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Partial tǊŜǘŜǊƛǎƳΩǎView of Revelation

Â ²ǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ !Φ5Φ слΩǎ

Â Mostly fulfilled in A.D. 70

Â tǊŜŘƛŎǘǎ !Φ5Φ тл ǎŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
divorce and judgment of adulterous Israel

Â Rev 20 describes a future bodily return of Christ 



Key Concepts

1. Hermeneutics
8. The woman in the 

wilderness (Rev 12)

2.ά¢ƛƳŜ ǘŜȄǘǎέ 9. The beast (Rev 13)

3. Theme verse (Rev 1:7) 10. Babylon (Rev 17ς18)

4. Relevance to the seven 
churches  (Rev 2ς3)

11./ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ 
reign (Rev 20:1-10) 

5.DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ όwŜǾ рύ
12. The eternal state (Rev 21ς

22)

6. The 144,000 (Rev 7)
13. Concluding exhortation 

(22:10)

7. The temple (Rev 11)
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Hermeneutics

Â Preterist= Hyperbole based on Apocalyptic 
literature

Â Futurist= Normal, literal, consistent





Revelation's Symbols and Figures of Speech

Âά{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅέ όммΥуύ

Âά{ƛƎƴέ όмнΥмύ

Âά[ƛƪŜέ ƻǊ άŀǎέ όуΥуύ

ÂOT correspondence (Rev 13:2; Dan 7)

ÂContextual interpretations (17:18)



!ǎǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ aŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Symbols and Figures of Speech

Â Context (Rev 12:3, 9)

Â Old Testament (Rev 
12:1; Gen 37:9-10)

Â Comparison (Rev 8:8)



GLOBAL EVENTS YET TO OCCUR

Â Worldpopulationdestroyed(Rev. 6:8; 9:15)

Â Seaturns to blood(Rev. 16:3)

Â GreatestEarthquakein history(Rev. 16:18)

Â Thegreatcity that reignsover the entire earth
(Rev. 17:18)



Apocalyptic Books

ÂEnoch

ÂApocalypse of Baruch

ÂJubilees

ÂAssumption of Moses

ÂPsalms of Solomon

ÂTestament of the Twelve Patriarchs

ÂSibylline Oracles



Emergent Eschatology and Genre

ά¢ƘŜbook of Revelationis an example of popular
literary genre of ancient Judaism,known today as
Jewish apocalyptic. Trying to read it without
understandingits genre would be like watching Star
Trek or some other sciencefiction show thinking it
wasa historicaldocumentaryΧinsteadof beinga book
about the distant future, it becomesa way of talking
about the challengesof the immediatepresent.έ

Brian McLaren, The Secret Message of Jesus, 175-76



ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊobvious similarity between the
Apocalypseand its uninspired counterparts is
the use of vivid images and symbolsΧin
depictingthe conflict betweengoodand evil. A
failure to take in to accountthis feature hasled
someto the most outlandishteachingson this
book by some whose rule of interpretation is
ΨƭƛǘŜǊŀƭunlessabsurd.ΩThoughthis isa goodrule
when dealingwith literature written in a literal
genre, it is the exact opposite in the caseof
apocalypticliterature, where symbolismis the
rule andliteralismis the exception.έ

Steve Gregg
Revelation: Four Views, 11



J.B. Caird best summarizes the
matter when he says,"What seems
to haveescapednotice at the time
is that Eschatologyis a metaphor,
the applicationof end of the world
language to that which is not
literally the endof the world.έ

G. B. Caird
The Language and Imagery of the Bible 

(London: Duckworth, 1980), 253.



άΧthe preterist view does understand
wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎprophecies as strongly
reflecting actual historical events in
WƻƘƴΩǎnear future, though they are set
in apocalyptic drama and clothed in
poetichyperbole.έ

Kenneth Gentry
Four Views of Revelation, p. 38.



Sproul
The Last Days According to Jesus, 45. 

άwǳǎǎŜƭƭand Calvin agree that the
language employed in biblical
prophecy is not always cold and
logical as is common in the western
world, but adopts a kind of fervor
commonto the East.έ



Don Preston
Who Is This Babylon? (Don K. Preston, 1999), 56.

