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Hermeneutics

A Preterist= Hyperbole based on Apocalyptic
literature

A Futurist= Normal, literal, consistent




One Meaning

The literal interpretation is The literal interpretation is
the explicit assertion of the specific intention of the
the words—DENOTATIVE figure—CONOTATIVE

Chart by Earl Radmacher



Revelation's Symbols and Figures of Spee
AG{ LIANRK Gdzl £ £ & ¢
Aa{ AIdYyE OMHYM

AG[ A1 SE€ 2NJ al
A OT correspondence (Rev 13:2; Dan 7)

A Contextual interpretations (17:18)
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Symbols and Figures of Speech

A Context (Rev 12:3, 9)

A Old Testament (Rev
12:1; Gen 37:490)

A Comparison (Rev 8:8)




GLOBAL EVENTS YET TO OCCUR
World populationdestroyed(Rev 6:8; 9:15)
Seaturnsto blood (Rev 16:3)
GreatestEarthquakan history(Rev 16:18)

Thegreatcity that reignsoverthe entire earth
(Rev17:18)



Apocalyptic Books

A Enoch
A Apocalypse of Baruch:
A Jubilees |
A Assumption of Moses
A Psalms of Solomon
A Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs
A Sibylline Oracles




Emergent Eschatology and Genre

G ¢ KoBok of Revelationis an example of popular
literary genre of ancient Judaism,known today as
Jewish apocalyptic Trying to read it without
understandingits genre would be like watching Star
Trek or some other sciencefiction show thinking it
wasa historicaldocumentaryinsteadof beinga book
about the distant future, it becomesa way of talking
aboutthe challenge®f the immediatepresente

Brian McLarenThe Secret Message of Jeslig576



= failure to takein to accountthis feature hasled
Ny someto the most outlandishteachingson this
B | book by some whose rule of interpretation is
e Wi A unessdbgurdQrhoughthisisagoodrule

--------------------------------
..................

Steve Gregg

Revelation: Four Views, 11

a! y 2 06bHNS similarity between the
Apocalypseand its uninspired counterpartsis
the use of vivid iImages and symbolXin
depictingthe conflict betweengoodand evil. A

when dealingwith literature written in a literal
genre, it Is the exact opposite in the case of
apocalypticliterature, where symbolismis the
rule andliteralismisthe exceptiong



G. BCaird

The Language and Imagery of the Bible
(London: Duckworth, 1980), 253.

. JB. Caird best summarizes the
pvtedoe il Matter when he says,"What seems
; 3 to haveescapednotice at the time
IS that Eschatologyis a metaphor,
the applicationof end of the world
language to that which Is not
literally the end of the world.€
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Kenneth Gentry

Four Views of Revelatiop, 38.

oXthe preterist view does understand
wS @St I propleeieQ &s strongly
reflecting actual historical events In
W2 Knea&l tuture, thoughthey are set
In apocalyptic drama and clothed In
poetichyperboles



Sproul

The Last Days According to Jesus, 45.

5 & wdza @né €dlvin agree that the
R language employed in  biblical
‘ ~ prophecy is not always cold and
ogicalas iIs common in the western

- -
wedeeore. world, but adopts a kind of fervor

ACCORDING

JESUS T commonto the Eask




Don Preston

Who Is This Babylon? (Don K. Preston, 1999), 56.

‘ PreteristDon Prestonalsoreliesupon Revelation
Wiiesa  to belongingto the apocalypticcategoryin order
V¥ to find support for his view that Revelation's
| globallanguagewas fulfilled in the local events
of AD. 70. He observes that apocalyptic
literature hyperbolizes the destruction of
Jerusalem Accordingto SibyllineOracle 5:153,
& U KvBole creation was & K I { Whérg war
began on Jerusalem If Revelation is also
apocalypticliterature, then Revelationmust be

similarlyusinghyperboliclanguage




Robert Thomas

a! [/ tFraaArlolt 5AaLISyalidAzylFfAal
Four Views of the Book of Revelation, p.181.

a !Preteristapproachmust assumean

FOUR VIEWS ON THE B

apocalyptic genre In which the
REVELATION? P yP J

language only faintly and indirectly
reflectsthe actualevents Thisextreme
allegorical interpretation allows for
finding fulfillments in the first-century
RomanEmpireprior to the destruction
of Jerusalemn A.D. 70.€



