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6. Institutional Racism

* We acknowledge racism has been an element within American history from the beginning. From the legal

enslavement of black Africans to the “Jim Crow" laws and state-sponsored segregation, racism has
embedded itself in many of our institutions. Sadly, the church has not been guiltless in this matter. American
church history has been tragically marred by many examples of complicity with the racist policies of the state
being followed by the church. Segregated congregations are a historic example of the evil presence of racism

within the church.
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