PreteristDonPrestonalsoreliesuponRevelation
to belongingto the apocalypticcategoryin order
to find support for his view that Revelation's
global languagewas fulfilled in the local events
of A.D. 70. He observes that apocalyptic
literature hyperbolizes the destruction of
Jerusalem. Accordingto SibyllineOracle5:153,
άǘƘŜwhole creation was ǎƘŀƪŜƴέwhen war
began on Jerusalem. If Revelation is also
apocalypticliterature, then Revelationmust be
similarlyusinghyperboliclanguage.



ά!Preteristapproachmust assumean
apocalyptic genre in which the
language only faintly and indirectly
reflectsthe actualevents. Thisextreme
allegorical interpretation allows for
finding fulfillments in the first-century
RomanEmpireprior to the destruction
of Jerusalemin A.D. 70.έ

Robert Thomas
ά! /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ƛƴ 

Four Views of the Book of Revelation, p.181.



Apocalyptic Genre Versus Revelation
Adapted from Thomas, Evangelical Hermeneutics, 338

APOCALYPTIC GENRE REVELATION

Pseudonymous Not pseudonymous

Pessimistic about the present Not pessimistic about the present

No epistolary framework Epistolary framework

Limited admonitions for moral 
compliance

Repeated admonitions for moral 
compliance

aŜǎǎƛŀƘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ 
future

.ŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ

Does not call itself prophecy Calls itself prophecy

Vaticinaex eventu Futuristic prediction

Primarily concerns a future 
generation (1 Enoch 1:2)

Concerns both the present 
generation of the author (Rev 2ς3) 
and a future generation (Rev 4ς22) 
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ά¢ƛƳŜ ¢ŜȄǘǎέ

Â Preterist= chronological

Â Futurist= adverbial, qualitative, imminent



ά¢La9-¢9·¢{έ Lb w9±9[!¢Lhb
R.C. Sproul, The Last Days According to Jesus, p.139

SHORTLY, QUICKLY ά¢ŀŎƻǎέ

1:1 Χ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ

2:16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly.

3:11 Behold, I come quickly!

22:6 Χ²ƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ

22:7 Behold, I come quickly!

22:12 Behold, I am coming quickly!

22:20 Surely, I am coming quickly!

NEAR, AT HANDάEggusέ

1:3 The time is near.

22:10 The time is at hand.

ABOUT TO, ON THE POINT OFάMellwέ

1:19 ²ǊƛǘŜΧǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ
3:10 ΧǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘǊƛŀƭΧƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ



Chronological Versus Adverbial Use of Tacos

Â άL ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ soonέ όм ¢ƛƳ оΥмпύ ǾǎΦ 
ά[ŜŀǾŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ quicklyέ ό!Ŏǘǎ ннΥмуύ

Â LXX

É LǎŀƛŀƘ моΥннΥ άIŜǊ ŦŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ 
soon ŎƻƳŜέ

É LǎŀƛŀƘ рмΥрΥ άaȅ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ƛǎ near, My 
salvation has gone forth, And my arms will 
judge the peoples; The coastlands will 
wait upon me, And on My arms they will 
ǘǊǳǎǘΦέ

Thomas Ice, End Times Controversy,pp.102-108



Imminency

Â EggysΥ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ nearέ όtƘƛƭ пΥрύ

Â aŜƭƭǁΥ άŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘέ όм tŜǘ рΥмύ
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Theme Verse (Rev. 1:7)

ÂPreterist= destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70; 
spiritual/ invisible coming

ÂFuturist= future, literal/ bodily coming

ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣHe is comingwith the clouds,
andeveryeyewill seeHim,eventhose
who piercedHim; and all the tribes of
the earthwill mournoverHim.έ



PreteristsΩ о /ƻƳƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ

Incarnation

A.D. 70

Bodily Return



Preterist Key Words (Rev 1:7)

Â Clouds= Isa 19:1 cloud imagery depicts non-
bodily divine judgment 

Â Pierced= Jewish guilt for crucifying Christ 
(Acts 2:22-23)

Â Tribes= tribes of Israel

Â EarthόƎŢύ Ґ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ όaŀǘǘ нΥсύ



Preterist Problems

Â ά!ƭƭthe Tribesof the9ŀǊǘƘέ(LXX)=άŀƭƭof
theƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ

É Gen12:3; 28:14; Ps72:17; Zech14:17

Â ά9ŀǊǘƘέόƎŢύhasa globalmeaningin other
contexts

É Gen1:1; Matt 5:18; Rev1:5; 21:1
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Relevance to the 7 Churches