Apocalyptic Genre Versus Revelation

Adapted from Thomas, Evangelical Hermeneutics, 338

APOCALYPTIC GENRE

Pseudonymous
Pessimistic about the present
No epistolary framework

Limited admonitions for moral
compliance

aSaairil KQa O2YA

future
Does not call itself prophecy
Vaticinaex eventu

Primarily concerns a future
generation (1 Enoch 1:2)

REVELATION

Not pseudonymous
Not pessimistic about the present
Epistolary framework

Repeated admonitions for moral
compliance

FaAra T2NJ aSaaAh
Calls itself prophecy

Futuristic prediction

Concerns both the present
generation of the author (Rev3)
and a future generation (Revc?2)
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A Preterist= chronological

A Futurist= adverbial, qualitative, imminent
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R.C. Sproul, The Last Days According to Jesus, p.139
SHORTLY, QUICKdtYl O2 & £

1:1 X¢KAYy3Ia gKAOK Ydzald aK2NIf @

2:16 Repent, or else | will come to you quickly.

3:11 Behold, | come quickly!
226 X2 KAOK Ydzad akKz2Nute GF 1S
22:7 Behold, | come quickly!
22:12 Behold, | am coming quickly!
22:20 Surely, | am coming quickly!
NEAR, AT HANDEggus
1:3  The time is near.
22:10 The time is at hand.

ABOUT TO, ON THE POINTMEIIwE
1:19 2 NAGSXUOKS GKAy3Ia GKIF O
310 XUKS K2dzNJ 2F GNAIFf XA &




Chronological Versus Adverbial Usd atos

A GL K2LJS (U 2sodEz2 YOSu (iC2A Y 20dY M I
G S S WEHcKEzi b1 ® & HHYMYy O
A LXX

E

seali 1302 He. felultinealsa wll . o
soonO2 Y S € o AN

Lal Al K pwmYp Ynedr,My
salvation has gone forth, And my arms will
judge the peoples; The coastlands will
wait upon me, And on My arms they will

U NXza 0 ®¢

Thomas Icend Times Controvergp.102108



Imminency
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Theme Verse (Rev. 1:7)

A Preterist= destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70;

spiritual/ invisible coming
i

A Futurist= future, literal/ bodily coming

a. S Klﬂefis%mth the clouds
and everyeyewill'seeHim, eventhose
who pierced Him; and all the tribes of
the earth will mourn overHim.g

ey SR




Preteristf2 o [/ 2YA Yy da

Incarnation

A.D. 70

3

Bodily Return




Preterist Key Words (Rev 1:7)

Clouds= Isa 19:1 cloud imagery depicts rRon
bodily divine jJudgment

Pierced= Jewish guilt for crucifying Christ
(Acts 2:2223)

Tribes= tribes of Israel

Eath6 3To I fFyR 2F LaN



Preterist Problems

A G ! thef Tribesof the 9 I NJLXX&= G I df f
they | GA2YaEé

e Genl23: 2814 Ps72:17;: Zechl4:17

A & 9 | NI3M&Esa globalmeaningin other
contexts
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Relevance to the 7 Churches

A Preterist Revelationis irrelevant unless it
happenedwithin the generationof the seven
churches

A Futurist Revelation comforts the seven
churcheswith avisionof the future




OT Prophets Comfort Through
Futuristic Visions

|salah 4@66
Ezekiel 3d48
Amos 9:1115
Zechariah 1214

Revelation 422



Exhortations Drawn from
Revelation 20:715

ASmymada{ SO2YR RSI 0KE
ASardisd. 221 2F fAFSE




G 2 K Hoésa localizedjudgment hundredsof miles
away have to do with the sevenchurchesin Asia?
Xthe promise to shield the Philadelphianchurch
from judgment (3:10-11) i1s meaninglessif that

judgmentoccursfar beyondthe bordersof that city.€
¢ RobertThomasFourViewsof Revelationp.225
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Artwork by Pal Marvenko Smith ©1082, 1592 :
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D2RQa 5A @2 NDS

A Preterist The scrollsin Rev 5 and Ezekiel2-3
representD 2 ROWarceof Israel

A Futurist ThescrollsrepresentD 2 Rréstoration

of nationallsrael




Ezekiel Ezekiel

Commissioned Recommissioned
(1-3) mouth closed (33) mouth opened

Luc gment on l Blessing on
Judah (1-24) Judah (33-48)

