the kings
from the east.έ



East = Babylon

ÂGenesis 2:8

ÂGenesis 11:2

ÂMatthew 2:2
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5th Non-Chronological Parenthetical Insertion 
(Rev 17:1ς19:6)

Â Destruction of Babylon

Â Expansion of Rev 16:19

Â One hour (Rev 18:10, 17, 19, 21)

Â God uses the beast (Rev 17:17) to destroy 
Babylon (Rev 18)

Â Heavenly rejoicing (Rev 19:1-6)

Â Literal Babylon
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F. F. Bruce
άwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ƛƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƛōƭŜ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ мфусΣ ǇΦ мснмΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎtitle waswritten on her forehead:
Mystery: ΨƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΩindicates that the
name she bears...is not to be
understood literally, but allegorically:
Babylonthe Great is read, but ΨwƻƳŜΩ
ismeant(cf. verses9, 19).έ



άa¸{¢9w¸έ Lb I!w[h¢Ω{ ¢L¢[9Κ w9±Φ мтΥр 

And on her forehead a name was written :
MYSTERY,BABYLONTHEGREAT,THEMOTHER
OF HARLOTSAND OF THEABOMINATIONSOF
THEEARTH. (KJV,NIV)

Χandupon her foreheada namewaswritten, a
mystery,ά.!.¸[hbTHEGREAT,THEMOTHER
OF HARLOTSAND OF THEABOMINATIONSOF
THEEARTH.έ(NASB)



άaȅǎǘŜǊȅέ 5ŜŦƛƴŜŘ

άLƴthe N.T, it [ƳȅǎǘŢǊƛƻƴ] denotes,not the
mysterious (as with the Eng. word), but
that which, being outside the range of
unassistednatural apprehension,can be
made known only by Divine revelation,
and is madeknown in a mannerand at a
time appointedby God,and to thosewho
areilluminedby HisSpirit.έ

W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of 
the Old and New Testament Words(Nashville: Nelson, 1996), 424.



Revelation 17:3

ά!ƴŘhe carried me away in the Spirit
into a wilderness; and I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast, full of
blasphemousnames,havingsevenheads
andten horns.έ





Literal Geography in Revelation
Thomas, Revelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Commentary, 206-207. 

Asia 1:4 Sardis 3:1

Ephesus 2:1 Philadelphia 3:7

Smyrna 2:8 Laodicea 3:14

Pergamum 2:12 Euphrates 9:14;16:12

Thyatira 2:18
Armageddon

16:16





OT Descriptions of Babylon in Rev 17ς18

Revelation 17ς18 Old Testament

Waters 17:1 Psalm 137:1

Babylon the Great 17:5 Daniel 4:30

Mother harlots 17:5 Genesis 11:1-9

Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon

18:2 Isaiah 21:9

Will not see 
widowhood

18:7 Isaiah 47:7-9

Colorful attire 17:4; 18:16 Daniel 5:7, 16, 29

Sorcery 18:23 1saiah 47:9-13
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Revelation 17:5
άand on her forehead a name was
written, a mystery, άBABYLON THE
GREAT,THEMOTHEROFHARLOTSAND
OFTHEABOMINATIONSOFTHEEARTH.έ



Other Alternatives ?

ÂReligious system?

Â Jerusalem?

ÂRome?

ÂRevived Rome?

ÂTwo Babylons?
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Revelation 17:18

άThe woman whom you saw is the
great city, which reigns over the
kingsof the earth.



Revelation 18:10

άstanding at a distance becauseof
the fear of her torment, saying,
Ψ²ƻŜΣwoe, the great city, Babylon,
the strongcity! For in one hour your
judgmenthascome.Ωέ



Other Alternatives ?

ÂReligious system?

Â Jerusalem?

ÂRome?

ÂRevived Rome?

ÂTwo Babylons?



Isaiah 23:17
άIt will comeabout at the end of seventy
yearsthat the LORDwill visit Tyre. Then
she will go back to her ƘŀǊƭƻǘΩǎwages
and will play the harlot with all the
kingdomson the faceof the earth.έ



Nahum 3:4
άAll becauseof the manyharlotriesof the
harlot, Thecharmingone,the mistressof
sorceries, Who sells nations by her
harlotries Andfamiliesby her sorceries.έ



Other Alternatives ?

ÂReligious system?

Â Jerusalem?

ÂRome?

ÂRevived Rome?

ÂTwo Babylons?





Revelation 17:9-10

άIŜǊŜis the mind whichhaswisdom. The
seven heads are seven mountains on
which the woman sits, 10 and they are
sevenkings; five havefallen, one is, the
other has not yet come; and when he
comes,hemustremaina little while.έ