Â Preterist: Revelation is irrelevant unless it
happenedwithin the generationof the seven
churches

Â Futurist: Revelation comforts the seven
churcheswith a visionof the future



OT Prophets Comfort Through 
Futuristic Visions

Â Isaiah 40ς66

Â Ezekiel 34ς48

Â Amos 9:11-15

Â Zechariah 12ς14

Â Revelation 4ς22



Exhortations Drawn from 
Revelation 20:7-15

Â Smyrna -ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘέ όнΥммΤ нлΥмпύ

Â Sardis -ά.ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ όоΥрΤ нлΥмрύ 



ά²Ƙŀǘdoesa localizedjudgment hundredsof miles
away have to do with the sevenchurchesin Asia?
Χthe promise to shield the Philadelphianchurch
from judgment (3:10-11) is meaningless if that
judgmentoccursfar beyondthe bordersof that city.έ
ςRobertThomas,FourViewsof Revelation,p.225
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DƻŘΩǎ 5ƛǾƻǊŎŜ 5ŜŎǊŜŜ

Â Preterist: The scrollsin Rev. 5 and Ezekiel2-3
representDƻŘΩǎDivorceof Israel

Â Futurist: ThescrollsrepresentDƻŘΩǎrestoration
of nationalIsrael







9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳƛŎ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΩǎ 
Unconditional Nature

Â ANE covenant ratification ceremony (Gen 15)

Â bƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ όDŜƴ мрύ

Â Covenant's eternality (Gen 17:7, 13, 19)

Â Covenant's immutability (Heb 6:13-18)

Â Trans-generational reaffirmation despite perpetual 
national disobedience (Jer. 31:35-37)

Walvoord, The Millennial Kingdom, 149-52



Land Promises Fulfilled in the Time of 
Joshua or Solomon?

Â Extended context Josh 13:1-7

Â Land gained was a fraction of what was promised 
Num. 34 vs. Gen. 15

Â Jerusalem unconquered by Joshua Josh 15:63

Â Forever? Gen 17:8

Â Amos 9:11-15 Reaffirms land promises

Fruchtenbaum, Israelology, 521-22, 631-32
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144,000 (Rev 7)

Â Preterist: 144,000 represents the new Israel/
Church

Â Futurist: 144,000 represents the tribulation
periodJewishevangelists



Â 144,000 v.1-у ґ ƛƴƴǳƳŜǊŀōƭŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǾΦф-17

Â OT treats the tribes as literal, historical (Gen 29ς30)

Â De-literalize the 144,000 (7:9)

Â ά/ƘǳǊŎƘέ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ wŜǾ пς22

Â Global language (7:9; 5:9)

Â Tribes are not lost (Jas 1:1; Acts 26:7) 

144,000 (Rev 7)



Distinctions Between 144,000 & Multitude

REVELATION 7:1-8 REVELATION 7:9-17

Numbered Innumerable

Jews All nations

Sealed Slain

Sealed before the 
Tribulation

Converted out of the 
Tribulation

Hitchcock and Ice, The Truth Behind Left Behind, 77
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Temple (Rev. 11)

Â Preterist: John writing about the
Herodiantemple

Â Futurist: John writing about the future
3rdκ!ƴǘƛŎƘǊƛǎǘΩǎtemple



Problems with the Herodian Temple View 
of Revelation 11:1-2

Â A άŦǳǘǳǊŜέtemple vision is possible

Â John was hundreds of miles away on 
Patmos

Â Rev 11:3-13 fulfilled A.D. 70?

Â!Φ5Φ тл ŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎέΚ
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[the two witnesses] άǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ
represent a small body of
Christians who remained in
Jerusalemto testify ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘέthe
temple. ά¢ƘŜȅare portrayed as
two, in that they are legal
witnesses to the covenant
curses.έ

Gentry
He Shall Have Dominion, 421-22



Problems with the Herodian Temple View 
of Revelation 11:1-2

Â A άŦǳǘǳǊŜέtemple vision is possible

Â John was hundreds of miles away on 
Patmos

Â Rev 11:3-13 fulfilled A.D. 70?