-Glory departs -Glory Returns
Judgment
on

Nations
(25-32)

Source: Charles Dyer, Notes on Ezekiel




Abrahamic Covenant

ABRAHAMIC

Genesis

15
| 5 !
LAND m BLESSING
| | |
LAND DAVIDIC NEW

Deuteronomy 2 Samuel Jeremiah
31:31-34

Unconditional covenant with a conditional blessing (Deut. 28; Lev. 26)



9 UARSYOS 2F | 0NI K
Unconditional Nature
ANE covenant ratification ceremony (Gen 15)
b2 aidl dSR O2yRAGAZ2YyA 7T
Covenant's eternality (Gen 17:7, 13, 19)
Covenant's immutability (Heb 6:418)

Transgenerational reaffirmation despite perpetual
national disobedience (Jer. 31:3%)

Walvoord, The Millennial Kingdoni14952



>

>

>

Land Promises Fulfilled in the Time of
Joshua or Solomon?

Extended contexdosh 13:47

Land gained was a fraction of what was promise
Num. 34 vs. Gen. 15

Jerusalem unconquered by Joshlgsh 15:63

ForeveriAsen 17:8

Amos 9:1115 Reaffirms land promises

Fruchtenbaumlisraelology 52122, 63132



The Promised Land
What Israel Initially Possessed .
. Constable, Notes on Numbers, p. 99
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144,000 (Rev. 1)

A Preterist 144,000 representsthe new Israel/
Church

A Futurist 144,000 represents the trbulation
period Jewishevangelists




144,000 (Rev. )
144,000 vy 1) ANV A2 SINT I CIiE S Y
OT treats the tribes as:literal,-histencal-(Ger3w)
De-literalize the 144,000 (7:9)
6/ KdzZNDOKEé | e2Syi Ay wS0Q
Global language(7:9; 5:9)

Tribes are notlost(Jas 1:1; Acts 26:7)



Distinctions Between 144,000 & Multitude

REVELATION #8l REVELATION AY

Numbered Innumerable

Jews All nations

Sealed Slain

Sealed before the Converted out of the
Tribulation Tribulation

Hitchcock and Ice, The Truth Behind Left Behind, 77
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Temple (Rev. 11)

A Preterist John writing about the
Herodiantemple

A Futurist John writing about the future
ik | vy A RPN &0 Qa




Problems with the Herodian Temple View
of Revelation 11:-P

A AOF dzl demapleivision is possible

A John was hundreds of miles away on
Patmos

A Rev 11:313 fulfilled A.D. 707?

Al 5 Tn SYRa UKS a
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of Revelation 11:-P
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Temple Visions of Daniel and Ezekiel

586 573 551 538 536 515
> > >
Temple Ezekiel's | paniel’s temple Temple
destroyed temple vision' \isions rebuilt




Problems with the Herodian Temple View
of Revelation 11:-P

A AOF dzl demapleivision is possible

A John was hundreds of miles away on
Patmos

A Rev 11:313 fulfilled A.D. 707?

Al 5 Tn SYRa UKS a
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Artwork by Pat Marvenko Smith ©1982, 1992
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Problems with the Herodian Temple View
of Revelation 11:-P

A AOF dzl demapleivision is possible

A John was hundreds of miles away on
Patmos

A Rev 11:3213 fulfilled A.D. 707
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Gentry

He Shall Have Dominip#h21-22

[the two witnesses] a LINE O
represent a small body of
. Christians who remained In
Jerusalemto testify I 3 | A tiiea
temple. & ¢ K & portrayed as
two, In that they are legal
| witnesses to the covenant

cursess




Problems with the Herodian Temple View
of Revelation 11:-P

A AOF dzl demapleivision is possible

A John was hundreds of miles away on
Patmos

A Rev 11:313 fulfilled A.D. 707?