Â!Φ5Φ тл ŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎέΚ



CHART OF NATIONS



tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƳƛǘƛƴƎ {ǘƻƴŜ Ґ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ

Â Christianity did not suddenly fill the whole earth 

Â Rome was not destroyed

Â Rome did not consist of ten simultaneous kings

Â Christ was not a smiting stone

Â Christ did not put an end to the earthly kingdoms 

Â Christ did not usher in a political kingdom

Pentecost, Bible Knowledge Commentary, 1335



Key Concepts

1. Hermeneutics
8. The woman in the 

wilderness (Rev 12)

2.ά¢ƛƳŜ ǘŜȄǘǎέ 9. The beast (Rev 13)

3. Theme verse (Rev 1:7) 10. Babylon (Rev 17ς18)

4. Relevance to the seven 
churches  (Rev 2ς3)

11./ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ 
reign (Rev 20:1-10) 

5.DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ όwŜǾ рύ
12. The eternal state (Rev 21ς

22)

6. The 144,000 (Rev 7)
13. Concluding exhortation 

(22:10)

7. The temple (Rev 11)



The Woman (Rev. 12)

Â Preterist: Represents the 1st century Church

Â Futurist: Israel in the Tribulation



άLƴRevelation 12 John backs up
chronologically in order to show
the ΨƳƻǘƘŜǊΩchurch in Jerusalem,
which was being protected from
Satan inspired resistance. This
would cover the time frame from
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎministry through the Book
of Acts up until the destruction of
Jerusalem.έ

Gentry
He Shall Have Dominion, 422 (emphasis mine)



Problems with the Woman (Rev 12) = Church 

Â!ōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ άŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƛƴ wŜǾ пς22

ÂChronological problem (12:5)

ÂParallel with Gen 37:9-10

ÂFulfillment of Rev 12 prior to A.D. 70?



Genesis 37:9

Now he hadstill anotherdream,and related
it to his brothers, and said,ά[ƻΣI have had
still anotherdream; andbehold,the sunand
the moon and eleven stars were bowing
downto me.



Genesis 37:10

He related it to his father and to his brothers;
and his father rebuked him and said to him,
ά²Ƙŀǘis this dreamthat you havehad?ShallI
and your mother and your brothers actually
cometo bow ourselvesdown beforeyou to the
ƎǊƻǳƴŘΚέ



Sun = Jacob

Moon = Leah

мм {ǘŀǊǎ Ґ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ōƻǘƘŜǊǎ

12th Star = Joseph

мн {ǘŀǊǎ Ґ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ 
tribes

!ǎǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ aŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Symbols and Figures of Speech
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The Beast (Rev. 13)

Â Preterist: the beast is Nero

Â Futurist: the beast is the future antichrist





b9whΩ{ b¦a.9w



Problems With Neronian Calculation

Â Inconsistent use of numbers

ÂTransliteration from Greek to Hebrew

ÂNot suggested by the ancient commentators

Âά/ƘŜǊǊȅ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎέ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ



Nero Does Not Fit 
the Facts of Revelation 13

Â Nerodid not:

É Usher in persecutionfor exactly 42 months
(13:5)

É Controlthe entire planet(13:7; 5:9)

É Forcepeopleto receivea mark on their right
hand or forehead in order to participate in
the globaleconomy(13:16-18)



Â Nerodid not:

É Coercethe entire world to worshipa singular
imageof him (13:15)

É Resurrectfrom the dead(13:14)

É Associate with a miracle working false
prophet (13:13, 15)

É Receiveglobalveneration(13:8)

Nero Does Not Fit 
the Facts of Revelation 13
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Babylon (Rev. 17-18)

Â Preterist: Babylon is 1st century Jerusalem

Â Futurist: Babylon is a future city/ system



Babylon (Rev 17ςмуύ ґ мst Century Jerusalem

Â άDǊŜŀǘ Ŏƛǘȅέ όwŜǾ ммΥуΤ муΥмлύ

Â Harlot = Jerusalem (Jer 2ς3; Ezek 16; 23; Hos 9:1)

ґ



Isaiah 23:17
άIt will comeabout at the end of seventy
yearsthat the LORDwill visit Tyre. Then
she will go back to her ƘŀǊƭƻǘΩǎwages
and will play the harlot with all the
kingdomson the faceof the earth.έ



Nahum 3:4
άAll becauseof the manyharlotriesof the
harlot, Thecharmingone,the mistressof
sorceries, Who sells nations by her
harlotries Andfamiliesby her sorceries.έ



Additional Problems with Equating 
Babylon and Jerusalem

Â ά.ŀōȅƭƻƴέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ

Â Fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecies 
concerning Babylon (Jer 50ς51; Zech 5:5-11)

Â Details of Rev 17ς18 bear little resemblance to 
1st century Jerusalem
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Literal Geography in Revelation
Thomas, Revelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Commentary, 206-207. 

Asia 1:4 Sardis 3:1

Ephesus 2:1 Philadelphia 3:7

Smyrna 2:8 Laodicea 3:14

Pergamum 2:12 Euphrates 9:14;16:12

Thyatira 2:18
Armageddon

16:16
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Jeremiah 50-51

ÂSudden destruction (51:8)

ÂComplete destruction (50:3, 13, 26, 39-40; 
51:29, 43, 62)

ÂNo reuse of building materials (51:26)

ÂBelievers flee (50:8; 51:6, 45)

ÂLǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ όрлΥнΣ п-5, 20; 51:50)

Dyer, "The Identity of Babylon in Revelation 17ς18 (Part 2)," 443-49. 



Parallels Between Jeremiah 50-51 & Revelation 17-18

Jeremiah Revelation

Associated with a Golden cup 51:7a 17:3-4; 18:6

Dwelling on many waters 51:13 17:1

Intoxicating the nations 51:7b 17:2

Same name 50:1 17:5

Stone sinking into Euphrates 51:63-64 18:21

Sudden destruction 51:8 18:8

Destroyed by fire 51:30 17:16

Final, uninhabitable 50:39 18:21

Deserved 50:29 18:6

DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƭŜŜ51:6, 45 18:4

Heaven rejoices 51:48 18:20
Dyer, "The Identity of Babylon in Revelation 17ς18 (Part 2)," 441-43. 



Zechariah 5:5-11

Â Woman (wickedness)

Â Ephah (commerce)

Â House (Temple-2 Sam 7; religion)

Â Shinar (Gen 10:10; 11:2; Dan 1:2)
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WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ 5ƛǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
Revelation 17ς18 

Â Sitting on many waters (17:15)?

Â Reigns over the kings of the earth (17:18)?

Â Economic power (18)?

Â Mother of harlots (17:5)?

Â Never to be rebuilt again (18:21)?
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/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ мллл ¸ŜŀǊ wŜƛƎƴ

Â Preterist:The millennium is a spiritual 
kingdom that began in the 1st century

Â Futurist:The millennium is an earthly 
ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ нƴŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ



Four Problems with a 
Spiritualized Millennium 

Â Deliteralization of  
άǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎέ

Â Kingdom now (Rev 3:21; 
5:10; 12:5)?

Â Two resurrections (20:4-5)?

Â Second Advent (20:9)?
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ά!ǎin other apocalypses,certain
numbers in Revelation convey
concepts more than count units.
Themostevidentof theseis seven
the number of completeness or
perfection.έ

Steve Gregg
Revelation: Four Views, 11-12



Kenneth L. Gentry
He Shall Have Dominion: A Post Millennial Eschatology (Tyler, Texas: 

Institute for Christian economics, 1992), page 335.

ά¢ƘŜproper understanding of
the thousand-year time frame
in Revelation 20 is that it is
representative of a long and
gloriouseraandisnot limited to
a literal 365,000 days. The
figure representsa perfect cube
of 10, which is the number of
quantitativeperfection.έ



Reasons for Understanding 1000 Literally

Â WƻƘƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ

É Revelation 20:8, 20:3

Â 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άІ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎέ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΚ

Â Other numbers are taken literally

É Two witnesses (11:3), 7000 people (11:13), 4 
Angels (7:1) 7 Angels (8:6),144,000 Jews 
(7:4), 42 months (11:2), 1260 days (11:3)

ÂNot always a symbolic interpretation

É (Rev. 17:18)



Psalm 50:10 (NASB)

άCƻǊeverybeastof the forest
is Mine, The cattle on a
thousandhills.



RobertThomasobserves
that, "no number in
Revelationis verifiablya
symbolicnumber.έ

Robert Thomas
Revelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Commentary 

(Chicago: Moody Press, 1992), 408.