Al 5 tn SYRA UKS a
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Christianity did not suddenly fill the whole earth

Rome was not destroyed

Rome did not consist of ten simultaneous kings

C
C
C

rist was not a smiting stone

nrist did not put an end to the earthly kingdoms

nrist did not usher in a political kingdom

PentecostBible Knowledge Commenta335
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The Woman (Rev. 12)

A Preterist Represents theslcentury Church

A Futurist Israel in the Tribulation




Gentry

He Shall Have Dominip#22 (emphasis mine)

a L Revelation12 John backs up

chronologicallyin order to show
the WY 2 { Bhtirthlih Jerusalem,
which was being protected from

Satan Inspired resistance This
would cover the time frame from

| K NAmanistey &hrough the Book
of Acts up until the destruction of

Jerusaleng




Problems with the Woman (Rev 12) = Churc
Al 60aSYOS 2F dQ@QX dzZNOK ¢
A Chronological problem (12:5)

A Parallel with Gen 37:20
A Fulfillment of Rev 12 prior to A.D. 70?




Now he had still anetiterdream,and related

It to his brothers, ant ,
still anotherdreant andbehold,the sunand

the moon and eleven stars were bowing
downto me.




a 2 K is this dream thg you have had’7ShaIII
and your mother and your brothers actually

cometo bow ourselvesdown before youto the
INR dzy RK & —




laaAdyAy3a aSlyAay3
Symbols and Figures of Speech
Sun = Jacob
Moon = Leah
Mmm { GF NBR T
12th Star = Joseph

MH {GFNR T
tribes




Problems with the Woman (Rev 12) = Churc
Al 60aSYOS 2F dQ@QX dzZNOK ¢
A Chronological problem (12:5)
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A Fulfillment of Rev 12 prior to A.D. 70?
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The Beast (Rev. 13)

A Preterist the beast Is Nero

A Futurist the beast Is the future antichrist




TABLE OF ALPHABETIC NOTATION

OF NUMERALS
Hebrew Hebrew
50
60
70
80
90
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
3800

Geoffrey Bromiley, ed., The Iuternational Bible Standard Bnoyclopedia, 3:556.
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= 6
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Nero Caesar




Problems With Neronian Calculation

N\

A Inconsistent use of numbers

Vo

A Transliteration from Greek to Hebrew

Vo

A Not suggested by the ancient commentators
Ad/ KSNNE LIAOlAY3IE 02



Nero Does Not Fit
the Facts of Revelation 13

A Nerodid not:

¢ Usherin persecutionfor exactly 42 months
(13:5)

¢ Controlthe entire planet(13:7; 5:9)

¢ Forcepeopleto receivea markon their right
hand or foreheadin order to participate in
the globaleconomy(13:16-18)



Nero Does Not Fit
the Facts of Revelation 13

A Nerodid not:

¢ Coercethe entire world to worshipa singular
Imageof him (13:15)

¢ Resurrecfrom the dead(13:14)

¢ Associate with a miracle working false
orophet(13:13, 15)

¢ Recelvaglobalveneration(13:8)
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Babylon (Rev. 118)

A Preterist Babylon is st century Jerusalem

A Futurist Babylon is a future city/ system




Babylon (Rev Xin y 0 stQentury Jerusalem

Vd

AGDNBLIFGO OAUGEE OwS@P mMMmY
A Harlot = Jerusalem (Je¢3, Ezek 16; 23; Hos 9:.




|sa

qt will come abo
yearsthat the LOR[B

17/
he end of sevent
Il visit Tyre Thei

she will go backto her K| NJ vZzage

and will play the harlot with all the

kingdomson the faceof the earth.€




9All becauseof the ‘ Wharlotries of the
harlot, Thecharmingone, the mistressof
sorceries, Who sells nations by her
harlotries Andfamiliesby her sorceries




Additional Problems with Equating
Babylon and Jerusalem

AdG. lloef2yé akKz2dzZz R NBOLI

A Fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecies
concerning Babylon (Jer &l ; Zech 5:81)

A Detalls of Rev X718 bear little resemblance to
1St century Jerusalem



Additional Problems with Equating
Babylon and Jerusalem

AdG.lloéef2yé akK2z2dzZ R NBGLF

A Fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecies
concerning Babylon (Jer &l ; Zech 5:81)

A Detalls of Rev X718 bear little resemblance to
1St century Jerusalem



Literal Geography in Revelation
Thomas, Revelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Commentan2@0g

Asia 1:4 Sardis 3:1

Ephesus 2:1 Philadelphia 3:7

Smyrna 2.8 Laodicea 3:14

Pergamum  2:12 Euphrates 9:14;16:12

Armageddon

Thyatira 2:18 16:16




Additional Problems with Equating
Babylon and Jerusalem

AdG. lloef2yé akKz2dzZz R NBOLI

A Fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecies
concerning Babylon (Jer §61; Zech 5:5811)

A Detalls of Rev X718 bear little resemblance to
1St century Jerusalem



" Sudden destruction (51:8)

Complete destruction (50:3, 13, 26, 3t;
51:29, 43, 62)

No reuse of building materials (51:26)
Believers flee (50:8; 51:6, 45)
LaNI St Qa NB IS5 Buts0) A 2

S ——




Parallels Between Jeremiah 5l & Revelation 1718

Associatedwith a@'Gaolden cup
pwWellingon,many waters
Intexieating the,Aations
Stone-sinking,into cuphrates
Sudaen.destruction
pestroyed.by;fire
“inal, uninhabitable
D2IR QAT [LISZENS
Heaven rejoices

Dyer, "The Identity of Babylon in Revelatiorg18 (Part 2)," 4443.




Zechariah 5: 831

Woman (wickedness)

Ephah (commerce)

House (Templ Sam 7; religion)s




Additional Problems with Equating
Babylon and Jerusalem

AdG. lloef2yé akKz2dzZz R NBOLI

A Fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecies
concerning Babylon (Jer &l ; Zech 5:81)

A Detalls of Rev 1718 bear little resemblance to
1st century Jerusalem




WSNHXzal f SYQa 5Aaz:
Revelation 1718
Sitting on many waters (17:15)7?

Reigns over the kings of the earth (17:1¢
Economic power (18)?
Mother of harlots (17:5)?

Never to be rebuilt again (18:21)7



Key Concepts

8. The woman in the

1. Hermeneutics wilderness (Rev 12)

2.0 ¢ AYS 9. The beast (Rev 13)

3. Theme verse (Rev 1:7) 10. Babylon (Rev 118)
4. Relevance to the seven 11./ KNA 41 Qa4 (K2
churches (Rev@) reign (Rev 20:110)

12. The eternal state (Rev 21
22)

5D2RQa RAG2ND¢

13. Concluding exhortation
(22:10) "

6. The 144,000 (Rev 7)

FOUR VIEWS OX THE CUDKD
'REVELATION )

/. The temple (Rev 11)



| KNAAGQa wmnnn

A Preterist: The millennium is a spiritual
kingdom that began in the 1st century

A Futurist: The millennium is an earthly
1AY3IAR2Y OGUKIO gAff F2




Four Problems with a
Spiritualized Millennium

Deliteralization of _
auKz2dzal yR e

5:10; 12:5)?

Two resurrections (20: 5)’7

Second Advent (20:9)?



Four Problems with a
Spiritualized Millennium

Deliteralization of
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5:10; 12:5)?

Two resurrections (20: 5)’7

Second Advent (20:9)?



Steve Gregg

Revelation: Four Views, -IP

a ! @ other apocalypses,certain
Sasm W humbers Iin  Revelation convey
SRiviAToNgd concepts more than count units.

”@ F‘OUR VIEWS b
AP,

The most evidentof theseis seven

perfectlone




Kenneth L. Gentry

He Shall Have Dominion: A Post Millennial Eschatology (Tyler, Texas:
Institute for Christian economics, 1992), page 335.

G ¢ Kptoper understanding of
the thousandyear time frame
IN Revelation 20 Is that it Is
representative of a long and
gloriouseraandis not limited to
a literal 365000 days The
figure representsa perfect cube
of 10, which Is the number of
guantitative perfectione




Reasons for Understanding 1000 Literally

AW2ZKYQa dzaS 2F AYRSTAY
¢ Revelation 20:8, 20:3

A9QEOSLIiA2Y G2 0GKS &l z

A Other numbers are taken literally

e Two witnesses (11:3), 7000 people (11:13),
Angels (7:1) 7 Angels (8:6),144,000 Jews
(7:4), 42 months (11:2), 1260 days (11:3)

A Not always a symbolic interpretation
¢ (Rev. 17:18)




Psalm

a C 2wedybe
s Mine, Th
thousandnills.

AR,

(NASB)

of the forest
cattle on a




Robert Thomas

Revelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Commentary
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1992), 408.

RobertThomasobserves
that, "no number In
Revelationis verifiably a
symbolicnumber.g



